V04 / 92JNOSZ3aU0z





















Thomas Thwaites

KEYWORDS
human and animal
borders and territories
signals
values

QUESTION
If we retool our technologies
and designs, can it negotiate
new relations between humans
and animal worlds?

Thomas Thwaites is a designer from the UK
who often works in the form of experiments,
like taking a holiday away from being human in
his GoatMan experiment in-which he tried to
live like a mountain goat in a herd for a while.
ARTIS is a patchwork of overlapping animal-,
plant- and human territories. For ARTIS
Thomas will attempt to design and construct a
Harmless Car. Harmless to every living thing,
everywhere, in perpetuity. Can we make a car
wheel that is harmless to an ant? How can we
make a car chassis from material which does
not harm an ecosystem? We use ‘attempt”
because obviously this harmless object isan
impossibility, but in making the attempt the
artist wants to discuss the social questions of
how harm from human activity is apportioned
amongst other animals, what harm is accept-
able and so on. In ARTIS Thomas wil weave

a monocoque (construction technique without
bracing parts) chassis for a full size family

car out of reeds as a first component to make
a Harmless Car. He will invite passers-by to
assist with the weaving while engaging people
in the underlying questions of the project.

“ARTIS is renowned for their imagination and care in considering how species
caninhabit artificial landscapes, how enclosures for non-human animals can
be integrated into the human landscape of the city: I see fascinating parallels
with how we human animals live our own lives ... Perhaps there’s something
to be learned by thinking of ourselves as bounded by artificial landscapes and

symbolic enclosures too.”

Portrait

Work

Thomas Thwaites preparing to join the herd GoatMan, Thomas Thwaites joining the goats:on
of goats. Credit: Tim Bowditch alush-Alp meadow. Credit: Tim Bowditch













