
1. The Seventh National Executive
Committee meeting was held on
February 10, 2018, in Lagos, to
carry out the following:

i. Review of report from INEC.
ii. Approval of Memos:

a) Amendment of
Constitution in line with INEC's
report;

b) Reconstitution of The
Board of Trustees (BOT);

c) Approval of fund raising
plan for the Headquarters.
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Youth Party Activities

The 7th National Executive Committee Meeting held in Lagos on February 10, 2018.

Sitting L-R: National Publicity Secretary, Ms. Ilamosi Ekenimoh; National Secretary, Mr. Mujaheed Ahmad; National Chair,

Mr. Chukwudi Adiukwu and National Financial Secretary, Dr. Ify Aniebo.

Standing L-R: Ex-Officio, Mr. Sope Durodola; Deputy National Auditor; Mr. Shina Dada; Deputy National Legal Adviser, Mr.

Ifeanyi Nwoye; National Policy & Strategy Secretary, Mr. Wale Irokosu; National Legal Adviser, Mr. Kevwe Okpobia; Ex-

Officio, Prince Adeyanju Adeleke-Adedoyin; Deputy National Treasurer, Mr. Damilola Adenusi; President Student Chapter,

Mr. Bolaji Ogalu and National Organizing Secretary, Mr. Segun Adeniyi.

L-R: President Student Chapter, Mr. Bolaji Ogalu; Deputy
National Legal Adviser, Mr. Ifeanyi Nwoye and National
Secretary, Mr. Mujaheed Ahmad.

February 2018



Induction and swearing-In of
newly elected National
Executive Committee (NEC)
members on January 6, 2018
at the national neadquarters.
L-R: National Secretary, Mr.
Mujaheed Ahmad; Deputy
National Chair, Mr. Suleiman
Yusuf and Deputy National
Policy and Strategy Secretary,
Ms. Aisha Modibo.

Induction and swearing-In of newly
elected National Executive
Committee (NEC) members on
January 6, 2018 at the national
headquarters.
L-R: National Treasurer, Mr. Auwalu
Aminu and National Secretary, Mr.
Mujaheed Ahmad.

The 5th National Executive Committee
meeting held at the mational
headquarters on December 7, 2017.
L-R: Deputy National Auditor, Mr. Shina
Dada; National Secretary, Mr.
Mujaheed Ahmad; National Policy and
Strategy Secretary, Mr. Wale Irokosu
and National Chair, Mr. Chukwudi
Adiukwu.
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For many reasons, Nigeria seems to be a
disappointment to her citizens.
Regardless, we owe our country certain
duties and it behoves us, the youth, to
show the world that we are indeed a
country with great potential. How else
can we prove that we are the leaders of
tomorrow?

As the elections come around in a few
months, there are two things that I
believe we owe our country. The first
duty is political participation-being
involved in those activities that
influence or shape the political arena.
Political participation is not limited to
exercising the right to vote or be voted

for. It also involves activities such as
signing petitions, participating in peaceful
rallies, and lobbying for better laws.

We need to participate in politics in order
to make a direct impact on society.
However, political participation has to be
sensible in order to achieve the effects
desired. We need to scrutinise and
properly research the candidates for
whom we are voting before casting our
votes. It is best not to limit our views to
hearsay and prejudice based on ethnicity
or religion, which, all too often, seems to
be the case these days.

OUR DUTY AS THE YOUTH
- Abdul-Ganiyu Olaseni Makanjuola
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The depth of our politicians' hunger for
power is displayed in the ways they use
the media and other means to discredit
their opponents. Today, politicians are more
concerned with fighting and discrediting
their opponents than they are with actually
governing the people. Votes are often
bought and people are canvassed to decide
their fate for the next four years based on
handouts such as foodstuff and money,
amongst other things. How can a bag of
rice or a few naira notes determine who
you vote for? We need to educate ourselves
about the consequences of such poor
judgement, and make efforts to reach and
educate those who don't have access to the
information that will enable them make
better political choices.

We also need to get more actively involved
in politics or governance through signing of
petitions, and peaceful campaigns for laws
that address flaws in the system that
should be corrected. There is a saying that,
'Heaven helps only those who help
themselves'. Let us start taking a few steps
to save our country, instead of expecting
God to save us without doing anything
ourselves. We must make an effort to
change things through voting.

The second duty we owe to our country is
patriotism. We have become a country that
continuously points out our ethnic
differences. There's rhetoric of bigotry and
ethnic stigma, and it is trying to tear us
apart. Our religious and ethnic differences
have become more glaring than they ought
to be. We have replaced love with fear,
tolerance with insurgency, and patriotism
with greed and selfishness.

In this country, belonging to a tribe or
an ethnic group seems to come before
being a Nigerian. Some people never
get the chance to marry those they
truly love because of tribal differences.
This is not just limited to marriage;
however, it stretches into national
matters such as voting along
tribal/ethnic lines during elections.
Such narrow-minded views drag our
country backwards. As the youth, we
have to remove these shackles that are
holding our country down, through
deliberate action.

The American and British people are
known for putting their countries first,
breeding some of the most patriotic
citizens in the world. Their countries
also rank among the most developed
countries in the world today. We should
learn from such countries and, as
youths, try to promote 'One Nigeria'
through the various talents and
resources we have. Our ethnic
differences should bind us together
rather than pull us apart. Our country
should always come first regardless of
whatever tribe we come from. The best
way to move Nigeria forward is to
stand united.
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Financials for January 11, 2018 -
February 10, 2018
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This book traces the history of Nigeria from
the First Republic, with focus on the
concepts of class, ethnicity, and democracy
in Nigeria. It laid emphasis on how the
political class used the tool of manipulation
to project their personal interest as the
interest of the regions they were
representing.

The book provided deep analysis on the
political culture and structure of the
Nigerian State as at the First Republic, and
the fragility of democracy in Nigeria. It also
explained the various ethnic crises that
happened in the First Republic and how
each deeply affected the process of

democratization in Nigeria.

It outlined how the manipulation of
ethnicity by the political class was a
contributive factor to the sorry state of
democratization in Nigeria. The author
made suggestions on how Nigeria, as
a country, can overcome the deep-
rooted ethnic divisions for a better
democratic system.

Class, Ethnicity
and Democracy

in Nigeria
by Larry Diamond

Reviewed by Zainab Olaitan,
Research Analyst, Youth Party
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