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L -R Candidate for Member, House of Representatives, Tarauni Constituency, Kano State, Mr. Auwalu Aminu;

Chair, National Screening Committee/Deputy National Legal Adviser, Mr. Ifeanyi Nwoye, at the National Screening
Exercise.

Candidate, Member, House of Assembly, Lere/Bula
Constituency, Bauchi State, Mr. Mujaheed Salisu
Ahmad, with his Certificate of Return at the Special
Convention/Congress in Bauchi State
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Middle, Candidate for Lagos State House of
Representatives, Prince Chukwuemeka Okolie Surulere
L - R, Candidates for Lagos State House of Assembly,
Surulere 1 Constituency, Mr. Seni Makanjuola;
Alimosho 1 Constituency, Mr. Babajide Balogun, at the

Special Convention/Congress in Lagos State.

Middle - Candidate for Ogun State House of Assembly,
liebu North East, Mr. Moyosore Osibanjo

Second left- Mr. Kazim Yusuf (Member, Electoral Panel
& State Chair, Ogun State Chapter); L -R Mr. Damilare
Idris (Member, Electoral Panel & Organizing Secretary,
Ogun State Chapter);Mr. Izundu Chigbolumogu (Chair,
Electoral Panel & Enugu State Organizing Secretary);
and Mr. Titus Difo (Member, Electoral Panel & Deputy
State Secretary, Taraba State Chapter) at the Special
Convention/Congress in Ogun State
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Middle - Candidate for Ogun State House of Assembly,
Sagamu 1, Prince Adeyanju Adeleke-Adedoyin,

R-L Mr. Kazim Yusuf (Member, Electoral Panel & State
Chair, Ogun State Chapter); Mr. Izunna Chigbolumogu
(Chair, Electoral Panel & Enugu State Organizing

Secretary); Mr. Damilare Idris (Member, Electoral
Panel & Organizing Secretary, Ogun State Chapter);
and Mr. Titus Difo (Member, Electoral Panel & Deputy
State Secretary, Taraba State Chapter) at the Special
Convention/Congress in Ogun State



Youth

PARTY
Shape the Future

NOVEMBER 2018

DIGEST

YOUTH PARTY ACTIVITIES

1. Expression of Interest and Nomination
forms was sold to 2019 Election Aspirants for
Member State House of Assembly and House
of Representatives in Abia, Bauchi, Kano,
Lagos and Ogun State.

2. Youth Party participated in the Not Too
Young to run public dialogue with political
parties organized by YIAGA Africa on 6th
September 2018.

3. Screening exercise was conducted for
2019 Election Aspirants in Ogun, Bauchi,
Abia and Lagos State respectively from 7th -
9th September 2018.

4. There was an emergency meeting (10thand
11th) of the National Executive Committee
on 2nd September and 20th October 2018 at
the National Headquarters, Abuja and 360,
Herbert Macaulay Way, Yaba, Lagos.

5. There was an emergency meeting of the
National Working Committee on 5th, 8th and
27th September 2018 and 12th October 2018.

6. The Inaugural Meeting of Information
Technology Policy Sub-Committee was held
on Saturday 29th September, 2018, in Lagos.

7. Capacity Development Training was
conducted for candidates contesting for
House of Representatives and House of
Assembly positions in 2019 elections from
17th to 21st October 2018.

8. The Disciplinary Committee of Youth

Party sat on 21st October, 2018 to decide
on a complaint against our member for
misrepresentation as Presidential candidate
and Aspirant of our Party.

9. INECforms CFOO1,CFO02 and Nomination
forms for House of Representatives was
submitted on 15th October, 2018 and House
of Assembly on 29th October, 2018.

10. The Education Policy Sub-Committee
commenced books review on 31st October
2018.
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DEMOCRACY IN NIGERIA

Internal party democracy, also known as
intra-party democracy, refers to the levels and
methods of including party members in the
decision making and deliberation within the
party structure. It is primarily concerned with
participatory and inclusive decision making.

Thus, lack of internal democracy weakens party unity
and is a threat to any country’s democracy. It also
leads to chaos and often violence due to the resultant
discontent. Nigerians cannot enjoy the dividends of
democracy from any party that chooses candidates
against internal democratic principles by discouraging
competence, accountability —and  transparent
leadership.

In Nigeria, there are laws and subsidiary regulations
by the Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) on internal party activities regarding party
registration, candidate selection and leadership
elections. For example, the INEC Regulations for the
2018 primary elections states that a 21 days’ notice of
the primary election stating the type of primaries and
the notice shall state the date, place and time of the
primary elections. The said notice will be accompanied
with necessary documents such as names of aspirants,
members of the primary election panel, list of delegates
(for indirect primaries), register of members (for direct
primaries) amongst others.

Also, the Regulation stipulates that where a
political party intends to postpone any scheduled
primary election, the party shall inform INEC of the
postponement not later than seven (7) days to the new
date. The party is also required to clearly state the
reasons for rescheduling, the new date and the venue.

THE NIGERIAN 2018 STORY
The recent conduct of parties primaries in Nigeria

show clearly that a good number of Nigerian political
parties do not practice internal democracy. Indeed, it
can be concluded that a lot of them detest the concept.
A serving Senator had this to say about internal
democracy in the All Progressives Congress (APC):

“In APC, there are three ways by which you can
emerge as a candidate: the first way is either you
have someone at the Presidency who can call the
people in NWC and tell the Chairman that your name
should be included as a candidate. Number two, it
is either you are in the favored book of a governor,
who himself can use his own influence to compel the
Chairman to remove somebody’s name. Number three
is if you have the money to pay your way. Now, how
can a party that has committed itself to change in
Nigeria portrayed and purported itself as an offshoot
of good governance behave this way”

In any political system that allows for internal
democracy, party members know the rules, their rights,
powers and obligations in selecting their leaders or
candidates for the party. The opposite is usually the
case where internal democracy is absent.

Internal party democracy cannot thrive in political
parties where power is concentrated in one or few
leaders, who impose their wishes and preferred
candidates on members of the party. This gives room
for discontent, resentment by party members and
many times incompetent and unresponsive candidates,
who see no reason to do the general will of the people.
We have witnessed cases where party members who
were eligible to contest were denied the right to buy
nomination forms. In other cases, some aspirants
bought expensive nomination forms, met the necessary
requirements, were screened out and were not given
enough time to appeal the screening results.
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Noteworthyis the idea of “consensus candidacy”, which
allows for a few privileged party officials to decide
who should be given the Party’s ticket, rather than a
majority of the party members deciding who their
representatives should be. The idea of a consensus
candidate presupposes a situation where there is no
opposition. However, Section 87 (6) of the Electoral
Act of 2010, prescribes how a consensus candidate can
emerge, where it clearly states that:

“Where there is only one aspirant in a political party
for any of the elective positions mentioned in sub
section (4)(a), (b), (c) and (d), the party shall convene
a special convention or congress at a designated
center on a specified date for the confirmation of
such aspirant and the name of the aspirant shall be
forwarded to the Commission as the candidate of the
party”.

Stories abound where primary elections were
postponed from day to day or annulled without prior
notice to aspirants, members of the parties and INEC
as required by law. In another instance, the primary
election was postponed about three times and when
it eventually held, it was annulled by the National
Working Committee (NWC) of the party. Subsequently
in a strange and unprecedented manner, the same
National Chairman of the party reaffirmed the election
that had been earlier annulled.

Whilst, the Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) requlation requires that the names of delegates,
venue and time for the primary election are meant to
be forwarded to INEC and the aspirants, 21 days before
the primary elections. Nonetheless, party chieftains
hold on to these information for their ulterior motives.
For example, Prof. Pat Utomi, a professor of political
economics, stated that he did not know the venue of
the primaries election, where he was an aspirant. He
expressed his frustration in a letter to the APC national
leadership thus:

“Until such a date when all aspirants must know
who the delegates are in advance, and are able to
have access to them to canvass for their votes as a
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minimum basis for free, fair and credible primary
elections.”

In another instance, a viral video shows the State
Chairman of a party making frantic efforts to cajole the
national organizing secretary of the party to change
the names of winners of the party’s primary elections
after their names had been publicly declared. The
stories of brazen disregard for internal democracy are
endless.

The House of Representatives recently had a debate
on the issue and set up a committee to investigate the
subject and make recommendation on it. According to
the Speaker of House of Representatives, Honourable
Yakubu Dogara; lack of internal democracy in political
parties is a threat to democracy itself.

In the same vein, The Socio-Economic Rights and
Accountability Project (SERAP) has presented a
petition requesting the Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC) and the Independent Corrupt
Practices Commission (ICPC) to jointly investigate
allegations of corruption during the recently held
primaries.

Youth Party’s cardinal ideology is the expansion of
democratic space by adherence to the principles of
internal democracy and open primaries (One Member
One Vote - OMOQV). The Party not only preaches but
also practices and promotes the culture of internal
democracy. Our party commenced its primary election
process by publishing its primary election guidelines
and providing a timetable for the purchase of forms,
screening of candidates, primary elections and post-
primary election appeal.

In conclusion, internal party democracy is not premised
on members participating in the decision-making
process only, but also, political parties adopting an
open system that will give party members opportunities
to know the rules and contest in elections starting from
the primaries.

We must move past the era of anointed candidates as
flag bearers. The anointing should be in the will of the
people.
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.
WEALTH, POVERTY
AND POLITICS BY

THOMAS SOWELL

BY SUMBO AJIBADE

THOMAS 5()\\‘I‘II.I

The highly respected economist presents his views on perhaps the world’s most recurring socio-economic
phenomena: class and economic disparities.

While it may not seem surprising that economic disparities exist between industrialized nations and their developing
counterparts, such disparities have been common for thousands of years of recorded history. According to him,
historical examples abound abundantly in ancient civilizations in Greece, China, Europe, etc., which have all been
caused by factors such as geography, culture, and socio-political realities.

The author further argues that the Chinese were for centuries more advanced than any of the Europeans, including
among their discoveries and inventions; the compass, printing, paper, rudders and the porcelain plates that the West
called “chinaware” or simply “china.” Cast iron was produced in China a thousand years before it was produced in
Europe. Agriculture, perhaps the most life-changing advance in the evolution of human societies, came to Europe
from the Middle East in ancient times.

According to Sowell, these differences are not simply differences in standards of living only, but also in economic
aspirations of the people. Within nations, as well as between nations, income disparities abound, whether between
classes, races or other subdivisions of the human species.

In respect to sub-Saharan countries like Nigeria, the author draws stark comparatives between Nigerian economic
realities and global cases of economic inequalities. Historically, he suggests that Sierra Leone and Nigeria were
former British colonies as USA and Canada, but have differing economic realities. As such, “the variation in
prosperity within former English colonies is as great as that of any in the entire world.”

For him, economic disparities among nations are just part of the story of economic inequalities. Among the many
possible causes of differences in income and wealth, whether among peoples, regions or nations, one of the most
obvious reasons is often ignored. To substantiate his argument, he referred to Henry Hazlitt who opined that:
“The real problem of poverty is not a problem of ‘distribution’ but of production. The poor are poor not because
something is being withheld from them but because, for whatever reason, they are not producing enough”.

Sowell’s central message is that peoples and nations are poor due to their inability to produce “tangible output”
for sustenance. For him, what makes people and nations poor is not the distribution of resources, or the lack of
it thereof, but the failure to engage in meaningful productive actions. He suggests that for a more sustainable
economic development, production should be prioritized over distribution and “should not be left in the dim
background by redistributionists”.
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Total number of members as at
November, 2018 is 13187
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FINANCIALS
1ST SEPTEMBER - 31ST OCTOBER 2018

EXPENSES

Security Bank Charges
350,000 10,589
Rent Imprest
355,000 |.T, Office Admin 175,000
656,000
Salary Prof Services:
630,000 Travel Communications
927,800 200,000
Prof Services:
Training [ELIUIEERALIEES Even Cost
300,000 526,500 422,000
Prof Services: [RULHELFIDINIGEN Media Parley
Photography 98,500 1,460,200
60,000

6,272,089

0 YouthPartyNG

g @y outhparty_ng

I@l youthparty_Nigeria



