HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE OCCASION OF
"AREWELL PARADE OF THE WOIEN'S LAND' “xRMY
g 5 | BUCKINGHAM ‘PATACE, =~
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21ST. 1950,

T am'so‘veryhpleased to have thls oprortunlty of speaklng to
the Women's Lend “rmy, wn se-Patron=T have been for the past
nlne years.

-

Farewell Parade always has something about GEy that is sad
“but when it marks the culmination of o long and honourable hlstory,

our feellngs are chlefly of prlde and gratltude. Thls 1is ceftalnly
Sfo) to—day. : e : :
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The story . o; the Land: Army has been one of a- great reSponse by
the women of our country to the call oL duty 1n the anlon S5 hour A
of danger and need, = e i el o

_They could ot done more for their country than they did.
By their sfforts they helped to ensure that our country contributed
its utmost towards its food supnlles and.for thls the natlon owes
ﬂwmwnewmkmhngddﬁ. : “

The Women's Land Army has always been recrulted from volunteers,“fn;gyf
‘and I like to think that its greatest strength lay in the free it
spirit which has always 1nsp1red the people offthese Islands to S
thelr greatest achlcvements.w - 2 £ 2 St
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Five thouoand of those who served in the Lond Army have
decided to remoin on the land.. . There can be no greater tribute
than this %o the happ:mess w:.’ch Wthh ﬁhelr work rewarded themn.

Now the i has come ’co soy good-bye because the job has
been done, but the sadness which many will feel at the parting,
~should be outweighed by prlde in' the achievements * Moreover,

the Land Army will not, in any case, be only on affectionate
‘memory, since it will live still in the shape of- the thouswnds
~of members who have settled down’ in the countryside as the w: ve",
of farmers and farm workers, or who are themselves cont:mulng to
Work in acxlculture when the Organ sation itself comes to an end.

I lcnoW that “l:he whole n tlon W:Lll %3
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