(women) In Parenthesis 
 
Newsletter (26/1)
 
Dear friends of the Quartet,
 
We’re happy to share with you the spring edition of the (women) In Parenthesis newsletter, a large and vibrant collection of events, research projects and information about Elizabeth Anscombe, Philippa Foot, Mary Midgley and Iris Murdoch. 

Please note our call for abstracts for the third season of our (women) In Parenthesis Work-in-Progress Series! Abstracts are due by 31 July 2026. Please also note our call for help at the end of this letter!

The next newsletter will go out in October 2026. It’d be great if you could let us know of any item you would like to see featured by 30 September 2026. If there are important events happening in the meantime, do let us know as well. We’ll be sending out little announcements and reminders in between the newsletters, and you can also find us on Bluesky. Thank you!
 
All the very best,
Eva (newsletter editor) and the (women) In Parenthesis board
 
 
 
Events
 
(women) In Parenthesis “Work-in-Progress Series” 
The second season of our Online Seminar Series is coming to a close! Please join us online for the last in a series of wonderful talks and discussions of themes related to the (women) In Parenthesis project. All talks are and have been scheduled for Wednesdays, 3pm-4.30pm UK time. For abstracts please consult our website closer to the time. For a full list of talks and abstracts visit this page.

17 June 2026: Freya Gerz, ‘Loving Attention and Moral Vision: Revisiting Iris Murdoch through Anscombian Grammar’

To join, follow this zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/91391091203?pwd=wXUGpcGflTvlc5Gqvmb8yVK3JEUsAL.1 
Check the (women) In Parenthesis Youtube Channel for recordings of past talks.

Conferences, workshops and talks

“Women at the Dawn of Analytic Philosophy”, 28-29th May 2026
Location: Devon House (58 St Katherine’s Way), Northeastern University London
Organised by Peter West. 

“The Philosophy of Iris Murdoch”, 4-5 June 2026
Location: Zentrum für Ethik und Philosophie in der Praxis (ZEPP), Munich
Organised by Paulus Kaufmann and Nora Kreft. 

12th International Iris Murdoch Conference, 14-16 August 2026
Location: Bishop Otter Campus, University of Chichester
Organised by Miles Leeson and Frances White.

Blandine Lagrut is organizing a study day at the Facultés Loyola Paris on Anscombe on 28 May 2026. The aim is to bring together (French) readers of her work. The evening event will be open to a wider audience. More information here and here. 
 
Anil Gomes (Oxford) will be presenting a paper on ‘Iris Murdoch on God, Good, and Soul’ at the Aristotelian Society on Monday 11 May 2026 (Senate House, London). His abstract is available here. 


Calls for Participation
 
Call for Abstracts: 3rd (women) In Parenthesis “Work-in-Progress Series” 
 
The Women in Parenthesis project is pleased to issue a Call for Abstracts for its 2026-7 online Work in Progress series.
 
We welcome abstracts on topics within the Women in Parenthesis scope of interest. This includes the thought of its central figures - G.E.M. Anscombe, Philippa Foot, Iris Murdoch, and Mary Midgley - as well as the women’s intellectual environment, e.g. work by Dorothy Emmet, Mary Warnock, Susan Stebbing, Donald MacKinnon. See our website for more information, and our news section for details of previous talks.
 
The meetings will be held on Zoom, starting in October 2026 and continue every two months, with the last meeting in June 2027. Talks are expected to last around 45-50 minutes, followed by a 35-40 minute Q&A. 
 
Dates and times are to be determined.
 
Please send your anonymised abstracts of around 250 words (but we’re not fussed about length), with your details on a different attachment, to anabarandalla@me.com, by the end of 31st July 2026.


Call for Blueprints: Elizabeth Anscombe, Philippa Foot, Mary Midgley, and Iris Murdoch

The Diversity Reading List in Philosophy is looking for contributors to create four Reading Group Blueprints on the individual philosophers who make up the famed Wartime Quartet: Elizabeth Anscombe, Philippa Foot, Mary Midgley, and Iris Murdoch. 

After the publication of The Women Are Up To Something (Lipscomb, 2021) and Metaphysical Animals (Mac Cumhaill and Wiseman, 2022), there has been a lively interest in the philosophers Elizabeth Anscombe, Philippa Foot, Mary Midgley, and Iris Murdoch, their work, and their friendship. The more it is written about their works, the clearer it becomes that each of them developed a distinctive philosophical way of thinking that is yet to be fully explored. Despite growing interest, these figures remain unknown to many, both inside and outside academia. The idea is thus to produce a series of blueprints, one for each philosopher, to foster a deeper understanding of their thought and to enhance further enthusiasm and research on them.

If you have expertise and/or interest in the work of these philosophers and are interested in working with the DRL to shine a light on their work, get in touch with us at contact@diversityreadinglist.org. 

Funding will be sought to remunerate Blueprint Creators.

Connected Figures

We are keen to augment the number of profiles included on the ‘Connected Figures’ page of the Women in Parenthesis site. We are currently seeking profiles on 
 
Mary Glover
Carlotta Labowsky
Peter Geach
HWB Joseph
HH Price
ER Dodds
EF Carritt
Victor White
Richard Walzer
Susan Langer
Elizabeth Blockmann
 
If you or any of your colleagues have research expertise in this area or would like to try your hand at a profile, please get in touch on info@womeninparenthesis.co.uk If you have suggestions for other Connected Figures to include, please also get in touch. We would be extremely grateful for support with developing this part of the website. 
 


Current research projects and funding possibilities
 
CEU MA and PhD Positions

The Central European University (Vienna) has one and two-year MA programmes, and a four-year PhD programme. PhDs are fully funded, and various MA stipends are available.There are already graduate students working on Foot and Murdoch, and the department is open to further students interested in the Quartet. 

Philosophy in the Wild

Our second Notes from a Biscuit Tin project, exploring the philosophical and poetic vision of Mary Midgley, is drawing to a close. Philosophy In The Wild: Finding Hope in Mixed Communities, curated by philosopher-poet Mara-Daria Cojocaru has generated an enormous amount of philosophy, poetry and engagement over the last twelve months. The Vasculum's homecoming events will take place in Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK, in June.  
On Monday 15th June | 6pm-8pm, Literary & Philosophical Library, Mara will host 'A Celebration of Philosophy, Poetry and the More-Than-Human World', presenting insights from the project and discussing some of the philosophical questions that have emerged. Guest speakers will be Vid Simoniti and Karen Simecek. Find out more, and register to attend, here. The following day, we will hold a hybrid networking meeting to discuss future collaboration and funding ideas. 
Alongside these events, Mara will be installing a public exhibition in the Library, displaying the vasculum and some of the wonderful materials the project has created. This will be in place from w/c 8 June, for around 1 month. 
If you'd like to know more, or find out about participating in the networking meeting, please email Rachael: rkw@liverpool.ac.uk



New publications
 
Chapman, Siobhan (ed): Susan Stebbing: Philosophical Papers, BSHP New Texts in the History of Philosophy, Oxford University Press 2025.
 
Chapman, Siobhan (ed): Susan Stebbing on Logic and Analysis, Palgrave Macmillan Philosophers in Depth 2026.

Mason, Cathy: Iris Murdoch’s Moral Philosophy: Reframing the True, the Real and the Good. Oxford University Press 2026. (You can get 30% off with the code AUFLY30)
de Moraes Teixeira, Beatriz and Cleber Eugênio Ricardo, Gustavo Amaral Cezário da Silva, Letícia Eika Ii, Luana Sakamoto Iannone, Luiza Basilio Gonçalves Gollop and Roberto Rozenberg: “Science as a contemporary Myth: The Philosophy of Mary Midgley”, in Filosofia e Historia da Biologica, v. 20, n. 2, 2025. 

Other
 
Cathy Mason talked to Miles Leeson about her new book Iris Murdoch’s Moral Philosophy: Reframing the True, the Real and the Good on the Iris Murdoch Podcast. Listen to it here!

Greg McElwain has been awarded a Barker Fellowship at Durham University to access the Mary and Geoff Midgley papers in the special collections of the Palace Green Library in June. This research will be used to develop a companion website for his forthcoming book, Mary Midgley on What Matters: Conversations on Science, Ethics, and Nature (Bloomsbury, 2026). Congratulations!

Congratulations to Dr Chiara Pellegrini, whose doctoral thesis was passed with magna cum laude in February. Dr Pellegrini studied at the Università Padova and is a MTQ member. Her thesis, 'Moral Agency, Relationality and Normativity starting from G. E. M. Anscombe', develops a conception of care ethics grounded in the work of Anscombe and the Quartet. 

Iris and Mary become spies in Intelligence!
A new spy-thriller by Robert Newman – see if you can spot our Quartet! 
Oxford, 1938. Ida and Medora are two brilliant young philosophers at the heart of a group who gather in storied rooms to dance, drink and debate theories of right and wrong. But as the world spins towards war, theoretical questions of life and death become all too real. While her friends are called up to do intelligence work, Ida, the irrepressible Texan outsider, seeks academic distraction. Then she stumbles across secret Nazi information that could radically change the direction of the war. Can she and Medora capture the attention of the spymasters and mandarins in London in time to save thousands of lives?

We need your help!

We would be extremely grateful if you could take a moment to tell us how you have been using, or intend to use, the work of In Parenthesis, or about the impact of Metaphysical Animals, our resources, events or other publications. Please do so here!

 

short and delightful

“Life continues to be, inter alia, very odd.”
(Iris Murdoch to Raymond Quineau, 15 February 1947)



