
Example of our 
outdoor learning

St Vincent’s Catholic Primary School



Project Overview
◦ Our school teaches the curriculum using project based learning. This means that we have an 

overall project for the term that we use to teach subjects (exc. Maths). This insures that 
everything we do is cross curricular and fits together giving the children the best possible 
learning experience we can.

◦ This term UKS2 are exploring the question ‘how do we survive?’ based on our Vincentian 
value of ‘We believe in practical hands-on hard work and we learn from our mistakes.’

◦ To do this we are using the book ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. We are reading the 
book while incorporating our lessons around the chapters.

◦ For this example we read through the chapter ‘fire’ and wanted the children to write a set of 
instructions on how to create fire and how to put it out safely.



Lesson 1 – Reading Comprehension
◦ Our first lesson in this sequence is reading the book our project is based 

around. We are up to the chapter ‘Fire’.

◦ The children read aloud to each other the chapter and then answer 
questions based on 6 categories about what they have read.

◦ Vocabulary – picking out words that the children won’t have seen often 
and finding what they mean. Inference – information in the text that isn’t 
given to the reader straight. Predict – predicting what will happen next. 
Explain – explaining a part of the book they have read (why has a 
character partaken in this action etc). Retrieve – finding information 
from the text and summarising – the children write a short sentence or 
paragraph about what happened in the chapter.

◦ We use this to then introduce what we will do next which is going to our 
forest school to find out how difficult it was for the characters in the book 
to create fire and see if the children will be able to do this as well.



Lesson 2 – Making fire
◦ Following on from this we took the children down to our 

forest school and gave them the experience of what it 
would have been like to create fire for the characters in the 
book.

◦ We explained to the children what is needed to create a 
fire (oxygen, heat and fuel) and how we are going to do 
this safely.

◦ We talked them through what they were going to do step 
by step and then gave them each a chance to start the 
fire.

◦ After the fire has been lit, we cooked bread and heated 
drinks on it to give them the experience of what it would be 
like to survive in real life.



Pictures from our forest school lessons



Pictures from our forest school lessons



Lesson 3 – Creating instructions
◦ In the afternoon, after they have created fire we then get 

the children to create instructions on how they did this.

◦ We introduce imperative verbs to help them create the 
best set of instructions that they can.

◦ We pull from their experience in the morning and add on 
top of this to help them to link their personal experience to 
their writing.

◦ This gives the children the best learning experience and a 
reason for why they are doing the working we have asked 
them to do.

◦ Following on from this we then discuss what the children will 
think happen next in the book based on their experiences 
of the day.



Examples of work created



Thank you for watching our 
presentation
◦ If you have any questions about any of the lessons you’ve viewed, please let us know.


