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A Front-Row Seat to the Beluga’s
Final Landing

It was a pleasure to accompany
students to Airbus, Broughton

on Thursday this week. The highlight
of the visit was watching the final
landing of the iconic Beluga aircraft.
After years of service, she will now
retire at Airbus and become a
dedicated STEM learning resource
for schools across the region.
Students were thrilled to be part of
this milestone event, and the
aircraft’s sheer scale left a lasting
impression.

A few fun facts the students loved
learning about the Beluga also
known as ‘Foxtrot Tango Foxtrot’:

*Weight: 86.5 tonnes

*Fuel capacity: 19,000 gallons
*Flight range: 1,650 km
*Height: 65 metres
*Wingspan: 45 metres

Her distinctive shape and
impressive capabilities make her a
perfect centrepiece for inspiring the
next generation of engineers,
designers, and innovators.

Inside the A350 Wing Facility
The visit continued with a guided
tour of the Airbus wing facility at
Broughton—an extraordinary
opportunity to see where almost
every set of wings begin their
journey.
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Students walked through the production areas, observed the precision
and teamwork involved, and gained insight into the advanced
technologies that power modern aviation.

For many, it was a powerful moment to realise that the wings of the
planes they see flying overhead every day were built right here in our
region. Huge thanks to Paul Kilmister at Airbus for this wonderful
opportunity.




Headteacher's

Weekly Update

Inspiring Future Engineers

The entire experience offered a wonderful blend of excitement,
education, and real-world STEM application. Whether students are
already dreaming of engineering careers or just beginning to explore
their interests, this visit gave them a glimpse of what’s possible when
creativity meets technical skill.

Working towards a safer community

This week, as part of our Voices Unlocked Campaign our Year 10 and
Year 12 students took part in an important awareness session focused
on ketamine from Claire, Urology Nurse. As part of Claire’s role, she
has designated hours to complete preventative work in schools.

Reported cases of the need for medical intervention due to ketamine
have risen in Cheshire West 200% in the last 5 years. Ketamine is an
increasingly common, inexpensive substance that poses serious risks,
particularly for young people. The session aimed to give students clear,
factual information, so they can make confident, responsible choices
as they navigate their teenage years. Claire sees firsthand, the long-
lasting physical effects that the drug is having upon children as young as
14.

Students learned what ketamine is, how it is misused, and—most
importantly—the potential harms associated with it.

The session explored:

Short-term dangers, including confusion, memory loss, impaired
judgement, and increased vulnerability in social situations

Long-term risks, such as permanent bladder damage, addiction, and
lasting impacts on mental health

The unpredictability of the drug, especially when mixed with alcohol or
other substances.

Encouraging Responsible Choices

The session encouraged students to think critically about peer
influence, social pressures, and the importance of making decisions
that protect their health and future opportunities. They were reminded
that:

* [tis always okay to say no

* Seeking help or advice is a sign of strength
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* Looking after friends and speaking up when something feels wrong
can prevent harm

* That they are in control of their choices and as a school we are here
to support.

Our aim is to empower our young people with knowledge and

confidence. By giving them space to ask questions and reflect, we help

them build the resilience they need to make positive choices. Our

young leaders involved in the collaboration with Bishops’ Blue Coat,

will continue to develop an understanding of drugs within Cheshire

West. Parents will be sent information about the signs to look out for

and where they can access support.

Students will be able to get help within school, seek confidential
advice for their peers, and ensure we can build a safer future for all.

Welcome to The Whitby....it’s been too long

We were delighted to welcome so many families into school for our
Year 11 Parents’ Evening this week. The event was held face-to-face
this year — the first time this year group has been able to speak directly
to teachers since Covid! The positive atmosphere and parental
feedback highlighted the strength of our partnership between home
and school. This is so crucial to the future success of our young
people.

Thank you for being here.

Teachers valued the opportunity to speak directly with parents and
carers about each student’s progress, strengths, and next steps. These
conversations are especially important as Year 11 move into their final
months ahead of their examinations.

Your engagement makes a genuine difference. When students see
their families and teachers working together, it reinforces the message
that they are supported every step of the way. We are grateful for the
commitment shown by our Year 11 families and look forward to
continuing this collaboration as we help students prepare for the
challenges and opportunities ahead.

Mrs. G. Fraser
Headteacher
This is the place we want to be. Thank you for being here.



Dates Ahead
I

Thursday 5" February 2026
Year 12 Parents Evening

Thursday 12" February 2026
Finish for Spring Half Term

Friday 13" February 2026
INSET Day

Monday 23" February 2026
Return from Spring Half Term

Thursday 26" February 2026
Year 7 Parents Evening

Monday 2" - Wednesday 11" March 2026
Year 11 Mock Exams

Thursday 12t" March 2026
Year 10 Parents Evening

Thursday 19t" March 2026
SEND Information Evening



Sports News

Results & Fixtures

Year 8 Make a Statement in Wirral Cup Opener

The Year 8 football team began their defence of the Under 13 Wirral
Cup in emphatic style with a stunning 8-1 victory over Birkenhead Park
School in the first round.

From the first whistle, the holders showed exactly why they are the
team to beat. A dominant midfield controlled the tempo of the game,
linking play superbly and keeping Birkenhead Park pinned back for
long periods. Out wide, Jones was a constant threat marauding down
the left wing, delivering dangerous crosses and stretching the
opposition defence throughout.

Up front, the attack was simply lethal. Balogan continued his
incredible scoring form with another hat trick, leading the line with
pace, power and confidence. His movement and finishing set the tone
for a ruthless attacking display that kept the scoreboard ticking over.

At the back, the defence remained solid and organised, limiting
chances and providing a strong platform to build attacks from. Their
composure ensured the team stayed focused and professional even
as the goals flowed.

Overall, it was a superb all-round performance and a clear statement
of intent as the Year 8s begin their cup campaign. A fantastic team
effort and an exciting start to their defence of the Wirral Cup.

Mr C. Bell
Senior Curriculum Leader for PE



Sixth Form

Latest News

The past week has marked a significant milestone for our Sixth Form
students, with the successful completion of key assessments across
Years 12 and 13. Year 12 and Year 13 students have now finished their
external examinations, bringing an intense and important exam period
to a close. We would like to congratulate all students on their hard
work, focus and resilience throughout this demanding time.

In addition, Year 13 students have completed their mock examinations,
providing a valuable opportunity to consolidate learning and prepare for
the final stages of their courses. Year 12 students have also completed
their in-class assessments, which will help inform progress tracking
and next steps as they move into the second year of their studies.

Alongside academic commitments, Year 12 students recently took part
in a campus visit to Edge Hill University. The visit gave students the
chance to explore university facilities, learn more about higher
education pathways, and gain an insight into student life. This
experience forms an important part of our ongoing careers and
progression programme, supporting students as they begin to consider
their future options.

Well done to all Sixth Form students for their continued commitment
and effort during this busy period and to the Sixth Form Team who
support them so well.

Mr P. Merryweather
Director of Sixth Form



In Other News

Legally Blonde the musical

Legally Blonde JR. bursts onto the stage in a whirlwind of pink,
positivity, and unstoppable fun. Based on the hit Broadway musical
and beloved film, this upbeat adaptation follows Elle Woods as she
trades fashion for case law and discovers her true potential along the
way. Packed with catchy songs, big dance numbers, and a cast full of
sorority sisters, law students, and larger-than-life characters, this
feel-good musical celebrates confidence, friendship, and the power of
staying true to yourself. Audiences will leave smiling — and definitely
thinking pink.

Our very own student Megan is performing in this show. All the very
best Megan for a wonderful run of shows!

Please click on the following link to book your tickets -
https://gladstonetheatre.org.uk/events/legally-blonde/



https://gladstonetheatre.org.uk/events/legally-blonde/
https://gladstonetheatre.org.uk/events/legally-blonde/
https://gladstonetheatre.org.uk/events/legally-blonde/

And Finally...

Year 7 Launch the ‘Network for Nature’ Project.

This week, our Year 7 students officially swapped their textbooks for
trowels and technology as they launched the Network for

Nature project. This ambitious new initiative, which sees us join forces
with Chester Zoo, aims to transform a corner of our school site into a
thriving wildlife garden. This will be desighed specifically to boost local
biodiversity and provide a sanctuary for native species.

The launch workshops saw students diving headfirst into the world of
ecology. Armed with iPads and a keen sense of curiosity, students
explored the school grounds to identify the plant life already sharing our
site. Using digital identification tools, they categorized various species
and learned the importance of protecting the UK's native flora and
fauna.

Students then moved from "digital botanists" to conservation planners,
discussing how our new garden can provide essential habitats for birds,
bees, and hedgehogs.

The second half of Year 7 will participate in their launch sessions on
Friday, 6th February.

In early March, Year 7 will be heading to the Zoo! This trip will focus on
conservation efforts and how the work we do at school connects to a
much larger picture. Keep an eye out for permission letters coming
home soon!

Do you have a green thumb, or do you just want to make a difference?
The Eco Club is the heart of the Network for Nature project, and we need
your help to bring the garden to life. The Eco Club meets in D6 on a
Wednesday after school and a Thursday at lunch time. Students are
welcome to attend one or both sessions!

Parent Carer Forum

Please click on the following link to access the Parent Carer Forum on
behalf of Cheshire West and Chester
https://mailchi.mp/39fa11445a7b/g84jy88giu-174669527e=[UNIQID]


https://mailchi.mp/39fa11445a7b/g84jy88giu-17466952?e=%5bUNIQID
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