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11 December 2025           
  

Dear Stakeholder, 

Consultation on Proposed Changes to Admissions Arrangements for The Whitby 
High School from September 2027 

1. Background 

The Governing Body of The Whitby High School, as the Admissions Authority, is consulting 
on proposed changes to the school’s admissions arrangements with effect from 1 
September 2027. These changes are intended to ensure that the school continues to 
provide high-quality education, reflects modern patterns of parental choice, and uses 
resources effectively. The Whitby High School’s Determined Admission Arrangements, 
including the proposed new policy, can be viewed on our website. 

2. Specific Proposals 

2.1 To reduce the Published Admission Number (PAN) from 300 to 270 for entry into Year 7 
from September 2027 and to maintain this PAN for entry to Year 7 going forward. 

2.2 To remove the designated catchment area from the school’s admissions arrangements. 
This is because the catchment area is outdated and does not provide any benefit to the 
school or the residents of the town. Removing it will ensure fair access for all families, 
regardless of postcode, and reflect patterns of parental choice. 

2.3 These changes will not affect students or year cohorts currently on roll or those applying 
for places for September 2026. 

3. Reasons for the Proposals 

• To assist with longer-term curriculum and resource planning. 

• To provide an optimal learning environment for students. 

• To reflect demographic trends and increased mobility, as families consider a wider 
range of schools within commutable distance. 
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• Over recent years, first preferences for The Whitby High School have been below 
300, consistent with trends across all three secondary schools in the town. 

• Another local secondary school has reduced its PAN by over 25% (60 places) for 
Year 7 entry, indicating that the Local Authority is confident there are sufficient 
places across the area to meet demand. 

• To ensure equal access by removing the catchment area. 

The Whitby High School remains committed to reviewing its PAN annually and increasing it 
if local context and demographics indicate it is required. 

4. Who is Being Consulted 

• Current and prospective parents/carers and stakeholders. 

• The Local Authority. 

• Other local admission authorities. 

• All other interested parties. 

5. How to Respond 

The consultation period runs from 11 December 2025 to 22 January 2026. 

 Comments can be submitted: 

• By post: Headteacher’s PA, The Whitby High School, Sycamore Drive, Ellesmere 
Port, CH66 2NU 

• By email: krobinson@whitbyhs.cheshire.sch.uk 

Following the consultation, the Governing Body will consider all responses and determine 
the arrangements by 28 February 2026. Any subsequent objections should be made to the 
Office of the Schools Adjudicator by 15 May 2026. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs G Fraser 

Headteacher 
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