
 



Home-learning: The Whitby Way 
All home-learning at The Whitby High School is set in the ‘Assignments’ section of the Arbor website. 
This can be accessed at home through the parent and student apps. 

Home-learning is set by individual class teachers. When setting home-learning, the teacher must 
explain the task and model how the task should be completed.  

All home-learning set should directly link to the curriculum being taught in the classroom. Tasks 
should not test students on knowledge that has not yet been taught unless it is specific research task 
with access to an information source. 

At the Whitby High School, we use a range of online platforms to support with home-learning. EEF 
research suggests that this can enhance the progress made by students (6 months). The online 
platforms used in each subject are below: 

• SPARX  
• SENECA 
• Microsoft Teams 

 

In addition to home-learning set using online platforms, at the Whitby High School extended writing 
tasks will be set to 

• Develop the skills students require to answer exam questions at GCSE and A-Level. 
• Enhance and embed literacy fluency and competency. 
• Support students to think creatively and be able to answer higher order questions. 

Teachers will give feedback on all extended writing home-learning tasks in accordance with the 
Marking and Feedback Policy. Home-learning will be assessed and reported based on the Assessment 
Policy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://welcome.sparxmaths.uk/
https://app.senecalearning.com/login
https://teams.microsoft.com/v2/


 

Regularity of Home-learning 

Year 7 
A typical week for Year 7 students is as follows but may vary in line with curriculum delivery: 

Subject Number of Lessons per Week Number of minutes of home-
learning set per week 

English 5 30 
Maths 3 30 

Science, History, Geography, 
MFL,  

2 15 per subject 

EP, Art, Music, Drama, ICT, DT 1 15 per subject 
 

 

 

Year 8 
A typical week for Year 8 students is as follows but may vary in line with curriculum delivery: 

Subject Number of Lessons per Week Number of minutes of home-
learning set per week 

Maths 4 30 
English and Science 3 30 

 History, Geography, MFL,  2 15 per subject 

EP, Art, Music, Drama, ICT, DT 1 15 per subject 

 

Year 9 
A typical week for Year 9 students is as follows but may vary in line with curriculum delivery: 

Subject Number of Lessons per Week Number of minutes of home-
learning set per week 

English 4 45  
Maths Science 3 45 per subject 

 History, Geography, DT, MFL,  2 30 per subject 

EP, Art, Music, Drama, ICT  1 15 per subject 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 
A typical week for Year 10 students is as follows but may vary in line with curriculum delivery: 

Subject Number of Lessons per Week Number of minutes of home-
learning set per week 

 Science 5 60 
English   4 60 

Maths and Options Subjects  3 45 per subject 

 

 

Year 11 
A typical week for Year 10 students is as follows but may vary in line with curriculum delivery: 

Subject Number of Lessons per Week Number of minutes of home- 
learning set per week 

Maths, English, Science 5 60 per subject 
Option Subjects 2 60 per subject 

 

Year 12 and 13 
Sixth form students will be set home-learning by each subject each week. The length of the task may 
vary according to the nature of the subject, but it will always be a significant piece of work and will be 
by marked by the subject teacher using the Marking and Feedback Policy. In addition, sixth form 
students will be set independent learning tasks by their subject teachers.  

SEND 
It is important to bear in mind the nature and timing of home-learning for SEND students. Students 
with SEND may have additional needs regarding home-learning. Teachers should ensure that work is 
adequately adapted to support their needs. 



 

Feedback on Home-Learning 
Home-learning marking will be based on the Marking and Feedback Policy 

Assessment of Home-Learning 
Home-learning will be assessed and reported based on the Assessment Policy.  

Setting Home-Learning Tasks 
All home-learning tasks are set through Arbor. If an online platform is used to complete the home-
learning e.g. Sparx the home-learning will also be set on Arbor.  

Home-learning will be set by the class teacher.  

Raising the Profile of Home-learning 
Home-learning is a basic expectation at the Whitby High School 

To raise the profile of home-learning and encourage a culture of completion: 

Home-learning club will take place every day after school between 15.20 and 16.00 in B2 and will be 
supervised by a member of the learning support team. This is to support those students who may not 
have access to ICT equipment at home and those who require additional support to complete their 
home-learning. 

 
• Students will be rewarded for completion of home-learning as per our Behaviour for Learning 

Policy.  
 

• Students who do not complete home-learning will be sanctioned using the Behaviour for 
Learning Policy.  
 

• Information to support both parents and students is available via the Home-Learning Guidance 
section of the school website. Home-Learning Guidance 

 

 

https://www.whitbyhigh.org/homelearning/

