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On the next page are the op�ons blocks for Year 12
2023/24. Students will study three/four subjects for
two years. They can choose one subject from any one
block.
There is some entry guidance with each subject. The
usual entry pa�ern into Y12 is a base of 4+ in GCSE
English and Maths alongside addi�onal requirements
for
each subject. Students will be entered for a resit
GCSE English or Maths if they just miss their 4.

All of our courses are Level 3 – this means that they
are either A’ Level or equivalent. Subjects prefixed
with ‘L3’ are now known as Applied General subjects.
These are
more coursework and skills-based with a small
examined component. Universi�es and employers
readily accept all of the qualifica�ons on offer, all
carry UCAS points for university applica�ons. As a
guide – a Dis�nc�on* in a L3 course carries the same
number of UCAS points as an A* at A’ Level.

Students can choose to study a full A’ level, full L3 or
a combina�on programme. They should choose what
they enjoy and will succeed in, as well as keeping in
mind
the subjects that they need for specific ambi�ons.
There is some really useful informa�on here h�ps://
university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices.
The subjects offered on the next page are offered on
the basis of sufficient numbers of students op�ng.
Courses may not run if numbers are too low.

Mr Barford
Headteacher

DEAR STUDENTS COURSES
Op�ons Table 4
Art & Design 5
Applied Science 6
Biology 7
Business 8
Chemistry 9
Engineering 10
English Language & Literature 11
Ethics & Philosophy 12
Food and Nutri�on 13
French 14
Geography 15
German 16
Health & Social Care 17
History 18
Informa�on Technology 19
Mathema�cs 20
Media Studies 21
Performing Arts 22
Photography 23
Physical Educa�on 24
Physics 25
Poli�cs 26
Product Design 27
Psychology 28
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ART & DESIGN
BTEC LEVEL 3: EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN

COURSE CONTENT
Students will explore the use of drawing for different
purposes, using a variety of methods and media on a
variety of scales. You will use sketchbooks /
workbooks / journals to underpin your work where
appropriate.

Unit 12:
This unit is through workshops where processes will
be taught and materials explored. Mini assignments
will be given where students will apply their knowl-
edge of the techniques taught.

Unit 3: This unit is the prac�cal
and main basis of the course. Students will explore
materials and processes based on a theme set by the
department, where they will develop ideas, produce
an outcome and evaluate the processes they have
learnt.

Unit 2:
The content for the unit is set out under four

areas; conduc�ng research and inves�ga�on, visual
analysis through deconstruc�on of imagery, under-
standing how contextual factors influence thework of
others, and reaching conclusions and judgements.

Unit 1: Students
will develop their understanding of the visual ele-
ments through how ar�sts use them to communicate.

They will apply their understanding through develop-
ing their visual communica�on through 2d and 3d
which will be extended into a themed based project
and then evaluated.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Ideally Grade 9 -5 at GCSE, but students with Grade 4
are welcome provided they show mo�va�on and
commitment. Students with no GCSE in art are also
welcome, but should also show commitment, and
prove they have an ap�tude for the subject. Stu-
dents will need to show a por�olio of their own work.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Everything has been designed by somebody - the art
and design industry is huge, employing a vast number
of people. For example, Interior/Industrial Design,
Commercial Design, Television, Theatre and Film
Industry Special Effects, Costume, Make-Up, Set
Design, Anima�on, Architecture, Teaching and Illus-
trator - to name but a few.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Photography which is par�cularly suitable for those
students wishing to pursue a career in Art, Product
Design, Graphics and Tex�les.Mathema�cs especially
for those considering Architecture.
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APPLIED SCIENCE
COURSE CONTENT
Students will be studying the Extended
Cer�ficate pathway, which requires 360 credits.

●
●
●
●

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students should have at least 4 in Separate or Com-
bined Science and Maths.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Studying BTEC Applied Science provides students
with the required knowledge to gain a place at
University in many Science based degrees such as
Forensic Science. There is also a great opportunity
to gain employment or Appren�ceships in the Chem-
ical or Science industry with this qualifica�on.

Student should who study this should be good
Independent learners, have good a�endance and be
able to manage their �me effec�vely.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
BTEC Applied Science links in well with other Science
subjects and other BTEC Level 3 courses. This is a
useful course for students who have an interest in
Science, are organised, hardworking, and good at
producing coursework.

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN
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BIOLOGY
COURSE CONTENT
In Biology you will develop prac�cal skills, by
planning experiments, collec�ng data, analysing
experimental results and making conclusions. Youwill
also learn how scien�fic models are developed, the
applica�ons and implica�ons of science, the benefits
and risks that science brings and the ways in which
society uses the science to make decisions.

These qualifica�ons are linear. Linear means that
students will sit all the AS exams at the endof their AS
course and all the A-level exams at the end of their
A-level course. You will study:

●
●
●

●

● (A-
level only)

●
(A-level only)

●
(A-level only)

● (A-level only)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is expected that you should have obtained at least
a grade 6 in GCSE Biology or GCSE Combined Science.
Students will need a 6 in Maths and English as
numerical and mathema�cal skills are important in
Biology.

You will also need to be able to communicate
effec�vely, and be able to plan and carry out
research and think cri�cally about problems.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Biology leads on to a wide range of courses and
careers. Which could include an undergraduate
degree in Life Sciences, Medicine, Environmental
Science, Forensic Science and related courses.

Employment, for example in the areas of Biological
Tes�ng, Biotechnology, Independent Research, the
Food Industry, Conserva�on, Environmental
Management, Communica�on and Educa�on.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Other Science subjects , including Applied Science,
also Sport.

A LEVEL
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BUSINESS
COURSE CONTENT
In Year 12 you will study for a Level 3 Cer�ficate in
Applied Business.

You will cover three units:

● (external exam
in January (re-sit opportunity in June)

● (an internally centre
assessed piece of work)

● (externally
assessed assignment)

In Year 13 youwill study for a Level 3 Extended Cer�f-
icate in Business.

In Year 13 you will cover three further units:

● (external exam
in January (re-sit opportunity in June)

● (an internally
centre assessed piece of work)

● (an internally
centre assessed piece of work)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of grade 4 in Maths and English GCSE.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Travel, Tourism, Leisure, Banking, Finance, Health
Service, Educa�on.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
This subject links wellwith Travel and Tourism,Health
and Social Care, Psychology and a range of other
subjects.

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN
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CHEMISTRY
A LEVEL

COURSE CONTENT
This is a two year course building on the Chemistry you
will have studied at GCSE. You will study the Chemistry
that is in the media and part of your life.

Year 1

● Atoms and Reac�ons
● Electrons, Bonding and Structure
● The Periodic Table Chains

● Basic concepts and Hydrocarbons
● Alcohols, Halogen and Analysis Energy

Year 2

● Rings, Acids and Amines
● Polymers and Synthesis, Analysis

● Rates, Equilibrium and pH
● Energy, Transi�on Elements

.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is expected that you should have at least the
equivalent of GCSE Grade 6 in Chemistry or
Combined Science, and a GCSE Grade 6 in Maths.

Voca�onal course grades not considered.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Many university courses have a significant propor�on of
Chemistry content and a GCE in Chemistry will be useful.

Whilst many job opportuni�es specifically using
Chemistry require higher qualifica�ons, most laboratory-
based jobs benefit from a chemistry qualifica�on, for
instance Dental Assistant or Veterinary Assistant. Many
employers view success at GCE Chemistry as a clear indi-
ca�on of sound academic ability.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Most other subjects link well but especially Maths
and other Science subjects.

9



ENGINEERING
LEVEL 3 FOUNDATION TECHNICAL IN

COURSE CONTENT
Engineers are in great demand in the UK. The North
West area and in par�cular Ellesmere Port have an
abundance of opportuni�es for young people in
engineering and manufacture.

The tradi�onal engineering courses at Whitby have
proved to be very successful in providing valuable
knowledge, skills and experience for students wishing
to pursue a career in Engineering.

This course replaces the old A level specifica�on and
is a two year course that follows on from studies at
KS4 (there is no accredita�on for comple�ng year 12
only). The course comprises of four assessed units:

●
(External examina�on in June of Year 12). Me-
chanical Systems (Externally set and marked
assignment submi�ed in June of Year 12).

● (Externally set, internally
assessed design unit, submi�ed in June of Year
13).

● (Externally set,
internally assessed making unit, submi�ed in
June of Year 13).

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

There are no official entry requirement for this
course, however we recommend a strength in both
Maths andPhysics, 4 or higher In English and previous
experience in a D&T subject.

For further informa�on on entry requirements see
Mr Smith in Engineering.

The full specifica�on for the subject can be found by
searching for AQA Tech-level Engineering: Design
TVQ01018 along with sample assessment material
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ENGLISH
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
You may wish to accompany your study of English
Combined with History, Geography or the Sciences as
these disciplines share the skills of essay wri�ng, rea-
soning and accuracy.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students will need a combined at least a 5 in English
Language and 6 in English Literature.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

This course is a valuable founda�on for careers in
areas such as: Teaching, Publishing, Human Resourc-
es, Journalism, Public Services, Business Develop-
ment, Social Media Management, Media Researcher
and Web Content Management. English is an exci�ng
and important qualifica�on which will enable you to
develop your skills and abili�es, providing you with
progression routes to higher educa�on, employment
or further training.

*Can be subject to change. See AQA website for full
lis�ng.

COURSE CONTENT
The s�mula�ng English Combined course draws on
the academic field of Stylis�cs in order to create a
shared English Language and Literature course that
brings together literary and non-literary discourses.
This A-Level course integrates literary and linguis�c
fields via shared concepts about the way language
choices create representa�ons, both in literary and
non-literary texts: words createworlds, both in litera-
ture and elsewhere.
As a part of your studies, you will be given the oppor-
tunity to develop your subject exper�se by engaging
crea�vely, cri�cally and independently with a wide
range of texts, including*:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Using literary and linguis�c methods and concepts,
students will analyse the above texts and their use of
genre and mode and will gain insights into the differ-
ent discourses and ideas about crea�vity. As such,
learners develop and enhance their skills as produc-
ers and interpreters of language by crea�ng texts
themselves and cri�cally reflec�ngon their own proc-
ess of produc�on.

A LEVEL
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ETHICS &
A LEVEL

COURSE CONTENT
Ethics and Philosophy is an inspiring and challenging
course. It engages with a diverse collec�on of philo-
sophical, ethical and religious concepts. Although this
subject has its roots in ancient Greece, it is has never
been more relevant in today’s modern world.
Ethics deals with issues of right and wrong. Through-
out the course youwill learn about a variety of ethical
theories from influen�al thinkers such as Kan�an
ethics and U�litarianism. This will then be applied to
contemporary moral issues (e.g. euthanasia) where
you will understand different approaches to moral
decision-making.

Philosophy is o�en understood as the ‘love of wis-
dom’. The course involves studying philosophical is-
sues and ques�ons raised by religion and belief.
These include ancient philosophical influences such
as that of Plato and Aristotle. You will have the oppor-
tunity to explore interes�ng arguments surrounding
the existence of God and religious experiences.

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course involves studying elements of philosophy
of religion, religion and ethics, and developments in
religious thought

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?

Ethics and Philosophy link well to a range of other
subjects such as psychology, history and English. It
allows you to develop the ability to analyse, per-
suade and evaluate effec�vely whilst building up a
mul�tude of other transferable skills such as crea-
�ve, cri�cal and independent thinking.

Studying Ethics and Philosophy can lead to a wide
range of university and career opportuni�es such as:
Adver�sing, the arts, broadcas�ng, compu�ng, crim-
inal psychology, journalism, marke�ng, nurses, law,
poli�cs, and teaching.

12
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COURSE CONTENT
An understanding of food science and nutri�on is
relevant to many industries and job roles. Care
providers and nutri�onists in hospitals use this
knowledge, as do sports coaches and fitness
instructors. Hotels and restaurants, food
manufacturers and government agencies also use
this understanding to develop menus, food products
and policies that that support healthy ea�ng
ini�a�ves. Many employment opportuni�es
within the field of food science and nutri�on are
available to students who complete this course.

This is an Applied General qualifica�on. This means it
is designed primarily to support students
progressing to university. It is mainly designed for
those wan�ng to pursue careers or learning in related
areas such as the food industry produc�on.

This course is made up of internal (coursework)
assignments and an externally assessed
(inves�ga�onal task). If you have any further ques-
�ons please talk to either Mrs Gunning or Mr Gun-
ning.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

The range of units available would support
students’ progression from study at GCSE, but in
par�cular GCSE`s in Food and Nutri�on, Biology,
Sport and Humani�es, however a qualifica�on at this
level is not essen�al.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

By studying for this cer�ficate alongside other
relevant qualifica�ons at Level 3 e.g. Biology, Physical
Educa�on, Sociology, learners will gain the required
knowledge to use the qualifica�on to support entry to
higher educa�on courses such as:

● BSc Human Nutri�on
● BSc (Hons) Nutri�on and fitness
● BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutri�on
● BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Biology, Sport and Humani�es

FOOD AND
LEVEL 3 APPLIED DIPLOMA IN

NUTRITION
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FRENCH
A LEVEL

COURSE CONTENT
Throughout the course, there will be a real emphasis
on France and the French speaking world. Students
will study about families and ci�zenship, youth trends
and personal iden�ty. They will also complete units
on educa�on, employment and regional culture in-
cluding media, art, film and music. Students will study
a French film and a book. In addi�on students will
cover topics such as diversity and difference and the
post-war years in France 1940 – 1950.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above at GCSE level.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Choosing a Modern Foreign Language at A Level has
the poten�al to change lives and lead the student
down an exci�ng path. There are numerous career
opportuni�es from foreign languages, obvious exam-
ples are banking, marke�ng, adver�sing and tourist
industries. Secretaries, sales staff, telephonists and
airline staff all need languages. A foreign language is

very desirable for scien�sts, Engineers and accoun-
tants. You will have a dis�nct advantage in the job
market if you can offer a foreign language.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
A Modern Language links well with a wide variety of
subjects including English, History, Art, Economics,
Sciences & Engineering.
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GEOGRAPHY
A LEVEL

COURSE CONTENT
Geography is highly valued by universi�es as an A
Level choice. It combines well with both arts and
science subjects. You may already be thinking
ahead to poten�al university and career choices so it
is worth bearing in mind that geography is a broad
based subject that really fits well for your future
progression. For example, for careers in sustainability
and green issues, urban regenera�on, energy supply,
retail loca�on, managing the effects of hazards and
climate change, geography is an obvious choice.

●
●
●
●
●
●

●

Students will be taught using a number of different
methods and there will be four compulsory days
fieldwork, which will culminate in the produc�on of
a 4000 word project.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
To be able to follow this course you will require a
grade 5 or higher in Geography, Maths and English.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
For careers in the world of business, an
understanding of global economics forms an
important part of geography. If you are thinking of a
career in law, human rights, interna�onal rela�ons or
welfare then geography gives you the opportunity to
consider relevant issues such as; How dowe measure
development? What are the consequences of
migra�on on socie�es? If you are working towards a
future course in medicine or veterinary medicine
then geography is a good choice to give your A Level
op�ons the breadth that universi�es seek, as you will
gain a clear understanding of how the environment
affects health and survival of people, animals and
ecosystems as well as enhancing your skills of wri�ng
essays and extended reports.
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COURSE CONTENT
Throughout the course, there will be a real emphasis
on Germany and the German speaking world. Stu-
dents will study about families and ci�zenship, youth
trends and personal iden�ty. They will also complete
units on educa�on, employment and regional culture
including media, art, film and music. Students will
study a German film and a book. In addi�on students
will cover topics such as diversity and difference and
the making of modern Germany 1989 onwards.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above at GCSE level.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Choosing a Modern Foreign Language at A Level has
the poten�al to change lives and lead the student
down an exci�ng path. There are numerous career
opportuni�es from foreign languages, obvious exam-
ples are banking, marke�ng, adver�sing and tourist
industries. Secretaries, sales staff, telephonists and
airline staff all need languages. A foreign language is

very desirable for scien�sts, Engineers and accoun-
tants. You will have a dis�nct advantage in the job
market if you can offer a foreign language.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
A Modern Language links well with a wide variety of
subjects including English, History, Art, Economics,
Sciences & Engineering.
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HEALTH &
SOCIAL CARE
COURSE CONTENT
Students study four units:

●
●
●
●

Aims of the course:

● To develop and sustain an interest in Health
and Social Care – issues affec�ng the care sec-
tor

● To gain knowledge and understanding of issues
affec�ng the Health and Social Care sector

● To develop skills that will help you make an ef-
fec�ve contribu�on to the Care sector, includ-
ing research, evalua�on and problem solving

● To apply knowledge and understanding
● To prepare for further study and training

Students complete a range of tasks including: mak-
ing posters, booklets, presenta�ons, case studies,
role play and reports. The use of computers to aid
work presenta�on is encouraged. If you have any fur-
ther ques�ons please talk to Mrs Gunning.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

A 4+ in English at GCSE level is required.

Students need to:
● Be focused on their work and be able to keep

to target deadlines
● Be prepared to complete guided research at

home
● Have regular a�endance at lessons

Students following this course will need to complete
two separate weeks work experience in a suitable
placement linked to Health & Social Care.

Students will be encouraged throughout the course
to take responsibility for their own learning.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Art and Design, Business, English, History, Infor-
ma�on Technology, Drama.

LEVEL 3 NATIONAL IN
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HISTORY
COURSE CONTENT
The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865-1975

●
●
●
●
●
●

The Making of Modern Britain, 1951–2007

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Historical inves�ga�on ‘The Revolu�on in France’
(Non-Examina�on Assessment)

A LEVEL

Through undertaking the Historical inves�ga�on
students will develop an enhanced understanding
of the nature and purpose of history as a discipline
and how historians work.

ENTRY REQUIREMENT
A 5 in GCSE History and 5 in GCSE English.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
English Language and Literature, Poli�cs,
Economics, Geography, Business and German.
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COURSE CONTENT
You will learn a wide range of skills whilst studying
this course, some examples include:

● The opportunity to acquire the essen�al
knowledge and tools for the world of work by
developing transferable skills such as planning,
research and analysis, working with others and
effec�ve communica�on.

● The three mandatory units examine the more
theore�cal side of ICT and Business; you will
acquire some of the skills needed to pursue an
ICT related role in Business.

● Understand how systems can be key to the
success of a business in organising their day to
day processes.

● Acquire high level web design skills through
designing and implemen�ng your own website
from scratch including all graphical content.
You will also have the opportunity to examine
more advanced skills such as cascading style
sheets and inser�ng script such as JAVA into
your website.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of a 4 in English and a GCSE or Level 2
Pass in ICT is preferred.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
This course provides a suitable founda�on for the
study of ICT or a related area through a range of
higher educa�on courses e.g. Informa�on
Technology, Informa�on Systems, Crea�ve Media.

Learners wishing to gain a Level 3 qualifica�on to
support further study in Further Educa�on (FE) and
Higher Educa�on (HE) in ICT.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Media and Photography.
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MATHEMATICS
COURSE CONTENT
The course gives students the opportunity to
understand mathema�cs and mathema�cal
processes in a way that promotes confidence, fosters
enjoyment and provides a strong founda�on for
progress or further study.

The course covers GCSE content to a higher ability
and new topics including:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A strong grade 7 in GCSEMaths and a strong grade 6 in
English are required to study A Level Mathema�cs.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Students in the last few years have gone on to study
the following subjects at University:

● Mathema�cs
● Mathema�cal Sciences
● Accountancy and Finance
● Medicine, Business Informa�on Technology
● Engineering
● Architecture
● Law
● Medical Engineering
● Civil Engineering

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Biology, Psychology, Physics, Business and Geography.

A LEVEL
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MEDIA STUDIES
LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL IN

COURSE CONTENT
Whilst studying the Level 3 Media Studies course,
students will learn a wide range of authoring and
edi�ng skills throughout a variety of mul�media so�-
ware packages. Someof the more common examples
include Adobe Photoshop and the Serif Suite as well
as video and anima�on edi�ng so�ware.

Some of the skills include pitching, planning and de-
signing with an emphasis on industry standard graph-
ic design skills. Video edi�ng, sound edi�ng and
photography skills are also featured throughout the
course. The course aims to equip students with the
skills needed to progress further at degree or founda-
�on level; this is also the case for media based ap-
pren�ceships. Indeed, several of our students have
gone on to pursue Media based degrees and appren-
�ceships and have subsequently secured posi�ons in
Media roles for a range of different companies.

Students will develop anunderstanding of how differ-
ent media ins�tu�ons operate in order to create
products that will appeal to specific target audiences.
This includes how to analyse different media prod-
ucts within the sector to understand the fundamen-
tals of howmeaning is created for audiences. You will

learn about how audiences are categorised, re-
searched and targeted by media producers and how
media ins�tu�onsdistribute andadver�se their prod-
ucts to audiences.

As part of mandatory study, students will create a
proposal, produceplanning materials and thencreate
and edit a magazine to complete professional stand-
ard. They will also look at the key aspects of pre-
produc�on and the processes that the crea�ve media
industry follows when crea�ng a product. This will
examine how research is carried out during the plan-
ning stages and how �me scales and resources can
affect the development of a new media product.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Media at Key Stage 4 is beneficial for this course but
not a necessity, new skills are taught and developed
from the ground up and there is some introductory
tutorial �me spent on familiarising/re-familiarising
students with some of the tools and techniques used
throughout the level 2 Media course.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
ICT and Photography.
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PERFORMING ARTS
BTEC LEVEL 3

COURSE CONTENT
BTEC Level 3 Na�onal in Performing Arts is an exci�ng
course that allows students to develop their under-
standing of theatre and performance in a prac�cal
and theore�cal way. There is a focus on prac�cal
aspects of theatre which is supported by the theory
behind it.

BTEC Level 3 Na�onals are voca�onal qualifica�ons
designed to promote success and achievement whilst
stretching students to be independent which we be-
lieve are skills that will set our students up for life.
The course requires students to work independently
and as part of a collabora�ve theatre company, de-
veloping skills that are transferable to a range of
situa�ons and careers. The course has been devel-
oped in collabora�on with over 5,000 universi�es,
employers and professional bodies with employabili-
ty at the heart. Students will develop the skills and
confidence they will need to take ownership of their
future with qualifica�ons that will support their de-
velopment on their chosen pathway.

There are a combina�on of assessment styles allow-
ing students to demonstrate their knowledge, skills
and understanding through work-related contexts
and give them the experience needed to succeed in
life a�er 6th form.

BTEC Level 3 Na�onal Extended Cer�ficate in Per-
forming Arts content:

• –
Students inves�gate the work of performing
arts prac��oners and develop cri�cal analy-
sis skills and contextual understanding of
how prac��oners communicate themes in
their work.

•
-

Students explore technical performance
skills with a focus on developing skills and
techniques in at least two performance
styles, assessment of both prac�cal and
wri�en work creates the overall mark for
the unit.

• –
Students explore and integrate crea�ve,
physical and vocal skills and techniques,
working collabora�vely to create a perform-
ance in response to a given s�mulus.

•
Students develop ac�ng methods by explor-
ing different ac�ng styles. They will apply
techniques to the development, rehearsal
and performance of their prac�cal work.
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PHOTOGRAPHY
COURSE CONTENT
The main prac�cal focus of the Art and Design:
Photography course is taking photographs and
refining/manipula�ng them in computer so�ware to
produce personal and crea�ve outcomes.
Tradi�onal and/or new media can be used to
undertake documentary work, photojournalism,
experimental imagery, photomontage, photographic
or digital installa�on, anima�on, video and film.

The A Level is a two year course. All examina�on
assessment work is undertaken in the second year of
the course a�er you have acquired a wide range of
personal skills through your assignments in year one.
In the second year of the course you have to
complete a Personal Inves�ga�on, (which also
includes a wri�en study), and an Externally Set
Prac�cal Task. The personal inves�ga�on and the
study together account for 60% of the final
examina�on grade - theexternally set task accounts
for the remaining 40% of the examina�on grade.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

An interest in Photography is essen�al. A 4 or above
in Photography or Art would be beneficial.

Ownership of a camera is not essen�al as you can
borrow a range of different cameras from school.
However, students having their own cameras have
the advantage of being able to take photographs at
any �me and not just when there are cameras availa-
ble for loan. (Phone cameras seldom produce images
of sufficient quality due to an inability to control
aperture and shu�er speed).

You do not need to have completed a GCSE in this
subject to take it atA Level but youdo need to beable
to control and direct your own work. The nature of
the subject is 100% coursework meaning that self-
mo�va�on and planning are crucial to ensure success.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
The course links very well with IT, Media and other
Art courses. The course uses digital cameras and
image edi�ng so�ware to produce crea�ve outcomes
from photographic images – it is not a pure
photography course. You will learn how to use digital
cameras and you will learn how to use a range of
image edi�ng and presenta�on so�ware.

The full specifica�on for the subject can be found by
searching for OCR Art and Design Photography H603.

A LEVEL
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
COURSE CONTENT
The qualifica�on prepares learners for a range of
higher educa�on courses and job roles related to the
sports sector.

There are four units on the course of which two will
be assessed through producing presenta�ons, re-
ports and administra�ng fitness tests. The remaining
two units will be externally assessed through exami-
na�ons. One of the exams will be based around the
physiology of sport and the other health, lifestyle and
training methods.

Topics include:

●

●
●
●

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Ideally a Dis�nc�on at BTEC Level 2 in Sport, although
students with a merit are welcome, provided they
show mo�va�on and commitment to their studies.

Students who have not studied BTEC Level 2 in sport
are also welcome, but will need a passion and enthu-
siasm for developing their knowledge and under-
standing of sport, health and exercise.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Previous students from Whitby have gone on to ca-
reers including Physiotherapist, Personal Trainer, Nu-
tri�onist, PE Teacher, Sports Coach, Sports Scien�st
and Sports Journalist.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Biology, Heath and Social Care, Applied Science and
Food and Nutri�on.
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PHYSICS
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COURSE CONTENT
Year 1

●
●
●
●
●

Year 2

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students will need a 6 in Physics or 6s in Combined
Science GCSEs and a 6 in Maths.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
With a Physics A Level you could aim for one of these
diverse careers using physics:

● Games designer
● Coding
● Architect
● Healthcare
● Hardware technician
● Forensic scien�st
● Meteorologist

Or you could go on to further study. Below are just a
few of the degree courses where an A Level in Physics
will help:

● Engineering
● Medicine
● Architecture
● Computer Science

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Most other subjects link well but especially
Mathema�cs and other Science subjects.
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POLITICS
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
6’s in most subjects, preferably in GCSE History and
GCSE English, but do not need to have studied a re-
lated discipline. However, candidates who have good
passes in History, Ancient History and English for ex-
ample, may adapt well to the study of Poli�cs.

FUTURE PROSPECTS
It’s ideal if you’re considering studying history, poli-
�cs, sociology, ethics, adver�sing or journalism at
university and is a highly regarded qualifica�on by
employers in industries including poli�cs, interna-
�onal organisa�ons, the media, government and the
civil service.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Sciences, Humani�es and Languages.

COURSE CONTENT
We live in an era where poli�cs is at the forefront in
young people’s minds all across the UK and indeed
across the Globe. Lively, relevant, controversial…
there are many ways to describe A-level Poli�cs.
There’s no denying that it’s one of the most interest-
ing and engaging qualifica�ons you can choose. By
covering news and current affairs from the UK and
US, it helps you understand how the UK is run and
develops research, wri�en communica�on and de-
bate skills. It also helps grow your confidence through
deba�ng.

There are three broad areas of study in this s
Pecifica�on:

● The Government and Poli�cs of the UK

● The Government and Poli�cs of the USA

● Poli�cal Ideas including Liberalism, Conserva-
�sm and Socialism

The examina�ons are en�rely essay based and
therefore there is a focus throughout the course on
extended wri�en work, accurate and independent
note taking and of course, essay wri�ng.

A LEVEL
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PRODUCT DESIGN
● Recognise the values inherent in design and tech-

nological ac�vi�es and develop cri�cal evalua�on
skills in technical, aesthe�c, ethical, economic,
environmental, sustainable, social, cultural and
entrepreneurial contexts.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need a 4+ in GCSE Product Design,
Engineering or Art.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Careers in Design, Engineering, Manufacturing, Sales,
Marke�ng, Architecture and Theatre.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Art, Maths, Sciences, Humani�es and Languages.

COURSE CONTENT
A level Product and Graphic Design will encourage
students to:

● Make use of knowledge and skills in order to work
with tasks that are challenging and interes�ng.

● Develop and sustain crea�vity and innova�ve
prac�ce.

● Recognise and overcome challenges and con-
straints when working towards the produc�on of
high-quality products.

● Develop a cri�cal understanding of the influences
of the processes and products of design and tech-
nological ac�vi�es from a modern and historical
perspec�ve.

● Draw on a range of skills and knowledge from
other subject areas.

● Draw on and apply knowledge, understanding and
skills of produc�on processes to a range of design
and technology ac�vi�es.

● Develop an understanding of contemporary de-
sign and technology prac�ces.

● Use digital technologies and informa�on handling
skills to enhance their design and technological
capability.

A LEVEL
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PSYCHOLOGY
COURSE CONTENT
The course consists of three main elements: research
methods, psychological themes and research and
applied Psychology.

Students will be expected to be able to carry out
small-scale research projects, planning ac�vi�es and
collec�ng data, then presen�ng their findings in a
formal wri�en research report. They must be able to
use sta�s�cal techniques to analyse the data.

Learners will also develop their cri�cal thinking and
independent learning skills through the analysis and
evalua�on of research studies and theories in
Psychology. Students will study research that
represents a variety of research methodologies,
issues and debates. They will be expected to be able
to discuss the inter-rela�onship between the
different areas and jus�fy differing posi�ons in
debates, such as free-will/ determinism, using
research to illustrate their viewpoint.

Understanding of Psychology is further developed
through the study of how psychological research is
used to help our understanding of issues such as
mental health and criminality. The applica�on and
.

A LEVEL

contribu�on of Psychology to society and the
economy is considered and learners should be able to
relate applica�ons to novel situa�ons.

This course enables learners to understand different
areas of the subject, for example social, biological or
cogni�ve Psychology, and to develop an
understanding of scien�fic methods. Competence
and confidence in mathema�cal and problem solving
skills is developed and learners are prepared for
careers associated with the subject.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

5 or above in English and Maths.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Educa�onal Psychologist, Criminal Psychologist,
Organisa�onal Psychologist. Any career in which
understanding other people is an integral part e.g.:
Teaching, Police, HR, Healthcare and Childcare.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
PE, English, Philosophy, Biology, Media, History,
Maths. Any subject that needs you to analyse and
think cri�cally.
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PSYCHOLOGY
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COURSE CONTENT
Students will take the extended cer�ficate pathway,
which contains 360 credits. Students will undertake
units on:

● Unit 1:
● Unit 2:
● Unit 3:
● Unit 4:

Two of the units are coursework based, whilst two
are externally examined.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students should have at least grade 4 in English and
Maths.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
It links well for taking psychology at University as it
gives a good understanding of the roles of psycholo-
gists. Any job which requires interac�ng with other
people, this can be advantageous.

WHICH SUBJECTS LINK WELL?
Applied Psychology links well to other BTEC subjects,
such as Applied Science as well as Health and Social
Care. Any subject that requires excellent organisa�on.

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN
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