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And Subsequent Events (John Keylock & Richard Maund)
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n1997, having read 'The Lost

Gardens of Heligan' John Keylock

contacted Charles Doble of Green &

Carter in the village of Ashbrittle, near

Wellington in Somerset. This company

is the world's oldest (established in 1774)

manufacturer of hydraulic ram pumps

which mechanically pump a small

quantity of water using the power of a

much larger volume of water from a

spring, stream or river. The energy of a

large water volume falling through a

small height is sufficient to lift a smaller

amount of the same water to a much

greater height. Such devices were used

at Heligan and on the Welsh Highland

Railway where they were used to fill

water tanks.

At Beddgelert an hydraulic ram pumped

water initially from the nearby Afon

Cwm Cloch to the water tank atop its

concrete supports. It is almost certain
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that there was a similar installation at

Snowdon Ranger and later - 1927/28 - at

Pont Croesor.

Forward to 2009 when our Chairman,

David Allan, was on holiday with his

wife on the Lleyn Peninsula. Standing

outside the farmhouse where they were

staying was a Green & Carter hydraulic

ram pump. The eternal optimist would

have liked to think that this could have

been from one of the WHR installations,

but its serial number proved otherwise.

It was supplied new in 1949 to a

'Building Contractor & Undertaker' near

Holyhead and had not been used at the

farm. However the farm does use an

hydraulic ram to pump water to livestock

water tanks. The disused ram has been

acquired by the WHR Heritage Group as

a museum exhibit or for future repair and

re-use (Green & Carter have offered to

repair this ram free of charge and advise

on re-installation at a suitable

location. So utilised it would

save considerable expenditure on

water rates).

Charles Doble and his wife then

travelled on the WHR and in a

subsequent telephone conversa-

tion the writer mentioned the

Gladstone coach, Gladstone the

Prime Minister and his visit to

Sir Edward Watkin at Hafod-y-

Llan in September 1892. Now

Sir Edward's grandmother was

the daughter of the tenant of Do-

I ble Farm, Ashbrittle, and he al-
./

ways fondly remembered

,...•" Ashbrittle and his grandmother's

"::;':; honest but humble origins.

Charles Doble had in his posses-

sion a Watkin family album of 1890s vin-

tage entitled 'Snowdon' & said to contain

photos of 'WHR' (& FR) interest. Next

stop - Ashbrittle!

Behold - two photographs taken circa

1895 at 'Snowdon' - the NWNG station;

one full frontal from the trackside and the

other showing a single Fairlie running

round its two-coach train.

Corn in Ashbrittle but worth going to

Egypt for!

Below - the hydraulic ram pump purchasedfor

£55 - photo D AI/an
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