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WINTER SCHOOL 2020

ocal Europe, a Brussels-based Think-Tank dedicated to research and communication on

European Foreign Policy, offers a one-week training on EU Foreign Policy at the heart of the

European Union. Vocal Europe has been providing training to young researchers and
professionals in order to assist them to gain experience and competences required to pursue a career
in research, diplomacy, media and communication.

Draft Program

Monday, 27 January 2020

e 9:00-9:30: Welcoming & Speech-short overview of the week by Vocal Europe representative
e 9:30-12:30: Lecture on the “Historical Evolution of the EU Foreign Policy”

Description: This lecture will examine the formation and shape of the EU Foreign Policy. The
participants will gain knowledge regarding the institutional design of the EU Foreign Policy
from the Treaty of Maastricht to the Treaty of Lisbon with the creation of the Common
Security Defence Policy.

e 12:30-14:00: Lunch Break provided by Vocal Europe

e 14:00-16:30: Visit to the House of European History

Description: The participants will have the unique opportunity to discover and understand
the European history, from the myth of Europe until today by different ways: exhibitions of
objects, videos, photographs and active participation.

e Social Activity: Grand Place, Delirium

Description: Grand Place is central square of the City of Brussels and is registered on
the World Heritage List of the UNESCO. Delirium bar is located at the centre of Brussels and
in 2004 won a place in the Guinness Book of records for having 2004 different kind of beers.

VOCAL
EUROPE



WINTER SCHOOL 2020

Tuesday, 28 January 2020

Theoretical analysis of the “Decision making procedure of EU Foreign Policy”:

e 9:00-10:30: Lecture on “European Union’s Foreign Policy Mechanisms” instructed by an
expert

Description: This lecture is dedicated at explaining the different kinds of mechanisms that the
EU is having in order to implement its foreign policy. The participants will learn how these
mechanisms work and interact with each other.

e 10:30-12:00: Course on “The role of the Member States” instructed by an expert

Description: After the end of this course the participants will be able to answer the following
questions: What is the role of member states in the exercise of the EU’s Foreign Policy? How
can the member states promote their interests? To what extend are the member states
influential in shaping the EU Foreign Policy?

e Lunch Break provided by Vocal Europe

e 14:00-15:30: Visit to the European Union External Action Service: European Union’s Foreign

Policy Mechanisms

Description: In this visit, the participants will have the chance to meet the practitioners of the
EU Foreign Policy making and discover their experiences.

e 15:30-17:00: Visit to the Portuguese Permanent Representation to the European Union: The

role of the Member States

Description: From the meeting to the Portuguese Permanent Representation to EU, the
participants will have the chance to understand from a member state point of view, how
representatives of the EU Member States perceive the EU Foreign Policy challenges and how
they implement their national interests.

e Social Activity: Maison Antoine Belgian Fries, Place Jourdan

Description: Maison Antoine is one of the oldest and most famous for best Belgian Fries and
it is located in Place Jourdan close to the EU institutions.
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Wednesday, 29 January 2020

e 9:00-10:30: Lecture on “The EU and International Crises” instructed by an expert

Description: Through this course the participants are going to explore how the EU is reacting,
when there is an international crisis, both from a theoretical but also from a practical point of
view.

e 10:30-12:00: Case Studies: from the two case studies the participants will have to choose one
to attend instructed by experts

1% case study: EU Foreign Policy vis-a-vis Annexation of Crimea (Russia-Ukraine)

Description: The Annexation of Crimea as a case study will focus on the EU Foreign Policy
Preferences following Russia’s annexation of Crimea, including the sanctions that the Union
impose on Russia and how the EU has been engaging with with Ukraine.

2" case study: The EU Accession Negotiations with Turkey

Description: The second case study will focus on EU enlargement strategy and the relations
between EU and Turkey. The specifics of the EU Accession Negotiations will be instructed
throough revisiting the Turkish case. In parallel with the contemporary debates, a discussion
on the future of EU-Turkey relations will also be conducted.

e 12:00-13:00: Lunch Break provided by Vocal Europe
e Visit to the European Parliament:

Description: In the Foreign Affairs Committee, we will have a chance to meet
Members of the European Parliament, who are specialized in the enlargement policies
and EU-Turkey relations and thus to understand into what exactly the MEPs are
engaging to promote the values and principles of the EU.

- Visit to European Parliaments delegations to Russia, Ukraine and Turkey (optional)

Description: During the meetings with members of these three EP Committees, the
crises between Russia and Ukraine, and the specifics of the EU-Turkey relations will
be discussed with Members of the European Parliament

e Social Activity: Tour City Centre

Description: A walk around the royal palace of Brussels, Mont des Arts, Galerie Saint-Hubert
and then drinks in an old-fashioned vintage beer house, “A la Mort Subite”.
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Thursday, 30 January 2020

e 9:00-12:00: Visit to European Union External Action Service

Description: From the visit in the European External Action Service, the participanst will have
the opportunity to discuss with the EU experts working on relations between EU and NATO.
They will be able to explain to us the perspectives of their cooperation with NATO. Most
importantly, they could answer questions regarding the further integration of CSDP and the
development of PESCO and their impact on EU-NATO future cooperation.

e 12:00-13:00: Lunch Break provided by Vocal Europe
e 14:00-17:00: visit to NATO

Description: With the visit to NATO, the participants will have the chance to interact with
NATO officials about the current security challenges that NATO is facing, its cooperation with
the EU and more.

e Social Activity: Place Luxembourg
Description: Place Luxembourg is a square in the European Quartier and is mainly known by

nicknames, Place Lux or Plux. Every Thursday evening there is a party mostly for people
working in the EU Institutions to meet with each other.
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Friday, 31 January 2020

e 9:00-11:00: Lecture on Artificial Intelligence

Description: During this lecture, the participants will have the opportunity to learn about
Artificial Intelligence and its impact on the EU diplomacy and Foreign Policy.

e 11:00-12:00: Evaluation of the participants

Description: This evaluation is aiming at helping the participants acknowledge what they have
accomplished during this whole week.

e 12:00-13:00: Lunch Break provided by Vocal Europe
e 13:00-14:00: Evaluation of the program by the participants

e 14:00- : Goodbye-speech by Vocal Europe Representative
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Disclaimer and Copyright

This document is prepared for, and addressed to Vocal Europe and its audience. Reproduction and translation for non-
commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source is acknowledged.
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