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INVITATION TO PANEL 

Can the European Union Remain Connected to Turkey? 

The accession negotiations between the European Union and Turkey have formally been in place 
since 2005, but the accession process has de facto been frozen since the significant deterioration 
of diplomatic relations following the attempted coup in July 2016. However, Turkey remains an 
important strategic partner to the EU in a number of critical areas such as migration, energy 
cooperation, trade and the fight against terrorism.  

The EU has been closely and successfully cooperating with Turkey on these matters – and it must 
continue to do so. Yet, the efforts to reinforce other areas such as democratization and the rule 
of law in Turkey have been less fruitful. In light of the current state of democracy in the country, 
and following the call by the Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee, the European Parliament 
may vote for the suspension of the accession talks on March 11.  

With local elections on March 31, which will close an important electoral cycle of in Turkey, and 
the European elections at the end of May 2019, it is the time to debate how the EU-Turkey 
relation can be shaped in the future.  

Vocal Europe therefore invites you to be part of this important panel and discuss key dimensions 
surrounding the current EU – Turkey cooperation and possible ways that can enhance it. We 
would be delighted if you were to accept this invitation and look forward to hearing from you 
shortly. We remain at your disposal for any further information. 

Please confirm your attendance by sending an e-mail to event@vocaleurope.eu  

Time:    6 March 2019, 10:00 – 12:00 
 
Output:  The discussion will be Recorded and Live Streamed. 
 
Venue:  Rue d'Arlon 80, 1040 Bruxelles (The Office) 



The Program  
 
 
09h45   Registration 
 
10h00   Welcoming Remarks and Introduction 

Ebubekir Isik, Policy Analyst, Vocal Europe (moderator) 
 
10h10   Input statement 

Sarah Lambert, Directorate-General for Neighborhood and Enlargement 
Negotiations, European Commission 

 
10h20   Perspectives from the European Parliament 

Geoffrey Van Orden (MEP), Vice-Chair of European Conservatives and 
Reformists Group 
Takis Hadjigeorgiou (MEP), Vice-Chair of Delegation to the EU-Turkey 
Joint Parliamentary Committee 

 
11h00   First Q&A Session 

 
11h20   Expert Perspective 

Cengiz Aktar, Professor of Political Science at University of Athens, 
Columnist and EU analyst with AHVAL 

  Steven Blockmans, Head of Foreign Policy Unit, Center for European  
  Policy Studies 

    
11h40    Second Q&A Session 
  
12h00   End of the Panel 

    
   
   


