TOLLESHUNT KNIGHTS PARISH COUNCIL

tkpcclerk@gmail.com/ tkpc.org.uk

Report of the Ordinary Meeting held on 15.12.2025

Planning

Planning decisions from Maldon District Council:

Lower Farm Blind Lane — Change of external wall boarding on detached car port to match stable
instead of house. Approved.

Potters Resorts Five Lakes Whitehouse Hill — new pole for supporting overhead network. No
objection.

There were no new applications to consider.

Preferred Options Colchester Local Plan (setting out the way forward until 2041). The Plan is
available to view on line or at Tiptree Library and the consultation closes on 14.1.2026. The Parish
Council will make a response as any further development in Tiptree will have an impact on
surrounding villages. Residents are also encouraged to join in the consultation.

Highways

The latest Trucam report for November showed a total of 23 captures over 2 hours in two locations —
Brook Road and Tolleshunt D’Arcy Road. The highest recorded speed was 44mph in a 30 mph speed
limit. There is no information that the police have carried out any recent speed checks in the area.

Cutting back of vegetation on the splay lines at the junction of Hawthorns with Brook Road. This was
reported to Highways who consider that no immediate action is required. The Parish Council will
contact Highways again to state that for those drivers turning right out of Hawthorns the visibility is
80% blind even with no vegetation growing at the present time. This constitutes a hazard, especially
as the Trucam patrol results show that some vehicles are going above the speed limit at this point.

The damaged road name sign in Top Road at the junction with Tolleshunt D’Arcy Road has been
reported to Highways and is to be repaired.

Budget and precept

The Council has now completed the process of setting the budget for the year 2026-27.
Consideration was given to the need for match funding any grant received for the refurbishment of
the play area, and for any necessary general tree works in the coming year. Again the issue of the
oak trees and subsidence of the Hall has not been decided, and some funds must be put aside to
deal with this if any decision is reached by the insurers. The precept for 2026-2027 was then set at
£23,000.

Playing field/Village Hall

The Community Heartbeat Trust has been advised that there is no vehicular access to the
defibrillator overnight once the gates are shut, but access by foot is still possible.

Work on obtaining replacement Deeds for the playing field is ongoing.
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Tree work. A contractor will shortly be carrying out some necessary tree work in the playing field,
and the Essex Wildlife Trust Rangers will also be working in the lower woodland to reduce vegetation
and remove some dead trees. The Council will then take the advice of a contractor to decide on
when regular tree inspections should be carried out.

Play area

The Council is now working on obtaining a grant from the National Lottery for the refurbishment of
the play area. As part of this process residents will be consulted on their thoughts on the play area,
and this survey can be found on Facebook. It would be helpful to have as many responses as
possible.

Insurance claim regarding the felling of the oaks. There is nothing further to report.

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 19* January 2026 at
7.30 pm. The public are invited to attend and the agenda will be posted on the Parish Council
website and the notice board in the Village Hall car park in due course.




