TOLLESHUNT KNIGHTS PARISH COUNCIL
tkpc.org.uk
Parish Clerk: V Banyard
tkpcclerk@gmail.com
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held in the Village Hall Tolleshunt Knights on 16.12.2024

Present:

Councillor D Tungatt (Chair)

Councillor M Porter (Vice Chair)

Councillors G Cook, N Lewis, R Long and M Thompson.
Parish clerk — V Banyard.

Two members of the public were present.

PLEASE NOTE: The insurers and solicitors involved in the subsidence claim of the
Village Hall have advised the Parish Council that it must not discuss with any members
of the public or press any matters to do with this claim or with the felling or otherwise of
the three oak trees. The reason given is that this is an ongoing legal matter. Should the
position change the Parish Council will provide further information.

To receive questions/enquiries from members of the public, and to receive an answer at an
appropriate time in the agenda.

A member of the public explained that she had been in touch with Wilkins to come and cut
back their hedges in Top Road. This has now been done but not very well. She asked about
the sweeping of the car park and drive way and was advised that two sweeps per annum have
been included in the budget for the year 2025-2026. Councillor Mr Porter undertook to check
all the hedges in Top Road and any that were overhanging the road would be reported to
Highways,

The new owner of Palmers Farm Top Road spoke of his application (see 24/00893/FUL
below).

3755.01 To receive apologies for absence, other announcements and Declarations of Interest
in the Meeting’s agenda items.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs Dennis.

No Declarations of Interest were made.

3756.01 To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 19.11.2024.
It was RESOLVED to approve the above Minutes.

3757.01 To receive items of information on the above Minutes.

Councillor Mr Long asked that it be recorded that he felt the Parish Council was not doing its
duty to the public in following the insurer and legal adviser’s advice that the Parish Council
could not discuss the issue of the oak trees with members of the public.

3758.01 To consider planning issues:
There were no decisions from Maldon District Council.

New applications.

24/00893/FUL | Palmers Farm 3 Top Road Demolition of existing house and
Tolleshunt Knights outbuildings, erection of replacement
dwelling and associated garage/home office.
It was RESOLVED to approve this
application.




24/00867/FUL | Hallfield Gate Barnhall Road | Demolition of existing detached house and
Tolleshunt Knights new build of four bedroom house, annex
and double garage with pond/lake within
grounds, solar panels and landscaping
works.

It was RESOLVED to object to this
application on the grounds that the
proposals are uncharacteristic in the street
scene and of a poor design,

Enforcement issues — progress report (if any). There was nothing to report from Maldon
District Council.

It was RESOLVED to approve the Freedom of Information format devised by Little Totham
Parish Council regarding enforcement issues in the parishes. Each of the three Councils
would now take it in turns to send the request to Maldon District Council every month.
Other planning issues. No issues were raised.

3759.01 To consider any report that the Clerk may make and correspondence received.
There was nothing to consider.

3760.01 To consider any Highways issues.
No Trucam report was available.

3761.01 Public rights of way report.
Due to the weather some footpaths are very wet and muddy.

3762.01 Road Safety report
No issues were raised.

3763.01 Press Officer’s report
There was nothing to report.

3764.01 Report of the Village Hall Management Committee representative

The VHMC has advised that it does not hold any Deeds to the Parish Council’s playing field.
As a result it was RESOLVED that the Council will seek a free appointment with Holmes
and Hills solicitors in Tiptree to get their advice on how the Deeds could be replaced.

The recent Christmas Fair was very successful and made a profit of £3,500 for the Hall.

The VHMC asked if the Parish Council would be interested in installing a clothing bank in
the playing field car park. This was discussed but it was RESOLVED by the Council not to
do this.

3765.01 To receive the financial reports for December and to approve cheques for payment.
The financial reports were received and noted.
It was RESOLVED to authorise the following payments:

V Banyard Clerk’s salary and expenses Dec £ 31742

HMRC Clerk’s tax Nov £ 69.00

Councillor Mr Porter will continue to look into internet banking for the Parish Council.

3766.01 To consider the report of the Budget working party and to set the budget and precept
for the year 2025-2026.

The draft budget was discussed and some changes made — tree works, the supplying of new
Deeds for the playing field and expenditure on the play area would all come from reserves.




The relining of the car park would only go ahead if the VHMC agreed to share the cost. It
was then RESOLVED to agree the new draft of the budget and to set the precept for the
above year at £17,306.

3767.01 To further consider arrangement for the review of the Council’s Financial
Regulations using the new Model issued by the NALC This is ongoing and will be brought to
the January meeting. In the meantime the current Regulations will continue to be used.

3768.01 To revisit and discuss the Code of Conduct as adopted by Tolleshunt Knights Parish
Council.

In discussions it was noted that all matters should be brought to the full Council and that
nothing should be discussed outside of the Council. Members represent the Council and
cannot give their individual opinions. What a member does is a reflection on the whole
Council.

3769.01 To consider any issues concerning the playing field and play area, Village Hall and
car park and CCTV systems

Regular checking of the defibrillator takes place.

Grounds maintenance — renewal of contract for the year 2025-2026. It was RESOLVED that
Maldon District Council’s team will be asked to carry out a yearly cut of the hedges in the
playing field driveway.

It was RESOLVED not to grant a request by Torquespeed adult Football Club to use the
playing field for practices or matches.

3770.01 Update — insurance claim VHMC versus the Parish Council.
Councillors discussed the recent remote meeting with its insurer and legal representative, and
on their advice it was RESOLVED to make the following statement:

Evidence has been received that implicates three oak trees owned by the Parish Council in
ongoing movement and damage to the Village Hall. It is not possible under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 S42 to release the specifics of the information or the evidence.

There is an obligation in law upon the controller/owner of the trees to take action to prevent
the ongoing nuisance. Quotations for a root barrier are, however, expensive and not within
the budgetary scope of Tolleshunt Knights Parish Council.

The Parish Council has no appetite to remove the Tree Protection Orders on the oaks.
However, any action is restricted at present by the Tree Protection Orders and the potential
for bat habitats in the trees.

It was therefore RESOLVED at the meeting on 16.12.2024 that Tolleshunt Knights Parish
Council will not be applying to remove the Tree Protection Orders but understands that the
Third Party in the claim will progress that action and that this is therefore out of the Parish
Council’s hands.

3771.01 To consider other items of information for inclusion in a future agenda.
No other issues were raised.

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 9.10 pm.

The above Minutes were approved at the meeting dated 20.1.2025 and recorded as
Minute ref: 3773.01.



