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	Friends and colleagues of Sasha Bhat across the VCSE sector are deeply saddened by her passing. Sasha was a much-loved and respected supporter of what VCSE organisations can do, particularly to support young people, people from marginalised communities and those experiencing mental health problems. She was also a huge champion of arts and culture and so many people will remember Sasha for her involvement in Speaker’s Corner, Women of the World (WOW) and, more recently, as a Director of Bradford 2025.
	It’s been just over a month since we lost Sasha. It is difficult to find the words to express our deep appreciation for all that Sasha was and did on behalf of our diverse communities across Bradford District and Craven as well as in the broader world including her beloved Kashmir. We hope this acts as a fitting tribute to her and provides her family and friends some comfort and a sense of just how loved and respected Sasha was, the legacy she leaves and how much she will be missed.

	As a human being, Sasha was one of the kindest people any of us have had the privileged to know, had one of the very brightest minds, was brave, passionate, showed quiet but steely determination, and was always generous in sharing her wisdom. Sasha fought constantly to bring fairness and equity into the world and to drive positive change.
	Sasha was deeply devoted to her faith. She was selfless; even in her darkest times, Sasha continued to reach out to support others with their own personal challenges. So many stories have been shared about how Sasha has supported so many of us to learn, grow and to be the best versions of ourselves. She supported us and also challenged us to be better. The legacy she leaves behind can be found in people in communities, and friends and colleagues across both the VCSE sector and right across our District and beyond.

