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INTRODUCTION

The biggest news this month is Solent Flyer, the
BHT 130 that was the previous generation of
Solent passenger hovercraft is now on its way to
Kazakhstan, to join its sister open deck craft the
Caspian Falcon. The craft should be most useful
for personnel logistics to the Kashagan field,
year-round.

At the end of May the Royal Norwegian Navy
held an Industry day in Bergen for potential
suppliers to pitch their equipment and capabilities
for the JCC amphibious assault programme. Both
Griffon Marine and ESNA were there. In this
issue we have ESNA’s proposed vessel. The
industry event should provide a good starting

BHT 130 Caspian Eagle offshore Ryde before delivery to COC, courtesy Griffon Marine Ltd

point for example integration of the electronic
systems, payloads, such as drones and vessel
concepts to begin war games simulations of the
various scenarios foreseen for the JCC by both
the Norwegian and the UK Marines and Navy.

We follow news of a number of ACV and SES in
this issue together with company news, and
information on the recreational events across the
world this summer.

While Silverstream are maturing their market in
Air Lubrication with shipbuilders, DnV have now
completed a survey report into the various
systems now on offer, supported by the European
Maritime Safety Agency.




NEWS ITEMS

SOLENT EXPRESS GOES TO COC

Image above from YouTube video courtesy
Richipat channel 18" April 2026, coming ashore
at Lee on Solent ( see below for link)

Griffon Marine announced on April 20" the
successful sale of their BHT-130 series
hovercraft, the Solent Express, to Caspian
Offshore Construction (COC). COC operates
across the Caspian Sea region and the Middle
East area.

Soon to be renamed Caspian Eagle, this vessel
has a proud history as a reliable, high-capacity
passenger ferry. Now, it’s gearing up for a brand-
new chapter supporting offshore marine services
in the North Caspian Sea.

Here is what the Caspian Eagle will be tackling
in its new role, from GML and COC:

e C(ritical Offshore  Support:  Providing
emergency standby cover, personnel
transportation, and evacuation services for
vital oil and gas infrastructure.

o Extreme Environments: Operating seamlessly
across shallow waters, mudflats, and ice,
braving temperature extremes from -35°C in
the winter to +40°C in the summer.

e Unmatched  Versatility:  Utilizing  its
amphibious capabilities to navigate the
region's fluctuating sea levels and safely
deliver rapid response times in remote,
hazardous locations.

The Caspian Eagle won’t be alone on this
mission. It is joining its sister craft, Caspian
Falcon (formerly Suna X), which has been
successfully operating in the COC fleet for the
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past nine years. Together, these two BHT-130
variants will support offshore energy operations
in one of the world's most demanding marine
environments.

This redeployment perfectly highlights the
incredible adaptability and durable engineering
of the GML hovercraft fleet. From coastal
passenger ferries to complex offshore operations,
Griffon Marine Ltd hovercraft are built to deliver
reliable performance anywhere on earth.

The SeaWork.com newsletter has provided the
following additional information, extracted from
their article here.

Caspian Offshore Construction (COC) will
operate the Caspian Eagle in the North Caspian
as part of a fleet of icebreakers, tugs,
accommodation and specialised vessels, ensuring
safe and efficient service for oil and gas projects.

The region presents uniquely challenging
conditions, including extremely shallow waters
and temperature extremes ranging from -35°C in
winter to +40°C in summer.

Hovercraft, and the newly-named Caspian Eagle
are particularly well-suited to this environment,
with their amphibious capability enabling safe,
rapid response across water, mudflats and ice—
conditions that are expected to become even more
variable as the level of the North Caspian Sea
fluctuates.

COC’s operations are focused on supporting
critical oil and gas infrastructure, providing
emergency standby cover and personnel
transportation and evacuation services. The
addition of Caspian Eagle will significantly
enhance their ability to respond quickly and
effectively in remote and hazardous locations.

The Suna X, a licensed variant of the BHT-130
built by Kvichak Marine Industries in Seattle,
USA, was originally configured for passenger
and cargo transport, serving remote Alaskan
communities where conventional transport
options were limited. Today, both craft will
operate together to support offshore energy
operations in one of the world’s most demanding
marine environments.

Mark Downer, CEO of Griffon Marine, said,
“Hovercraft are ultimately adaptable platforms,
capable of operating in an extraordinary range



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoverwork_BHT130
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoverwork_BHT130
https://www.griffonmarine.com/news/solent-express-sale/
https://seawork.com/newfront/news/from-solent-express-to-caspian-eagle

of environments—from inland passenger ferry
services to supporting complex oil and gas
operations. It is a testament to the original build
quality and design of these remarkable BHT-130
hovercraft that they continue to deliver value
today and will do so long into the future, even in
some of the most extreme operating conditions on
earth.”

Timur Sharapiev, Director General, Caspian
Offshore Construction added, “We are delighted
to welcome the second of these highly capable
BHT-130 hovercraft into our fleet. Their proven
performance and versatility make them ideally
suited to our operations in the North Caspian
Sea, where reliability and adaptability are
critical to ensuring the safety of offshore
personnel.”

Griffon Marine’s continued support of the global
hovercraft market provides durable, high-
performance vessels that can be redeployed and
repurposed to meet evolving operational
demands worldwide.

Our Thanks to Seawork, and to GML for the
above material.

There is a video of the Solent Express from 18"
April 2026 by Richjpat channel on YouTube of
the craft in the Solent, visiting Ryde, and Lee on
Solent, is here (9:13).

Caspian Falcon is an open welldeck craft, in
contrast to Caspian Eagle. The Specification can
be seen here, on the COC site.

Image above, Caspian Falcon courtesy COC.

The steady development of the NE Caspian
Oilfields over the last decade will have increased
the personnel working offshore at the production
islands and so this increased transfer capacity

3

ISSN 2576-2182

with Caspian Eagle at relatively high speed will
be very useful to the asset operators in the coming
years. Caspian Falcon has long operated to the
Kashagan Field about 40km from the northeaster
shore. The field is developed on a number of
artificial islands. Current production is around
400,000 bbl/d. The crude is high in sulphur which
demands very high safety precautions at site. In
addition to Kashagan that area of the Northeast
Caspian is also very prospective.

COC Internet site can be found here, with a data
sheet for the craft.

GRIFFON MARINE OTHER NEWS
GML at Asia Pacific Maritime

The company exhibited at the biannual Asia
Pacific Maritime Exhibition and Conference,
held in Singapore at the Marina Bay Sands from
March 23 to 25,

They presented Griffon Marine Solutions and
their capabilities to support shipyards and
operators with:

e New vessel design and development
Specialist and high-performance craft
engineering

e Retrofit and modification projects

e Supplementary engineering capacity on
complex builds

As part of their presentation, examples shown

were their amphibious landing craft concept, a

high-speed monohull craft and an SES CTV as

illustrated below. In addition, they presented
their work on hybrid power plants.

Above, GML SES CTV concept as presented at
Asia Pacific Marine. Image Courtesy Griffon
Marine Limited.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUQyTziV_Qk
https://coc.kz/caspianfalcon-enn
https://coc.kz/caspianfalcon-enn

Anna Lambert appointed head of shipyard

| »* L0 /8
Griffon Marine has announced the appointment
of Anna Lambert as its new Head of Shipyard,
strengthening the company’s leadership team as
it builds on a highly successful year of
commercial growth, new contract wins and
industry recognition.

Anna joins Griffon Marine with a wealth of
experience spanning military, government and
commercial sectors, bringing a proven track
record in programme delivery, operations and
maritime project leadership.

Commenting on her appointment, Anna Lambert
said:

“I'm incredibly excited to be joining Griffon
Marine at such a pivotal time. The business has
had a fantastic 12 months, securing significant
new contracts and earning well-deserved
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national and industry recognition through
multiple awards. 1I'm looking forward to building
on this momentum, further strengthening our
shipyard capabilities and delivering exceptional
results for our customers with a focus on quality,
safety and teamwork.”

In her new role, Anna will be responsible for the
overall leadership and operational performance
of Griffon Marine’s shipyard. This includes
overseeing refit and retrofit programmes,
managing complex vessel projects, driving
efficiencies across the yard, and ensuring the
highest standards of quality, safety and customer
satisfaction. She will also play a key role in
scaling the shipyard’s capabilities to meet
increasing demand from marine operators
seeking specialist engineering expertise.

More on this story from GML here.

ESNA NEws

ESNA announce JCC Contender

Drawing on 40 years of Surface Effect Ship
(SES) expertise, ESNA proposes a 22 m craft
designed for littoral commando operations in
harsh arctic conditions.

An artist’s impression of this craft in service is
shown below, courtesy ESNA as.

“We have designed a vessel that stands out - with
a maximum speed of 67 knots,” says Naval
Architect and Co-founder of ESNA, Trygve
Halvorsen Espeland. “The vessel further offers a
comfortable air-cushioned service speed of 35-45
knots and has unique beach landing capabilities



https://www.griffonmarine.com/news/anna-lambert-head-of-shipyard/

utilizing the air cushion and an integrated bow
ramp.”

The vessel is fully prepared for future
warfighting, integrating features such as drones,
embedded sensors, low signatures, high load
carrying capacity, and rapid all-weather response
capabilities, whether manned or fully unmanned.

The craft operates with a crew of 3 and offers a
load carrying capacity of up to 14 tons,
accommodating  vehicles, drones, missile
systems, and remote-controlled weapons
systems. It can deploy up to 24 fully equipped
troops to remote beaches at speeds ranging from
45 to 67 knots, depending on loading and weather
conditions. Advanced situation awareness and
communications systems are also integrated.

The active air cushioned motion damping system
ensures troops arrive ready for action and well-
rested. Personnel and mobility assets—including
all-terrain vehicles and snowmobiles—exit the
vessel via a large bow ramp. The air cushion
provides unique beaching performance by lifting
the vessel off the beach upon departure, allowing
for very shallow beach landings.

ESNA has demonstrated the beach landing
capabilities of an SES with the daughter craft Sea
Puffin 1. A full video of this is available on
YouTube here.

ESNA has

presented this concept to
UK/Norwegian special forces and has released
the design for a broader public during an Industry
Day hosted by the UK/Norwegian Navies in
Bergen on May 27" Key Advantages of the
ESNA SES JCC Concept are listed as:

o Extremely Low Resistance: Achieves max
speeds up to 67 knots in calm water.

o Superior Seakeeping: Provides excellent air
cushioned performance in waves and a low
seasickness incidence ratio.
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e Beaching: The air cushion provides unique
outstanding beaching performance, by lifting
the bow onto and off beach/sea bottom.

¢ Reduced Signatures: Features reduced radar,
thermal, visual, acoustic, underwater noise, and
magnetic signatures.

o Logistics & Deck Space: Offers high load
carrying capacity and a large deck space with
drive-through capability.

o Safety & Comfort: Includes active ride motion
damping and reduced impact from high-speed
slamming loads. Delivers personnel mission
ready with reduced fatigue from vessel transit.

e Compliance: Compliant to nearly all Annex A
Shall and Should requirements (ref: JCC RFI).

e Common platform: The SES JCC platform
meets all the JCC roles (“vessel type A, B and
C”, as defined by the JCC RFI).

Operational Heritage: SES vessels have been in
operation for the Royal Norwegian Navy (RNoN)
since 1992. ESNA has developed commercial
SES from 2015, with new technologies that offer
substantial operational improvements.

SNA SES JCC MAIN CHARACTERISTICS

e Length: 21.5m

e Beam: 7.5m

e Draught: 0.5 m on cushion

e Service speed: 35-45 knots

e Maximum speed: 67 knots

e Range at 0.5m Hs: > 600 nm at service speed
e Propulsion: 2 x Water jet

e Payload: 14 tons, multiple

mission load configurations
e Cargo transfer: Bow and stern ramp, roll
on/off and drive-through capabilities

Joint Commando Craft Project

The purpose of the JCC Project is to upgrade the
Norwegian Coastal Ranger Commando's
(Kystjegerkommandoen) current vessel and
provide the UK Commando Force with a new
surface manoeuvre capability.

This capability is focused on enhancing
performance in speed, endurance, survivability,
and sea-keeping abilities.

The vessel will enable special forces to project a
force over extended distances, operating in all
environments from the open sea to very shallow



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRztGkPz-PU
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waters, and will provide additional payload
options.

Ultimately, this will improve the ability to
achieve improved situational awareness, target
acquisition, and the deployment/landing of
personnel and mobility assets along rugged
coastlines and during offshore operations.

The JCC acquisition will follow a customized
project model for a joint UK/Norwegian
procurement, with leadership provided by the
Norwegian Defence Materiel Agency under the
bilateral defence pact — the Lunna House
Agreement. The majority of the vessels will be
built by Norwegian shipbuilders.

STRAT SKUA 23 PRESENTED IN MADRID

Image above Strat Skua 23 courtesy ESNA.
Top of page, main deck layout of Strat Skua 23.

ESNA joined the Team Norway group exhibiting
at the Wind Europe Exhibition and Conference,
Madrid, April 21% to 23" to present its new model
of Wind CTV — the Strat Skua 23.

This has been developed from the earlier Strat
Skua 26 to optimise speed, range, fuel efficiency,
and provide a more open bow deck space for
containerised or palletised payloads.

Strat Skua 23 Specification

Passenger Seats 24

Safe boat landing access 1.8 m Hs
Fore cargo deck 45 m2
Maximum Speed 45 knots

Service Speed  35-40 knots @ 111tr/nm
Service Speed in >1m Hs 26-32 knots
Propulsion 2 X Waterjet @ 1050-1100 kW

Engine alternatives: ~ MTU V12 S2000 M72,
MAN D2862 LE 483/489 or Caterpillar C32

Lift fan Engines 2 off Steyr SE 186E34

The full specification for Strat Skua 23 and 26
models can be found here.

ESNA contends that the new design combines
market leading speed and fuel economy with a
spacious forward cargo deck. It is a business
improving choice for windfarms located 20-50
nautical miles from shore.



https://www.esna.no/projects

As proven with CWind Pioneer and Aircat 35, the
fuel saving is 30-50% compared to traditional
crew transfer vessels.

ESNA are marketing the Strat Skua 23 together
with Strategic Marine in Singapore who built the
three Aircat 35 vessels for offshore personnel
transfer in Angola. Strategic Marine have local
offices and support in Europe for clients.

Wind Europe is one of the major Wind Power
Industry exhibitions and conferences.

CMI PROCURE PAIR OF GHB000
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GHS8000 Changi Airport Rescue, Image courtesy
Griffon Marine Ltd

CMI Offshore Group completed the purchase of
two 40 knot 23m hovercraft capable of carrying
40 passengers in June 2025.

The vessels were initially operated by Changi
Airport as part of their rescue capability and were
mobilised to the CMI venture facility in Malaysia
for vessel overhaul and upgrade after purchase.

The craft were renamed CMI ACV Mangistau
Alpha (built 2002, IM0O9288136 alternative name
Hover Search), and ACV Shadowfax (built 2013,
IMO 9751703, alternative name CMI 113) Data
sheets for the craft are available here.

CMI Offshore have operations in the Caspian
supporting offshore oil and gas projects. Via
Mangistau ACV solutions the company has also
operated the hoverbarge Argymak (IMO
9872315) on trial operations to the Kashagan
offshore oilfield. The barge appears to remain at
Bautino NCOC Marine Supply Base in NE
Caspian at present.

In the last two years the operator has been
reassessing supply transportation to Kashagan
that Argymak formed a component of. Presently
it is unclear what the next step is for containerised
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payload deliveries offshore apart from the
traditional tugs and barges used in the months
when there is no ice in that NE Caspian.

CIRRUS SES UPDATE

Photo above courtesy MarineTraffic.com and
photographer Filippos Filippou

The Sea Star Tilos operated by Tilos Travel is
designated for the Rhodes (Greece) to Fethiye
(Turkey) route. This was operated over last
summer, but since August 2025 there have been
irregular services.

While listed for 2026 services, the vessel appears
still to be undergoing repairs after taking on water
at a shipyard in February 2026. Tilos took on
water during a maintenance task in Yalova
harbour, Turkiye, in the Marmara southern coast.

SILVERSTREAM NEWS

SILVERSTREAM

Making net-zero
shipping a reality

Market-leading
air lubrication
technology

Noah Silberbauer, CEO of Silverstream
Technologies has recently visited Japan and
Tokyo for meetings with shipbuilders. While
there he also had a session with a large gathering
of journalists and fielded many questions about
energy saving within shipping, and particularly



https://cmioffshore.com/project-type/air-cushion-vehicles/

his air lubrication technology that is used by
many Chinese and Japanese shipbuilders.

Subsequently he has prepared a summary article
that gives insight into the energy saving
technologies for shipping and their current
application. The article can be seen here.

There is also a useful video on the components of
the system here.

ALFA LAVALALS SYSTEM

=
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Few compressors

Alfa Laval have posted a video of their Air
Lubrication System in LinkedIn here in April. It
gives some different details of the fluidic
resonator distributor bands used for this system
than the earlier video on their site here, and
illustrated above, courtesy Alfa Laval.

EU RESEARCH PROJECT REPORT RELEASED

European Maritime Safety Agency

HULL AIR LUBRICATION
SYSTEMS STUDY

STUDIES ON PROMISING TECHNOLOGIES
& ALTERNATIVE FUELS FOR SUSTAINABLE
SHIPPING

A major research report into ship hull Air
Lubrication technologies has been published by
the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)
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in February 2026. Det Norske Veritas carried out
the research under a framework contract with
EMSA.

This study presents a comprehensive assessment
of Hull Air Lubrication Systems (ALS) for
maritime  shipping, focussing on their
technological maturity, economic viability,
regulatory context, and safety implications.

The study presents ALS as an interesting yet still
maturing technology while the shipping industry
still needs to have a clear picture of how systems
perform under service conditions, they propose.

The authors suggest that continued research, full-
scale trials, and collaborative efforts among
shipbuilders, vendors, classification societies and
regulators are essential to fully exploit the
potential of ALS in sustainable maritime
operations.

Systems investigated include Damen Air Cavity,
Silverstream Technology, Hanhwa Ocean, HD
Hyundai, Samsung Heavy Industries SAFER-
Air, Alfa Laval Ocean Glide, and Armada
Technologies Passive Air Lubrication System.

The report details review of IMO regulations,
various classification society rules, basic physics
of the different systems, Safety Assessment via
HAZID, and application of such systems whether
retrofit or in new builds.

The report can be found here and is freely
downloadable:

EMSA Hull Air Lubrications Systems Study,
February 2026, 152pp ISBN: 978-92-95229-47-1

HOVERTRAVEL NEWS
Combined trip/minibus for up to 8 passengers

Hovertravel posted on 14" April a new and
enhanced travel option for group visitors to the
Isle of Wight, delivered in partnership with
Premier Rental.

With group fares available from just eight
passengers, customers can now combine a
hovercraft crossing with the convenience of a 9-
seater minibus delivered directly to Ryde
Hoverport  for  visits to the IoW.
Requiring only a standard Category B driving
licence, this solution enables families, friends and
multi-generational groups to travel together



https://silverstream-tech.com/news/from-tokyo-to-new-york-shipping-focuses-on-practical-ways-to-decarbonise/
https://silverstream-tech.com/video/bringing-the-silverstream-system-to-life/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/alfa-laval_alfa-laval-oceanglide-air-distribution-bands-activity-7453042497674485760-HQb4?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAgmaoEB4LYyaxjDZhK7wo4vIYMMDoJqptI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/alfa-laval_alfa-laval-oceanglide-air-distribution-bands-activity-7453042497674485760-HQb4?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAgmaoEB4LYyaxjDZhK7wo4vIYMMDoJqptI
https://www.emsa.europa.eu/publications/reports/item/5633-hull-air-lubrication-system-study.html

seamlessly and explore the island with complete
flexibility.

As demand for shared travel experiences
continues to grow, partnerships like this ensure
Hovertravel can offer greater choice,
convenience and connectivity for visitors.

Photo above courtesy Hovertravel.
Additional Crossings during Bank Holiday

Hovertravel added 46 additional crossings over
the Spring Bank Holiday weekend and Half-term
week to meet increased customer demand driven
by good weather and the extended holiday period.

The extra flights demonstrated the operational
flexibility of Hovertravel’s unique service, with
rapid turnaround times and a crossing duration of
under 10 minutes enabling capacity to be added
quickly when required.

Customers can view all additional services on the
interactive timetable here.

Savings on fares with advance booking

Travellers can now get 10% or more savings by
booking at least 48 hours in advance of a flight.

To qualify for an advance fare, travel must be
booked 48 hours or more before the scheduled
departure time. e.g travel at 10:15 on a Saturday
must be booked before 10:15 on the preceding
Thursday. Bookings made within 48 hours of
departure will be charged at the standard fare.

Information on fares can be found here.

Hover and Walk event on 9™ May

Hovertravel was honoured to welcome senior
representatives from Dementia UK to the Isle of
Wight, including CEO Hilda Hayo and Chair of

Trustees Professor David Croisdale-Appleby at
the end of April.
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The wvisit highlighted the strength of local
fundraising efforts, including a recent charity
event in Wootton, IoW, and the vital role of
Admiral Nurses in supporting families affected
by dementia.

Above the visit by senior representatives of
Dementia.uk to Hovertravel in Ryde, Courtesy
Hovertravel

As a long-standing supporter, Hovertravel
remains committed to raising awareness and
funds for this important cause. As part of this,
they hosted a Hover & Walk event on 9 May,
aligned with the Isle of Wight Walking Festival.
The event was free to join, with participants
encouraged to fundraise in support of Dementia
UK.

BHC NEws
New Hov-Pod

Above, Hov-Pod BHX plug courtesy BHC

At the end of March BHC gave a sneak peek at
the mould plug for a new Hov-Pod design - The
Hov-Pod “BHX”.

Thay have said they will be holding a launch
event for people to come and try (along with some



https://www.hovertravel.co.uk/
https://www.hovertravel.co.uk/standard-fares
https://www.dementiauk.org/

of the other BHC models) soon and with more
details and full specifications to follow.

Latest Tidal Pro

Above the Tidal Pro in hunting camouflage with
driver in matching gear and shades! Courtesy
BHC

Already out on commercial duty — and turning
heads while doing it. Finished in a striking camo
design, this hovercraft isn’t just built to
perform... it’s built to stand out.

Engineered for versatility, speed, and reliability
across challenging environments, the Tidal Pro is
already proving itself where it matters most — in
real-world operations.

From shoreline to open water and everything in
between, this is next-level amphibious capability
in action.

NZ Craft arrive, and First goes to All Blacks

.

=

. -
e

Above the All-Blacks’ Beast, Courtesy BHC

Four hovercraft have arrived in New Zealand,
with BHC distributor BHC New Zealand.
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The first has gone to the All-Blacks Rugby Team
at Eden Park, Auckland, an ex-demo All-Black
Beast hovercraft.

This machine will be bringing the excitement to
fans with mascot rides and firing T-shirts into the
waiting crowd during events — taking matchday
entertainment to a whole new level!

As the hovercraft rides on a cushion of air, this
leaves no damage to the pitch, it is left in pristine
condition. BHC are hoping to see lots more
hovercraft in stadiums in the near future.

Meanwhile, the red Beast XL has officially gone
to its new owner on the South Island, who is
absolutely over the moon with the craft.

Finally, the white Beast XL is now the new demo
craft for their distributor Stuart Otter. BHC hope
to share plenty more photos and videos as this
hovercraft starts showcasing what it can do.

Another craft to Norway

P .'-'._‘ P TR R o -
An amazing photo of the Coastal Pro at its new
home in Norway, courtesy BHC.

Early May two of the BHC team delivered a
Coastal-Pro in person, to Norway. Across the
water and ice this Coastal-Pro, in beautiful
Gentian Blue, will carry its owner to his cabin all
year round.

When ice is just too soft for a snowmobile and
just too difficult with a boat or jet ski the Coastal-
Pro comes into its own.

The BHC team completed the delivery and
training in person, proving that BHC really can
cover everything, everywhere!




NEOTERIC NEWS

e

Above image from YouTube video courtesy
Neoteric Hovercraft

Neoteric has once again taken part in FDIC 2026
in Indianapolis in April — the premier annual
show for Fire Departments in USA. Neoteric
gave demonstrations in a relatively limited space
following its established routine including close
backing up and other manoeuvres not really
practical for other such craft. Video from the
event can be seen here (1:03).

PEOPLE AND RECRUITMENT

Textron recruiting at Slidell Facility, La.
Textron are advertising for a range of disciplines
at its Slidell and Hunt Valley Md., facilities.
This is where the LCAC design and construction
is supported and their remote operated military
vehicles are developed and tested.

JOIN OUR TEAM

Now hiring engineers in the following disciplines:

- M
.

= And more Ts

The openings can all be found here. The call was
posted on LinkedIn on 28" May 2026.
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Griffon Marine

Griffon Marine are continuing their recruitment
campaign as their business expands to support the
new contract with the Royal Navy for support, as
well as their hovercraft construction programmes
and continued design and development. There are
a wide range of openings at present at their
shipyard, which can be seen here.

Rob Hinton has recently completed his type
certification on the 12000TD as a master for
Griffon Marine.

Rob completed 125 hours of practical training,
alongside an intensive three-week introduction
course covering theory, crew training and night
operations.

He is now contracted to support Hovertravel for
the busy summer season, alongside his ongoing
work with Griffon Marine Ltd.

This marks Rob’s third Type Rating since joining
Griffon in October last year, adding the 12000TD
qualification to his already completed 380TD and
2000TD type ratings - a fantastic achievement
and testament to his dedication and
professionalism.

Sincere congratulations to Rob!

Above Rob Hnto aongside olnt Flyer early
in May, Courtesy GML and Rob Hinton



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUTR--b5abE
https://www.textronsystems.com/careers
https://www.griffonmarine.com/careers/current-vacancies/

Hovertravel seeking personnel

Hovertravel continue to advertise for jobs as a
master to drive their hovercraft, the posting can
be seen here, currently there are two applicants
for a position there.

NEW ARTICLE ON SABVABAA IN ANTARCTICA
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Above,
Antarctica. Image courtesy J K Hall and
Colleagues, and the University of Bergen

‘Hovercraft travel in Antarctica revisited’, by
John K Hall and colleagues has now been
published in the Polar Record in April giving an
overview and the possibilities for use of ACVs
for scientific research in a very economic manner.

Complete reference for the article is as follows:

Woodhead P, Hall JK, Kristoffersen Y, and Lie
JE. Hovercraft travel in Antarctica revisited.
Polar Record 62(e20): ppl-7. The article is
available here.

The Abstract for the paper is as follows:

We have used a modern, medium-sized
hovercraft to further explore air cushion transport
in Antarctica. Hovercraft travel over hard-blown
snow at safe cruising speeds of 40-60 km/h
requires about 50% of the fuel consumption for
hovercraft travel over a flat ocean surface.

The Griffon 2000TD craft used here has an
endurance of >1000 km with a 1-tonne payload
of personnel and equipment. However, this
standard craft, designed for operations at sea
level, is limited to altitudes below about 700 m
elevation by the decrease in air density.

The hovercraft provides accommodation,
communication and first aid facilities for its crew
in the event of any weather or operational issues.

Two safety features of air cushion travel in
Antarctica stand out:

(1) low ground pressure per unit area (15% of a

human), and the ability to freely cross open
ice cracks of dimensions of a metre or more.
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(2) The total considerations of fuel economy,
safety and environmental impact suggest the
surface of hard-blown snow in Antarctica
provides the optimum conditions for air
cushion travel on planet Earth.

The craft Sabvabaa is now stored in Oslo prior to
forming part of a museum exhibit in the future.

HOVERCRAFT MUSEUM NEWS
The Museum is open on both Saturdays and
Sundays from 10am to 4pm during the summer.

Details and updates can be found on their internet
site THM, or on their Facebook page. A view of
their souvenir shop and café can be seen here.

Key information for visitors include their seaside
location at Lee on Solent right at the seafront with
the NHTU slipway opposite the entrance. They
have over 50 craft on show, a gift shop/café on
site, are family friendly.

They have full wheelchair access to hangars &
gift shop/café and put on activities for their
younger visitors. Dogs are also welcome (with
their owners . . .!)

. ©

Latest YouTube video from March 2026 by
‘Furious Tea break’ is here (20:53). A really good
commentary and walk around showing the
exhibits!

THM gain Award

It was reported in the Portsmouth News on May
17" that The Hovercraft Museum team have been
named ‘Volunteers of the Year’ at the prestigious
Museums Heritage Awards presented in London
in front of 500 leaders from the museums,
heritage and cultural sectors. Trustees Louise
Jenkins and Paul Ackerley attended the event to
receive the award, made for the collective effort
by a team of more than 50 volunteers at the
Museum. A most worthy achievement!



https://www.linkedin.com/company/hovertravelltd/jobs/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/polar-record
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0032247426100382
https://www.hovercraft-museum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHovercraftMuseum
https://fb.watch/w0fcQLlvej/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5E0otEUvpgs

Clubs and Associations Update

HOVERCRAFT ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

The Victoria Branch continue to meet at their
venue in Narracan Lake each month for a hover-
in weekend. Typically, half a dozen or more craft
and families attend and enjoy informal forays out
on the lake.

The photo below is from their May Meeting,
which was just a day visit, with thanks.

Meetings in the near future are planned at Lake
Nagambie starting possibly Friday 5" of June if
people want but planned for Saturday 6™ of June
to Monday 8" of June. Camping at Major Creek,
Mitchelstown.

In July members from Victoria will join the
Queensland club at Lake Coolmunda for their
winter camp from Friday 3™ July to Sunday 5%
July.

Details of both these events can be obtained from
Stuart Barber. Best contact is via Facebook, here
or here for those outside the HCA.

THE HOVERCRAFT CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN
2 O) HOVERCRAFT

2026 Race Meetings

The season is now entering midsummer with the
third race meeting of the season at Rother Valley
coming up on 6/7 June. The season event list is at
top of next column for reference.

The first meeting was held at Allerton with races
in all the current classes. 30 teams and craft
attended for racing in the different classes from
Juniors to Formula 1.

The most consistent performances across the six
races were the Juniors and Colts while in the
higher-powered classes only a few craft
completed all six events. A shakedown weekend
for many craft it appeared.
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NATIONAL
HOVERCRAFT

CHAMPIONSHIPS
— 2026 —

()
THE )

HOVERCRAFT

CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN

ALLERTON RACE MEETING

Allerton Park Estate, Knaresborough

HCGB/EHF Whittlebury Race Meeting
Whittlebury Hall, Towcester

2026 — WORLD HOVERCRAFT CHAMPIONSHIPS — WHITTLEBURY

Whittlebury Hall, Towcester

'
HCGB SEASON FIN.
Whittlebury Hall, To

www.hovercraft.org.uk
(© @hovercraft_hcgb
whc2026.com

Above the full racing schedule of race meetings
with the HCGB in 2026.

Below, the site plan for Allerton Park, the first
meeting, courtesy HCGB. A long straight on the
water and a chicane plus a straight on land.

Allerton Park - General site map
2025
(Mot 1o scale)

0N BB
pambe) ) eiGEERY 81y

Paddock

I

At Whittlebury a similar attendance and not
dissimilar performance. Some formulas were
combined and this created significant craft
numbers racing and race excitement. HCGB have
now got their electronic monitoring of craft
working so giving live positions for visitors.



https://www.facebook.com/stuart.barber.169
https://www.facebook.com/stuart.barber.169
https://www.facebook.com/groups/374919312576072
https://www.hovercraft.org.uk

The Whittlebury meeting has been recorded and
posted to the HCGB YouTube site here. There are
actually two recordings, one for the UK events
and another for the European Championship
Events as the weekend formed the first leg of the
European championship as well.

The EHF had a total of 67 entries across all
formulae including novices, with entries from
right across Europe. The racing here seemed to
involve more of the teams racing consistently
across the four-race programme. Take a look at
the video on the HCGB YouTube. As both parts
of the event at Whittlebury were streamed
through the days, it is necessary to scan through to
the races. There is plenty of action to see.

Below the Whittlebury site, courtesy HCGB

2026 WHITTLEBURY 1

UK Endurance Challenge Event

Arrangements are now being finalised for the
Endurance Challenge Event that will be run in the
same week as the World Championship at
Whittlebury on Tuesday 18" August and
Wednesday 19" August. There will be a total of
two challenges, run over the two days with
practice in the morning of the first day. Both these
challenges will be of two-hour duration.

An area known as the Active Pit Area (APA) will
be established for craft repair, refuelling and
driver change over. Repairs may only be carried
out in this area, but craft that break down out on
the circuit can be trailered back for repair losing
the lap they are on.

Key organisers of the Endurance event are
Graham Nutt and John Gifford.

As far as officials running the Endurance
Challenge goes, the event will have a dedicated
Race Director, and scrutineers. The APA will
have its own dedicated observer to monitor
refuelling for the Performance Index. It is
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planned to use the ELS software written
originally by Keith Oakley in conjunction with
the French Adéroglisseur Airdeglisse timing
system used at the French Endurance event to
produce the results.

Many thanks to Graham, John, and Zoe (HCGB
Magazine editor) for this information.

Air DeGlisse Endurance Challenge France

On 24-25 July Airdeglisse will be running the
fourth edition of its Endurance challenge. This
event has proved to be very enjoyable in the past
for participants — it is a private event. Full
details can be found here.

HOVERCRAFT CLUB OF AMERICA

The following events are arranged for the
summer and fall seasons in the US Midwest. The
Hover Rally Reunion will mark the 50™
anniversary of the HCA and will be in parallel
with a celebration also by Neoteric Hovercratft.

Chilson Pond, MI, June 5-7 details here.
Muscoda Hover-in, W1, June 12-14 details here
Hudson River Cruise, NY, July 11-12 details
here.

Hover Rally Reunion, Fairbanks Park, Terre
Haute, Indiana, August 4-6 details here

This event will include Tech Talks event as well
as river cruises and events. The talks will be as
follows:

e Remembering Bob Windt- Founder of
Universal Hovercraft-group discussion/
audience participation

e The Lewis and Clark Journey by Hovercraft
2003- by Mike Kiester & Don Bender

e Developing a DIY Heading Autopilot for
Small Hovercraft- by Dean Pollee

e Segmented Skirt Fabrication and Installation-
by Dave Reyburn



https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=hovercraft+club+of+great+britain
http://airdeglisse.free.fr/challengecup.html
https://www.hoverclubofamerica.org/event-6493692
https://www.hoverclubofamerica.org/event-6608200
https://www.hoverclubofamerica.org/event-6555311
https://www.hoverclubofamerica.org/event-6551805

e Making a homebuilt HCA-30 /40 Hovercraft-
by Dave Alexander/Mike McFarland

Chilson Pond Fall Races, MI, Sept 18-20
details here

Maumee River Cruise, Waterville, Ohio, Sept
26-27 details here

Society News

The Hovercraft Society
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THS MEETINGS

The following THS meetings are currently
planned, see table below Details of further
meetings will be publicised in the events blog
once finalised, and in the next NewsNote. At
present all meetings are held on Zoom.

2025 Subject
June 18" 19:30 UKt Committee Meeting
June 30™ 19:30 UKt School Event Prep Mtg

July 16" Day event

Enrichment Day Event

July 23 19:30 UKt

Committee Meeting

August 20" 19:30 UKt

Committee Meeting

November 21 18:00

Annual Dinner, Portsmouth

THS Internet site additions

During April and May the focus has been on
digitising and loading conference materials to the
members library. Additions have been from the
Canadian Air Cushion Technology Society that
ran a number of conferences that were also
supported by THS.

We have loaded conferences from 1984 to 1980
so far. 1987 and 1979 will be added shortly, and
will be followed by 1978, 1977, and 1976. Each
conference contains around 12 to 21 papers
documenting R&D, craft development and
operational experience.

There is much to learn from these papers. In
particular Transport Canada and the University of
Toronto were very active in research into cushion
and skirt systems and their dynamics. The major
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commercial and military craft developments in
UK, and USA also form a theme through the
conference series.

OBITUARY — MIKE PINDER
10th March 1940 — 14™ April 2026

Above, Mike Pinder, right talks with Sir
Christopher Cockerell by a Pindair Skima 4 at
the edge of the Solent. Barry Oakley his first
employee and racing driver is just behind.

We last met Mike at a THS function last
November, when he attended the 2025 THS
Conference in Portsmouth. It was good to meet
up, and he enjoyed the event, he said.

Sadly, he passed away on 14" April in hospital
after a short illness. We were informed by his
daughter Suzanna. Mike’s wife Anna lives in a
care home where she has been for the last four
years tended by Mike and Suzanna. Mike and
Anna also had a son, who lives in Australia.

Mike was born and spent his early years in
Wimbledon. His father Reginald was a manager
in Esso through that time (he had fought in WW1
and was an Air Raid Warden in WW?2). Later he
rose to become Marketing Director and later Joint
MD of Esso in UK.

Mike studied Engineering at Guildford Technical
School and then took a student apprenticeship
with Esso at Fawley Refinery. This included
study at City University in London where he
gained an Honours Degree in Mechanical
Engineering. Work in Esso London offices
followed when Mike was involved in engineering
and modernisation of Esso’s network of



https://www.hoverclubofamerica.org/event-6493739
https://www.hoverclubofamerica.org/event-6493982
https://www.thehovercraftsociety.org.uk/conferences-menu-page/

distribution terminals and pipelines from
refineries. While at Esso Mike had the job to
move some storage tanks. After visiting BHC and
HDL he developed the system to surround a tank
with a skirt and lift it on an air cushion to float to
the new location. The patented idea was HDL’s
most successful industrial application!

Mike worked for Esso for 14 years in various
positions and then took voluntary redundancy
during one of the periodical down manning
exercises that all the major oil companies have
carried out through the 1970’s to the present.

Mike joined the HCGB shortly after its formation
in 1967 and built his first craft Pincushion with
the help of sections of oil barrels for ducts. This
was entered into events in 1968.

Mike formed his own company Pindair Ltd in
1972, based on his intense interest in hovercraft
that had become a hobby earlier on. His primary
business idea was to use an inflatable hull to
allow a craft to be packed down into a crate small
enough for air freight. This was very successful
and led Mike, together with a small staff of
personnel, many of whom were themselves
hovercraft enthusiasts. He grew the company
from delivering small 2 seat craft, through 4 seat
craft and up to the 12 seat Skima 12. Along the
way Pindair also produced a 4-seater inflatable
craft that had integrated lift and propulsion. This
craft was exported to many countries and was
even tested in Antarctica.

While running Pindair Mike had adventures
selling and demonstrating his craft in all the
continents of the world. His staff also participated
in these. After more than a decade of
development at Pindair the company went
through a rough period, and Mike had eventually
to close it. He then worked for Hovair Systems
for a while marketing industrial moving systems.
After Hovair closed Mike took a position as a
Senior Lecturer at Bournemouth University until
his retirement.

Mike was a chartered mechanical engineer, a
founder member of The Hovercraft Society and
became its chairman for a period. Then in the
1990’s he was a key figure developing the
Hovercraft Museum in Lee on Solent.

He was also President of one of the oldest magic
circles in England for a time. His after-dinner
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magic is probably one of the abiding memories
most of us will have of him. They were fun! Mike
could be a controversial figure at times. There
again he was innovative, enthusiastic, and
genuine. He will be missed.

Alan Bliault
18.05.2026

CELEBRATION

Mike’s daughter will hold a BBQ Lunch at his
home in Warsash for friends and colleagues on
Saturday 13" June to celebrate his life in the way
he requested.

SALVAGE SQUAD VIDEO

Mike featured in a programme presented by the
‘Salvage Squad’ some years ago. It was posted in
August 2017. The target was to refurbish a Skima
12 craft to operational condition, and to present it
to the Hovercraft Museum. The video can be
viewed on YouTube here (45:58). The
programme is well worth watching!

From the Internet

We hope the material below is useful and
enjoyable. Click on links to go to the information.
Local history in More & Romsdal

Hovercraft services ran with an SRN6 in the
1960’s along the More & Romsdal fjords.

A most interesting historical review is presented
in an article here on the internet site for this area
of West Coast Norway.

The article is by Bjern Foss, who published a
book covering all the fast ferries along the
Norwegian Coast as follows:

Hurtigbdten - gammeldampens arvtager
Nordvest Forlag 1989 ISBN 82-90330-464



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgBtkOX5eGQ
https://lokalhistoriewiki.no/wiki/Luftputefart%C3%B8yer_i_M%C3%B8re_og_Romsdal
https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/8290330464

Above, the Scanhover SR.N6 from 1965, courtesy
Bjorn Foss

New Hovercraft racing site

Vardar Racing, comprising Rob, Jake and Josh
Trussler together with Jake Emery have
established a polished internet site giving fans
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details of their racing exploits, wins, and giving
exposure to their existing and potential sponsors.

A new approach to the sport of hovercraft racing
that may assist in wider exposure of the sport.
They also have YouTube, and other social media
linked. Do take a look and get in touch!

Vardar Hovercraft
Raci

SSC Programme
This rundown is not to be missed, here (21:43)

THS Techsec

Skjold class SES taking part in Exercise Tamber Shield 2026, Photo by AB1 James Connolly, courtesy
UK Royal Navy, and Royal Norwegian Navy. Link here.



https://vardarhovercraftracing.uk/#team
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8f89lA6T7BI
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news/2026/may/20/20262005-tamber-shield-2026
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Take the ultimate hovercraft flight.
e Exclusive demonstration flight
e Meet the pilot

e Explore unseen areas of this unique craft

Discover more and book
your experience today.

Call: 0345 222 0461 .
hovertravel.co.uk/experiences =]

hovertravel.co.uk
Est. 1945

DISCLAIMER

Publication does not indicate that the Society endorses any opinion, thesis, or proposals in the published contents. Similarly, acceptance of
advertisements does not infer recommendation of any product or service.

Internet links provided in this publication are accessed at readers’ own risk. Readers are recommended to use active virus protection.

© 2026 The Hovercraft Society

Reproduction of any part of the contents of this Newsletter requires prior permission from the Society by application through the ‘get in touch’
page of THS Internet Site
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