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The count down has begun to March 1990. That!s the date
when the Hovercraft to China Expedition start its unique
attempt to navigate the upper reaches of the giant Yangtze

River, to trace its source in the mountains of Tibet.

In 1974, two RAF Squadron Leaders returned from a leave-
time mission of mercy to the then hidden famine of drought
stricken Ethiopia. They had lived amongst the suffering
people. They delivered life-saving water drilling

equipment.

In 1975, Dr. Bill Gould, then Director of a Mission
Hospital in the mountains of Nepal, challenged one of the
RAF Officers, Michael Cole, to find an economical vehicle
which could operate on the turbulent rapid strewn
Himalayan rivers which bounded his practice and bring swift

help to isolated peoples.

Tim Longley, a pilot engineer of MAF (Missionary Aviation
Fellowship) was carrying out some highly regarded
pioneering work on lightweight hovercraft. He produced

River Rover.



To the Napalees the Kali Gandaki is the Goddess of Death,

a vicious, swirling river. For River Rover it was a
natural, if formidable, highway. Bill Gould's medical

area was bounded by sixty tortuous miles of this river.

The nature of the terraine was such that it would take many
days for the patient to reach the hospital, often carried
on the back of another member of the family. The journey

deprives the fields of essential workers.

The logic is appallingly simple:
If you don't plant the rice the whole family dies.

If you don't bring in the sick only one person dies.

In 1978 the two River Rovers made numerous regular journeys
over this testing river. A notable British invention of
remarkable simplicity backed by a dedicated team had
founded the first hover doctor service. In 1979 the River
Rover tackled the remote mountain area of Irian Jaya,
airlifted to it's destination spectacularly slung beneath

a helicopter.

Notable progress had been made. In 1982 a further challenge

- The Amazon.

The expediton to the Amazon headwaters in Peru was due to

start in May 1982 - it was not to be!

When Mike Cole visited Peru in April 1982 he was greeted

with the news of possible war in the South Atlantic.
The crisis deepened, the project postponed.

In September, clearance to go ahead was fully given.



At first sight the Amazon's source tributary, the Rio
Apurimac seems like paradise but the metaphoric serpent
uncoils everywhere. The treacherous rapids claims many
lives. The water which looks so inviting is infested with

parasites which preclude a tempting paddle.

The River Rovers breached the standing waves and powered
through the Barrier Rapids where the Andes squeeze the rock

walled river into a boiling cauldron.

A hover doctor service calling at 11 clinics was
established amongst Quechua and Campa Indians. The doctors

and dentists were always welcome.

Peruvians were trained to drive and maintain the craft
under the direction of engineer, Gordon Davies. A 1000
kilometer journey to the heart of the jungle region was
undertaken. These regions, formerly beyond relief, have

been brought into the scope of medical care.

The President of Peru was so impressed that he visited the
team in the heart of the jungle and rode the rapids in

River Rover.

At the end of the project he held a lunch in the team's
honour in the Presidential Palace in Lima where he spoke

in glowing terms of the contribution made to his country.

The hovering doctor service had made a most positive
contribution to the restoration of goodwill between Britain

and South America.
The timing had been perfect.

Now, the hover doctor team sets out for what must be the
ultimate test - the Yangtze headwaters and its source

(see map at Annex A)



Of more importance will be the medical and scientific
projects undertaken. Aboard the diesel engined 20 seat
Griffon and the 6 seat River Rover hovercrafts will be
doctors, engineers and scientists who will be studying and
working with the Chinese on rural health, water quality,
aeronautical and materials engineering and a United

Nations (UNICEF) vaccination programme for children.

The project has the patronage of the former British
Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Edward Heath MBE MP, a friend
and frequent visitor to China, together with the support

of the Chinese and British Governments.

The invitation to China has been made under the twinning
arrangement which exists between Leicestershire County
Council and Sichuan Province and Chongqing City and
Leicester City Council. Appropriately, Loughborough
University with co-operation from Chengdu University will

lead the expeditions technical and scientific programme.

The Expedition itself will last three months and will
cover the upper third of the Yangtze River's 3,900 miles.
It is the third longest river in the world. More than
three quarters of the river's course runs through the

mountainous terrain.

The Yangtze journey which Mike Cole has described as 'The
Hovercraft equivalent of climbing Everest', will be against
the natural current and flow of the river and in the later
stages the Hovercraft will be operating at an altitude of
over 15,000 ft. At that height exacting stresses are put
on machinery and men. The air will be thin and the weather
unpredictable. No assault on mountain peaks has required
more dedication.



The primary aim of the Expedition is to set up a
vaccination project for UNICEF in remote areas where boats
cannot operate. This is part of the plan to vaccinate all
the world's children against measles, whooping cough, polio,
tetanus, diptheria and tuberculosis by the year 2000 (see
Annex B)

The medical team will be led by Dr. Rachel Pinnigar
(currently in Bhutan) with assistance from Dr. Bill Gould
and Dr. David Langley, GP's from Brixham.

The third objective of the Expedition is under the

direction of Dr. Mel Richardson of Loughborough University
and designer, Tim Longley in conjunction with Chengdu
University and Chinese Academy of Science, are to study

and undertake field trials on materials and structures for
Hovercraft. They will be testing and looking at ways of
making Hovercraft Technology more efficient by experimenting

with various materials under stress at altitude.

Several young people will be selected to join the team to

pass the Expedition's ideals to the next generation.

The countdown has begun to a project which promises much.
Mike Cole, returning from a recent recce. commented

‘China has its own culture shock, wall to wall people.

The urban areas are like Wembley on Cup Final Day.' Beyond
those millions lie the remote areas of this third largest
country in the world, where communities are about to
experience the potential of British Hovercraft to save

lives in remote areas.
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THE HOVERCRAFT EXPEDITION TO CHINA WILL BE WORKING
WITH UNICEF IN THEIR WORLD-WIDE PROGRAMME OF CHILD
-IMMUNISATION AND PRIMARY HEALTH CARE.

IMMUNISATION

Every year over 3%z million children in
developing countries die from six
easily preventable diseases, and each
year, a similar number become
seriously disabled from the same six
diseases, diseases which children in
the UK are innoculated or protected
against:

® measles

® whooping cough
® tetanus

® polio

® tuberculosis
® diphtheria

=<

MEASLES

SONE ST ER

WHOOPING
COUGH

UNICEF is the world's leading international
development organisation working to secure the lives
of children. In cooperation with the World Health
Organisation, UNICEF aims to immunise all children
against these diseases by 1990 through its Expanded
Programme of Immunisation.

DIPHTHERIA

THE TARGET: immunisation for all children by 1990. This goal
was considered almost impossible when first announced in 1977,
but so was the goal of eradicating smallpox in the 1960s. Over 60
countries are now committed to achieving this target.

CHINA- » is one of those countries. The Expedition
will participate in reaching the children living along
the upper reaches of the River Yangtse in Spring 1990,
in the Provinces of Sichuan and Qinghai.

PAK Team Leader: Michael Cole  @i% Tel: 098982 323 UK
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