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NO 4-24 JULY 2024 

 

US Navy Marines, members of the NBG 1 and ACU 5 at D Day Menorial Service on the beach close to 

San Diego. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Claire M. DuBois) 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Another issue with a wide range of news and 

information for members. 

At the beginning of June, the 80th anniversary of 

the D Day landings was marked by events in 

France, Europe and in the US at ACU 5. 

The US navy has now commissioned LCAC 109, 

the ninth of the new series produced at Textron in 

New Orleans. This joins the existing fleet of the 

original LCAC craft that have had life extension 

upgrades. 

While Griffon Hoverwork are building craft for 

the Polish Border Guard to add to their fleet, 

Airlift Hovercraft will now double the Estonian 

Border guard to 8 craft with deliveries in 2025. 

Both forces operate in the Eastern Baltic area 

We have further news from Aircat on their three 

craft build of SES for offshore crew transfer, as 

well as a new 25m SES CTV. 

The Hovercraft Society 
Formed in 1971  News Notes 
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At the recreational end of the market, we have 

news from events in Australia and the UK 

together with both rescue and utility operations in 

UK and Italy. 

 

NBG 1 AND ACU 5 D DAY MEMORIAL 

 

Two landing craft, air cushion (LCAC) craft from 

Assault Craft Unit 5 (ACU 5) were beached on 

the shore of Naval Base Coronado during a 

Commemoration Ceremony observing the 80th 

anniversary of the D-Day landings, June 6, 2024. 

Naval Beach Group 1 hosted the ceremony, 

which was attended by Sailors from Beachmaster 

Unit 1, Assault Craft Units 1 and 5, and 

Amphibious Construction Battalion 1. 

LCAC 109 COMMISSIONED 

 

Photo courtesy Naval Sea Systems Command. 

The U.S. Navy took delivery of the latest Ship to 

Shore Connector (SSC), Landing Craft, Air 

Cushion (LCAC) 109 from Textron Systems, 

May 29. This new addition to the fleet signifies a 

substantial enhancement in the Navy’s 

amphibious capabilities, providing a vital asset 

for rapid deployment and logistical support. 

The delivery of LCAC 109 comes after 

completion of acceptance trials conducted by the 

Navy’s Board of Inspection and Survey, which 

tested the readiness and capability of the craft to 

effectively meet its requirements. LCAC 109 is 

the first delivery of 15 craft from the follow-on 

contract to the original Detail Design and 

Construction contract. 

“This new craft will provide the Navy and Marine 

Corps team with unparalleled capability in 

amphibious warfare, ensuring we remain agile 

and responsive to emerging threats and global 

challenges,” said Capt. Jason Grabelle, program 

manager for Amphibious Assault and Connectors 

Programs, Program Executive Office (PEO) 

Ships. “The introduction of LCAC 109 into our 

fleet marks a significant milestone in our ongoing 

efforts to maintain and enhance operational 

readiness.” 

LCACs are built with configurations, 

dimensions, and clearances similar to the legacy 

LCACs they replace – ensuring that this latest air 

cushion vehicle is fully compatible with existing, 

well deck-equipped amphibious ships, the 

Expeditionary Sea Base and the Expeditionary 

Transfer Dock. LCACs are capable of carrying a 

60 to 75-ton payload. They primarily transport 

weapon systems, equipment, cargo, and assault 

element personnel through a wide range of 

conditions, including over-the-beach. 

“The successful delivery of LCAC 109 is a 

testament to the strong partnership between the 

Navy and Textron Systems,” said Captain 

Grabelle. “This advanced craft will significantly 

boost our operational capability, providing a 

critical link in our ability to project power and 

support joint operations across the globe.” 

Textron Systems is currently in serial production 

on LCACs 110-122. 

As one of the Defense Department's largest 

acquisition organizations, PEO Ships is 

responsible for executing the development and 

procurement of all destroyers, amphibious ships 

and craft, auxiliary ships, special mission ships, 

sealift and support ships. 

Textron received the initial $213-million contract 

in 2012 for programme development and the first 

NEWS ITEMS 
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eight new craft. In 2020, the company signed a 

$386-million follow-on agreement to produce 15 

additional craft (LCAC 109 through 123) for the 

initiative. 

NAVAL BEACH GROUP 2  

 

Readers, please stay with me on this – quite a lot 

of military language from NBG2: 

Rear Admiral David Walt visited NBG2 and 

Expeditionary Strike Group Two (ESG2) on 17th 

July. 

During his visit he visited Assault Craft Unit Four 

(ACU4), Assault Craft Unit Two (ACU2) and 

Beachmaster Unit Two (BMU2).  

Getting a first-hand look at what NBG2 brings to 

Amphibious ship to shore connection. RDML 

Walt started at ACU2 meeting sailors and 

learning about the Landing Craft Utility (LCU). 

RDML got Underway with LCU 1654 from the 

ACU2 piers and landed on the Mudflats located 

at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek, Virginia 

(JEBLC). 

A Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement 

(MTVR) took the RDML off  LCU 1654 where 

he transferred to a Lighter Amphibious Resupply 

Cargo Vehicle (LARC) seeing how the Beach 

Party Team (BPT) is used. The LARC then took 

him from the Mudflats to BMU2 Compound to 

talk with sailors before heading to NBG2 for a 

formal Briefing.  

After lunch ACU4 compound was the next stop 

being shown the compound and the Landing 

Craft Air Cushion (LCAC). LCAC 88 was 

standing by to take him out into the Chesapeake 

Bay. After some time LCAC 88 landed on Anzio 

where vehicles were waiting to take him back to 

ESG2. We enjoyed having the opportunity to 

show RDML Walt the sailors, equipment and 

craft used making ship to shore operations 

possible. 

The essence of this is the fact that the LCAC 

group play a part in a team effort that includes 

other vessels and vehicles. It is good that the Rear 

Admiral was able to take time to visit. 

FREMTIDENS HURTIGBÅT FUNDING 
On 18th June it was announced that the Social 

Venstre Party (SV) who are a partner in the 

government in Norway agreed with the governing 

parties on the revised national budget (RNB).  

Norsk Hydrogen Forum (NHF) received approval 

for more funds for Fremtidens Hurtigbåt. “I am 

happy that the NHF has gained traction, but the 

50 million that has been allocated is probably not 

enough for the hydrogen boat to be put into 

production”, says Ingebjørg Telnes Wilhelmsen 

of NHF. 

The Fremtidens Hurtigbåt project has been 

granted NOK 50 million in the form of an 

application-based scheme under the Norwegian 

Environment Agency in this budget. 

Development at slow speed 

In the RNB, NOK 50 million is set aside for the 

Fremtidens Hurtigbåt project, which is a 

collaboration between four county municipalities 

and industry players. With support from 

Klimasats, the project has developed more 

energy-efficient hulls and a hydrogen-powered 

fast ferry. The tender for construction was 

supposed to start in 2023, but the project has 

stopped because there is a lack of government 

funding to support prototype construction and 

therefore prevents a tender process. The county 

municipalities are impatient, and the Norwegian 

Environment Agency refers to the project as 

important to ensure zero emissions on the routes 

that require electrification. NHF has on several 

occasions called for funding to complete the 

project of building a hydrogen-powered fast ferry 

for the longer coastal routes. 

It is pleasing to see that NOK 50 million has been 

set aside for the project, and I hope this means 

that the county councils can continue the work. 

However, there is still a need for close to NOK 

400 million to complete the construction and pilot 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/naval-beach-group-2_usnavy-esg2-nbg2-activity-7219112119856701440-8QUh?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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period for the hydrogen-powered fast ferry. The 

county councils cannot bear that cost alone, so 

here I expect the government to increase the 

allocation in the national budget for 2025, says 

Ingebjørg Telnes Wilhelmsen. 

Will look into the possibilities 

Nordland county council collaborates with 

Vestland, Trøndelag and Finnmark county 

councils in Fremtidens Hurtigbåt. Odd Inge 

Bardal is County Director of Transport and 

Infrastructure in Nordland County Municipality 

and leader of the steering group for Fremtiden's 

Hurgitbåt. He, too, is happy about an additional 

grant from RNB and says the project will now see 

how they can work further towards the 

construction of the zero emission fast ferries: 

“NOK 50 million is a good start, and we will work 

further to get the development project fully 

financed. It is urgent for us to get emission-free 

alternatives on our fast ferry connections. We are 

doing everything we can to ensure that the good 

work done in Fremtidens Hurtigbåt can result in 

emission-free fast ferries along Norway's coast”, 

says Odd Inge Bardal. 

It may be noted that the project comprises both a 

shorted route design competition using battery 

power, and a longer route hydrogen powered 

design. There is currently competition ongoing to 

build the prototypes of both ferries. 

In both cases deployment of such ferries will 

depend on development of the fuelling facilities. 

In the case of the short route battery powered 

craft, it is installation of charging at the quayside, 

while for the hydrogen ferries suitable delivery 

and storage of hydrogen. At present Norway is 

setting in motion several projects for production 

of green hydrogen along its extensive coastline. 

For economy, hydrogen needs to be produced 

relatively local to the usage clients. Once 

available this will help transition larger ferries 

also to zero emission fuel on longer routes. Many 

short route car ferries already run on battery 

power. 

GRIFFON HOVERWORK 
First craft for Poland  

Griffon Hoverwork’s latest new-build hovercraft 

has left the workshop! This 2000TD will be used 

by the Polish Border Guard (PBG) for patrolling 

shallow waters, beaches and frozen seas. This is 

the first of two new hovercraft for the PBG and 

will join two older Griffon hovercraft in the fleet 

later this year. Before leaving for Poland, it will 

be extensively trialled here in the UK. 

 

Chamber of Shipping award 

 

It was announced on 17th May by the UK 

Chamber of Shipping that Griffon Hoverwork 

Ltd has been awarded recognition for its Type 

Rating Certificate (High-Speed Craft – 

Hovercraft) course. 

Griffon Hoverwork, a leading manufacturer of 

hovercraft, has demonstrated that its Type Rating 

Certificate course meets the rigorous standards 

set by the UK Chamber of Shipping through its 

recognition service. 

The course provides comprehensive training for 

hovercraft operators, covering areas such as 

navigation, safety procedures, and emergency 

response and is delivered by experienced 

instructors incorporating practical, hands-on 
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training to ensure that operators are fully 

prepared for the challenges of operating high-

speed craft. 

Adrian Went, Managing Director at Griffon 

Hoverwork said "This recognition is a testament 

to the hard work and dedication of our training 

team, who are committed to delivering the highest 

standards of training for the hovercraft industry. 

We look forward to delivering more top-quality 

training for hovercraft operators around the 

world as the hovercraft market continues to 

grow." 

RIMPAC 3rd June 

 

GH 2000TD of Peruvian Navy coming down 

stern ramp of Peruvian Navy Makassar class 

landing platform dock.   

This year the 29th biennial Exercise of the Pacific 

Basin (RIMPAC) is being held from June 27 to 

August 1 in the Hawaiian Islands and their 

surroundings. It is a multinational exercise in 

which 29 nations and more than 25,000 troops 

will participate. 

The Peruvian Navy is present in this exercise with 

its powerful amphibious Hovercraft 2000TD 

demonstrating to the world its dexterity and 

operational capacity of its units acquired 

throughout its 14 years of constant development 

in the safeguarding of its river sovereignty. 

The GH 2000TD fleet of the Peruvian Navy is 

supported and trained in country by specialists 

linked to Griffon Hoverwork. (Ref: Juan Tuesta). 

RNLI 200 YEARS CELEBRATION 
The RNLI celebrated its 200th Anniversary in 

May and assembled over 200 craft and vessels to 

celebrate in Poole Harbour.  

International lifeboats were welcomed as part of 

the two-day event having travelled from France, 

Netherlands, Germany and Sweden. The oldest 

rescue craft taking part was a Swedish rowing 

lifeboat from 1868. 

 

Photos courtesy RNLI. The RNLI hovercraft can 

just be seen in the background in the lower 

picture! 

 

Below a photo of the RNLI Hovercraft and crew 

based at Poole during a visit from Ben Avery of 

GH early in June. 

 

RNLI Chief Executive Mark Dowie said: "As we 

commemorate the RNLI’s 200th anniversary this 

year, it was very special to be able to invite 

supporters, volunteers, historic lifeboat owners, 

and international search and rescue partners to 

this event showcasing our lifesaving work and 

providing a glimpse behind the scenes. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAP_Pisco_(AMP-156)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAP_Pisco_(AMP-156)
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jean-tuesta-789aa2218_this-year-will-be-held-the-29th-biennial-activity-7207829093147381760-llE_?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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"The parade of sail was a wonderful spectacle to 

close the weekend’s festivities and illustrated the 

remarkable technological developments in 

lifeboat design since the RNLI was founded in 

1824." 

The RNLI, founded by Sir William Hillary, has 

saved 146,277 lives since it began. 

HOVERTRAVEL NEWS 
Evening flights 

 

Hovertravel have enhanced their evening and 

night-time timetable by adding 66 flights across 

the summer months of July and August.  

Hovertravel’s late flights start as early as 21:15 

with several operating late into the night and even 

past midnight. For specific times, dates and to 

book please visit here. 

D Day Commemoration  

  

Hovertravel flew the flags for D-Day 80 on June 

6th to remember those who gave their lives at 

home and abroad during the D-Day landings and 

pay tribute to all those involved in the largest 

amphibious invasion in military history. 

 

SILVERSTREAM NEWS 
New Office in Southampton 

 

At the beginning of July over 130 members of the 

Silverstream team attended our latest Town Hall. 

They held the meeting at their new Global 

Operations Centre in Southampton, with the 

China team dialling in from Shanghai. It was a 

fantastic occasion to come together and celebrate 

their achievements and growth journey. 

The diverse and international team spans 

marine engineering, data science, operations and 

many other disciplines. The Town Hall meeting 

fostered a collaborative environment for the team 

to hear from Silverstream’s leadership on the 

exciting developments ahead for the company. 

Meetings like these are crucial for continuous 

improvement and development at Silverstream. 

Discussing challenges, celebrating accomplish-

ments, mapping out strategies, and planning 

ahead are all vital for their teams to evolve and 

deliver the best possible technology for 

customers and for the climate. 

As maritime clean technology market leaders, 

they understand the importance of their solution 

to the International Maritime Organization’s 

decarbonisation goals. Silverstream passionately 

believes in the role of proven, innovative 

solutions to enable a more sustainable shipping 

industry. 

New cruise liner installation  

Silverstream announced on 18th June, in 

collaboration with Shipyard Meyer Werft, 

Papenburg, they will install its air lubrication 

technology on a new Excel-class Carnival Cruise 

Line ship.  

https://www.hovertravel.co.uk/Extra-Flights
https://www.meyerwerft.de/en/index.jsp
https://www.meyerwerft.de/en/index.jsp
https://www.carnival.com/
https://www.carnival.com/
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The vessel, which will be delivered in 2027, is a 

sister ship to the Carnival Jubilee – which already 

has the Silverstream® System installed.     

 

In the Autumn of 2022, Carnival signed a major 

fleet deal with Silverstream to install the 

Silverstream® System across its cruise brands; a 

clear recognition of the value and return on 

investment the technology offers. 

The Silverstream® System enables cruise owners 

and operators to meet customer, regulatory, and 

wider societal demands for improved 

environmental performance. It creates a uniform 

carpet of microbubbles that coats the full flat 

bottom of a vessel, reducing friction between the 

hull and the water. As a result, average net fuel 

consumption and GHG emissions are decreased 

by 5-10%, helping shipowners save fuel, lower 

emissions and reduce costs.    

Air Lubrication is well suited to cruise vessels 

and supports the industry’s focus on ‘Sustainable 

Cruising’. The Silverstream® System is easy to 

install on newbuilds or retrofitted to existing 

ships, with minimal disruption to normal 

operations. 

Agreement with Hyundai at Posidonia 

Silverstream have signed an MOU with HD 

Hyundai Marine Solution at Posidonia, the 

premier Marine Exhibition and Conference that is 

held in Greece each year. HD Hyundai started as 

a shipbuilder in 1972 and has grown into a 

comprehensive heavy industry group. Part of its 

strategy is to provide next-generation clean 

technologies to shipowners. Silverstream look 

forward to collaborating with their team to propel 

the uptake of the Silverstream® System.    

Following a productive trip to Seoul earlier this 

year, Silverstream CEO & Founder Noah 

Silberschmidt and Vice President of Business 

Development Daniel Mann visited the HD 

Hyundai stand to meet with Mr. K.D. Lee, 

President & CEO and Mr. Chan Park of HD 

Hyundai Marine Solution and sign the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  

 

 

 

This MOU will facilitate collaboration between 

the parties to support the installation of the 

Silverstream® System on existing vessels where 

HD Hyundai Marine Solution are engaged in the 

installation and system integration engineering 

on behalf of vessel owners.  

Silverstream had SKCT as local partners in South 

Korea, for supporting the signing of this 

agreement.  

 

Live Vessel Tracker 

 

Click the image link above to their live vessel 

tracker to see the cruise fleet operating worldwide 

with the Silverstream® System fitted. 

https://www.silverstream-tech.com/installed-fleet/
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ALFA LAVAL OCEANGLIDE AIR LUBRICATION 
Alfa Laval have published additional information 

including a brochure on their patented air 

lubrication system for large vessels here. 

There are also three explanatory videos on the 

system in their YouTube channel. To view, go to 

them et the links below. 

The Alfa Laval system uses externally mounted 

distribution units on the hull bottom. The bubble 

curtain is set up by a combination of pressure and 

pressure variation called fluidic oscillators. While 

this system does not deliver a carpet that endures 

for the hull length, multiple units are installed to 

ensure complete coverage of the hull bottom. 

Alfa Laval are marketing the system partly as a 

means for ship owners to meet EEDI/ EEXI 

regulations and improve CII rating. 

 

The video links are: 

- Overview video (1:31)) 

- M/V Tharsis results (0:58) 

AIRCAT UPDATE 
Aircat have issued a short video on LinkedIn 

showing status of  the 35m SES being built at 

Strategic Marine (0:58). Click on the image 

below. This is together with an explanation as 

follows. 

The long-awaited revelation! We are thrilled to 

share with you the reason for the presence of 

AIRCAT Vessels teams in Singapore. 

 
 

For several years, we have been working closely 

with our partner ESNA to create the ships of 

tomorrow. As the result of an exciting 

collaboration, AIRCAT vessels will soon come to 

life to breathe a new dimension into the maritime 

industry. 

At the Strategic Marine shipyard, our first three 

units are taking shape, demonstrating 

remarkable expertise in the construction and 

development of high-speed aluminium ships. 

Their commitment and responsiveness are a real 

asset in delivering the most high-performing 

vessels of tomorrow. 

It is with immense joy that we share with you a 

glimpse of the progress of the construction of 

these vessels, which will embody excellence and 

innovation.  

Every welder, every engineer, every member of 

our team invests their passion and expertise to 

bring these vessels to life, leaving their mark on 

maritime history. Leveraging Surface Effect Ship 

(SES) technology, they promise increased 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggj3sObeVYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBPMDUA7Bnk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aircat-vessels_aircat-ses-surfaceeffectships-activity-7196038360711192576-S3HX?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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efficiency, unmatched speed, and reduced 

environmental footprint. 

We would like to express our gratitude to our 

trusted partners, ESNA and Strategic Marine, 

who are essential pillars in realizing this project. 

Their collaboration, expertise, and commitment 

are invaluable, and we are grateful to have them 

by our side. 

Stay tuned for more exciting updates as we 

continue this journey towards the completion of 

these revolutionary vessels. Thank you all for 

your continued support and enthusiasm for our 

shared vision of the maritime future. 

 

During the Singapore Maritime Week in late 

April the complete team at the French Chamber 

of Commerce in Singapore visited the yard to see 

the vessels in construction, see photo above. 

Aircat have also released a video of the next 

design, a 25m Wind Farm craft (2:22) that can be 

viewed on YouTube at the link in the image 

below. 

 

RECRUITMENT 
Airswift based in Luanda, Angola have been 

advertising for a technical superintendent for the 

three Aircat SES once they start service to 

offshore platforms. 

Earlier Erica Tisdall of Petro Services in Luanda 

was advertising for a coordinator for transit of the 

offshore personnel that would be transported 

offshore. More recently for an Electro-Technical 

Officer (ETO), and also for two Technical 

Superintendents for their Aircat crew boats to 

work back-to-back in Luanda, Angola, 8 weeks 

on 8 weeks off. Go to Erica’s LinkedIn page a 

scroll down the open positions. 

NBG2 issued an internal announcement at the 

end of June calling for personnel to join them, as 

follows: 

“Attention ALL 1110 SWOs! An extraordinary 

early command opportunity awaits you! When 

chosen for this prestigious role, you'll lead a 

unique special unit command featuring ship-to-

shore connectors like Landing Craft Utility 

(LCU) and Landing Craft Air Cushioned (LCAC) 

vehicles. You'll command both a conventional 

team and a Craft Landing Zone team, all as part 

of an Amphibious Ready Group. For more 

thrilling details, contact your PERS-41 Detailer 

now!” 

Bearing in mind the steady increase in the number 

of LCAC’s in service as the SSCs are 

commissioned, there will also be a continuing 

demand for operating personnel to join. 

SpaceX has been advertising on its personnel site 

mid-July for a Hovercraft Pilot at it Starbase, 

Texas to work on the craft it operates there. The 

position and required qualifications are listed 

here. 

 

Image courtesy Nasa Spaceflight, with thanks. 

AIRLIFT HOVERCRAFT TO ESTONIA 
The Estonian State Navy have purchased four 

new hovercraft from AirLift Hovercraft, for use 

by the Estonian Police & Border Guard, the first 

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/technical-superintendent-at-airswift-3868271570/?originalSubdomain=ao
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/erica-tisdall-0818a892_our-branch-of-petro-services-in-luanda-angola-activity-6993354093423386624-NwMm/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/javier-medina-ph-d-546011107_usnavy-esg2-nbg2-activity-7209880833229221889-9kD-?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://spacecrew.com/space-jobs/lyqxg4yq-spacex-hovercraft-pilot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XPaqDpcvq0
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of which should arrive in Estonia by the 

beginning of 2025.  

 

"The new hovercraft are adapted to our 

conditions for year-round use. They are suitable 

for border guard and rescue operations, as well 

as transporting people and goods," said Sander 

Sääsk, director of the Development Service of the 

State Navy. 

He added “The main user of the hovercraft will 

be the Police and Border Guard Board, which 

also has four hovercraft currently in the fleet of 

the State Navy at its disposal. The new modern 

hovercraft will be about seven meters long and 

just under three meters wide.”  

The Estonian State Navy has selected AirLift’s 

Wildfire hovercraft to satisfy their rigorous 

requirements through a global tender and against 

strong competition. The Wildfire will be 

customized to meet the security and performance 

requirements the Navy has stipulated and be able 

to perform its policing and search & rescue duties 

in temperatures ranging from -25ºC to +40ºC, 

over snow, ice, water and land. 

AirLift Hovercraft situated on the Gold Coast of 

Australia, has previously supplied four hovercraft 

to the Estonian authorities, and is pleased to be 

able to follow-up with repeat sales into this 

market. 

Kaiman to Australian Defence Force  

The Australian Defence Force has been supplied 

a modified Airlift Kaiman hovercraft in March 

this year for a range of duties including patrol & 

interception and spent ordnance recovery and 

transport in a variety of terrains where 

conventional craft cannot operate.  

The ADF has previously used a variety of 

hovercraft for this duty, including an early 

version of an Airlift hovercraft, and conducted a 

worldwide search for an appropriate hovercraft 

for this duty. After an extensive due diligence 

process, the modified Airlift Kaiman hovercraft 

was selected as the best and most cost-effective 

solution. 

 

The modified craft included an extended skirt 

design to increase the payload of this eight-

person hovercraft to 1 tonne, a bespoke ordnance 

carriage system, and a secure communications 

system to the hovercraft’s home base. The craft 

was also supplied with a in-house custom built 

‘Jason’s Cradle’ to allow recovery of heavy 

ordnance and personnel if required, from the 

water when on patrol & interception duty. 

In addition to providing a world class hovercraft 

for use by the ADF, Airlift Hovercraft has 

conducted extensive training of ADF personnel 

as pilots and for maintenance, as well as 

conducting on-site servicing and maintenance for 

the first year of operation. 

Airlift Hovercraft have been manufacturing 

hovercraft since 1974 and have supplied its craft 

around the world for military, search & rescue, 

and commercial passenger applications. The 

Australian Company is headquartered on the 

Gold Coast of Queensland and adjacent to the 

Logan River, from where they undertake their 

design, manufacture, and testing activities. 

“Hovercraft offer unique capabilities in difficult 

terrains where there is a lack of infrastructure for 

conventional marine or road vehicles, or where 

amphibious (operation over land and water), 

capabilities are required.”, said Paul Mackley, 

Director of Airlift Hovercraft. 
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Paul added, “Airlift Hovercraft have been 

supplying hovercraft for use in arduous 

application around the world for many years, and 

it’s great to see the ADF not only choosing an 

Australian designed and manufactured 

hovercraft but leading the way for adoption of 

hovercraft in this instance and ideally for the 

many other potential theatres of operation 

around Australia’s extensive coastline.” 

Donar prototype refurbish 

Also, back in March Airlift gave details of a 

refurbishing project it has taken on – The ABS 

Donar. 

 

The Donar hovercraft was designed and built as a 

concept hovercraft by ABS hovercraft in 1993 

and as the ultimate example of a high-

performance luxury hovercraft for the discerning 

enthusiast supported by a German client. 

Over the last 30 years the Donar hovercraft has 

traversed the globe before finally making its way 

to Airlift Hovercraft’s Alberton facility, where it 

is undergoing an extensive refurbishment and 

update. See the story of the Donar hovercraft at 

this link to YouTube video (8:28). 

The world famous Donar is one of a number of 

craft which has gone through Airlift Hovercraft’s 

Alberton facility in Queensland, Australia, where 

the company both builds its own range of small 

to mid-sized hovercraft as well as undertaking 

renovations and repairs to hovercraft of all shapes 

and sizes.  

Nearing the last stage of completion, the owners 

will soon be able to take possession of this unique 

hovercraft and add it to their inventory of 

collectables or take it for an eye turning flight at 

the nearest beach, forest or snowfield, all thanks 

to Airlift Hovercraft. 

 

 

 

 

QHC take a ride in Pioneer 3.1 

 

On 16th June, Airlift invited members of the 

Queensland Hovercraft Club to visit their 

premises for a flying day, and to take a ride in 

Spirit of Ross McLeod. A video (9:07) was made 

and can be seen by clicking on the image above. 

The chasing craft is a Viper 5 also in yellow. 

There were 23 club members plus the pilot in the 

Spirit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k5Eth1PtLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W632NBuahkY&t=224s
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Video and photos courtesy Airlift Hovercraft 

It clear from the video that the members had an 

enjoyable time. Amazing weather in Queensland. 

UPDATE ON OWEN’S REVOLUTION 

 

The latest is a lightweight ‘EZY- Load’ trailer. 

This one is definitely minimalist! You can see it 

in action by clicking on the image. 

Regarding operations, Owen has the following 

update mid-July: 

The Revtech Revolution prototype (QR001) 

achieved a small milestone (kilometre stone?) 

today reaching 5000 km since GPS speedometer 

fitted last year (craft had already been flogged for 

a 150 hours prior). 

Since fitment she has flown extensively around 

Lake Illawarra (NSW) the Gold Coast (Qsld), 

been transported half around the world, cruised in 

-20C on ice and snow (Lac Sinclair- thanks Biff!) 

and added another 1000 plus K’s since sidekick 

OE returned to Montreal to torture her further! 

All this operation drives continuing small 

upgrades. As a reward, (such a pleasure to fly) she 

is acquiring some black attire, although some 

colour (per sample photo prior painting below) 

will be injected shortly to brighten her up!! 

 

There are some new videos of the prototype in 

action around Montreal recently if you go to the 

Facebook feed here. 

The design is really maturing now! 

BRITISH HOVERCRAFT COMPANY NEWS 

 

Mud, Mud, Glorious mud! 

BHC commercial works team have been working 

hard, offering hovercraft safety cover & 

providing access to various targets on mudflats, 

for unexploded ordnance detection & clearance 

from the middle of June. 

This important work was being completed in 

preparation for undersea cabling, connecting the 

UK & the Continent for 2-way energy sharing 

from the vast array of turbine farms across North-

West Europe. For these tidal mudflat works, the 

only suitable solution is to use hovercraft - 

providing access to these otherwise inaccessible 

https://www.facebook.com/100000827917838/videos/455892067401394/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5KQcPE4JIE
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areas. BHC were able to transport crew & 

equipment & also provide essential safety cover 

for the duration. 

 

BHC hovercraft are easy to transport & deploy in 

seconds from their car-sized trailer, straight onto 

site, via slipway/beach. The hovercraft are eco-

friendly - they don't damage the ground, don't 

exhaust into the water or cause any wake-

disturbance, so also highly suited for ecologically 

sensitive areas/SSSI. New BHC hovercraft are 

hand-built to order, and they also offer hovercraft 

hire with RYA qualified pilot. 

 

Benn after a work shift! Photos Courtesy BHC 

These services and also used hovercraft - fully 

serviced & ready to fly can be found at BHC 

internet site.! 

Latest update  

The British Hovercraft company had the great 

pleasure of being a guest at Border Hill Gardens 

in West Sussex, to be a part of their STEM 

project. Involving 8 teams with some "VERY 

COOL" designs. 

 

The project entered by Sackville School was a 

model hovercraft and racetrack. The Finale was a 

race around a track created especially for their 

remote-control hovercraft. More about the event 

can be found here. 

 

BHC brought one of their craft as seen above and 

commented Well done to everyone involved, it 

looks like we have some future hovercraft pilots 

there in the making. Fantastic work and thank 

you from Team BHC 

Contact them by phone or email, info is on their 

site here. 

SMALL CRAFT SUPPLIERS 
Hovercraft Depot 

The Hovercraft Depot, run by Gary Lutke, that 

supplies spares and materials around the Scat and 

his own design the Air Commander hovercraft 

will close up shop after over 30 years in 

http://www.britishhovercraft.com/
http://www.britishhovercraft.com/
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/news/stem-challenge-border-hill-gardens/
https://britishhovercraft.com/pages/contact
https://hovercraftdepot.com/
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operation. There is quite a lot of information on 

his Internet site as well as his contact details. It is 

recommended to connect before too late. The site 

will probably operate for a while, and he will 

support close clients that is for sure. 

A sample video of the Air Commander is here. It 

shows the training of Wrentham Fire Department 

in 2018, who have one of the craft. 

Windborne Studio 

The complete back catalogue for Bob Windt’s 

Universal Hovercraft series of designs is now 

available from Windborne Studio. Engines, skirt 

materials and parts for propellers are also 

available. Bob’s designs were aimed at the home 

builder and suited well the terrain out in US 

Midwest. It is really positive that these can 

remain available for enthusiasts. 

HOVERCRAFT TOURS 

 

SeaCraft Hover Tours offer two different 

explorer tours in Alaska, one of 90 minutes along 
the Talkeetna and Chulitna River on the north 

side of the Fjord at Anchorage, and another 

glacier tour of four hours along the Knik River to 

the east of Anchorage. The craft deployed is an 

Amphibious Marine Explorer 24. 

For details and maybe even booking a tour, click 

on the image to go to their site. Buff Bagwell of 

the HCA enjoyed his trip, as he says here on the 

HCA Forum. 

HOVERCRAFT MUSEUM NEWS 
The Museum is open on both Saturdays and 

Sundays from 10am to 4pm at present. 

Key information for visitors include their seaside 

location at Lee on Solent right at the seafront with 

the NHTU slipway opposite the entrance. They 

have over 50 craft on show, a gift shop/café on 

site, are family friendly.  

They have full  wheelchair access to hangars & 

gift shop/café and put on activities for their 

younger visitors. Dogs are also welcome (with 

their owners . . .!) 

 

For THS members and hovercraft enthusiasts 

who are locally based in the Hampshire area, they 

are looking for new volunteers to help, most 

particularly manning the gift shop/cafe and ticket 

office!  Do connect and have a chat with them. 

Every little helps! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnZm1mYwhcE
https://www.windbornestudio.biz/hovercraftplans
https://www.facebook.com/100033246915907/videos/360908203696269/
https://www.seacrafthovertours.com/
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Details and updates can be found on their internet 

site THM, or on their Facebook page. 

Meanwhile they have attractions to interest 

children as well as adults, see below. 

 

THE HOVERCRAFT CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN 

 

2024 Race Meetings 

The race meeting weekends are currently planned 

as follows: 

29th Aug/1st Sept, WHC 2024, Saalburg, Germany 

21st September, Magnolls Farm, Blackburn 

5th October, Whittlebury, Northampton 

Video, photos and results are posted to the HCGB 

Facebook page and the pages of members linked to 

that. Do take a look. 

2024 Cruising Events 

27/28 July, Liverpool Sailing Club Garston Shore 

Cruise, based at Liverpool Sailing Club, Speke, 

Liverpool, United Kingdom. 

This is organised by the Northwest Hovercraft 

Club. Contact: Danny Nightingale / Granville 

Spedding 

31 Aug/1 September,  based at Manor Farm, Field 

Dalling Road, Binham, and going on the North 

Norfolk Shore. 

This is organised by the Cruising Committee for 

HCGB, contact: Marc Bradley-Upton 

HOVERCRAFT CRUISING CLUB 

 

John Robertson has posted a video from the HCC 

annual hover- in at Loch Fyne at the end of May 

to beginning of June. It is here on YouTube 

THE QUEENSLAND HOVERCRAFT CLUB 

The Queensland Sporting Hovercraft Club is a 

group of hovercraft enthusiasts who meet 

regularly in Brisbane for social rallies and fun 

events.  

The club held its annual winter camp at Lake 

Coolmunda over 13/14th July including members 

from Airlift Hovercraft. Paul Mackley brought 

the Revolution hybrid craft hovercraft along. 

Photos and short video are available via 

Facebook here and here. 

 

 

 

THS MEETINGS 
The following THS meetings are currently 

planned, see table below Details of further 

meetings will be publicised in the events blog 

once finalised, and in the next NewsNote. At 

present all meetings are held on Zoom. 

 

2024 Subject 

July 18th 19:30 UKt Committee Meeting 

August 15th 19:30 UKt Committee Meeting 

September 19th 19:30 UKt Committee Meeting 

October 12th 19:00 UKt Presentation Dinner 

Portsmouth, UK 

October 24th 19:30 UKt Committee Meeting 

 

Clubs and Associations Update 

Society News 

https://www.hovercraft-museum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHovercraftMuseum
https://www.facebook.com/officialHCGB
https://www.facebook.com/officialHCGB
mailto:dannybaldy@hotmail.com
mailto:info@axceler-8.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjnniO4JDPw&t=20s
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2209571185779572/permalink/25999819746328049/
https://www.facebook.com/61554170363834/videos/969134578229077/
https://www.hovercraft.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjnniO4JDPw&t=20s
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VT2 film 

The Film of VT2 in Germany to link with John 

Lewthwaite’s article is now on the THS YouTube 

channel. It is a ‘private’ video and so invitations 

will be sent to members by email. Once received 

you will be able view when logged in to your 

email account. It is an interesting film. 

Dues reminder 

This year we are restarting to send out invoice 

reminders to all members for the annual 

subscription due in July. We hope that this 

formalisation of our service will assist all 

members to make their payments! 

Internet Site Updates 

During June and July Techsec has completed the 

Company profile for Airlift Hovercraft and Argo 

Engineering and obtained permission to provide 

the link from our home page. These are now up 

and running. Do take a look. 

The promise of a more regular blog has got 

delayed again due to pressure of other work. It is 

still aimed to prepare something for non-

members to get a flavour of our technology and 

THS. Once this July News Note has been 

published attention will turn again to this. 

If members have any issue or technical subject 

they would like to discuss with Committee, 

please let us know with an email to Techsec who 

will coordinate with committee to arrange a 

special meeting or add to the meetings above. 

Attendance would be by Zoom. If request is from 

outside Europe, we can set up a meeting at times 

to suit you! 

 

We hope the material below is useful and 

enjoyable. Click on images and links to go to the 

recordings. 

A day in the life at CWind. 

CWind have posted some great photos taken from 

their hardworking onshore/offshore employees 

who are essential in the daily operations and 

success of CWind, supporting the offshore 

renewable industry, 365 days a year/ 24 hours a 

day. 

Two photos of the CWind Pioneer SES CTV are 

as shown below. Many thanks to the company 

and their staff! 

 

Above, at speed approaching the wind farm, and 

below docked and working with maintenance 

personnel on site. 

 

Rescue Operations in Italy floods 

A video below shows a Neoteric rescue craft 

being used over flooded roads in the Ravenna 

region of Italy in May 2019. The explanation to 

the video from the fire service is as follows: 

Given the still very high water in Conselice, in the 

province of Ravenna, the firefighters are also 

using hovercraft for their missions, a particular 

vehicle that "glides" on the water. It is an 

emergency vehicle that is less common to see than 

From the Internet 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/cwind/
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the more widely used and larger amphibious 

vehicle, but which allows very rapid movement 

from one point to another. In the images shot with 

the drone, the hovercraft can be seen wandering 

through the flooded streets of Conselice. 

Click on the image below to view. 

 

Another here shows a person being rescued in 

November 2019. 

Another here shows flood operations in 2023. 

OBSERVATIONS 
Another rather complex News Note to assemble! 

There is other material that I will come back to in 

the next issue, and perhaps also use for some 

‘shorts’ on the open blog, which I have not given 

attention to over the last month. 

It is heartening that the special services in many 

countries continue to use hovercraft and to renew 

or increase their fleets. 

The development for zero emission craft clearly 

will take more time though. While the craft 

designs are now ready for both battery and 

hydrogen SES ferries, the challenge is getting the 

fuel to the quayside - whether electricity, or 

hydrogen. In a way it is similar to the challenge 

facing electric cars some years ago. Now there is 

a network of charging stations throughout Europe 

while just five years ago there were very few. 

It is true that here in Norway the government will 

have to step up and provide more support as the 

ferry operators will not be able to fund everything 

themselves. Hydrogen might actually be simpler 

at the quayside on the mainland once a distributed 

network of hydrogen production facilities has 

been constructed (not just for ferries), but local 

production is a must to keep economy realistic. 

THS Techsec 

-------------------------------------------------------------V--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

LCAC 101 the first of the SSC series at speed. Note how tight the side skirt geometry is. 

Photo Courtesy Sgt. Juan Magadan/US Marine Corps 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVLmfN8CxA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xPX4n-jk0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDXXPVlfuUA
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Hovertravel has agreed to allow THS members to book flights between Southsea and Ryde at a 20% 
discounted rate when booked online. 

 

To obtain the discount members must use the current THS promotion code, which is available either 
from THS Treasurer, or from the Newsletter Editor. 

 

At time of boarding, they should show their membership card. The offer is available for up to two 
people travelling at the same time. Once booked the tickets are not refundable or transferrable. 
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