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Semi Trailer Rescue

The Light Hovercraft Market
by Chris Fitzgerald, President and CEO Neoteric Hovercraft
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Escape from everyday life.

Get in harmony with nature.g
Inhale the fascinating thrill. §
Feel free and be wild. :
Be yourselrf.
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BBV-2

TWO SEAT HOVERCRAFT

BBV-2 (AMPHIBOAT)

This craft has been built to satisfy the requirements
of those people who want a vehicle with the boat-
like features of a stable platform from which to
operate when floating, with plenty of room for two
people and all their equipment.

Add to this the amphibious ability to operate over
land, water, mud, snow, etc, thereby removing the
need to find a non-congested slipway or a suitable
tide to cover the mud, and you have the BBV
Amphiboat.

The design of this craft, which embodies captive
foam buoyancy on the floor and on the edges of
both sides, makes for a very strong, buoyant, but
lightweight hull. The lift air is ducted to all the skirt
segments, helping to lift the craft onto its air
cushion with the minimum of effort. The skirt
segments are neoprene coated for long life and
are individually replaceable when necessary.

The simplicity and ruggedness of this craft is con-
tinued in the design of the thrust system. A single

engine is used to drive a 30in (760mm) fan. Twenty
per cent of the air from the fan is used for lift, the
remainder giving forward thrust. The thrust air is
vectored rearwards over two rudders which give
this craft excellent manoeuvrability.

The transmission of power via non-corrodible
pulleys and a tooth belt requires minimum main-
tenance. The fan, which uses replaceable poly-
propylene blades, is driven at half engine speed to
reduce stress to a minimum.

Two engine options are available — the Hirth 40
h.p. unitis normally fitted if electric start is required;
alternatively the Rotax 48 h.p. gives that little extra
power.

The craft is available with a number of options:
electric start which has been mentioned, side by
side upholstered marine seats, the use of an extra
outboard type fuel tank to give up to 10 gallons of
fuel capacity, a front spray dodger, windscreen
etc., all help to make this craft probably the most
versatile of its type on the market today.

BlLL BAKER VERICLES ..

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF PERFORMANCE HOVERCRAFT,
PROTOTYPE & PRODUCTION AIR CUSHION & AIR PROPELLED VEHICLES

Three BBV-2 hovercraft recently completed a
cruise of just over 200 miles up the River Severn as
far as Llanidloes, a few miles from the river source;
the last 100 miles of this stretch being non-
navigable to conventional river craft, and compris-
ing many weirs, rocky sections and rapids.

SPECIFICATIONS

Dimensions: 12ft 6in x 6ft 6in (3.83 x 2.00m)

Hoverheight: 8in (20cm)

Unladen weight: 325Ib (145Kg)

Engine: 40 h.p. 440 c.c.two stroke Hirth, or
48 h.p. 496 c.c. two stroke Rotax.

Fan: single, 6-bladed polypropylene,
30in (760mm)

Fuel: Petrol/oil mixture

Consumption: 2-3.5 gallons per hour
(10-16 litres per hour)

Capacity: 5 gallons (25 litres)

Performance: 25-30 m.p.h. (45-50k.p.h.)

Payload: 400Ib (180Kg)

Skirt: Individually segmented, neoprene coated
nylon.

For details of other craft in our range, please
to: Bill Baker Vehicles Ltd.,
1 Stud Farm Cottages, Adderbury,
Banbury, Oxon OX17 3NW
Telephone: (0295) 810624
International: +44 295 810624

C.A.A. Approved Hovercraft Manufacture
A member of British Small Hovercraft
Manufacturers Association (BSHMA)



HOVEROVER

The HoveRover 2 Seater is a true Air Cushion Vehicle!

Carries you over Land, Water, Swamps, Tidelands,

|
Q Ice and Snow opening a NEW Concept in year’round
e BETeT recreation. Will climb grades and into areas that
are inaccessible by boat or wheels. .
The Vehicle for WORK...SPOR I...Y0U!

OVER LAND FREIGHTER el OVER WATER

at speeds ‘of

30...40...
50 MPH &







'BRITISH SPORTS
HOVERCRAFT presents

15012 Suite “E’’, Red Hill Ave., Tustin, Calif. 92680
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8 New HighTech Boats For Every Budget

MOTOR BOATING
& SAILING

rug Barons
ake Over
Bahamas Island
hednasos o

Brand New
Hobie 60-foot
Powerboat
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GRIFFON 375TD =
HOVERCRAFT =111 [1]{

a machine for
all seasons
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Griffon Hovercraft Ltd produces
the largest range of amphibious
hovercraft available in the world
today.

The Griffon 375TD is the smallest craft in
the Griffon range, capable of carrying 5 per-
sons or a payload of 375kgs (825lbs) over a
variety of surfaces at high speed. This rugged
rigid-inflatable hovercratft is powered by a Land
Rover diesel engine and is built specifically to
undertake work boat duties. Manufactured in a
combination of aluminium and composite
(FRP) materials, the 375TD is ideally suited to
applications such as crash rescue, survey,
dredging and civil engineering support, mud
and weed sampling, pipeline inspection and
paramilitary duties. With the optional hover-on
hover-off road trailer, one person can quickly
and easily transport and operate this unique
vessel virtually anywhere.

The low-noise 375TD will accomplish
almost any task performed by a conventional
boat of the same size, but it will operate where
no boat can venture - over land, shallow water,
sandbanks, mudflats, ice, snow, rocks, weed,
logs, debris and rapids. It will operate equally
well from unprepared beaches, riverbanks and
fields as it will from harbours, piers and pon-
toons.

Griffon Hovercraft Ltd provides full
training for new customers (only one day per
pupil is normally required) as well as full after
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