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Welcome to Issue Three of The Highlighter!

 We know the news can be confusing,
complicated and hard to keep up with.
The news can also be overwhelming at
times and can make us feel scared,
stressed and worried. The Highlighter
aims to help make the news feel more
accessible for people, including people
with learning disabilities and autism. 

Northern Ireland news
The £600 energy payment scheme
A special report on the war in Ukraine

In this issue you will find articles about:



The Northern Ireland Assembly has still
not been restarted. This means that
there is not currently a functioning
Northern Irish government. 

Some of the politicians in Northern
Ireland disagree over the Northern
Ireland Protocol and say they won't talk
about restoring the Assembly until a
deal is made.

WHAT ARE TRADE
RULES?

Northern Ireland News

how much money
businesses are taxed
(charged)  to bring their
products into different
countries
the health of animals
and plants in farms and
factories and while being  
transported 
'workers rights' which 
 determine how
company employees are
treated, such as how
many breaks they have
and how long they have
to work every day. 

Trade rules are agreements
between different countries
about topics like:

Some politicians and
communities want Northern
Ireland to have the same
trade rules as the rest of
the UK but others think we
should have the same as
the Republic of Ireland. 
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The Northern Ireland Protocol will 
 determine how items like food are
transported across borders for buying
and selling. 

After the U.K. left the European Union
(this is also called Brexit), the rules
around trade changed. As the south of
Ireland stayed a part of the European
Union, their rules about transporting
and selling goods didn't change. 

Northern Ireland and southern Ireland
share a border which makes having
different rules on trade difficult. To
avoid this, politicians from the U.K. and
the E.U. are meeting to agree on a
deal. This deal is called the Northern
Ireland Protocol. 

WHAT IS THE NORTHERN IRELAND
PROTOCOL?

THE NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY
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£600 Energy Payment Scheme 
The  gove rnmen t  h a s  s t a r t ed  t o  s end  £600  p aymen t s  t o
peop l e  i n  No r t he r n  I r e l a nd .  The  p aymen t s  a r e  t o  he l p

w i t h  t he  i n c r e a s i n g  c o s t s  o f  e ne r gy  b i l l s  a nd  a r e  be i n g
sen t  e i t h e r  a s  a  vou che r  r e ce i ved  i n  t h e  po s t  o r

d i r e c t l y  i n t o  a  b ank  a c coun t .  
 

HOW W I LL  PEOPLE  RECE IVE  THE IR  VOUCHERS?
 

I f  y ou  p ay  you r  h ea t i n g  b i l l  u s i n g  a  t op  up  c a r d  o r  a n
app ,  you  w i l l  g e t  t h e  £600  vou che r  i n  t h e  po s t .  I f  y ou r
hea t i n g  b i l l  c omes  d i r e c t l y  o u t  o f  you r  b ank  a c coun t ,

you  w i l l  r e ce i ve  t he  £600  p aymen t  i n t o  you r  b ank
a c coun t .  P eop l e  who  pay  f o r  t h e i r  e l e c t r i c i t y  by  c a s h ,
c heque  o r  b ank  t r a n s f e r  w i l l  r e ce i ve  a  vou che r  f r om

the  Po s t  O f f i c e .  
 

WHY ARE  WE  GETT ING  VOUCHERS?
 

The  £600  vou che r s  a r e  be i n g  s en t  t o  peop l e  by  t he
gove rnmen t  t o  he l p  w i t h  t he  r i s i n g  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g ,  i n
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  c o s t  o f  h ea t i n g .  Howeve r ,  y ou  don ’ t

h ave  t o  u se  t he  money  t owa rd s  g a s  o r  h ea t i n g  c o s t s .  
E ve ry  hou seho l d  w i l l  r e ce i ve  a  vou che r  a l t h ough  s ome
peop l e  who  l i v e  i n  c a r e  homes  and  s o c i a l  h o u s i n g  w i l l

g e t  money  unde r  a  d i f f e r en t  s c heme  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
 

WHEN  W I LL  THE  £600  PAYMENT  VOUCHERS  BE
RECE IVED?

 
Many  peop l e  h ave  a l r e ady  r e ce i ved  t he i r  £ 600

paymen t .  The  vou che r s  w i l l  c on t i n ue  t o  be  s en t  o u t
t h r o ughou t  F eb r u a ry .  Vouche r s  c an  be  u sed  be f o r e  t he

3 1 s t  o f  Ma r c h .  
 



A special report on the war in
Ukraine

 You have likely heard about the war in Ukraine. This is our special
news report explaining about the war and answering some common

questions you might have. 
If you’d like to avoid hearing about fighting, skip these pages of

The Highlighter.
 
 
 

WHERE  I S  UKRA INE ?
 

U k r a i n e  i s  a  c o un t r y  i n  E a s t e r n  E u r ope .  I t  s h a r e s  a
bo r de r  w i t h  Ru s s i a .  L a s t  yea r ,  Uk r a i n e  was  i n  t h e  news

a  l o t  when  Ru s s i a  i n v aded  t he  c oun t r y  i n  F eb r u a ry
a f t e r  mov i ng  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  ( l i k e  a rmy  so l d i e r s )  c l o s e

t o  t he  bo r de r  be tween  t he  two  coun t r i e s .
 

WHY I S  RUSS IA  AT  WAR  W ITH  UKRA INE ?
 

R u s s i a  a nd  Uk r a i n e  u sed  t o  be  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Sov i e t
Un i o n ,  a  ve ry  l a r ge  c oun t r y  t h a t  i s  n ow  b r oken  up  i n t o

t he  c oun t r i e s  we  know  t oday ,  l i k e  Uk r a i n e .  I n  1 99 1 ,
Uk r a i n e  be came  i t s  own  coun t r y .  The  Ru s s i a n

gove rnmen t  be l i e ve  t hey  s t i l l  h ave  a  c l a im  t o  s ome  
                                            a r e a s  i n  Uk r a i n e  a nd
                                            wan t  t hem  ba ck .      
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Image  s hows  t he
l o c a t i o n  

o f  Uk r a i n e  a nd  Ru s s i a  
o n  a  map
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WHAT I S  HAPPEN ING  NOW?
 

You  may  h ave  hea r d  i n  t h e  news  t h a t  s eve r a l  c o un t r i e s
vo ted  t o  s end  t a nk s  t o  Uk r a i n e  t o  h e l p  t hem  de f end

t hemse l ve s .  
 

WHY I SN 'T  EVERY  COUNTRY  HELP I NG  UKRA INE ?
 

Mo s t  o f  r e s t  o f  t h e  wo r l d  h a s  been  i n  s uppo r t  o f
Uk r a i n e ,  b u t  h a s  no t  f e l t  a b l e  t o  h e l p  t hem  un t i l

r e cen t l y .  Th i s  i s  b e c au se  Ru s s i a  i s  a  ve ry  powe r f u l
c o un t r y  a nd  i t  i s  f e a r ed  t h a t  o t he r  c o un t r i e s  ge t t i n g
i nvo l ved  c ou l d  c a u se  mo re  c on f l i c t .  Gove rnmen t s  i n
o t he r  c o un t r i e s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  ( p eop l e  who
l i v e  i n  t h e i r  c o un t r y )  a nd  a rmy  a r e  no t  t o  t r ave l  t o
Uk r a i n e  t o  h e l p  i n  c a se  t he  Ru s s i a n  gove rnmen t  s aw

th i s  a s  a n  a t t a ck .
 
 

I f  R u s s i a  i s  a l l owed  t o  w i n  i t s  wa r  a ga i n s t  Uk r a i n e ,
many  peop l e  a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l  t h en  t r y  t o

i nvade  o t he r  c o un t r i e s .  S ome  coun t r i e s  i n  s uppo r t  o f
Uk r a i n e  a r e  o f f e r i n g  a i d  a nd  m i l i t a r y  s upp l i e s  b u t  a r e

a l s o  be i n g  ve ry  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  a nge r  t he  Ru s s i a n
gove rnmen t .

 
 

I S  THE  UK  HELP I NG  UKRA INE ?
 

The  UK  gove rnmen t  h a s  s en t  £ 2 . 3  b i l l i o n  t o  Uk r a i n e ,
a l o ng  w i t h  equ i pmen t  f o r  t h e i r  a rmy  t o  u se .  They  h ave

re cen t l y  s en t  t a nk s  t o  Uk r a i n e .  
 
 
 



A l l  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  i s s ue  we re  c o r r e c t  a t  t h e  t ime
o f  w r i t i n g  b u t  r emembe r  t h a t  news  c an  c h ange  f a s t !

I f  y ou  h ave  en j oyed  r e ad i n g  The  H i g h l i g h t e r ,  we  wou l d
l ove  t o  hea r  f r om  you .   You  c an  ema i l  u s  a t :

he l l o@theh i g h l i g h t e r . o r g   
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You  c an  a l s o  v i s i t  o u r  webs i t e :  t heh i g h l i g h t e r . o r g  
 
 

I t  c a n  be  ve ry  up se t t i n g  t o  s ee  a nd  hea r  a bou t
v i o l e n ce  a r o und  t he  wo r l d ,  l i k e  t he  wa r  i n  Uk r a i n e .  I t

c a n  o f t en  be  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u nde r s t and  why  i t  i s
h appen i n g ,  a nd  s omet imes  we  wo r ry  a bou t  peop l e  be i n g

ha rmed  and  f ee l  u n s a f e  o u r s e l ve s .  
 
 

J u s t  r emembe r  you  c an  a lways  t a l k  t o  a  f r i e nd ,  c a r e r ,
o r  f am i l y  membe r  you  c an  t r u s t .  S omet imes  i t ’ s  g ood

to  t a ke  a  b r e ak  f r om  t he  news .  You  c an  a l s o  avo i d
l o ok i n g  a t  ve ry  v i o l e n t  o r  u p se t t i n g  images  a nd  v i d eo

on  s o c i a l  med i a .  Remembe r ,  i t ’ s  impo r t an t  t o  l o ok
a f t e r  you r  own  emot i o n s !  

WHAT ABOUT  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  L IVE  I N  UKRA INE ?
 

Many  peop l e  f r om  bo t h  Uk r a i n e  a nd  Ru s s i a  h ave  l e f t
t he i r  h omes .  S ome  o f  t h e se  peop l e  h ave  moved  t o
o t he r  p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  c o un t r y  t h a t  a r e  s a f e r  o r  t o  a
new  coun t r y .   S ome  peop l e  f r om  Uk r a i n e  h ave  even

moved  he r e  t o  No r t he r n  I r e l a nd !  


