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Satisfying the increased demand for food is placing pressure on 
the world’s water, land and soil resources. Agriculture has its part 
to play in alleviating these pressures and contributing positively 
to climate and development goals. Sustainable agricultural 
practices can lead to direct improvements in the state of land, 
ƊŜĳŉ΄åœĈ΄ƶåƖĎƂ͚ ΄åœĈ΄ħĎœĎƂåƖĎ΄ĎāŜƊƼƊƖĎő΄ĀĎœĎǙƖƊ΄åƊ΄ƶĎŉŉ΄åƊ΄
reduce emissions from land. Accomplishing all these requires 
accurate information and a major change in how we manage the 
ƂĎƊŜƞƂāĎƊ͟΄NƖ΄åŉƊŜ΄ƂĎƁƞĳƂĎƊ΄āŜőſŉĎőĎœƖĳœħ΄ĎǖŜƂƖƊ΄ĦƂŜő΄ŜƞƖƊĳĈĎ΄
the natural resources management domain to maximize 
ƊƼœĎƂħĳĎƊ΄åœĈ΄őåœåħĎ΄ƖƂåĈĎͲŜǖƊ͟

The objective of The state of the world’s land and water resources 
for food and agriculture (SOLAW 2021) report is to build awareness 
of the status of land and water resources, highlighting the risks, and 
informing on related opportunities and challenges. It also aims to 
underline the essential contribution of appropriate policies, institutions and 
investments. Recent assessments, projections and scenarios point to the 
accelerated depletion of land and water resources and associated loss of 
biodiversity. The SOLAW 2021 report highlights the major risks and trends 
related to land, soil and water resources, and presents the means for resolving 
āŜőſĎƖĳƖĳŜœ΄åőŜœħ΄ƞƊĎƂƊ΄åœĈ΄ħĎœĎƂåƖĳœħ΄ƖĮĎ΄ĈĎƊĳƂåĀŉĎ΄ĀĎœĎǙƖƊ͟΄¯ĮĎ΄ƂĎſŜƂƖ΄
provides an update of the knowledge base and presents a suite of responses 
and actions to enable decision makers to make an informed transformation 
from degradation and vulnerability towards sustainability and resilience.
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