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Two-Bit stuck his head in the door just as Darry went flying out of it. Leaping as he went 
off the steps, Darry turned a somersault in mid-air, hit the ground, and bounced up before 
Soda could catch him. 


"Welup," Two-Bit said cheerfully, cocking an eyebrow, "I see we are in prime condition for 
a rumble. Is everybody happy?" 


"Yeah!" screamed Soda as he too did a flying somersault off the steps. He flipped up to 
walk on his hands and then did a no-hands cartwheel across the yard to beat Darry’s 
performance. The excitement was catching. Screeching like an Indian, Steve went running 
across the lawn in flying leaps, stopped suddenly, and flipped backward. We could all do 
acrobatics because Darry had taken a course at the Y and then spent a whole summer 
teaching us everything he'd learned on the grounds that it might come in handy in a fight. 
It did, but it also got Two-Bit and Soda jailed once. They were doing mid-air flips down a 
downtown sidewalk, walking on their hands and otherwise disturbing the public and the 
police. Leave it to those two to pull something like that. 


With a happy whoop I did a no-hands cartwheel off the porch steps, hit the ground, and 
rolled to my feet. Two-Bit followed me in a similar manner. 


"I am a greaser," Sodapop chanted. "I am a JD and a hood. I blacken the name of our fair 
city. I beat up people. I rob gas stations. I am a menace to society. Man, do I have fun!" 


"Greaser... greaser... greaser..." Steve singsonged. "O victim of environment, 
underprivileged, rotten, no-count hood!" 


"Juvenile delinquent, you're no good!" Darry shouted. 


"Get thee hence, white trash," Two-Bit said in a snobbish voice. "I am a Soc. I am the 
privileged and the well-dressed. I throw beer blasts, drive fancy cars, break windows at 
fancy parties." 


"And what do you do for fun?" I inquired in a serious, awed voice. 


"I jump greasers!" Two-Bit screamed, and did a cartwheel.
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