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Types of settlement

Types of settlement can fall into two main categories: temporary
(e.g. nomadic camp, slum, refugee camps etc.) and permanent
(e.g. towns and villages).
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AFRICA CASE STUDY

Kibera is the largest informal settlement
in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is home to over
1,000,000 residents and occupies a
space just outside of the central
business district (CBD) of Nairobi.
Despite the roughly $25 million spent by
over 200 NGOs (non-governmental
organisations) each year, Kibera has no
trash collection system or formal
dumping site and only 1 toilet per 250
people. Most families live on $1 a day
and unemployment is over 50%.
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But Kibera residents are resourceful and highly
entrepreneurial, capable of solving their own
problems.

What they lack are some of the financial and
technical resources needed to realise their ideas.
This is where initiatives like KDI are having a rea
impact.

Kounkuey Design Initiative (KDI) partners with
residents of impoverished areas to develop and
implement design solutions that improve
physical, economic, and social quality of -
everyday life. They call the low-cost, high impact &
environments they create Productive Public B
Spaces.

KDI - www.kounkuey.org

Comic Relief: Russell Brand visits
Africa's largest slum, in Kibera

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=msMRZZIw!
KDI - cleaning up Kibera
WWW, .com/watch?

v=7IM3_YgbmW]
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http://www.kounkuey.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msMRZZIw6g0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msMRZZIw6g0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lM3_YgbmWI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lM3_YgbmWI
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Originally, people built their homes together for companionship, safety
and to share services. Over a long period of time, many villages grow as
more people want to live in them. This creates a distinct shape or pattern

of land use. Towns and cities also take on their own patterns.
A model is a simplification of reality. This
model of land usage in a town or city, in a
MEDC, is called the Burgess Model.

The Central Business
District (CBD) - This is
in the centre and
contains the: shops,
offices and public
buildings (like museums
and hospitals) because it
is the most accessible
point.

Inner
Suburbs

Inner
City

A

GREATER LONDON PLAN
Green Belt

THE FOUR m.

The Inner-City - Sometimes it is quite
run down, while in other cities it has
been redeveloped by converting empty
warehouses into flats and waste land
into parks.

The Suburbs - Has a very high
concentration of residential land use,
but also some recreational land use,
possibly some retail and educational.
The green belt - Protected areas of
land around large urban areas. They
have been used by the UK government
to try and protect green field sites and
promote building on brown field sites.

4

1joduie pue peoJ uie

peos uiey

*0£0z Aq ajgnop 9

0} pajoadxa si siy} uonjesbiw ueq.n Jo S|9A3| pajuapadsasdun Yp

‘dweo aabnjal 10 win|s e u] aAl| apimpliom ajdoad 2 ui | Apuaiing
Jusuewsad Asy) swi JOAQ "POM By} Ul Jsaybiy

ay) Buowe si Ayisusp uonendod Jisy) 194 ‘syulj Lodsuel
ajenbapeul aney pue sadinlas auoyda)a) Jo ‘Ajoujos)e
‘uoneyiues Jadolid o1 ainjonJjsel Ul OU dARY USYO Aay] sanIo
1o (8bpa) Aisyduad ay) uo pue pue| jeuibiew uo }jing Ajjensn
‘syjuawajies Aresodwsay se no Lels Aay] -onseld Jo sj@ays pue
‘leyow pajebniiod ‘poomA|d usyo - sjeusjew delds wolj apew
sBuljjamp pasinoidwi ul a1 oym ‘Jood jo (paziioyineun }saq je
Jo [eBajI Ajlensn) sjuswa|)ies ale sumo} Ajueys ‘sejaAe} pue
sdwed ‘syusws|pyas Jayyenbs ‘soyayb ‘swin|s psjed os|y
&umoy Ajueys e si Jeypn

'sgg) wouy

Aeme sajiwl 0§ JOAO a1e SuMo} Ajueys awos ‘sH@J] ul mesds ueqin
037 ue Joy [9pow asn pue O} P3| SeY uolesiueqin sy "uoljesiueqin
1O )Insal 8y} aJe SJUBWB[)ISS |ew.loul ISON
(lensia ‘asiou ‘1ayem ‘ie) suonnjjod
sayIs pjal usalb Jo uononisag
swefl olyel) aseasoul ue) uonsabuo)
SJUBWIBJJISS |EWIOUI JO YIMOIS)
awl)
SSOUSSS|OWOH
juswAojdwaun
sabepoys Jajep
sinoyoe|q AloLo9|g
:uojjesiueqin
pides Aq pasneo swajqold
s "}JoM Jo yoleas ul Ajjessuab
‘seale ueqin 0} |eunJ wouy ajelbiw Ajuappns ajdoad Auew uaym si
uonesiueq.n pidey ‘uoielbiw uegin-jeins jo asnesaq uaddey oy Aoy
aJow s} ‘(seale [einl uey) sease ueqin ul sajel yuiqg Jaybiy) asealoul
lednjeu Aq pasned aq ued siy} ybnoyyy ‘sease ueqgun ui Buial aidoad

4o uoiodoud ayy Ui aseaIoUl BY} SI uo !195! uqu n

——
SLINIW31LL3S

A Settlement Hierarchy

If you group and classify settlements according to their size
and shape, the result is a settlement hierarchy.

A

X Less
Conurbation Common
A

Increase in the
size of City
settlement,
population and

services
Large Town
Small Town

Village

Isolated Place

More
Common

A conurbation is a region comprising a number of cities, large
towns, and other urban areas that, through population growth
and physical expansion, have merged to form one continuous
urban and industrially developed area, such as Greater
London, Greater Manchester, and Birmingham

As you move up the hierarchy, the size of the settlement
increases, as does the distance between similar sized
settlements.
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Sources

Wikimedia Commons

BBC Geography Bitesize
lation_distribution_rev2.shtml

National Geographic

About education http:

Primary School Geography Encyclopedia

http://geography.parkfieldprimary.com/the-united-kingdom/population-and-migration

College of the Holy Cross http://college.holycross. rojects/himalayan_cultures/2011_plan
Miaration |

Nirman Care http://www.nirmancare.com/blog/index.php?controller=blog&action=view&category=geography
Miss Tomitaka’s Geography Class http://www.tomitaka.org/settlement.html

Internet geography http://www. raphy.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/lan .html
Hutchesons' Grammar School http://www.georesource.co.uk/population.html
Gorgeous Geography

UK Cities http://www.ukcities.co.uk/conurbations/

OECD http://stats. .org/gl ry/detail.asp?ID=1351

InterHigh IGCSE Geography wiki  https://ih-i - raphy.wiki .com/6.6+All+ +Shanty+town
GreenfieldGeography i iKi

KDI

Comic Relief: Russell Brand visits Africa's largest slum, in Kibera

KDI: cleaning up Kibera www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IM3_YgbmWI
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msMRZZIw6g0
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