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TRADE

@ How did it start? Q OXFAM

NOT  AID

Fair trade started as an alternative way of supporting
developing countries through “Trade not Aid”. It rose to
prominence in the 1960s, through charities like Oxfam and
religious groups, such as churches. Handicraft products
from developing countries were sold in specialist shops and
stalls continued to account for most of the fair trade market
until the 1990s, when fair trade organisations began using
fair trade certification and labelling initiatives to gain access
for commodity products to mass-market distribution
channels, such as supermarkets.

These labelling initiatives allowed producers to sell their fair
trade certified products in mainstream shops, greatly
expanding the number of potential consumers of fair trade
goods and raising awareness of the movement.
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Fighting poverty through trade
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AFRICA CASE STUDY

Fero Cooperative: we do things differently here

Fero is a member of the Sidama K
Coffee Farmers Cooperative Union,
a cooperative that brings together
45 smaller cooperatives to market
their coffee.

Fero Cooperative was

established in 1975 with 53

coffee farmers and at last count
they stood with over 4000. It
became Fairtrade certified in 2003
and the cooperative, already known
for its high quality coffee, attained new heights.

In 2005, cooperative members used Premium funds to bring electricity
to the city of Yirgalem for the first time. Premium funds were also used
in part to build the co-op headquarters and washing station.

Abebech Argeta, coffee farmer
in Yirgalem, Ethiopia.

The democratic governance and environmental awareness,
encouraged by Fairtrade Standards, have changed the way the
community approaches coffee.

“Things are different with Fairtrade.
It brings a big difference; we have a
school, electricity. Before then, we
didn’t have any of that. Before the
cooperative, | had to sell to private
buyers. Back then it was better to
throw the coffee on the ground than
to the private companies,”

said Tadelech Gizaw, a coffee
Source: farmer and mother of 4.

http://www.fairtrade.net/meet-the-producers-details+M50294977171 .html
https://www.sustainableharvest.com/fer
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Collecting the coffee cherries



http://www.fairtrade.net/meet-the-producers-details+M50294977171.html
https://www.sustainableharvest.com/fero
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Map of Fairtrade producers
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There are over
1.4 million
farmers and
workers in 1,140

Arguments against fair trade

Fairly traded goods often come at a slightly higher price
with the understanding that more money makes it further

produ_cer. down the supply chain. However, some argue that:
organisations -Little money is reaching the developing world
across the -Less money reaches the farmers

Fairtrade system. -There is corruption in the Fairtrade supply chain

Over 4,500 products
are Fairtrade

"

COTTON

CHOCOLATE .
...these are the
24 COFFEE most commonly

produced ones.

WINE TEA

The appearance of being ethical has proved to be very
effective in business as a marketing tool, leading many
less than idealistic companies to jump on the fair trade
band wagon by attaching the label to specific products.

( )Vy 107 calullas

It has been said that fair trade has had little positive
impact in developing countries:

-Fair trade can cause over production and hurt other
farmers that are not part of the Fairtrade system

-Diverts aid from other farmers

-Failure to monitor standards. The global supply chain is
complex, and it may be difficult to ensure that every layer
in the production meets ethical and environmental
standards.

It is not about ethics and is just business:

-It is sometimes used as a cynical marketing tool

-It costs money to bear the logo which is often passed
down to the farmers

The environment still ultimately suffers:

-Can take away from local markets and encourages
shipping goods

-Farmers focus on their Fairtrade produce rather than
growing a variety of different crops
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Sources

Wikipedia

Fairtrade Foundation
BBC bitesize

By Hand

Traidcraft

http://www.by-hand.co.uk/fair-trade.php


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_trade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_trade
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/interdependence/globalisation/revision/4/
http://www.by-hand.co.uk/fair-trade.php

