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UK dentistry specialists visit Mumbai & Bhopal, India 

Exploring how international students can support UK’s dental workforce 
 
A group of UK experts in the dentistry profession undertook a trip to India visiting Mumbai and Bhopal 
to meet international students in February 2026. The group, comprising dental industry specialists 
included Prof Neil Carmichael, Executive Chair of the Association of Dental Groups (ADG) along with 
Dr Gauri Pradhan and Dr Shivani Bhandari. They visited the LNCT University in Bhopal where they 
were hosted by Dr Chandresh Shukla, President of the Association of Dental Surgeons of India, 
together with their faculty and approximately 1,000 dental students.   
 
Prof Neil Carmichael, Exec Chair, the ADG said. “It was inspiring to see the progress being made 
in preparing dental students for the Overseas Registration Examination (ORE) and the Licence of 
Dental Surgery (LDS) examinations. It was also a superb learning experience to visit Bhopal and 
Mumbai to meet dental students, dental school leaders and dentists as we explore how the ORE, run 
by the GDC, can be boosted in terms of pace and capacity, and how the LDS can be expanded. It is 
obvious that with the right training and support, they could help ‘fill the gap’ in dental recruitment in the 
UK.  
 
“The gap in the UK dentist workforce is too wide to fill just with domestically trained dentists.  Currently 
there are approximately 2,700 dentist vacancies in the NHS and the Private sector that the UK is 
struggling to fill. The workforce gap will become even wider as demographic changes point to 
increased pressure on access to dentistry because of restricted output of UK dental schools and an 
ageing population with higher need patients becoming more numerous. The conference in Bhopal was 
an opportunity to plan how the UK can benefit from India’s exceptional dental talent, and how our 
country can offer a place for international dentists to thrive.” 

The group of dentistry experts from London visited the International Conference on Global Dentistry 
held in Bhopal from 18th to 19th February 2026. Lead by the Dr Mohan Yadav, Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, this conference provided Indian dental professionals with a transparent and reliable platform 
to explore opportunities for pursuing higher education in the UK. Dentistry in the UK urgently needs 
trained dentists.  

Dr Gauri Pradhan said: “The newly established Dental College facilities align well with contemporary 
international educational standards. The lecture theatre and manikin simulation laboratory strongly 
support high-quality teaching and pre-clinical training. The curriculum reflects a commitment to 
competency-based, evidence-based education consistent with UK principles. The management has 
demonstrated exceptional professionalism and dedication to UK-aligned academic development, 
underscoring a clear focus on quality assurance and patient safety.” 

Dr Shivani Bhandari said: “It was encouraging to visit LNCT University and its two dental colleges, 
where all teaching is delivered in English, as is standard across dental education in India. Despite this, 
overseas graduates are required to complete multiple English language assessments for GDC 
registration and NHS pathways. This underlines the need for a more proportionate and structured 
approach to recognising existing academic standards.” 
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• Read more: About the Association of Dental Groups (ADG) 

• Read more: International Dental Organisation UK (IDO-UK) 
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