
I also like to give gifts. Sometimes I give my time. Sometimes I give hugs. Sometimes I buy
something special for friends I love. Different people need different things, so it is good
to keep praying to God for wisdom to give what is most useful to those around us. I give
away a lot of Christian books, because I know that everyone needs Jesus!

1. Try to give the right gift to the right person(s)! (Draw a line from the gift to the
receiver.)

Children’s

FAITH DISCOVERY

Do you like to receive gifts? I do. It is so special when
someone I love has been thinking of me and has bought me
something special. My mum and dad are very good at giving
me gifts. Often when they visit me, they bring nice
homemade food and produce from their garden. That’s just
the kind of things I like, and it’s useful too!

Lesson 8: Special gifts



In the Bible God talks about some special gifts that He gives to His church. He does not
give all gifts to everyone, but He has a selection of gifts He can give His people according
to what we and the people around us need. 

2. In 1. Corinthians 12:8-11 we find a list of different gifts. There are gifts that enable
people in the church to serve the church in a special way. What gifts can you find?
Answer:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

But what kind of gifts are they? Let’s have a quick
look at them before you do your next task!

Words of Wisdom – God can give special wisdom to
help you know what to say to people in order for
them move on in life. It is not always easy to know
just what to say to a person who is very sad or
discouraged – or to one who is stubbornly doing
the wrong things. Sometimes big decisions have to
be made in the church, and we need wisdom to
make the right choices. Isn’t it nice that we can
pray to God for the gift of Wisdom?

Words of Knowledge – God makes it possible for us
to learn important things so that  we can share
them with others. Some people in the church have
a special gift of learning a lot of useful knowledge.
Because they have studied, learnt, practised, and
understood so much of God’s Word and practical
life, they can share what they know with the rest of
the church.

Faith – God has given all His children some degree
of faith (Rom. 12:3), because without faith it is
impossible to live as a Christian (Heb. 11:6). But we
can receive more and more faith as we train
ourselves to trust God, and then experience how it
works. Some of the people we read about in the
Bible had very strong faith.
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Words of Knowledge
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Healing – In the Bible we read about Jesus, His
disciples and others healing people who were sick.
The power to heal came from God. God can also
give this powerful gift of healing to people today
when He sees it is for the best. (He has also told us
about living healthily so that it is less likely to get
sick, but this we will study about in another lesson.)

Miracles – The Bible also talks about other miracles
besides healing. Do you remember when Jesus
made wine from water or when he calmed the
storm? Or maybe you remember the story when a
young boy lost the head of a borrowed axe in the
river, and God helped Elisa perform a miracle so
the axe could float on the water. Sometimes God
empowers people in the church to perform
miracles in order to help or strengthen us, or to
help us find /come to the faith. 

Prophecy – To some God gives the gift of
prophecy. They may be shown things that will
happen in the future, or things that are happening
secretly in people’s lives. They are able to see this
in order to warn and  prepare God’s people for
future happenings, and also for heaven. 

Discerning spirits – It is not always easy to know if
people are led by the Holy Spirit or by the spirit of
Satan and his angels. Satan likes to take bad things
and wrap them up into something looking good, so
it looks OK. Do you remember the story about the
snake in the tree? He made it look as if Eve would
be very happy if she ate of the forbidden fruit. The
fruit looked so good, and the snake seemed so
friendly. God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us
understand what is good or bad. Some people are
given a special gift of discernment so that they can
then give good advice to others in the church
helping them see what is right and wrong. 
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Tongues – Do you remember the story about
Jesus’ disciples when they received the Holy Spirit
on the day of Pentecost? There were so many
people in Jerusalem that day who did not speak or
understand their language. So, God enabled them
to speak in different languages so that people
could understand the truth about Jesus. This has
also happened in the church in more recent times.
God still gives his special gifts when they are
needed. 

Interpretation of tongues – Not everyone under-
stands the same language. If someone receives the
gift of speaking a language that he/she had never
spoken before, it would not help much to speak
that language in another country, unless they had
someone to interpret. God also gives the gift of
interpretation of languages to help more people
understand the truth about Jesus.

3. Read the Bible verses and pair the Bible person
with the spiritual gift(s) you think they received
from God!

Solomon - 1. Kings. 3:5+9+16-28

Timothy – 1. Tim. 4:12-16

Jonathan – 1. Sam. 14:6-7

Peter – Acts 3:6-8

Elisha – 2. Kings 4:38-41

Phillip’s seven daughters – Acts 21:9

Paul – Acts 16:16-18

Cornelius – Acts 10:24+44-46

A disciple from Corinth – 1. Cor. 14:26-27
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4. In the Bible God’s church is pictured like a woman or a bride, and Jesus as the husband
(Eph. 4:27+32). What did God say would be the special signs of His last church on earth?
Read: Rev. 12:17+19:10
Answer:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

We can see that God says the gift of Prophecy (the testimony of Jesus = the spirit of
prophecy) will be in God’s church until the end. But the Bible also says there will be lots of
false prophets who pretend to be real (Matt. 24:11). So how shall we know which prophets
God has sent and those He hasn’t sent?

5. Pair the right Bible reference with the right “test” that we need to have in order to test
/compare people with those who claim to be prophets and receive messages from God!

Their messages will never go against
God’s law and the Bible

What they say about the future
should really happen 

They should not try to be famous of
themselves, but give glory to God

Their messages should help the
church

They should not invent the
prophecies themselves

They should not just tell people that
everything is OK when they live in sin

They will let Jesus live in their heart,
and this will show in the way they live

 Isaiah 8:20

Jeremiah 28:9

 Matt. 5:16

 1 Corinthians 14:3, 4

 2 Peter 1:20, 21

 Micah 3:5–8

 Matthew 7:16–21



6. All the gifts God gives to His church have a special purpose. Can you find out what that
purpose is?
Read: Ef. 4:11-16
Answer:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Before we end our little study about the spiritual gifts, I want to share a story with you. It
is a story about how God used one of the spiritual gifts to help His church in a crisis. The
lady He used and who was given the gift of prophecy was Ellen. G. White. This is only one
of the many, many stories that shows how God used her to help his church grow and get
through their problems. I hope you will enjoy the story!

The Bushnell Story
The year was 1867. The little church in the
Bushnell village had just been together for
Sabbath service. Three years earlier an
evangelist had come to the village and
taught them about the truths from the
Bible. About 30 people had accepted the
message and together they had started
this little church. They did not have a
church building but met in each others’
homes. But now, three years later things
did not look so good. ome of the members 

had decided to go back to their old habits, and there were only 10-12 people that still met
for church. They were also really discouraged and this Sabbath they had decided that
they would simply stop running their church. People were already on their way home
when a neighbour came over to the family where they had held the meetings. The
neighbour had brought their mail, and in the mail was a magazine called “The Review and
Herald.” They looked at the magazine and on the last page they found a notice that really
surprised them. The well-known speakers James White and his wife Ellen G. White would
come to their church next Sabbath. Back then they did not have emails or messenger or
even phones, so this was the way they let each other know! They hurriedly sent their
children to call the people who had just left to come back and discuss what they should
do. Since this special couple would come to visit them, they could not just stop having
church. At least they would have to meet one more time. They decided to find a place in a
grove outside where there was room for more people to invite their friends, especially
those who had left the church.
The next Sabbath about 60 people were gathered in the grove to hear James and Ellen G.
White. First Mr. White spoke and then Mrs. White. She began with the sermon she had
prepared, but she could not concentrate. Finally, she stopped and looked at the people
listening to her. Then she spoke again:
“As I stand before you this afternoon, I am looking into the faces of those who were shown
me in vision two years ago. As I look into your faces your experiences come back clearly to
my mind, and I have a message to you from the Lord.”



Wow! She told them that two years before, God had told her something about them in a
vision! (A vision is something similar to a dream which God gives to those who have the
gift of prophecy.) How would you feel if you were one of them? Would it not be very
interesting to hear what she had to say and see if it was true?
She pointed to one after another and told them what God had shown her about their
lives. She rebuked them for things they had done which had hurt others and lead them
away from God, and she encouraged them to come back to Him and make things right. 
After a while one of the men in the grove became very curious. “I really want to know if
what Mrs. White says is true!”, he said. One after the other the people she had spoken of
said that she was absolutely right. “She knows me better than I know myself”, one
expressed. People asked God and each other for forgiveness and decided to change their
ways. The next Sabbath Mr. and Mrs. White came back to encourage them and baptise
those who wanted to commit their lives to God. Instead of closing, the Bushnell church
grew stronger and became a blessing to God and to others.  

Don’t you think God is good who gives us so many special gifts to help us grow? Would
you like to ask God to give you the gifts He sees you can use for Him? Let us pray:

Dear Father in Heaven,
Thank you for all the special gifts you give to your church. I want
you to live in my heart and give me the gifts you see I can use to

help your church grow. In Jesus name, Amen.

These lessons are made by Stine Gro Struksnæs/TENT Ministry. Each lesson corresponds
with one episode in the “Children’s Faith Discovery Program”. Visit our web page to watch
this series and learn more about what we have to offer: tentministry.net 

If you wish to support our ministry, you may use: 
PayPal: stinegro78@hotmail.com 
Vipps: 40815177 
Bank details: See web page


