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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Pan African Pyramid Condemns Denial of Entry to FIFA Referee Omar Abdulkadir Artan
Kampala, Uganda – Pan African Pyramid (PAP) strongly condemns the denial of entry into the United States to internationally accredited Somali referee Omar Abdulkadir Artan, despite his possession of a valid multiple-entry visa and diplomatic travel documentation.
The incident raises serious concerns regarding fairness, equal treatment, and the continued marginalization of Africans within international systems that profess commitments to equality, justice, and human rights.
Omar Abdulkadir Artan is not merely a traveler. He is a FIFA-certified referee selected to officiate at one of the world's most prestigious sporting events. Sport has long served as a bridge between peoples and nations, transcending race, nationality, religion, and political differences. Preventing a qualified African official from carrying out his international responsibilities sends a troubling signal to millions across Africa and the global African diaspora.
The United States has consistently positioned itself as a global champion of democracy, human rights, and equal opportunity. Actions such as these, however, risk undermining that standing and raise legitimate questions about the consistency with which those principles are applied. Human rights must be universal. Justice must be impartial. Equality must not be determined by nationality, ethnicity, or place of birth.
As Pan-Africanists, we reject all forms of discrimination, racial profiling, and institutional bias. We are particularly concerned by reports that an accomplished African professional from Somalia may have been denied entry despite meeting the legal requirements for travel and participation in an international sporting event.
Pan African Pyramid calls upon the relevant authorities in the United States to provide a transparent explanation regarding this matter and to ensure that international sporting events remain free from discriminatory practices that unfairly target individuals based on nationality or origin.
Africa's sons and daughters deserve dignity, respect, and equal treatment wherever they travel and work around the world. The continent cannot remain silent when Africans are perceived to be treated as second-class citizens on the global stage.
An injustice against one African is an injustice against all Africans.
Issued by:
Andrew Irumba Katusabe
Founding Speaker & Chairman
Pan African Pyramid (PAP)
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