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Issue 8  Summer 2022  

THE PIER—ITS BEEN A LONG STORY  
 
 ‘A Long Story’ is the history of Southend Pier from 1829 to  
the new millennium and the delivery of the ‘Culture Centre’, 
aka Royal Pavilion, and beyond. Youcan arrange purchase of 
the DVD (cost £12inc p+p) by either contacting  
sales@southendpiermuseum.co.uk or by writing to  
Southend Pier Museum Foundation Trust at Western        
Esplanade, Southend-on-Sea SS1 1EE . Cheques payable to 
Southend Pier Museum Foundation Trust  

                    FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Tim Watts 

Hello again and welcome to the summer 2022 edition of the Pier Review. 

Yet another busy few months as we extended our opening times to three days a week during the school summer 
holiday period. Following the August Bank Holiday we will revert back to weekend opening until we close at the end 
of October to regroup and renew the displays. Many thanks to our newest volunteers – Alan, Marcus and Eddie who 
have helped us stay open. 

Following our exhibit changes last winter, we have replaced a number of our ceiling lights to improve the general 
lighting on the side of the museum away from the windows. We have lots of text to read in the museum and this 
certainly helps. 

Kind and generous local residents are still approaching us to offer new items for our collection. As well as a number 
of pictures/photographs, we have a new model of the Golden Eagle and a 2m/6ft+ pennant from the Royal Daffodil, 
given away by a member of the crew as a souvenir on her last visit to Southend Pier. 

It is a shame that the new Pier Trains are still having teething problems but we want them safe for visitors so better 
safe than sorry.  The William Heygate is still doing a fantastic job. 



 2 

 

 



 3 

 

to be continued  
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 HOLDING BACK THE TIDE 
 From the Archive by Richard Brown 

One of the things that not many people seem to realise about the seafront is the extent to which land has been 
reclaimed from the sea.  
 
When the Iron Pier was built in 1890, nobody had ever tried interfering with the state of the tide, but subsequent 
years have seen the beach underneath the Pier turned into dry land by the simple process of building a new bit of 
the sea wall and enclosing part of the beach. 
 It all started in 1902, when the Pier was a little over ten years old and a Mr E Hills requested permission to build a 
water chute beside the Pier’s promenade.  

 

It was also the first time the beach had been built on – in order for the Water Chute to operate at all states of the 
tide, an economic necessity, some means of retaining water was needed. Over the years, a number of other tidal 
pools have been built, but this was the first, and it was also the first time that land had been reclaimed from the 
sea.  
 
After only two years in operation, Mr Hills asked for permission to remove his Chute. To the west of London, in a 
small hamlet called Shepherd’s Bush, a new exhibition ground which became known as the White City was 
planned, and Mr Hills saw more profit in taking his expensive piece of equipment to London rather than leaving it 
in Southend. Many years later, in 1921, as the White City itself was being redeveloped, the Water Chute came back 
to Southend and was installed at the Kursaal, where it continued in operation until the 1960s.  
 
The process of creating more leisure space started again in about 1913, with the creation of the Sunk Gardens,   
using the beach to the west of the Pier.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a huge piece of engineering, which must have cost 
a great deal of money. Two railway tracks carried boats 
with small wheels attached to them – the right hand one 
had a continuously moving chain going upwards which 
transported the boats up to the top, where the           
passengers were loaded in, and the boat launched down 
to the tidal pool below. It was almost (but not quite) the 
first ‘thrill’ that Southend offered, by a canny entrepre-
neur who realised that some people wanted more out of 
a day out than a paddle in the sea and a whiff of fresh 
air.   

The 1923 map (left) shows the   
extent of the land that was en-
closed then, using Mr Hills’ old tidal 
pool as its eastern boundary.      
Before WWII (right), the land to the 
east of the Pier had also been en-
closed,  allowing the creation of a 
large boating lake. This is now Ad-
venture Island. The thrills won in 
the end.  

This is not an easy picture to date, but in the distance can 
be seen something that looks like the Pier, but is probably 
the Westcliff open-air baths under construction. These 
were opened in May 1915, and many people will have hap-
py memories of this enormous salt-water swimming pool, 
which finally closed in the 1970s and now has a casino built 
on top of the site. 


