
Protecting Your Intellectual Property in Nigeria: 
Tips for Startups and SMEs



As a startup or small business owner in Nigeria, protecting 

your intellectual property (IP) is essential to the success of 

your business. IP includes trademarks, patents, copyrights, 

and trade secrets. In this blog post, we will discuss the 

various types of IP protection available in Nigeria and 

provide tips on how startups and SMEs can protect their IP 

rights.

Trademarks

A trademark is a symbol, word, or phrase that identifies and 

distinguishes the source of a product or service. In Nigeria, 

trademarks are protected under the Trade Marks Act. To 

protect your trademark in Nigeria, you must register it with 

the Nigerian Trade Marks Registry. This registration gives 

you the exclusive right to use your trademark in connection 

with your goods or services, and to prevent others from 

using similar marks. 

Patents

A patent is a legal document that grants the inventor of a 

new invention the exclusive right to make, use, and sell that 

invention for a limited period. In Nigeria, patents are 

protected under the Patents and Designs Act. To obtain a 

patent in Nigeria, you must file an application with the 

Nigerian Patent and Trademark Office (NPTO). The 

application must include a detailed description of your 

invention and how it works. Once your patent is granted, 

you can prevent others from making, using, or selling your 

invention without your permission.

Copyrights

Copyright is a legal right that protects original works of 

authorship, such as books, music, and software. In Nigeria, 

copyrights are protected under the Copyright Act. Copyright 

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/ng/ng017en.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/ng/ng013en.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/ng/ng016en.pdf


protection in Nigeria is automatic - you do not need to 

register your work to enjoy copyright protection. However, 

you can register your copyright with the Nigerian Copyright 

Commission to establish proof of ownership and facilitate 

enforcement of your rights.

Trade Secrets

A trade secret is any confidential business information that 

gives a company a competitive advantage. Trade secrets can 

include customer lists, manufacturing processes, and 

marketing strategies. In Nigeria, trade secrets are protected 

under Common Law and the Nigerian law of equity. To 

protect your trade secrets, you should have non-disclosure 

agreements (NDAs) in place with your employees and 

business partners. NDAs prohibit them from disclosing your 

confidential business information to third parties.

Tips for Protecting Your IP in Nigeria

● Conduct a thorough search especially at the Trade 

Marks registry before adopting a trademark to ensure 

that it is available for use and registration.

● Keep accurate records of your IP, including 

registration certificates, licenses, and contracts.

● Use NDAs to protect your trade secrets.

● Monitor your IP for infringement and take prompt 

legal action if necessary.

● Work with a lawyer who specializes in IP to ensure 
that your IP is adequately protected.

In conclusion, protecting your intellectual property in 
Nigeria is crucial for the success of your startup or small 
business. By understanding the various types of IP 
protection available and implementing best practices, you



can safeguard the valuable assets of your business and stay 
ahead of the competition. 

Get in touch with us to protect your intellectual property in 

Nigeria - Contact Us

https://www.sooloruntimehin.com/

