Surrey Gypsy Traveller Communities Forum

Minutes of a committee meeting

held at Bourne Hall, 28th March 2018

1. Welcome from Hilda Brazil (chair)

Present – Hilda Brazil, Ann Wilson Louisa Castle, Lalage Grundy, Jeremy Harte, John Hockley, Genty Lee, Caroline Pugh, Chris Raymer.

Apologies: Florrie Chiriac, Mark Haythorne, Jean Howey.
2. Matters arising from the minutes
2.5. Mandy MacVean has written to say she can’t be a committee member after all. She will keep in touch with Hilda and would like to be kept up to date with what we’re doing.
2.7. Clive Smitheram the Epsom & Ewell councillor is prepared to meet Hilda and discuss accommodation in the Borough. Jeremy will arrange a meeting.
3. Mark leaving Family Services, and handover at SCC.
Mark is on three months’ notice but he can take that as leave. We will meet up after the 9th for a handover, so he can say what projects he’s got in hand. We need to push on with the paper we drafted about the services Surrey County Council will still need to provide after the restructure.

4. Secretarial support for Committee
Chris has sorted this, his secretary, Alice Fidler can do it – invoices as well. Lalage will get in touch with her.

5. Follow-Up to the Forum on Accommodation
Chris was at the panel on accommodation at the last FFT meeting, but feels the people there were too low-level to take any action. Ultimately it’s all about money, we must argue from economics not ethics. Police have the option to say, We’re not going to do a Section 61 if there’s nowhere to move people on to, we won’t act unless there’s antisocial behaviour or crime, and we won’t just assume these things on the grounds of ethnicity either. So, if the council can’t use police to move people on, they’ll have to use lawyers and that’s so expensive, it’s cheaper to build a transit site.
Hilda reminds us we should work with people in the Council even if they don’t like us, there’s no harm in keeping them close. But the problem lies in the assessments of Traveller need, which are flawed. When Gypsies had done these counts, and reported them, they were told that the figures were too high and were going to be ignored. Now the work has been placed in the hands of contractors, as if the councils who commissioned figures didn’t like them when they saw them, and would try again in a different way to get the answer they want.
The new Accommodation Needs Assessment is based on a limited definition of Traveller, so that the problem goes away for councils if they can say there’s no-one who travels; but legislation still says they have to provide for all residents. So what can we do? Chris will do a sales pitch to Amanda Quincy, the manager of the Children’s Board, who have significant powers to act.
6. Follow-Up to the Forum on Learning
We should follow up on the meeting with schools. John and Chris are going to the anti-bullying meeting. Right now Gypsies are written out of the history books, we’re not included in schools. We need make them understand that they need to be inclusive.

7. Subjects for future Forums
Lalage will get this together once the restructure was out of the way. It looks as if Hilda’s job is going to be carried over, probably as a Youth & Justice Officer. That means her role won’t be specifically GRT anymore, but she’s explained that it would be pointless to lose all those years of work as link for Gypsies. There’s some news from Flo, she is getting three days a month set aside out of her shift for GRT engagement. 

8. Romany Days at the Rural Life Museum
Lalage and Jeremy are sorting this.
9. Other forthcoming events and meetings.
Chris and Flo met Petr Torak at an event in Peterborough. There will be a Roma festival in London in August next year which the Police want to be involved in.

10. Updating the training programme. 
We want to embed GRT training in all Surrey organisations, but to do this we need to have control over content and cost, and to make sure it’s only delivered with the involvement of community members. Chris has said he wants half-day training for all police. But the material we’ve got needs updating. Mark went off on a course about this but he hasn’t reported anything on it yet. Lalage and Jeremy will go to the next training day at Ash, then we can all get together to discuss how to do it better.

11. AOB
11.1 Ann has heard that Young Street will be closed for five weeks because of the cycle race, and is concerned about access.

11.2 Chris is in a GRT Police working group along with Genty and Shannon. Their first task will be an audit group to look at the way contact is made – how phones are answered, how crimes are reported.

11.3 Lalage says that CAB in East Surrey want training for 62 volunteers, to be followed up by the Action Learning group.
11.4 We’ve appointed Lalage as our gorjer co-chair.
12 Date of next meeting and venue.
The next management meeting will be 19th June at John’s. We haven’t fixed the next Forum meeting yet.
