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SGTCF Management Meeting
27th January 2015
Hilda’s abode, Effingham
1000 – 1400hrs (included ACE soup!)

	
	

	Chair: John Hockley (JH)

	Attendees: Hilda Brazil (HB), Mark Haythorne (MH), Sian Sangarde-Brown (SB), Kathy Robinson (KR)                                          Angela Hollingshead (AH)

	Apologies: Ann Wilson, Nelson Reid, Nick Walters, Charmaine Valler, Jackie Bruder

	#
	Issues Raised
	Action

	Agenda Items

	1. 
	Minutes of management meeting 16thSept 2014
JH read the minutes to everyone and they were agreed as representative of the meeting
	Action:



	2. 
	Outstanding Actions
· Treasurer required – JH to contact Monica Vidal
· Ann & John to meet up to work on website

· Kathy Robinson arranging guest speaker (universal credit)

· John Hockley to speak with Heather Sandal regarding Latin phrasing in Guildford Plan

· River Lane, Dorking added to forum Agenda

· Hilda Brazil to give dates for subgroups


	Action:

Lesley Underwood happy to be nominated
Done – website running
Deferred to future forum

Done – nothing untoward

Done
Meetings held

	3. 
	Guest Speakers for Forum AGM
Agreed the two guest speakers should be from the Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and Gypsy Roma Traveller Police Association  with a view to DWP presentation on universal credit at following forum

	Action:
JH to arrange speakers

	4. 
	New Crimestoppers campaign
Revised wording recommended for leaflets based on the strap lines:
“We don’t want your name or number, just your information”

Discussed targeted Facebook adverts and other methods 
	Action:
AH to take ideas and advise of progress

	5. 
	Future SGTCF venues
To date, local authorities have been very supportive with providing free venues around the County for Forum business. Ideas for other venues that might increase GRT participation such as youth clubs, village halls were discussed. Accessibility, parking, size and presentation/sound facilities are issues that rule out most options.
	Action:

Continue to use current facilities 

	6. 
	Gypsy Skills
Funding fast running out for this excellent project. Discussion regarding potential replacement. HB confirmed adult literacy roll out picking up steam with plenty of capacity for more members
	Action:

MH to update Forum
HB to update on take up

	7. 
	Holocaust Memorial Day
Quite by chance, management meeting on Holocaust Memorial Day

It was noted that SCC were holding a remembrance ceremony at County Hall

	Action:



	8. 
	 Hope for Homes petition
JH reminded members that the River Lane support group had launched a petition called ‘Hope For Homes’ and needed as many signatories as possible
	Actions:
Petition now closed

	9. 
	 Brighter future for GRT Communities
MH reported that Ginni Smedley would be able to speak at the next Forum on progress relating to this topic
	Actions:


	10. 
	Website

JH confirmed website has masses of potential for the future, particularly as more people from the GRT community take up IT skills. However, site is basic and recommends consideration be given to paying for the services of an IT expert

Better usability and presentation could up our game and allow for PayPal style donations etc
	Actions:
MH will approach potential IT provider 

	11.
	AOB
Eric Pickles (Secretary of State) guilty of discrimination by calling in all GRT planning applications – full details on Traveller Movement of Britain (TMB) website
Letter to Boris Johnson (Mayor of London) from Chair of London Assembly Committee reporting on the unfairness in the planning system for GRT applications for site provision. 
Cited example from Leeds of how building well managed transient stopping places can greatly reduce unauthorized encampments and thereby cost financially and emotionally to everyone

Traveller Movement of Britain (TMB) now offer GRT Education support based in London. Full details on website
	Actions:

	12.
	DONM

Next management meeting is 10am on Tuesday 21st April 2015 at H/A of JH
	


Summary of actions

	#
	Action
	Owner
	Details of completion

	SGTCF Actions

	1. 
	To arrange guest speakers
	JH
	Booked SFRS & GRTPA

	2. 
	To feedback progress regarding Crimestoppers revision
	AH
	

	3. 
	To feedback progress ‘after Gypsy Skills project’
	MH
	

	4. 
	Adult literacy take-up
	HB
	

	5. 
	Website upgrade progress
	MH/JH
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