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Gypsy and Traveller
Information Pack

This pack is designed to help people who work with Gypsy Travellers. 

It provides information about:

Gypsy and Traveller culture and history

Local services for Gypsy Travellers

Other sources of information e.g. professional bodies concerned with Gypsy Travellers

You are invited to make use of this information when working with Gypsy Travellers in the course of your work. Please add relevant information that you feel will be helpful to yourself and your colleagues, thereby ensuring that it is used as a “living pack”.

First Published March 2001

Updated October 2004 

and January 2008

and August 2013

and July 2014
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Surrey

Surrey has the fourth largest Gypsy and Traveller population in England based on ODPM (CLG) caravan count statistics. Anecdotal evidence suggests that Gypsy and Travellers are Surrey’s largest minority ethnic group. A study was undertaken in 2005, Surrey Change Up Additional Support Programme – Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers Research
 which attempted to estimate the numbers of Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers in Surrey. The cautious estimate quoted suggests that at least 10,000 Gypsies and Travellers live in Surrey in caravans or houses. 

Gypsy Travellers are not routinely included in ethnic monitoring. However, the 2011 Census did include Romany Gypsy and Irish Traveller among its ethnic categories; the results showed that less that 25% chose to reveal their ethnicity.
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Mosaic of a horse’s head made by some Gypsy Traveller children from Ash Manor School unveiled by Tamsy Baker, when she was Mayor of Guildford at a Gypsy Traveller Showcase, held in the Guildhall, Guildford in 2005.  

It was later presented to the Ash Parish Council Offices, where it now resides.

Surrey Gypsy Traveller Communities Forum 

The forum was previously called the Surrey Traveller Community Relations Forum which was set up in 1996 and first funded by the Safer Surrey Partnership. Its purpose is still to create opportunities for Gypsy and Traveller communities, councils and agencies in Surrey to talk to one other.

Its aims are:

· To increase understanding 

· To encourage two-way flow of information

· To provide opportunities to work together

· To identify problems when they exist and to find solutions

Some of the objects of the Forum are:

· To increase understanding within all sections of the wider community to resolve prejudices and ignorance

· To overcome prejudice, increase understanding of Gypsy and Traveller culture and promote equality of opportunity

· To provide opportunities to work together to build bridges between different elements of the wider community

· Delivery of GRT training (public, private & voluntary sectors)

The Forum meets four times a year in different parts of the county and has focused on three key areas – Education, Site Issues and Health Issues.

Forum members include Travellers who reside in, or resort to Surrey from Gypsies, Showmen and Fairground Travelling communities working alongside representatives from public agencies that have a responsibility or interest in issues relating to all Travellers. These include Surrey County Council, Borough and District Councils and the Police.

Co-Chairmen

John Hockley (Surrey County Council)

Telephone: 07753 817438

Nelson (Showman)

Telephone: 07974 476174 

History of Surrey Gypsy Traveller Communities Forum

The Forum was set up in 1996 by the Safer Surrey Partnership Team – as the result of an increased awareness of Traveller issues raised by the secondment of a member of Surrey Traveller Education Service to the Team. The Forum meets four times a year and brings together Gypsies, Irish travellers, housed Gypsy Travellers, New Gypsy Travellers, Circus and Fairground workers with Police, Local Authority representatives and other agencies to work on a Development Plan incorporating Education, Community Safety and Health targets. Meetings take place across the county and venues have included Police Headquarters, Gypsy Traveller Sites, Fire Stations, Circus Winter Quarters, Council Offices and Youth Clubs.

On Tuesday 24 November 1998 the Forum held a Seminar, which was attended by the Princess Royal. In the morning Pat Niner, whose research has issued a guidance document to the Local Authorities on Unauthorised Encampments, addressed the Seminar. Workshops were held to discuss the statement “Gypsies have a right to travel but not right to stop”. 

The Princess Royal said in her key note speech:

“It is vital to consult the Travelling Community on issues that affect them and the work of the Forum can be held up as an example for other regions to copy. I hope many other regions will be able to benefit from what you have achieved in Surrey.”

Since then new Forums have been set up in Hampshire and Doncaster with the help of the STCRF.

The STCRF went through a period of change when the Safer Surrey Partnership ended, but it emerged with a written Constitution and an Action Plan underpinned by a budget of £10,000 received from the Partnership. A member of the Travelling Community and a Borough Chief Executive jointly chaired it and the management committee had equal representation from members of the Travelling communities and statutory bodies. It also received financial support from Surrey Police. 
Under the new name SGTCF, it continues to work to ensure that all Surrey Travellers are supported over issues such as planning applications and transit and council run site provision. It is seeking site self-management status as a long term key objective.

The Health and Welfare and Education focus groups are both active in terms of working with other agencies within the County and nationally both to raise awareness of Traveller issues and to make provision for the needs of Travellers (see following reports).

Surrey Gypsy Traveller Health and Wellbeing Group

Travellers are the most socially excluded group in the UK. They experience prejudice and discrimination from the local people and occasionally from providers of local services. Many sites are built in very unhealthy environments e.g. next to motorways and busy roads, on former refuse sites and in areas that flood. This has an impact on the health of Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers.

When the SGTRF was set up, a subgroup was formed to focus on Gypsy Traveller health and welfare. The health and welfare focus group involves Gypsy Travellers, as well as representatives from many relevant organisations across Surrey.
The contact list has grown, with interest from many partners. The group has focussed on:

Identifying  and responding to the needs of all Travellers

A health study was undertaken in Surrey in 2005 with the support of the University of Surrey. Following two separate focus groups – one for females and the other for males, a questionnaire was developed. Health and other staff (e.g. Gypsy Traveller Education) assisted with the completion if help was needed.

44 responses were received (33 female, 11 male); 84% identified themselves as Romany Gypsies: the majority were registered with a GP. The findings included:

48% were smokers

52% had  high blood pressure

48% described themselves as anxious or depressed

Examples of comments:

“I feel very depressed because I feel that the council do not care about the conditions under which [we] are forced to live”

“…lots of strain due to daughter and her family suffering domestic violence”

“…often feel let down because of the environment/site conditions and hazards to health and child safety”

“I would be a lot happier if my family weren’t picked on”

Gypsies and Travellers in Surrey – Health Issues

The Department of Health commissioned The Health Status of Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers in England
in 2004. The research found:

Health problems among Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers are between two and five times more common than in the settled community.

Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers are more likely to be anxious, having breathing difficulties (including asthma and bronchitis) and chest pain.

Gypsies and Gypsy Traveller women are twice as likely to be anxious than Gypsies and Gypsy Traveller men.

“…Gypsies and Travellers have significantly poorer health status and significantly more self reported symptoms of ill-health than other UK-resident English speaking minorities and economically disadvantaged white UK citizens.”

“There was some evidence of an inverse relationship between health needs and use of health and related services by Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers, with fewer services and therapies used by a community with demonstrated greater health needs.”

In 2010, Health Needs Assessments were carried out by both Bedfordshire NHS Trust  and West Sussex NHS, and indicate that little has improved since the 2004 Sheffield study. The assessments found:

‘the average age of death amongst siblings and close family was 65 years of age, bearing similarities to literature citing life expectancy among Gypsies and Travellers as 10-12 years less than the UK norm of 81.5 years. (Bedfordshire NHS Trust 2010)

Some of those we interviewed expressed the belief that there are very few older people in the Gypsy and Traveller community, reflecting the lower life expectancy of Gypsies and Travellers.
“In Gypsy culture they don’t live to be old. Years ago, people would live to be old, but in these days, there’s hardly any older people. During their late 50s, by that they’re dead. If they live to be 60, that’s a good age.”’(West Sussex NHS 2010)

Childhood illnesses

There have been two outbreaks of measles in Surrey in recent years, which affected the Gypsy Traveller community. The Surrey Health Protection Unit has worked with local health staff and residents of sites where measles occurred, encouraging the take-up of 
MMR immunisation. Whooping cough cases are also on the increase due to the lower rates of child immunisation across all communities in Surrey.

Infant Mortality

The DoH Sheffield report found that Gypsies and Travellers with children experience an infant mortality far higher than the national average:

· 29% of Gypsy Travellers experienced one or more miscarriages compared with16% , and
· 22% had Caesarean sections compared with 14%, of the non-Gypsy Traveller group with children.
‘In response to the question “Are all your children still living?’, 17.6% of the Gypsy/Traveller women had suffered the death of a child (of any age but excluding miscarriages) compared to less than 1% of the non-Gypsy group.
Since the 2004 Sheffield report there has been a dearth of up-to-date research and data on Gypsy and Traveller health, and more specifically on incidences of infant mortality. However, considering that more recent health indicators show little to no improvement in general health outcomes for Gypsies and Travellers, it is unlikely that infant mortality rates for the communities have improved since publication of the Sheffield report

Immunisation 

Immunisation is a key focus for protecting Gypsies and Travellers against serious disease. The 2009 EHRC review ‘Inequalities experienced by Gypsies and Travellers’ reported that "low levels of immunisation for children can be a particular problem where families are highly mobile, continuity of care is lacking, and specialist health visitors for the Gypsy and Traveller community are not available" and "concerns over the possible ill-effects of inoculations can also be an issue."

The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment carried out by SCC and Surrey NHS (2012)
reports: 

‘There is also a clear need for better MMR coverage in the Gypsy and Traveller community who have experienced two serious outbreaks in recent years. There is also a recognised need to focus on places where immunisation rates are lower such as a practices and schools with poorer uptake than others.

Evidence suggests widespread low levels of all immunisation take up amongst the Gypsy and Traveller communities. This can be for numerous reasons, including 
homelessness and mobility, cultural, discrimination and low literacy skills. Improved communication and education in all these areas is essential to effectively tackling this issue.

Limited access to services

One of the main reasons why Travellers do not access health services has been attributed to the complex procedures for registering and accessing services.15 The National Association of Traveller Health workers (NAHWT) suggested that:

'The most common problem for Travellers is difficulty in accessing primary care through GPs because of their insistence in having a permanent address'.

Some GPs only register families as temporary residents, resulting in exclusion from a range of services, such as screening. Others allegedly refuse to register Gypsies and Travellers at all according to the NAHWT response.

A 2008 qualitative study into the health experience of Gypsies and Traveller in the UK found a distinct lack of understanding around Gypsy and Traveller culture in hospitals.

The same report also noted that many Gypsies and Travellers were unable to read and write but were sometimes reluctant to admit this which results in issues such as an inability to fill out menus or order food.
Mental health

A key area of concern for Gypsies and Travellers within social care is mental health. The DoH report found that Gypsies and Travellers were over twice as likely to be 
depressed, and almost three times as likely to suffer from anxiety, as others.
 The EHRC’s 2009 review of inequalities experienced by Gypsies and Travellers found that ‘evidence from a number of studies (Parry et al, 2004; Goward et al, 2006; MIND Bristol, 2008) record that Gypsies and Travellers suffer depression and anxiety at a rate of twenty times the general population; the two factors most highly associated with suicide, with a relative risk 8.5 times higher than in the general population (Harris &Barraclough, 1997).’

A  2011 report from Cambridgeshire, ‘Addressing the impact of social exclusion on mental health in Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities’ attributed the high levels of 
depression and suicide to ‘social exclusion and experiences of racism, and unresolved grief following the death of close family members.’

The same report concluded: 

‘There is a dearth of culturally informed and sensitive counselling available to GRT communities. For example, the extent of the anecdotally high levels of depression and bereavement in GRT families (Greenfields, 2008; Cemlyn etal., 2009) is not widely known, nor has the importance of the extended family as a source of strength and resilience been fully explored.’
Community development with Gypsy/Travellers

For the last five years we have tried to increase the support to our work with Gypsies and Travellers. The Health and Welfare group initially submitted a proposal to the Big Lottery Fund Reaching Communities funding. Subsequently we worked with Surrey Community Action, who revised and resubmitted the proposal successfully.

Surrey Community Action with the SGTCF had 5 year funds (from 2007), extended until March 2014, to appoint community development worker/s.  It was always essential that  recruitment should be from the Gypsy Traveller community, to better respond to Gypsy Traveller health needs, encourage more community leaders to come forward and to enable self help groups to be set up etc.. 

Also, from 2007, Surrey PCT has funding for community development worker/s for Gypsy Travellers to focus on mental health issues such as access to services, training for mental health services, self help approach etc..  The SGTCF worked with partners to influence the appointment, direction and management of that work. 
It is essential that all workers work closely together for the benefit of the Gypsies and Traveller community.

Activities of Health & Well-being Group

First aid training was successfully held at Salvation Place. It focused on what those attending wanted to know.

Smoking is an important health issue for Gypsy Travellers. The law changed in July to ban smoking from workplaces and public places. A free NHS service called SMOKEFREE is available – 

Freephone 0800 022 4 332 for the free NHS service, or

 Chat to an adviser online at http://www.smokefree.nhs.uk
The Health Protection Unit also has a role about chemical hazards and environmental issues – so we raised our concerns about sites to them.

The dental health of children has been raised as a concern

Some information leaflets have been produced which give Gypsies and Travellers contact information about the main NHS services in Surrey. Also information booklets on child safety particularly developed for Gypsy Traveller families have been bought for Gypsy Traveller Education workers and health visitors.

2013/14 looking forward...
Awareness raising/education Training 

There continues to be a need to educate and train NHS and other partners. We have run specific sessions on Traveller culture and we plan to repeat these. Surrey NHS includes awareness of Traveller culture and health issues in staff induction and equality and diversity training.

Traveller health needs are highlighted in the many Surrey health reports. The health inequalities of the Gypsies and Travellers have been recognised. This has resulted, for example, in the development of the community development posts.

In 2007 the Department of Health made the health and status of Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers a core area of the Pacesetters programme (an equality and diversity programme). Surrey and Borders NHS Trust (the mental health and learning disability service) have a lead role for this. The Health and Welfare group is linking to their work.

Surrey Gypsy Traveller Education Group
The Education Sub-group has been active in promoting adult literacy, health and safety and first aid, arranging on-site provision and small group classes. It has promoted the acquisition of IT skills and can arrange long-term loans of basic computers. Several booklets on Gypsy Traveller culture written by Gypsy Travellers have been produced and widely circulated.
A number of bids have been obtained in recent years which have increased educational opportunities for Gypsy Travellers. The ESF (European Social Fund) successfully bid for a Skills for Life initiative to enable one-to-one tuition for 20 Gypsy Traveller learners. The LSC (Learning and Skills Council) funding is now used for small group work in basic skills. A successful training day in floristry was held in March 2004.

Training Course for Young Gypsy/Travellers Run By Surrey Youth Development Service
As a result of discussions between SYDS, other partners within the Surrey Gypsy Traveller Forum Education sub group and members of the Travelling community, two young people applied to the Youth Opportunities Fund in Mole Valley to raise money for a new type of training course designed for Gypsy Travellers aged 13-16 who have stopped going to school for six months or more.
£7,000 was awarded for the first term (Sept – Jan ’07). The young people had said that they needed to learn to read and write better and to do maths and computer work.  Also important was to learn trade skills and get basic certificates.  This would give the young people a better chance of getting on a college course at 16, which is becoming increasingly important in order to find work.

The whole course was run on the site at Salvation Place, near Leatherhead in Surrey.  On Tuesdays (morning and afternoon) the young men learnt a range of building trade skills through the ‘Skills 4 Work’ Construction Bus. Steve Andrews the tutor said that they had worked so hard that they had covered the first three weeks work in two weeks.  At the same time, a few metres away in the car park, the young women trained in hairdressing on the mobile hair salon from ‘S & R Hair’. Richard Williams, one of the tutors said that they are amongst the best students that they have had.  

On Thursday and Friday mornings the church on the site kindly allowed the course to run the reading, writing and maths sessions in their building. A smaller number of the young people attended, worked hard and achieved a lot. Three of these then met with the Youth Opportunities Fund panel successfully to gain funding for a second term (Jan – March ’08). Youth workers have supported all sessions throughout the course.

One of the highlights was a visit by the whole course to a Surrey County Council ‘Learning Strategy’ consultation at Dorking Halls when the young people put their case very well to people responsible for planning future education policy in the county. The policy team welcomed the young people’s input and came outside to see the course in action, this time in a different car park.  

11 young men and 7 young women from eight different sites have attended the course in the first term.  The biggest challenges have been the need to split the age groups and to persuade some of the young people to come to the written work sessions.

During the second term SYDS will be working closely with the Travelling community, including the young people, to shape the course so that they want to come to the whole of it.  New developments will include providing laptops, working separately with different age groups and presenting all the work so it is seen as parts of a whole: a pathway onto a college course at 16.  Any comments or suggestions are very welcome. Please e-mail mark.haythorne@surreycc.gov.uk 
 Mark Haythorne

Youth Development Officer, Mole Valley

Surrey Youth Development Service
GYPSY SKILLS

 Information for Parents for September 2013

The Gypsy Skills project started in September 2007 and provides young people with the opportunity to develop their skills in reading, writing, maths, ICT, construction, hairdressing, home cooking and more.

College - all work done leads to qualifications that will help the young people get to college.  We offer support to families with college applications.
Times - we run three days per week during school term time (days and dates will be sent to you) and each day is 9.30am – 3.30pm.

Transport - for the school year Sept 2012 – July 2013 the main base will be in the Leatherhead/Ashtead area, and we will provide transport to there and back from The Runnymede Centre (Addlestone) and Cobbetts Close (Normandy).  The charge for this transport is £2 per day.

If a young person can go through mainstream school then they will have more choices open to them at 16, so will be better off staying at their school.

To apply for Gypsy Skills a young person must be:

· from the Gypsy, Roma or Traveller communities
· aged 14 or 15 on 31st August 2012

· not going to a school (unless at school and the Traveller Education Service are recommending a move to Gypsy Skills)

· prepared to sign the 3 Way Agreement, along with their parent/guardian
· prepared to try their best at the work
Send application form to:

Mark Haythorne

Gypsy Skills Team Leader

Fairmount House

Bull Hill

Leatherhead 

KT22 7AH

Or we can fill the form in with you.  Call 07970 033996.

You can apply at any point, and we will have a waiting list when Gypsy Skills is full.  To start in September we recommend that you apply as soon as possible.
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A project for Gypsy and Traveller young people in Surrey
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Lessons for Gypsy TravellerYoung People
When the Driving Theory Test was required to be taken in written form, concern was expressed at the Surrey Gypsy Traveller Community Relations Forum about how this would affect young Gypsy Travellers with essential skills needs. As this was discussed it occurred to those around the table that this was not so much a problem as a great opportunity to help these young people continue their learning into young adulthood. With the help of a grant from the DfES Local Network Fund, a trainer who was well known within the Gypsy Traveller community was recruited to do the teaching. Four lap top computers were also purchased in order to run the theory test software. The young people found the hazard perception software particularly entertaining. Literacy issues have been addressed as part of the process. Because it was difficult to bring all the young people interested in this course together, the trainer delivered to small groups in Effingham, Leatherhead, Guildford and Farnham. She also liaised with the DVLA to ensure that the young people could get the help they required for their special needs when taking their tests. 15 young people took part, and all have subsequently passed their tests.  Within six months the course expanded and another trainer started delivering in Lingfield, Caterham and Epsom. Passing their test has raised the self esteem of the young people. For some it is their first opportunity to gain a recognised qualification and therefore has increased a feeling of acceptance by the wider community. This programme has had no problem recruiting learners.

Some comments made by the young people:

“The lessons were good. They improved my reading a bit and made me understand a

lot more.”

“Now I can get my Driving Licence. It’s important for Gypsy Travellers to be able to drive for their work.”
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Maggie Peel-Boyce with three young people working for their Driving Theory test
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Young Gypsy/Travellers at the Hatchintan site
Surrey Police:
With an estimated 8 -12,000 Gypsies & Travellers on over 50+ private and local authority sites, plus those in domicile accommodation, we support the aims and work of the Surrey Gypsy Traveller Communities Forum, and will continue to do so. It is an important venue for people from different statutory agencies, voluntary groups, charities and local communities to come together to raise and understand issues impacting on the lives of Gypsies and Travellers in the county. It also provides an excellent opportunity for networking, building contacts and confidence.

There have been positive outcomes for Surrey Police as a result of our participation in the Forum, particularly the ability to consult with Gypsies and Travellers on the development of policies and procedures. There are members of the Forum who act as advisors to us when we need help to understand Gypsy/Traveller culture and traditions. The majority of police officers and staff do not want to offend people – and when some do, we are keen to know, so that we can do something about it.

We have a Gypsy/Traveller Focus Group that is chaired by a Chief Superintendent, to produce a consistent, fair and resilient service to the community across Surrey. We want to be proportionate when responding to incidents and have officers who are working at a national level to improve the way that the police service deals with GRT issues. Unauthorised encampments continue to be a problem for all of us, and like many, we wait for ‘Transit sites’ that can be used by those who wish to move around the countryside.

In 2002, Neighbourhood Watch schemes were set up on Romany Gypsy and Showman’s sites in Dunsfold, believed to be the first…and possibly only examples, in the country.

We have had members of the Forum work with the Gypsy Media Company in providing training sessions for police officers and staff. Working with Jake Bowers (a Romany journalist and researcher) to produce a training package called “Moving Forward”, this covers the history, culture, conflicts, law and issues as it affects the community. The aim is to dispel the stigmas and myths that abound both in the police service and the wider community. Indeed, this training package has been backed by the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) and recommended to police forces nationally (currently being revised for release in 2014)

All neighbourhood officers are expected to engage in a positive way with Gypsies and Travellers living on sites or domicile on their areas. They are backed by a team of Rural Communities Officers (RCO’s) who receive enhanced training in rural matters that includes wildlife crime, country watch and Gypsy/Traveller liaison. Each borough has at least one RCO within Surrey.

Surrey Police has, uniquely, developed a series of easy read guides to ensure information can be introduced accurately, quickly and effectively into the community. These A5 flyers include (available on our website):

· Air weapons

· Cold calling

· Quad bikes

· Dog owners

· Trade licenses & Insurance

· Fly-tipping & waste carrier licenses

· Horse passports & trotting

· Scrap Metal Dealers Act (due to be published Sept 2013)

· Crimestoppers

Contacting the Police:

When people have been victims of crime, we want them to be confident to ring us on 101 or 999, if the matter is urgent (a crime is occurring) or visit www.surrey.police.uk
 
Gypsy Traveller Culture – an introduction

It is acknowledged that there are inherent dangers in attempting to record briefly the history and culture of particular communities, but there are both interesting and important distinctions to be made between the different Travelling communities which are worthy of comment in this report.

The following text provides descriptions of some of the main Gypsy Traveller groups in Britain today, together with information about their culture, lifestyles and problems faced from day to day. This is followed by text written by Gypsy Travellers themselves about their respective communities and lifestyles.

Demography 

It is estimated by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate on a variety of evidence that the total size of the nomadic communities in England is in the region of 90,000.
 It is to be noted that a significant number of Gypsy Travellers of Irish heritage are included in the Gypsies category.

It is impossible to estimate the number of people from different communities who have settled into houses. A survey of a thousand Gypsy Traveller families in one shire county revealed that in December 1993, 46% had been housed for longer than 2 years. This was a recorded increase of 10% on the previous year. Periodically a small percentage of Travelling families move both into and out of houses and this has been a common feature of most of the communities over many decades.

It is estimated that the majority of Gypsy/Travellers live in houses and have abandoned a nomadic lifestyle. In so doing, of course, they do not generally relinquish their ethnic identity and seldom abandon their cultural traditions. 

Gypsies – A Brief History

The following text is taken from an exhibition displayed at Bourne Hall Museum, Ewell, courtesy of the Museum Curator, Mr Jeremy Harte.

The Long Journey

The story of the Romany people begins in Northern India, the home of many semi-nomadic peoples. From early times these have specialised in metalwork, music and dance, and other craft activities which might appeal to the settled community. One of these groups was successful enough to move into Persia, arriving in the Middle East by the 6th century AD. By the 1300s Eastern Europe had developed an economy which could support migrants such as these, and during the next 200 years they travelled across Europe. By 1500 they had come to Britain.

The Gypsies are the oldest ethnic minority in England. They have survived partly through exploiting natural resources, such as wild food or unoccupied land, but mostly through serving the needs of the settled community. There have been many changes over the years. The first families to arrive, with their dark looks, passed themselves off as Dukes of Little Egypt. They dressed in fantastic finery, travelling in some style, and they accepted gifts and money from citizens in return for bringing some entertainment to their humdrum lives. It was from their identification as Egyptians that the name Gypsies came.

The first record of Gypsies in Britain comes from Scotland, in 1505, when the King ordered the payment of 10 French Crowns to Egyptians. It may be that he was fond of music and dancers, or it could have been a payment for their prayers, since they had been travelling as pilgrims. The earliest mention of Gypsies in England comes from London in 1515, an account of ‘an Egypcyan woman’ who could tell marvellous things ‘simply by looking into a person’s hand’.

Gypsies in England

By 1520, Gypsies could be found throughout the country. The romance of their mysterious looks had begun to wear off, and the Reformation put an end to their status as pilgrims. Ten years later the first anti-Gypsies legislation had been passed. They were ordered to leave the country within 15 days, failing which they were imprisoned and their belongings were confiscated. New legislation introduced the death penalty. The extent to which these laws were applied varied from one part of the country to the other, but certainly men and women were executed in Aylesbury, Durham and York, simply for being Gypsies. It was not until after 1780 that anti-Gypsies legislation was finally repealed.

Today there are four main groups of Gypsies in southern Britain. The largest are the Romany families who trace their descent from the first wave of arrivals in the 16th and
17th centuries. Although their sense of family identity has always been strong, the Romany have accepted marriage with people from the settled community if they were able to take up the Gypsies customs and way of life, just as Gypsies have adapted to house-dwelling without losing the memory of their culture.

From 1850 onward Irish Gypsies have come over to this country. Afterwards many men came to work on the motorways as labourers for local councils, while many women got work in hospitals. The Rom are Gypsies who came to England this century – many of them arriving from Eastern Europe just before World War 1. There was a further wave in the unsettled 1930s, and after 1956 they were joined by numbers of Hungarian Gypsies. Today many of the Rom have fled to this country from renewed outbreaks of genocide in the Czech Republic.

Dealing with the Authorities

During World War II the Gypsies became a useful source of labour for the war effort. Men were called up to the army and women recruited for land work and the munitions factories. Unable to read and travelling around from place to place, many young men never received their call-up papers. Police rounded them up instead. Once in uniform, many Gypsies fought heroically, winning several medals. Not until after the War did Gypsies discover that they had been fighting, not just for their country, but for their lives. It is often forgotten that, in addition to the Jews, Nazi Germany tried to wipe out Gypsies. In 1942, preparatory to a planned invasion of Britain, the Central Security Office in Berlin had begun to collect the information which would have sent English Gypsies to the gas chambers.

There was a short period after 1945 when Gypsies led a less troubled life alongside the settled community. So many families had been bombed out, and were living in prefabricated houses or mobile homes, that the Gypsies lifestyle did not look so far from normal. But by the 1950s all the traditional sites had been enclosed with fences, banks and ditches. The Gypsies moved onto any space available – usually car parks, disused factories and other public land. Under pressure from local authorities, Parliament passed a Caravan Act in 1968. The Act was intended to create a network of sites where Gypsies had a right to stop, giving them an alternative to illegal occupation of land. By making stopping places available, it would support the nomadic way of life – but in practice the trailer sites became more residential.

Many Gypsies who had moved onto them found that they would have to stay put. Because there were only a few sites, with a limited number of pitches, there was nowhere else for them to move on to.

Derby Day
Every year Gypsies families meet at the Derby. The painted vans may have been replaced by stunning chrome-covered trailers, but for many families the get-together is as important as it was two hundred years ago. A certain amount of horse trading still goes on, but dealing now centres on cars, vans and other commodities.

The Gypsies community and the Derby have developed together. Until the 1820s the race was of little interest to the general public. Epsom Downs was a sheep pasture, and Gypsies stopped here as they would on any other open land. Seven families were camping out on census night 1861; they were making a living by making mats and baskets, sharpening knives and selling from door to door. Ten years later there were eleven Gypsies households. Many of the men had exotic names, including Spicer, Belcha, Hezekiah, Orsery and Punch and Geranium, Timminta, Countsalife and Venus were among the ladies. Beautiful names are a Gypsies tradition, but then so is pulling the leg of government officials, and sometimes it is hard to tell which is which.

In 1891 there were forty Gypsies households, but the names are much more prosaic. This was a time when Gypsies were arriving from all over southern England for the race meeting. The wagons arrived about a week before Derby Day and community groups were established. Goats and ponies would be tethered and the chickens turned out to scratch. Red carpets and churns embellished the state of the vans which inside were laid out with scrupulous cleanliness, while ornate china and cut-glass were proudly displayed at the windows outside. Boys were sent down to the Springs at Ewell, or a horse-trough in Epsom High Street, to load up a barrel of precious water. Iron cauldrons were set to heat over wood fires, washing was pegged out and the business of the week began.

Epsom Downs

In the 1930s, when Gypsies were faced with attempts to remove them from the Downs, they found an unexpected champion in Lady Sybil Grant. She was the daughter of the fifth Earl of Roseberry, who had been Prime Minister in Queen Victoria’s days, and she continued to live at his country home, the Durdans, in Chalk Lane. Lady Sybil was a tall woman, with flaming red hair and blue eyes. She was fond of caravanning herself and also held a hawker’s licence so that she could sell from door to door for charity.

There was a conflict between the Gypsies and the Downs administrators at this time, and Lady Sybil hoped to defuse it by letting them camp on her land at the Bushes. In 1932 she issued a public statement that an award called the Carolus Certificate would be offered, together with a box of food, to those who left their site neat and clean. Walter Smith and his wife won a certificate; so did Samuel Pidgeley, Ben Eastwood, Harry Copper, and John Wilson and his wife.

In 1936 an Act of Parliament created the Epsom and Walton Downs Conservators, and gave them authority to run the Downs for the benefit of the public. One of their first decisions was to ban Gypsies. Lady Sybil considered this was against the Gypsies’ rightful heritage not to be able to camp where they had done for hundreds of years. She immediately gave them the use of a field called The Sanctuary, in Downs Road. It was near the Downs, and ideal for horses as it was thick with grass. After the race meeting it was possible for a local newspaper to write:

“There has been practically no disturbance this Derby and the public and Gypsies owe a debt of gratitude to Lady Sybil Grant.”

Life in Wagons

Today the horse-drawn living-wagon is an evocative symbol of the bygone Gypsies way of life. But this was not originally a Gypsies tradition. It was adopted, elaborated, and then fell into disuse over the comparatively short period of a hundred years. Before then, Gypsies sheltered in bender tents made from blankets, felts or weatherproof sheets, which were draped over bent rods of ash, hazel or willow. A donkey could carry the sheets, and fresh rods could be cut at each stopping-place. The floor might be covered with carpets or mats, and beds were made from bracken or straw.

It was the travelling showmen, rather than the Gypsies, who first developed the living-wagon in the 1860’s. At this time the carriage-maker’s art was at its height, but even so it was demanding to build a van light enough to be pulled by one horse, but strong enough to endure on the roads. Wagons changed hands for large sums of money. The Gypsies were very demanding customers, and vehicles were built to order, each one brighter and more elaborate than the last. Engraved glass and polished metal were fitted wherever possible, and flowers and horses were popular themes in the paintwork.

It was easier for a Gypsies woman to keep house in a living-wagon than in the old bender tents. Cooking was still done outside, although several designs incorporated stoves for wet weather and for heating. There was sleeping space for the husband and wife, and for the children at a pinch, although they often found themselves camping out underneath. The inside of a wagon would be kept spotless, with cups and ornaments arranged around the shelves. These would be of the best bone china, not of ordinary earthenware; the Gypsies took her style from the lady of the manor rather than the ordinary housewife.

Life in Trailers

The change over from wagons to trailers did not come suddenly. Already in 1919, well-to-do Gypsies were having traditional van-bodies built onto motor chassis. As the old wagons broke up with use, it became easier to replace them with motor vehicles. These had the added advantage of seeming more respectable to landowners and police. For a while the old traditions of decoration were applied to the new vehicles, but this was 
discontinued, largely because it showed the authorities that these were Gypsies trailers, and so led to trouble.

Instead, Gypsies bought the brightest and most striking of commercial trailers. Soon firms such as Westmorland Star of Penrith, Astral of Hull and Vickers of Morecambe had responded to the demand, bringing out ever more resplendent travelling homes. By the 1970’s Gypsy Travellers’ Specials had reached a peak of splendour and opulence, with every kind of modern comfort inside and the last available space on the outside panelled and embossed in stainless steel, coloured plastic, chrome and glitter. Chunky and elaborate chrome fender bars and over-riders were mounted fore and aft, and the bevel glass windows were brilliant – cut by hand with garlands, grapevines, stars and sunbursts.

The inside of a first-class trailer will be decorated as elaborately as any of the old wagons. Privacy is important: there should be draped bobble-fringed curtains and pelmets of Belgian lace, with tasselled roller blinds as well.  Serpentine glass-fronted cabinets, tables, work-tops and upholstered button-back seats look best when they are faced with simulated marble or mother-of-pearl. All remaining wall-space can be lined with hand-cut mirrors, part-coloured, studded and decorated with designs like those on the window.

All these surfaces require a great deal of care, but trailers are kept meticulously clean inside and out. The area away from the living space is less important, as it is here that most work goes on.

Earning a Living

Gypsies have the ability to make some kind of living wherever they are. Each day requires a different skill. Settled people tend to plan their lives around careers and regular wages, but for Gypsies, work has traditionally been a means of staying independent and mobile. Members of a family will work together, or group up with others, as opportunity arises.

Men would find work selling on other kinds of goods which might appeal to householders, such as carpets, wicker and cane articles, and cheap pottery seconds. Rag and bone men, going round with a horse and cart, took the opportunity to pick up and retail anything discarded by settled people. They would buy bottles as well as rags; in the 1920’s, children would run after them to hand over glass jars, and to receive a windmill in exchange. To a child’s eyes, ‘the knife grinder’ was most exciting. He had a machine on wheels. He sat on a little stool and worked the machine with his feet on the treadles; a metal wheel whirred round and the knives and scissors that he was given to sharpen were held against the wheel and sparks flew in all directions. “Chairs to mend, chairs to mend” was another cry, and if you had any broken cane chairs the mender would sit outside your house on the pavement and spend many hours patiently threading the cane in and out, fascinating for a small child to watch.

Dealing in horses, vehicles and almost any commodity is an essential part of the       Gypsy Traveller’s life and dealing is learnt at an early age. Gypsies take pride in their ownership of beautiful things, but they know that everything is saleable at the right price. Making a good deal is itself a source of pride, because it has won money through talent, rather than having to earn it through drudgery.
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Mrs. Sally Cooper showing Christmas wreaths and garlands that she makes every year, carrying on the Gypsy Traveller tradition on show at Guildford Guildhall. Charlene, her daughter, put together an interesting display of her work as a beauty therapist, which included an impressive file of her training at Farnborough College and the certificates she obtained during her course.  The display also includes family photographs.

Crafts and the Countryside

Until well into this century, Gypsies were able to find a market for crafts manufactured from natural sources. Clothes pegs, brooms, baskets and artificial flowers could be made in the intervals between domestic work, and then sold from door to door. Shopping baskets were woven from willow, or from paper-thin strips of split hazel. Large baskets could be built up from coils of rush, where this was available, or from strands of grass bound with bramble stems. For making pegs, rods of hazel or willow were cleft and tied with banding strips cut from old tin cans- a good peg maker could turn out a gross of pegs in an hour and a half. Artificial flowers were also popular; chrysanthemum 
heads were whittled from elder sticks, and pink and white roses fashioned from crepe paper. Real flowers, too, could be gathered from the hedges. Little bouquets of daffodils, primroses, cowslips, violets or snowdrops, according to season, were collected and sold.

Casual labour is tied in very closely to the yearly cycle. After wintering in one place, Gypsies will set off shortly after Easter for early farm work, such as daffodils in the West Country. During this touring around, it is easy to see when soft fruit is likely to be ready. One way and another, apples, plums, damsons, gooseberries, strawberries, cherries, blackcurrants, hops and peas all provide work for seasonal cropping between June and October. A farm is one place where Gypsies will actually find a welcome from settled people, and this type of work was the nearest that families got to wage labour. In any case, June brings the Derby, and some families may then go to Appleby or Cambridge Midsummer Fair. Autumn brings a chance for potato picking, and then back to the edge of a town to find a suitable site for the winter. 

Women’s Work

Gypsies women could help bring in money by selling primrose baskets, artificial flowers and clothes pegs from door to door; they could take the opportunity to do a little fortune-telling as well, and begging if times were hard. They would usually have to carry a child as well as the basket as they walked. On returning to the wagon there would be the usual chores to do, since travelling is a very labour-intensive lifestyle. The very essentials of living – wooding, water fetching, harness maintenance, wagon repairs, and looking after horses – demanded a lot of time.

Living among the fields and hedges, Gypsies women easily acquired knowledge of edible and medicinal plants. At a time when medical assistance was not easily available, and could probably not have been afforded when it was, traditional infusions and salves served a very real need. Like much other Gypsies knowledge, herbalism has been surrounded by a mystical aura, as if it consisted of a body of ancient secrets known to Romanies alone. In fact it is a survival from a body of knowledge common to all rural people before the establishment of the National Health Service. Aches and pains, such as colic, teething pains or arthritis, can be treated with herbs. Several plants are used as antiseptics, and so are moulds. It is known for a family to let a pot of jam grow mouldy, for the treatment of open wounds. This is, in effect, a penicillin culture. Elder has been very widely prescribed – for epilepsy, hysteria, anaemia, coughs, colds and pulmonary ailments, burns and scalds, and as an insect repellent. Like most country people, Gypsies are very cautious about elder, which is an odd sort of tree. It is best not to burn the wood, and the flowers should certainly never be brought inside a trailer.
Home and Family

Marriage has always been looked upon as a personal affair among Gypsies. There are various ceremonies that the young people can go through, depending on family tradition, but all that is really needed is for them to join hands and agree to live with each other, before a gathering of other Gypsies. Nowadays this has to be followed by a church or registry office wedding, to make everything regular. Marriage is taken extremely seriously. A Gypsy girl places a very high value on her honour, and so does her family. Courtship is restrained and any physical intimacy before the decision to marry will lead to trouble. Husband and wife stay faithful to each other: there may be spectacular domestic rows, but desertion, separation and divorce are much rarer than among the settle community. 
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Gypsy mothers and children living on the Cox Lane Gypsy site in Epsom

It has been traditional to keep a firm distinction between the separate worlds of men and women. This applies even at the most basic level – a woman’s clothing ought to be washed separately from that of men, and hung up to dry on a separate line. It is difficult to get basic amenities, including clear water, while travelling and this has lead to rigidly codified laws of cleanliness. The interior and exterior of the trailer will be kept spotless – this is one reason for having so many shiny surfaces. Things used for washing the body have to be kept separate from things used in preparing and washing food – these mean separate bowls and, in a trailer, separate sinks. Washing the hands should be done well away from ordinary washing up. Like most cultures, Gypsies feel that cleanliness has a value that goes beyond the merely practical demands of hygiene. A proper sense of the rules marks out a Gypsies from people in the settled community, who have less demanding standards.

Horses

The horse is almost an emblem of Gypsies culture. Horses are painted or carved on wagons, carts and lorries alike, and inside a trailer there will be paintings to take up the theme. Horse–dealing has long been a side-line or a major occupation for many travelling people in Britain. A fair living can still be made by a Gypsies with many generations of experience behind him, especially if he can carry out simple veterinary treatment, and do his own shoeing – both potentially costly items.

Even though Gypsies have gone over to motor transport, they keep a special relationship with horses. Children are taught to ride, and a pony may be taken on the road alongside the trailer. There is strong traditional preference for skewbald or piebald horses, which over the years has led to an increase in them among the national bloodstock. The van-horses which pulled the old living-wagons had to be strong, quiet and experienced, since the safety of the women and children in the wagon depended on them. Reliable horses were not to be sold under any normal circumstances and became solid and respected members of the family.

Horse fairs have always figured large in the Gypsies’ year. A hundred years ago there were over a dozen up and down the country, many of them mediaeval trading fairs which had become incorporated into Gypsies culture. Today Stow-on-the-Wold and Appleby keep up the tradition. Families congregate from all parts of the country during the weeks leading up to the fair, and camp within easy distance to be ready for the day. Hundreds of horses change hands at prices that can range from fifty to several thousand pounds. There is other trading in trailers, wagons, flat-carts, harness, clothing, footwear, bedding, cushions, china, glass and jewellery.

Dogs 

A dog is a vitally important part of the Gypsies household. Not only can a good one be relied upon to stock the pot with hares and rabbits, but it is also essential for guarding the home while everyone is out working. A smart dog will be trained to catch or retrieve game and carry it straight to the trailer. Some are able to locate hedgehogs, which can be uncovered and cooked.

Dogs come in all shapes and sizes, but the lurcher is probably the favourite Gypsies breed. A typical lurcher is a cross between a greyhound and a collie, with a hint of deerhound, wolfhound, alsatian, doberman or poodle. It is bred to combine the speed of the greyhound with the character and intelligence shown by a cross-breed. They are called lurchers from their behaviour when coursing a hare, which dodges and doubles back. A good lurcher will anticipate this behaviour and turn with it, whereas a greyhound just overshoots the mark.

A good sporting dog has the qualities Gypsies admire – intelligence, resourcefulness and energy. Gypsies dogs are bred for fierceness and will not hesitate to bite any 

intruder. For a family on their own, with father, mother and children out earning money during the day, a fierce dog was the only protection for their home. Among the family, though, they are gentle, friendly and reliable.

Although dogs are greatly admired, contact with them is subject to very strict standards of cleanliness. These would apply to any other flesh-eating creature, such as a cat – though Gypsies have never seen the point of keeping an animal that doesn’t work for its living. Dogs are kept outside the trailer, and should not be stroked or touched before entering it. In the same way dog bowls never come into contact with the plates off which people eat. 

Illness and Death

The sense of family loyalty, always very strong among Gypsies, is most obvious when someone is about to die. Family members and friends from miles around will visit the sick person, more of them arriving as the condition gets worse. It would be a disgrace for someone to die alone, and Gypsies feel that, at the end, it is better to lie under the open sky than shut up in a trailer or a room. Even in the sterile surroundings of a modern hospital, staff will be asked to wheel the dying person out onto a balcony.

The body should be laid out in the trailer for the night before the funeral. Often this is a special one for the occasion. The walls are hung with clean white sheets and decorated with wild flowers. The dead are dressed in their finest clothes, with a candle lit beside them, and the relatives will sit up around the fire all night. Bereaved Gypsies usually fast until after the funeral, taking only bread and water and this can continue for days afterwards. After one death an old Gypsies lady was heard to say, incredulously, “They ate meat two days after the funeral! There’s no shame with some people!” Funerals are elaborate, often costing thousands of pounds, and all the family will contribute financially. Special undertakers, with experience of the Gypsies Community, are often used. They know that the funeral bill will be paid, although other bills may run into arrears.

Displays of funeral ceremonies – all the flowers and tributes, as well as an elaborate, gold-painted gravestone – are a way of bringing life to a spectacular end. Money and valuables will already have been given away before death, and there is a strong feeling that personal property should not survive for long after. Certainly clothes ought to be destroyed; most Gypsies people are repelled by the idea of wearing something which had belonged to a dead person. There is suspicion that if a clean break is not made, the dead will come back and cause trouble. For this reason, old graveyards – even those where no Gypsies are buried – are never used as stopping places.

The same desire for a clean break lies behind the spectacular ceremony of burning the dead person’s wagon. This was standard practice in the days of wooden living-wagons, but had to be discontinued when motor trailers came in. Instead, these are now sold on to members of the settled community, who cannot be expected to live up to Gypsies standards.

In the past, Gypsies used to be buried amongst the fields where they had lived. Often the grave would be dug beside a thorn tree, or near the shelter of a hedge, and even in a modern cemetery there is still a preference for sites like this. The grave mound was protected from grazing animals by a mesh of spiky branches. Often these took root, and the Gypsies last resting place would be marked by a fresh growth of brambles or thorns.

Art

Derby Day, with its colour and excitement, has long been a magnet for artists – and the Gypsies are part of its attraction. After the drab years of World War I, the race seemed to be everything that was alive. Sir Alfred Munnings wrote: “Never have I quite felt the alluring, infectious joy of the races, the tradition of Epsom, as I did in that first year after the war, 1919”. Munnings was a professional painter of horses and their jockeys, but he had an eye for Gypsies too – they struck him as a picturesque, swarthy crowd, especially the women, with black ringlets and heavy earrings visible under their large black ostrich-plumed hats. With a certain irony, they called him ‘Mr. Money’, but were happy for him to admire the artwork of their carved and gilded wagons, and to follow the camps until he had finished his portrait work.

It was Munnings who introduced his fellow-artist Laura Knight to Epsom Races. She had no interest in the glossy thoroughbreds, but preferred other scenes which reminded her of her earlier days, painting show and circus people. Knight, who liked to do everything in style when she could, went to Epsom in unforgettable style. A friend who was in the wedding business had a Rolls-Royce, which usually stood unused during the week. This was her transport to Epsom Downs, and on arrival she would set up her easel inside the car and begin work, while the chauffeur fended off curious onlookers. Knight’s attention was soon caught by the Gypsies, and they played up to this: women would stroll in front of the Rolls and stop, taking up attitudes. Immediately she would seize another drawing-pad and make small lightning sketches, smiling her thanks at these peripatetic models.

Girls came to pose in their bright satin gala dresses, their hair elaborately arranged with curls soaped to the cheeks. Kathleen Towle remembers featuring in the picture which became ‘At the Car Door’. “I was fifteen, and travelling with Showpeople who took care of me after my mother died. Dame Laura must have been attracted by the bright colours of the clothes I was wearing along with the other girls in the picture, Rosie Price and Melanie Lee. Dame Laura had us stand at the open door of her Rolls-Royce while she painted us from inside the car. In my right hand was a crystal ball. She took a whole day over the painting. She gave each of us £5 – quite a lot of money in those days”. Like Munnings, Laura Knight made a good impression on the Gypsies models that she met at the Derby, and was allowed to follow them around the country to complete her paintings. 
Later on she wrote: ‘I became friendly with an adorable, but frail, old Gypsies woman, called Mrs. Smith. She it was, who, while posing for me at a race meeting, said: “You like painting Romanies – why not come to our camp?” I never had a better model than Granny Smith, a true Romany. Although an old woman, her hair was still a jetty black, plaited close to her small head; her form was dainty and she was proud of her well shaped hands and feet. The beauty of her features was not badly marred, even by a broken nose. “How did it happen?” I asked. “Me ‘usband – twice”, she replied. In one of the largest canvases I painted of her on her wagon step, she sits wearing her best hat, trimmed with ostrich plumes. Long gold earrings dangle from her ears; rows of coloured beads encircle her neck and hang over her gaily patterned shawl.’

Irish travellers
The following information was taken from the website of Leeds TES (2004).

“Irish travellers are a distinct ethnic minority community and have a separate identity, culture, history and language.  They have a long shared history that dates back to the eleventh century. They have their own language called Cant, Gammon or Shelta. The study of this language had provided proof of their long history. They have a shared set of customs and traditions which are related to nomadism.

Irish travellers travelled throughout Ireland and also across to England and many Gypsy Travellers settled in the UK, particularly in the 1950’s and 60’s. They used to travel in horse-drawn wagons that were called barrel top wagons, and before that with donkeys and tents. Now most Gypsy Travellers would have trailers (caravans) and motors if they were still on the road. Many live on sites, both council and private. Some have moved into houses and many still have nowhere to camp and live on unauthorised sites, constantly being moved on.

They have a common ancestry and one is born a Gypsy Traveller. They have been subject to oppression and discrimination and have often hidden their identity to avoid discrimination, especially if they have moved into housing.

Gypsy Travellers have the same rights as the majority population, and now have protection under the Race Relations Act in the UK as a recognised ethnic minority community.

Their contribution to music and story-telling has been of great importance to these traditions. Gypsy Travellers were the link between isolated communities in a rural society. They carried the music, stories and news from village to village… “

The Irish Gypsy Traveller Movement (ITM) is a national network of organisations and individuals working within the Gypsy Traveller community. It was established in 1990 and now has over seventy Gypsy Traveller organisations from all parts of Ireland in its membership. The ITM consists of a partnership between Gypsy Traveller and settled people committed to seeking full equality for Gypsy Travellers in Irish society. It has established contacts with Gypsy Traveller groups in Britain.

The ITM estimate that there are 25,000 Gypsy Travellers in Ireland, 15,000 in Britain and 10,000 Gypsy Travellers of Irish descent living in the USA.

ITM address:

4/5 Eustace Street

Dublin 2

Ireland 

Tel: +353 1 679 6577

Fax: + 353 1 679 6578

If you wish to find out more you can visit the following websites:

www.paveepoint.ie
www.itmtrav.com
www.exchangehouse.ie
2014 Update:

Also see The Traveller Movement website: www.travellermovement.org.uk  
Education and Health Issues – a Gypsy Traveller’s Viewpoint

By Hilda Brazil

Education

Most Gypsies in Surrey have a very good idea of what they want and how important and valued education is to them. Education is not a strange idea that the Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers are unable to grasp. They have been unpaid teachers for years. Each generation just doesn’t happen without the generosity of the generation before them, who have spent a lifetime teaching the next generation all they know. So teaching is not beyond most Gypsies’ and Gypsy Travellers’ comprehension. It’s a way of life.

Most educated people forget the difference between education and intelligences. Being academic is fantastic. Understanding that you are bright is also an achievement that must not be overlooked. I feel that the education system could indeed learn a lot from the Gypsies’ and Gypsy Travellers’ culture, which travels throughout our green and pleasant land. I find that a lot of the wider community forget where their ancestors have come from. Weren’t we all at one time hunters and gatherers throughout this world? We all travelled around for the same reasons – to work and to live. Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers still practice this way of life. It’s still one of the most efficient ways of earning a living and it plays a large part in the Gypsies’ and Gypsy Travellers’ way of life. We are not so different, as the wider community still works away from home most of the week before returning to their home base, wherever that may be.

I am not disagreeing with the principle of education; I think that learning of any kind is a wonderful thing. I have the greatest admiration for the dedication of many people who wish to learn for the sake of others. The frustration that the education system has with the Gypsies’ and Gypsy Travellers’ culture, comes from the lack of any real understanding between the two cultures and cultural needs issues. It is not the ability to learn. The priority and needs of the Gypsies’ and Gypsy Travellers’ cultural way of life weighs far greater than the desire for education. Yes, it would be great to learn the three R’s. This, however, may not be at the top of the Gypsies’ and Gypsy Travellers’ needs – what I mean is, having somewhere to live and access to water are seen as far greater needs than learning to read or write.

Then to insist on education is one thing as it’s everybody’s human right to obtain some kind of education. But to become frustrated because Gypsy/Travellers only take in what they see and feel will be useful to them, only shows how little is known about a culture that has been in Surrey for over five hundred years. 

Health Issues

Most people would have you believe that Gypsies and Travellers abuse the health service and use up all the resources that the NHS has to offer. This, however, is not true. Gypsy and Travellers use the NHS doctors and hospitals like everybody else in the community, and have a less knock on effect. Gypsy/Traveller health has suffered through the years 
because of a lack of information throughout the Gypsies and Travelling community. It has been one of the most frustrating issues for all concerned, being mostly an uneducated community. It has led to so much ignorance towards Gypsies and Travellers in the health issues they might be experiencing. Without good practice from the health service and practical information this has opened the flood gates to many health issues and illness throughout the Gypsy and Travelling community. It has had a knock-on effect on how Gypsies and Travellers perceive their health, and options that are now being looked at by the NHS Trust.

Gypsies and Travellers have mixed feelings about the NHS just like anyone else within any community. This is often brought on by shifting blame, so there has to be a shared distribution of blame on both sides. Attitudes have played a big part in the apportion of blame and for this sad situation we have found ourselves in. The mainstream community still knows hardly anything about a race of people who have been on record in Surrey for more than five hundred years, which is somewhat frightening as we are often seen in the media as larger than life itself. It may seem difficult to comprehend that Gypsies and Travellers of Surrey have become invisible to the NHS, but they are very much alive when rubbish is tipped or unlawful stopping places are used within Surrey. I would have thought that this would have been a wonderful opportunity to help with the health information needs assessment, or just a good time to ask Gypsies and Travellers about their needs and health issues.

Most Gypsy and Travellers that are moved on, and that have been lucky enough to have received a hospital appointment, are often unable to follow through with treatment or to receive vital information about a long-term illness they may have. They are unable to stay in one place long enough to receive the treatment they may need and this can often lead to lives being shortened or even death. Over the years it is not uncommon to hear of the increasing, almost alarming, amount of Gypsies and Travellers that suffer with depression, diabetes and heart problems. Life-style and stress has played a part in the pressure that the Gypsies and Travellers are forced to live under. ‘Legal to travel, unlawful to stop’ springs to mind, almost making it impossible to earn a living in the traditional way.

Thinking that the Gypsies will settle down in houses brings more health problems. They are unable to seek work and this can only bring divisions and break up of marriages, and it makes the Gypsies and Travellers feel more isolated than ever before.

Under Henry VIII it was legal to hang Gypsies for no greater crime than being born a Gypsy. What is needed now is for Gypsies and Travellers to become celebrated and truly respected and valued within any community. Gypsies and Travellers should be embraced and listened to. They have died for this country alongside all our brave men. The Gypsies and Travellers have not invaded this world. They are not from different planet; they are human beings with the same health problems as the rest of the world.

Education and Health Issues – a Gypsy Traveller’s Viewpoint

(continued)

Conclusion

It would be fair to say that most Gypsies and Travellers up and down the country would embrace a settled place to call home. They would also embrace access to education, health care and access to work. The fear of Gypsies that live within the wider community has been based upon each person’s own ignorance about Gypsies and Travellers within the community. Fear about any life-style that is different from our own can grip nations, let alone communities. This can only be changed, understood and dealt with if we all come to the table and listen and act upon what is morally right for all.

The Light and Life Gypsies Movement

By Mary Haynes 

The Christian revival amongst the Gypsies began in Northern France in the early fifties. It spread throughout France very quickly, and soon the Gypsies organised themselves to start evangelising all over Europe. The last country in Europe to be evangelised was England. It was in the early eighties that the revival began here, starting in Darlington in the North of England. Soon it spread to Leatherhead in Surrey.
 The Gypsies Church in England became known as the Light and Life Movement.

There are churches in Slough, Leatherhead, Kent, Sandbach, Darlington, Birmingham and Scotland. There are two services on a Sunday – the Breaking of Bread in the morning and the Gospel service in the evening. On Tuesdays there’s a prayer meeting and a Bible Study on Thursdays.

Several brothers have gone all over the world to spread the Christian message. They’ve gone to Romania, America, India, China, the Russian borders and Czechoslovakia. The Romanian Gypsies were told that they had no souls, so they weren’t getting the food that was distributed to the others. The Gypsies here went to help them. They found a Travelling man who owned a piece of land and they built a church and an orphanage. The Travelling man became a Christian and he is now a pastor. More Gypsy Travellers have become Christians and they contribute to helping others. All the money is self-raised – there’s no government input.

The Gypsies here are also helping and feeding the homeless in London. They take them warm food, clothes and the Gospel.

We go to conventions, usually once a year and in different places each year. They last for about five days and we have portaloos. We have baptisms by immersion in big baths. We work closely with the police and the local councils. If any damage is caused by the unsaved it’s paid for. When we leave the convention there’s never even a matchstick left behind. There are also conventions in France, Spain and America. Hundreds come from all over the world.

The church is very good. If someone is absent for a couple of weeks, they come out to see them. They take care of everyone. There are changed lives around. People have turned from drink and drugs and they have a new life.

The Gypsy Travellers understand the Christian message because they are being taught by Gypsy Travellers.

Who are the Showpeople?

By Valerie Moody - Educational Liaison Officer, Showman’s Guild, Northern Section

Have you ever wondered about the people who live and work on the fairground? Who are the people behind the stall, or the lady making the candy floss?  Where do they come from? The life of a travelling Showman is quite fascinating, but to understand it you must know a little of their history. Showpeople (that’s what they’re called), are from a cultural community and many of the families can trace their own families back seven or eight generations.

The business is family-based. That means the whole family, mum, dad and the children live and work alongside each other. Even grandparents still have an important role to play in the daily life and running of the fair. We understand from an early age just what is expected of each one of us and we all have a role to play within the fairground. The fairground is like a huge, extended family. We are not all related to each other, but should a problem arise there is always someone to turn to. The family all work side by side, so everyone knows what their role will be on the fair. The children are actually learning their life skills. It may be helping mum in the wagon or trailer with the cooking or cleaning. It may be working outside with dad or brother or sister building up the stalls or painting. All of this work is preparing them for their future. The young children are encouraged at an early age to play with each other and stay together. There will be many occasions like weddings or parties where the young adults will have the opportunity to meet other young people from other parts of the country and hopefully forge friendships that will last them all their lives. We hope that in the future our children will marry into other Fairground families and continue the Fairground tradition.

From November to Easter most showmen will return to their winter base or yard as we call them. Then our children can return to their winter base schools and the young people can find jobs locally and any repairs and refurbishments can be done on the equipment. The older Showpeople do not retire at 65 but many continue in the business until they feel the need to stay put. Indeed some Showmen and women in their 80’s and over are still active and travel with their families.

The Showmen’s Guild of Great Britain or “The Guild” as we call it was formed over 100 years ago and was originally called the Van Dwellers Association. It is our tradesmen’s guild or union for the Fairground community and business. It has many rules and regulations which are the bedrock of our life. The Guild is there to protect the interests of its members who attend fairs all over the country. The Guild book states that all members are equal. The Showmen’s Guild is represented at both national and regional level. The Guild has nearly 5,000 members, but Showpeople number about 20,000 as each member is generally the head of a family, i.e. husband or father. Men and women play a major role within the Fairground community, and it is quite common to see a huge ride behind a lorry driven by a young woman. Indeed welding, painting and building up the big rides – jobs traditionally done by men – are now seen as jobs for both male and female, that shows 

Who are the Showpeople?

(continued)

Showpeople will always be ready to adapt and change to new challenges and environments.  

You want to find out more about the Showpeople?

Contact:
The National Fairground Archive



The Main Library



The University of Sheffield



Western Bank



Sheffield

S10 2TN

Tel: 0114 282 4343

Fax: 0114 273 9826

Email: fairground@sheffieldac.uk
Worldwide Web: www.shef.ac.uk/uni/projects/nfa
The Showmen’s Guild of Great Britain

Guild House

41 Clarence Street 

Staines

Middlesex

TW18 4SY

Tel: 01784 461805

Read:
“Fairfield Folk” by Frances Brown. A history of the British Fairground and its people. ISBN 0-952 1282-0-9, available from Ronda Books, Sandings Farm, Chapel Leigh, Lydeard St Lawrence, Taunton TA4 3RD

Get:
“World’s Fair” – this newspaper is published every Friday and is available from most newsagents. It reports on fairs, fairground business, amusement parks, circuses and traction engine rallies, and gives details of forthcoming fair dates.

For Primary School Children:

“Life on the Fair” – a computer programme developed for primary schools with National Curriculum work for Years 2 to 5, based on illustrations of fairground life and history. Available as a CD-ROM or accessed on the Internet.


Contact:


Surrey Gypsy Traveller Education Support

How are Showpeople, with young families, living and working?

By Karen Whittle, Showperson in Surrey (2007)
The business at this time is very unstable. There are more cancellations because of bad weather. People often get winter work and go back to a job at the end of the season to subsidise the business. Or they work with regular markets or boot fairs. Some work every Saturday and Sunday. This can make it difficult for getting the children into school. Life becomes geared to late nights. People feel uncertain about the future of the business and there is no regularity to it.

Traditionally there have been fairs at the Derby in Epsom. Derby Day has been move to a Saturday and every year the remaining fair is getting smaller. There is less to attract. Change is forced on people. They have to travel some distance to fairs. They might travel from Newcastle to Margate only to find the fair cancelled. They have to gamble and sometimes they lose.

Many Showpeople have been to interesting places. They go as a group of businesses, rides etc.. They have opened fairs in Dubai, Hong Kong and China.

Some children are privately educated. Others can miss a long stretch of schooling. They have a problem of being treated as slow when they have broader experiences than many other children do. There is a difference between being slow to learn and missed teaching and learning opportunities. The children are quick to learn, but sometimes they need extra help in order to catch up.

Other children don’t handle money as they tend to pick up an item in a superstore and the parents pay with plastic. Fairground children handle money. They learn to handle it from 5 and 6 years. Parents give them a money belt or bag and they learn in quiet periods. 

Sometimes they are the only Showpeople in every school they go to. Showpeople look for the smaller schools where people are all known as individuals.

Some showpeople today don’t mind if their children marry out of the business as long as they have a happy marriage. There are families with young children who stay in their ‘winter base’ all year so that they can get full-time schooling. It is very important to some families that they get full-time education. That includes secondary education. However, the teenage boys are active and practical. They know they will follow in their fathers’ footsteps. It can be very difficult for the children in school because there is bullying. When the children are travelling, they sometimes only do work when a teacher comes out to the trailer and sits with them. But sometimes, if parents are on one fairground for a three week period, then they get the children into a school.

Families have to fight to get accepted. When others meet Showpeople as individuals, then people make friends with them. Prejudice often stops that happening if people know they are Showpeople at the beginning when they first meet.

How are Showpeople with young families living and working?
(continued)

In the previous generation no one branched out. People stayed with small stalls or rides and travelled the same circuit regularly. Their youngsters are more adventurous. They need bigger yards because they generally go in for bigger equipment and larger rides. They take more of a risk and take out loans to get new rides. There are large shows 3 storeys high and 45 foot long. They need a lorry to pull them and a truck for the trailer. People have 3 or 4 children and have a big trailer too. American trailers are bought that have every convenience. They have push buttons to extend the sides when on the road.

Big Top People

By KorneliaFosset

Circus Parents’ Association

The Circus is one of the oldest entertainments in the world. The Greatest Show on Earth brings magic, laughter and excitement for adults and children. The Circus is a real family day out.

The Circus was invented in England, and for hundreds of years England has provided the biggest names in the Circus industry. Circus families go back many generations, and parents teach their children from a very early age to work and perform in the Circus. The Circus life was always very hard, but it has always been a good place to raise children. They learn early on to help build up and pull down the Circus and to practise their acrobatics, their juggling and trapeze and other traditional skills. The skills they learn give them discipline, quick thinking, respect for work, for money, for people, respect and love for animals and nature.

Of course, the Circus life has changed a lot, especially over the past 50 years. New technology helps us build up and move the Circus: we have computers and modern trailers. The Circus people have come a long way from the old time carts and horses. Today it is big American trailers with air conditioning, under floor heating, washing machines and dryers. One of the most important changes is the water supply on site. We used to have to carry water back to the wagon from the tap. It was very heavy and awkward! Now the Circus Company arranges for water to be piped around the Circus, so that there are tap points everywhere and running water in every caravan. We are proud of being almost self-sufficient. We provide everything for ourselves. We even generate our own electricity for the whole Circus (years ago it was paraffin lamps or gas lamps). The only things we can’t bring with us are water and sewage point!

In the ticket office, computers hold details about everything. Lots of the big Circuses in Britain and abroad are more like factories than the old-fashioned family show used to be. Circus artistes have often travelled around the world. They learn different languages as 
they go and sometimes spend many years away from their native countries. Lots of people marry within the Circus business, but there are also many non-circus people, “private people” who come into the Circus from outside. People still run away with the Circus!

The families in the Circus business have their own way of life, but they are also open to the world outside. They see how important it is today to educate their children. So we take our kids to school each week wherever we are. The help of the Gypsy Traveller Education Service is vital to us and we are more than grateful for that help. Many of the British parents belong to the Association of Circus Parents, which means that we can talk to one another about any problems and help solve them together.

Circus people are different from any other Gypsy Travellers. Circuses are the most mobile of any Travelling communities. Usually we move once each week, from the end of February or the beginning of March until the end of November. Sometimes we also work through Christmas and New Year. During the few months or weeks when we don’t travel, we pull into the Circus Winter Quarters and get ready for the next season. Many of the artistes go home at this time but some stay in the yard or go to work in other countries. Today, nearly every Circus family has its own house, home or at least their own yard to go to if they need. In winter our kids can go back to their own school. 

Circuses today have to pay big rents to councils for sites or grounds. We make sure that when we leave the ground we pick up every last bit of rubbish or litter left by the public. The Circuses try their best to serve the public with better facilities, like proper toilets, disabled toilets, a baby changing area, a café, a bar etc.. We make sure that we raise the standards all the time. 

Around the late 80’s, the Animal Right organisations started to raise their voice against animals being kept in Circuses. Every Circus person knows how much the trainers love their animals, how they raise them and look after them and sometimes the animals are the Circus children’s play-partners. Unfortunately, this part of the Circus is nearly gone in this country. Very few Circuses dare to keep animals – and if they do, their life is made miserable by constant attacks from Animal Rights Activists. Sometimes, even their lives are endangered. Due to the stories that campaigners put round about us, there can be such a negative feeling towards the Circus people that even non-animal Circuses can be viewed as unwelcome in some areas. We used to feel that the Circus was welcomed as a traditional entertainment, a visitor bringing fun and colour. Sometimes now it is as if the people feel it is a nuisance having the Circus there. They complain about you even before you arrive on site!

All the same, we Circus People do not want  to do anything else but give good quality entertainment to the public to keep this great tradition alive and to keep the Greatest Show on Earth on the road!

New Gypsy Travellers 
The voice of two Gypsy Travellers travelling in Kent and Sussex

People go to work and have to have a day off to move suddenly. One has a job in a nursery school. She wants to go to college in September and stay in the locality. This year we have not been anywhere longer than three months. Stops are mainly eight days to two weeks.

My daughter goes to schools and she gets a reading record to keep up, books loaned and the words to learn. We never know where we will be at the start of the next term. It is easier for little ones to get a place in school than the older ones. We often have to get the children in at different places because they can’t get places at one school. Then there is a problem because we haven’t got that many cars. You need to understand that we keep getting moved about. It costs us £6.00 a week travelling to the local school. In another place they said they only had room for one child. Then they had a meeting of the school governors and they let all our children in. It was a church school. 

We sometimes have to move very quickly. Once we took the children to school and then the police and forest rangers said we had to move by 12.30. We had been there for eight days. We were led to believe we’d be taken to court. We went to the school at 3pm to say that the children would not be in the next day.  

On Ashdown Forest one of us was in labour on the day they had to go. A bus was driven to a farm for her. They said we were breaking the bye-laws. We do farm work – apples mid-August. We were wanting to do cherries but the rain had spoiled them – they had all split, 

We go to GP’s as temporary patients. Some places have a special homeless persons’ doctor who sees Gypsy/Travellers as well. 

The Gypsy Traveller Education Service at Broadwater near Maidstone gives our children educational work for the year. We get a bus on site basically to teach the children but it has loads of information about everything. There are books too – about Stow Fair and “A Time to Travel”. Computer skills are wanted. Loads of us were naughty when we were at school. It is hard to join a library without an address. You should just be able to drop in at a library. Most people do have an address to give people for contact over the school holidays or for schoolwork to be sent. We need books to teach at home over the school holidays. In the summer the teachers don’t think it is the right time for the children.

We have been to a place where skips and toilets were provided. There was one with a bath provided because we had young children. There is a site with New Gypsy Travellers on with a 6 month lease. Having a child of school age is not a good enough reason to get a place. There are people there with no intention of ever moving. Some areas have sites and do 

New Gypsy Travellers

(continued)

not tolerate Gypsy Travellers staying anywhere else. Most New Gypsy Travellers are escaping from towns. There may be no choice in schools. The good thing about moving about is getting away from that situation. There are quite a few Gypsy Traveller students studying in Brighton and people as a whole benefit. One girl here is doing an NVQ in Nursery Nursing and is working with the Open University. She hopes to have a nursery on site. She is doing lessons from the Prince’s Trust.

One Gypsy Traveller comments:

“I did a diploma in Physiotherapy. I was accepted for the course but could not get funding. I want to do a degree in herbal medicine. I was refused a grant on the grounds that I had had one before. I could not get any funding over £24.00. Correspondence courses are the only way.  I want to study again using my lay knowledge and experience and turn it into professional knowledge. I want to be in a position to give better advice.” 

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Friends, Families &Travellers
• Evictions


• Harassment

• Sites

• Planning Applications
• Employment

• Benefits

• Education


• Health


• Drugs

• Police


• Social Services

• Legal representation

• Racial discrimination
• Civil Rights


• The media

• Research


• Monitoring


• Policy development

These are all issues which affect Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers in Britain today and at all areas in which “Friends, Families and Gypsy Travellers” works and has been able to help.

Gypsies and other traditional Gypsy Travellers have been the object of prejudice and discrimination for hundreds of years, but the influx of New Gypsy Travellers onto the road, particularly from the mid 80s onwards, provoked the Government into passing the 1994 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act. Part five of the Act greatly increased the powers of police and local authorities to evict Gypsy Travellers camping illegally. Illegal camping, however, also occurred in areas where local authorities had failed to provide suitable sites as required under the 1968 Caravan Sites Act.

Although nomadism and unauthorised camping are not, in themselves illegal, the effect of the legislation has been to criminalise the Gypsy Traveller way of life. In addition to this, systematic closure of traditional places through ditching, gating and boulders has resulted in the Gypsy Traveller community having nowhere legal to go. This has devastating consequences, especially for families with young children. In 1995, FFT, working with the Public Law Project, secured a judgement which has meant that local authorities have to take account of circumstances before evicting. This judgement came about as a result of R v Whealden District Council ex parte Wales, in which Judge Sedley stated these were ‘considerations of common humanity, none of which can properly be ignored when dealing with one of the most fundamental human needs, the need for shelter with at least a modicum of security.”

As a result of repeated legal challenges brought by the Gypsy Traveller Community, the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions launched a ‘Good Practice Guide on Managing Unauthorised Camping’ in September 1998 for local authorities and the police. Although there has been no change in legislation, the guide is recognition by the local authorities that a different approach to Gypsy Travellers is necessary.

Friends, Families and Gypsy Travellers, previously a support group, supports work to enable all Gypsy Travellers, both traditional and new, to maintain their lifestyle and cultural identity within the wider community. Many members are Gypsy Travellers, or who have children and grandchildren who travel and the current Management Committee includes two Gypsy Travellers. 

Friends, Families &Travellers
(continued)

However, the membership is wide ranging and involves local Councillors, ministers of religion, lawyers, journalists, teachers, health visitors and many representatives of groups working with Gypsy Travellers at all levels. FFT has grown into a nationally recognised voluntary organisation which serves the whole spectrum of the Travelling Community, both traditional and new and has broad support in the Travelling Community.

It became a company non-profit voluntary organisation in 1998 and is run by a Management Committee consisting of five Directors elected by the membership at the Annual General Meeting. Meetings are held every six weeks and are open to all members. Voluntary contributions and membership subscriptions form a vital part of FFT’s income.

The majority of work promoted by FFT is carried out by Advice and Information Unit, formerly based in Glastonbury, Somerset, which moved to Brighton, East Sussex in January 1999. The work of the unit covers all areas and issues that affect Gypsy Travellers as well as carrying out research, monitoring, mediation and policy development at local and national levels.

Text extracted from “Friends, Families and Gypsy Travellers” leaflet.

Website: www.gypsy-Traveller.org/‎
Contact: FFT Advice and Information Unit; Tel: 01273 234777

2014 Update:
FFT have recently been successful in obtaining Big Lottery funding for the next five years.
Surrey Traveller Education Support
Surrey Traveller Education Support is a countywide team, which was initially set up in 1985 in response to the recognition that Gypsy/Travellers were the most socially excluded grouping with very high levels of illiteracy. Gypsy/Traveller pupils are supported on a ‘priority’ basis as a result of meeting an agreed criterion for need. High on these criteria are factors such as being highly mobile and undergoing school transfer. 

The aims of the service are to promote the access, attendance and achievements of Gypsy/Traveller pupils in Surrey. This is primarily achieved through direct teaching support for Gypsy/Traveller pupils in their educational settings.  In addition, there is a high degree of emphasis on liaisons with Gypsy/Traveller families and communities to develop positive partnerships between teachers and parents.

Good practice by schools should encourage participation by Gypsy/Traveller parents in the school life of their child. It should also take account of the possibility of limited literacy skills within the Gypsy/Traveller home.  This may require, for example, alternative methods being employed to inform parents of important school dates, school procedures and homework. Consultations should also be made with the Gypsy/Traveller parents on issues such as ethnic self-ascription and aspects of the curriculum, which may be culturally sensitive such as sex education.

Gypsy/Traveller Education is able to support and advise on all these issues and indeed can provide INSET opportunities for any interested parties. Gypsy/Traveller Education has also developed a series of class workshops and assemblies that are available to schools to support their Inclusion agenda by the promotion of good race relations between groups as required in the Race Relations Amendment Act of 2000.

For Traveller parents living in the county, please contact either of the following:

· Tel: 01737 737783

· Tel: 01483 519230

2014 Update:
New report from Surrey County council on previous failings regarding education as it applies to Gypsy/Traveller communities. You can find out more on our website under the heading of Education…www.surreygypsy.com  
County Council Gypsy/Traveller Sites
The Caravan Sites Act (1968) was born of the need to accommodate Gypsy families who had no permanent place to live. Traditionally such families would, as the saying goes, “follow the leaf”. This means that they would move from place to place working as casual labour for farmers and the like. The host farmer would accommodate the families on his own land whilst in his employ.

With the advent of mechanisation, the need for casual labour diminished and the Gypsies found himself for the most part without a place to stay, and had through necessity to resort to staying on the side of the road.

In 1968 the then Government recognized the need for regular places for Gypsies to live. Many went into housing or the more fortunate were able to secure their own land. The Caravan Sites Act placed an obligation on County Councils to provide sites with basic facilities for families residing in their area. Once an authority had provided suitable sites they were regarded as ‘designated’. This made it easier for an authority to ask the magistrates court for an order to move Gypsies on from unauthorized encampments.

Surrey County Council successfully applied for and received government grants to build sites with the required basic facilities and it followed that some local authorities became ‘designated’. Most of these sites were built on waste land, beside motorway flyovers, railway lines and hidden behind large bunds of earth, to segregate them from the rest of the community. Today Surrey has a sizeable Gypsies population, although some of its nineteen sites are run down and in disrepair.

The plots on the sites generally have a utility room containing a toilet, sink and shower. Many families occupying the sites are second generation, born on the site. Many have attended school as do their children. Although cherishing their culture of travelling, they now need to be included in our society, which for so long has scorned them.
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Gypsy Traveller Sites in Surrey

2014 Update:
A new index of site locations and owners (private or public) is currently being researched and will be added later this year...

PAST PROJECTS
Excerpts from the Evaluation Report of the work of Hilda Brazil, Gypsy Traveller Liaison Worker
Introduction

This report evaluates the success of a Surrey Gypsy Traveller Community Forum managed project that has employed a key worker from within the Surrey Gypsy Traveller Community to enhance the life chances of young Gypsy Travellers by improving access to education and vocational opportunity. The key worker’s name is Ms Hilda Brazil. 

The project has existed in a number of different forms since it was first established in 2000. At its heart has been the principle of employing a key worker from within the Surrey Gypsy Traveller Community to enhance the life chances of young Gypsy Travellers. The project is currently hosted within the Youth Justice Service and is supported by Surrey Connexions.  With the Connexions Service likely to review and re-commission its current range of services following relocation within the County Council, an evaluation of the current project’s success is needed to assess its future viability. 

Anecdotal evidence from many public agencies suggests that Gypsy/Travellers constitute Surrey’s largest ethnic minority. The county is home to no less than 26 public and scores of private Gypsy/Traveller sites. Many live in social and private housing throughout the county. Gypsy/Travellers are an invisible ethnic minority, recognised as distinct ethnic groups under race relations legislation and case law, but lacking any political representation or even inclusion in the census or routine ethnic monitoring. Because of this, population estimates are hard to come by, but there may be as many as 10,000 in Surrey.

The community is also diverse, consisting of separate ethnic groups, such as Irish Travellers and English Romani Gypsies, as well as cultural minorities such as Show people and New Age Gypsy Travellers. In reality, it is not one community but a range of communities, with differing cultures and aspirations and there is sometimes considerable conflict between the many ethnic and lifestyle groups lumped together under the homogenous term “Gypsy Travellers”. 

Despite the diversity, there are very common experiences of marginalisation and social exclusion, which has a particularly dramatic impact on the lives of young Gypsy/Travellers. Educational achievement within the community has been regularly documented by Ofsted and the Department for Education and Skills to be the lowest of any ethnic group. Therefore, good and innovative Gypsy/Traveller liaison is essential to promote integration, reduce anti-social behaviour, cut offending and promote community cohesion. But too often, Gypsy/Traveller liaison in general, and youth work with young Gypsy/Travellers in particular, has suffered from insecure funding, and a failure to strike the right balance between a total lack of provision at one extreme and inefficient, overly liberal provision on the other. 

Both extremes have sometimes resulted in a lack of respect and trust from the community, which is why Gypsy/Traveller liaison work carried out by a community member is so innovative and potentially so successful. Gypsy/Traveller liaison by a community member, who enjoys the inside knowledge of community culture and the respect that comes from community membership, and combines it with professional connections and codes of practice, has a great potential to bridge the gap between Surrey’s most marginalised community and the public bodies that should deliver services to it. 

But has the model that has been developed in Surrey delivered the goods? This evaluation has sought to find out, so that it can be improved, developed and its successes replicated in the future. But only the community itself can provide the feedback and final judgement on the project’s worth. And that has required proper consultation work with the beneficiaries of the project. 

Evaluation criteria

This report has judged the success of the project against it’s own initial objectives, which are:

1. To achieve parity with the general population in terms of education, training, employment and re-offending of young Gypsy Travellers (whilst acknowledging that re-offending is not yet measurable)

2. A reduction in the proportion of 16-18 year old Gypsy Travellers who are in the NEET group

3. An increase in 13-19 year olds participating in learning

4. A Connexions contribution to reducing crime by young people

5. A Connexions contribution to better outcomes for Gypsy Traveller young people

6. Connexions having an influence in the improvement of services to Gypsy Travellers by representation on local networks

7. Support for cross-government strategies for working with at risk young people.

Conclusions and recommendations

This research has sought to evaluate the work of the Surrey Gypsy Traveller Community  Forum Gypsy Traveller Liaison Worker project, in terms of its stated goals which all contribute to enhancing life opportunities for young Gypsy/Travellers. It has found that the work carried out Ms Hilda Brazil has actively contributed to decreasing the number not in education, employment or training. It has also found that Ms Brazil is a highly valued key contact for a wide range of public and voluntary sector agencies across Surrey. The esteem within which she is held by public authorities is exceeded only of that within her own community who view, and perhaps more importantly, use her as a key bridge and navigator within the compartmentalised world of public and voluntary services. She has also contributed a great deal to the education and understanding of Gypsy/Traveller culture within many public agencies. 

Critics may argue that it is difficult to evaluate how her wider work contributes to enhancing the life opportunities for specific young Gypsy and Travellers, and it is difficult to prove a direct link. But if it is accepted that unemployment, bad educational achievement and low skills within the community are caused by marginalisation, lack of access to services and 
prejudice, her work beyond direct case work with young people arguably benefits all young Gypsy/Travellers. If it is an intangible process that contributes towards the greater integration of the Gypsy/Traveller community, it is also a long process that must continue to build upon its solid foundations. 

What’s certain is that Ms Brazil’s work can be proven to have long lasting effects for specific Gypsy/Traveller young people AND the wider community within which they live. Her key role within, for and on behalf of the community also arguably prevents more young Gypsy /Travellers from falling into unemployment and social marginalisation because it supports and enables entire families to access better services. Perhaps its greatest, and therefore most unquantifiable effect, is its power to prevent bad outcomes for the entire community and its young people. 

Given the changes in local government in Surrey and the threat this could potentially pose to a complex role like Ms Brazils, it is imperative that her work is commissioned indefinitely by the new children’s services department. It is also important to consider what more could be achieved if other Gypsy/Traveller women were to perform a similar function as 
Ms Brazil. She is a champion for her community, respected and valued by the community itself, as well as the many public and voluntary agencies that are just beginning to understand and deliver services to Gypsy/Travellers. Think how much more could be achieved if there were more women like her. 

Project leader: Jake Bowers
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Surrey Change Up Additional Support Program Gypsy/Traveller Research
Executive Summary

Introduction

This report summarises the findings of research in Surrey to identify the support needs of the Gypsy/Traveller communities in relation to community development and support available to them for the formation and development of voluntary and community groups.  This report makes recommendations for consultation amongst the Gypsy/Traveller communities and the voluntary and statutory sectors in Surrey between April and June 2006. 

Funded by the Home Office’s Change Up Additional Support Programme, the findings in this report come from research carried out by Jake Bowers, a Romani journalist commissioned by the Surrey Infrastructure Consortium, with Surrey’s Gypsy/Traveller communities between December 2005 and January 2006.   This research has sought to actively involve these communities at a time when the voluntary sector is involved in looking at its infrastructure support needs for the next ten years. It has mapped the extent and location of the communities in Surrey, consulted them on their current experience of public and voluntary services and begun a dialogue about how they may become more involved in and better supported by the voluntary sector in future. 

Findings

The research has demonstrated that the current provision of voluntary services often does not reach what is possibly Surrey’s largest ethnic community at all.  However, it has found that there is an interest and willingness on the part of the voluntary sector to work with the Gypsy/Traveller communities.  It has also demonstrated an interest from the Gypsy and Traveller communities in Surrey in receiving further information about the services available and exploring the development of their own community organisations. In short, this is a community just waiting for the services and infrastructure of the voluntary sector to be extended to it, but one also prepared to take action within their community to help themselves, thereby continuing their long tradition of self-reliance. Implementing these findings will require active engagement from the voluntary sector, public sector and the community itself.

Recommendations

The key recommendations for consultation are: 

1. That a local or regional Gypsy/Traveller-led voluntary organisation should be developed in order to deliver services directly to the community. This could either cover just the county of Surrey or have a wider regional focus. The organisation’s range of services would include delivering community development, information, re-presentation and advocacy services directly to the community.

2.
Feasibility work should be undertaken into whether the voluntary sector should employ a Gypsy/Traveller outreach worker, drawn from the community itself, to actively promote the use of voluntary services to the Gypsy/Traveller community. 
3.
Gypsy/Traveller cultural diversity training should be delivered and widely marketed to voluntary and community organisations across Surrey, perhaps in partnership with the public sector.

4.
A working group within the Surrey voluntary sector, but including members of the Gypsy/Traveller community, should be formed to develop a communication strategy to inform the community about the services available to it. 

5.
All voluntary and community sector service providers should be encouraged to include the Gypsies and Gypsy Traveller community in ethnic monitoring for volunteers and service users. The success of this should be monitored. This recommendation echo’s that from the Commission for Racial Equality about Gypsy and Travellers being more visible in all ethnic monitoring.

� Bowers J., Surrey Change Up Additional Support  Programme – Gypsies and Gypsy Traveller Research, 2005, Surrey Community Action


� Surrey Gypsy Traveller Health Study – Unpublished study


�DoH, The Health and Status of Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers in England, 2004, University of Sheffield


� Bedfordshire NHS and Ormiston Trust, 2010, Health Needs Assessment of the Gypsy and Traveller Community in Bedfordshire 


� West Sussex NHS and West Sussex County Council, October 2010, Health and Social care Needs of Gypsies and Travellers in West Sussex, p. 57








�Equality and human Rights Commission, Inequalities Experienced by Gypsy and traveller Communities: A Review (2009)


�Surrey�HYPERLINK "http://www.surreyi.gov.uk/ViewPage1.aspx?C=resource&ResourceID=676"�JSNA Needs Assessment 2012�


�Equality and human Rights Commission, Inequalities Experienced by Gypsy and traveller Communities: A Review (2009)


�ibid 


�Jesper, E, Griffiths, F. & Smith, L. (2008)A qualitative study of the health experience of Gypsy Travellers in the UK with a focus on terminal illness.


�DoH, The Health and Status of Gypsies and Gypsy Travellers in England, 2004, University of Sheffield


�ibid


�Cambridgeshire PCT and Cambridgeshire County Council, 2010, Cambridgeshire Travellers Joint Strategic Needs Assessments





�Editor’s note:


There is no official figure for the number of Gypsy Travellers in the United Kingdom. The Council of Europe overall estimate (in 1987) was between 80,000 - 110,000. Based upon this evidence an OFSTED Report on The Education of Travelling Children (1996) estimated that the number of Travelling children in England was in the region of 50,000. A more recent estimate puts the Gypsy Traveller population of the United Kingdom in the region of 200,000 persons, though it has been nearly impossible to gather specific and accurate numbers. There is a record of Gypsy Travellers (and Roma) being in the UK for nearly 700 years. (www.Gypsy Travellersupport.org.uk) 


�Editor’s  note: 


Gypsy Travellers have always responded to the situation of the time. Today the work they do is very diverse. It includes roofing, landscape gardening, painting and decorating as well as flooring and demolition and reclamation.








� Editor’s note:


In recent years this kind of seasonal work has become increasingly difficult for Gypsy Travellers. This is largely because of restrictions of movement placed on Gypsy Travellers by legislation and the lack of authorised stopping places.  


� The Secret Revival, Tom Wilson
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