Sensations

ENGLISH

Navigating Challenges in Online
English Teaching: Exam

Preparation Courses and
Effective Solutions

Vicky Bagheri
Teacher trainer,
examiner & Director



o We'll explore:

o Adapt teaching methodologies for the online environment and diverse
learners

e Maintain student interest with interactive and engaging materials

e Leverage online resources and collaboration tools to enhance the virtual
classroom environment

e Create customised lesson plans and curriculum for online exam

preparation.
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° Surge of online education

e Technological advancements
e Global connectivity

e COVID-19 pandemic

e Diverse learning opportunities
e Flexible learning

e Cost-effectiveness

e Globalisation of education
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° Specific challenges in exam preparation

Challenges for students

Challenges for teachers

e Lack of proctored exams e Cheating prevention

e Technical issues e Designing fair assessments
e Distractions e Technical support

e Time management e Communication

e Honesty and integrity e Feedback

e Anxiety and stress e Accommodations
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° Challenges for Teachers

Adapting teaching methodologies

Transition to online delivery Accessibility and inclusivity
Engagement and interaction Adaptive learning
Content presentation Assessment methods

Technological proficiency Personalisation




° Challenges for Teachers

Managing diverse learning styles

Understanding learning preferences Tailoring instruction
Inclusive teaching Variety in instruction
Understanding and flexibility Differentiated instruction
Challenges in large classes Engagement and motivation
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° Importance of Managing Diverse
Learning Styles

£
e Enhanced engagement E;m Time

e Improved retention Students Challenge
e Increased motivation
e Inclusivity



° Challenges in Virtual Classrooms:

e Use a variety of teaching methods and
materials to reach different learning
preferences.

 Encourage student participation and
feedback through online discussion
forums, chats, and video conferencing.

e Be aware of the different learning styles
within the class and make adjustments
as needed.



° Challenges in Virtual Classrooms:

o Offer opportunities for self-directed learning, allowing students to choose
the materials or activities that suit their learning style.

e Use multimedia and interactive tools to engage students with different
preferences.

 Promote self-awareness among students so they can identify their own
learning styles and seek resources that align with their needs.
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° Solutions for Teachers
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Create customised lesson plans by assessing your students' language proficiency
levels and identifying their specific language goals.

For instance, if you have a group of intermediate learners, you might tailor
lessons to reinforce their grammar skills and expand their vocabulary, while
advanced learners may focus on fluency and discussion of more complex topics.




° Interactive and engaging materials

Utilise interactive online platforms, such

Traffic light assessment [}

as interactive whiteboards, virtual

Indicate whether you understand a topic or not. Add a colored sticker over every number of a statement.

breakout rooms, and digital flashcards.

+ a green sticker, if you understand the matter
« an orange sticker if you understand, but still need some help
» ared sticker if you don't understand anything
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whiteboard to engage students in word- ot tntos
matching exercises, allowing them to drag

I can find my own historical sources.
I can reach a judgment in my conclusion.

and drop words to their corresponding
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meanings.
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° Synchronous and Asynchronous Learning
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° Adaptive Learning Resources

Incorporate adaptive learning tools
and resources, like language
learning apps with adaptive
algorithms.




° Ongoing Feedback and Goal Setting

Maintain regular communication with students through individual meetings
or email to provide personalised feedback on their progress. Encourage
them to set specific language proficiency goals and work with each student
to outline steps to achieve those goals.




° The importance of providing personalised
feedback

e Support for continuous improvement
e Individualised learning

e Improved retention

e Clarity and understanding

e Development of critical thinking

e Self-regulation

e Reduction of frustration

IMPORTANT
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