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Outline 

1. What do we mean by global issues? 

2. Global issues in the classroom

- Challenges

- Opportunities 

3. Practical ways to integrate Global issues on the classroom 

- Examples from Sensations English 



What do we mean by 
global issues? 

Connect to mentimeter through the link or QR code

Provide 3 examples of ‘global issues’

https://www.menti.com/ala6jivdyttf

https://www.menti.com/ala6jivdyttf


Mentimeter



What do we mean by
global issues 

‘The challenges that shape the future 
dignity and well-being of our planet and its 
people are interconnected’ 
(UNFoundation, 2023)

1. Climate crisis
2. Gender inequality 
3. Global health and pandemics
4. Data and tech (e.g. unethical AI) 
5. Wars and power conflicts 

https://unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/


Global issues/Local issues 

In the chat below tell us: 

- What's the current hot topic in your country's news 

headlines? 

Example

Algeria: Agreement signed to finance greenhouse 

projects



Global issues/Local issues 

In the chat below tell us: 

- What's the latest ‘hot’ topic you've discussed with 

your students, friends, or partner? 

Example

UK: Rising grocery costs



Global Citizenship Education

‘’Global citizenship education is about understanding the 
nature of global issues as well as the range of ways in 
which those with power and resources can be influenced 
to act in a globally responsible way’’ (Ibrahim, 2005; 179) 

Image course: 
Payyourinters.com



Global issues in the 
classroom

- Social and Political Sciences
(e.g., economic refugees 
movements)

- Natural Sciences (e.g., Water 
and agriculture)

- Citizenship education (e.g., 
rights and duties to the 
nation and the world)

- History and Geography 
- Teacher Education
- Language Education 

WHICH 

CLASSROOM?



Global issues in the 
classroom

Challenges for teachers:

- Applying a global ethical dimension in 

education is both complex and 

contentious’ (Sund and Pashby, 2018)

- Concerns about bringing a politics into 

the classroom (Scoffham, 2013)

Challenges for students:

- State of denial (Hicks, 1998)

- a state of ‘learned helplessness’ 

(Nagel, 2005)

- Concerns about bringing a politics into 

the classroom (Scoffham, 2013)

- Emotional challenges (Nemouchi, 

2022)



Global issues in the 
classroom

Opportunities:

- Critical and collaborative work in the classroom could possibly 

lead to addressing global issues outside of the classroom (Sund 

and Pashby, 2018)

- ‘’[Students] saw themselves to have potential roles in 

addressing global issues, developing communication skills, 

nurturing values and attitudes, as well as encouraging actions’’ 

(Salem, 2021)



Challenges and opportunities

❏ (1) knowledge and understanding 
❏ (2) the role of emotions
❏ (3) identity and self-image 
❏ (4) colonial legacies, stereotypes and hidden 

meanings 
❏ (5) pedagogy 
❏ (6) progression and assessment

(Scoffham, 2018)



Glasgow: UK's first 
feminist city
Audio and Transcript 



Glasgow: UK's first feminist city

See and listen to the 
B1+ intermediate 
report here

See and listen to the 
B1 pre-intermediate 
report here

https://resources.sensationsenglish.com/article/0ilpuO/3
https://resources.sensationsenglish.com/article/0ilpuO/2


Glasgow: UK's first feminist city

Pre-listening: Deconstructing concepts 

1. Team A: generate 5 key themes 

from the concept ‘City’

2. Team B: Generate 5 key themes 

from the concept ‘Feminist’ 

3. Team A and B: find connections 

between the themes you generated



Glasgow: UK's first feminist city

Listening: 

1. Why were places usually designed according 
to men's needs in the past?

Answer: Town planners were mostly men.

2. What does the Glasgow council want to 
prioritise in their planning?

Answer: Women's needs and the inclusion of minority groups.

3. What are some important features of a 
feminist city mentioned in the text?

Answer: Safe and comfortable pedestrian experiences, wider 
pavements, green spaces, and bicycle paths.



Glasgow: UK's first feminist city

Post-listening: 

1. Draw your route from home to school

Include landmarks, street names, or any significant locations

2. In pairs, discuss the following questions:

2. a. Which factors influenced your choice of this 
route? Make a list

2. b. Compare your list of factors 

2. c. Which routes have you been avoiding? why?

3. In pairs, find 3 ways one of the routes you’ve 
avoided so far can be improved



Women money 
changers help 
Djibouti economy
Video and Transcript 



Women money changers 
help Djibouti economy

See and listen to the 
report here

https://resources.sensationsenglish.com/video/HteJDu/2


UK rules on 
smacking
Audio and Transcript 



UK rules on smacking

See and listen to the 
report here

https://resources.sensationsenglish.com/article/V2dkWj/4
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