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In 1640 the naval station was moved from Blasieholmen to 

Skeppsholmen and Kastellholmen.

A hundred years later also this, increased land area, was 

too small and the the king donated land at Djurgården from 

the northern side to Alkärret for the use by the navy. This 

became the ”Galärvarvet”.

Let us start from the very beginning
1640

1740
Galärvarvet seen from the hight at Skeppsholmen



Skeppsholmen and Galärvarvet. Map from late 1800. The navy base in the circle



Galärvarvet and the Nordic museum seen from the air before 1922.

The dry dock
The future place for the 

escape tank 



The original 

document behind the 

building of an escape 

training tower.

The supervisor of the 

submarine operations 

in the navy staff asks 

in 1929  for an 

investigation how the 

safety of submariners 

can be improved.





Drawing for the test 

chamber at the planned 

Escape training  building 

1934.
From the design it 

was ment to be 

riveted but  

Electrosvetsaktiebo-

laget used electro-

welding 1934. This 

is most likely the 

first electro-welded 

pressure chamber 

in the world. Or?



The escape training tower at the Naval base on Djurgården in central Stockholm



In 1973 Diving 

medicine was an 

important part of 

the Defence 

research activities 

as part of the 

exploration of the 

sea bottom.



The dive control 1976.

In the early 70-ties the 

labotatory was equipped 

with a small 600 m 

chamber system (Seen in 

the background. For size 

reference see the yellow 

chair)



In the 1960-ties the supreme commander  realised is was 

not so smart to have a naval base in the center of the capital 

and planning for a new naval base started.



The document from 1978 in which the Fortress 

administration explains that the building must be torn down 

before june 30th 1979



The original call 

for interest and 

attention signed 

by many of the 

diving doctors 

and officers who 

had been 

working in the 

building with the 

escape training 

tank



The daily newspaper 

Sydsvenska dagbladet 

on May 23rd, 1979. 

Unfortunately the 

Stockholm papers did 

not show the same 

interest.



May 23, 1979

The official start of 

the project 

DYKTANKHUSET



The names of persons 

present at the call for 

interest on May 23rd.

Present, but not on the 

list, were:

Bo Cassel and 

Bert Westenberg



May 23, 1979. 



May 23rd, 1979      Hans Örnhagen      Åke Linde             Anders Muren      



Commander Bo Cassel my best 

support during the difficult early days. 

Bo never expressed any doubt 

regarding the possibility to create a 

diving museum.

Commander Bo Cassel, 

Secretary of SDHF 1979 – 1999.  

Honorary member 1999.

Commander Cassel diving in a replica of a von Treileben bell at Wasa in 1962



The important 

document in which the 

SDHF pleas for a one 

year delay of the 

destruction of the 

building.



The land owner, 

Kungliga Djurgårdens 

Förvaltning, gives 

approval to the ideas, 

but wants a garantee 

that the owner of the 

building, The Fortress 

Administration, stays at 

the promise to wreck 

down the building in 

case the plans of a 

museum can not be 

realised.



The owner of the chamber, 

The Defence Material 

Administration gives us one 

year to show that it is 

possible to establish a 

diving museum.

An almost impossible task, 

but what was our choise?



Thanks to our secretary Bo 

Cassel, The Fortress 

Administration and The 

Defence Material 

Administration kept on 

paying the land lease 6000 

SEK for many years. 

However, sometimes we 

understood that they were 

waiting for some kind of 

decision and change.

In handwriting at 

the bottom of the 

invoice:

”Brother Bo, how 

long will this 

continue?”



The SDHF letter of 

June 8th 1983 to the 

Government regarding 

a diving and salvage 

museum as a part of 

the new Vasa 

museum and the 

saving of the old 

escape training tank 

building . 



Page 1 of the answer 

from the Maritime 

museum of Stockholm 

to the Government 

regarding the idea of a 

museum for Diving and 

salvage.



Support was 

given the 

idea of a 

museum of 

diving and 

salvage, but 

there was no 

answer 

regarding the 

future of the 

old escape 

training tank.

Page 2 of the answer from the Maritime museum to the Government.



Support for the 

idea of a 

museum of 

diving and 

salvage in 

conection to the 

Vasa museum 

was given by 

many during the 

planning of the 

new Vasa 

museum in the 

early 1980-ties.



The Government 

approved in 1984 

the ideas of a 

museum on diving 

and salvage as long 

as the basic 

intentions and 

budget for the Vasa 

museum was kept.



However, this is the second page of the document in 

which it says that the Government will return to the 

question regarding the escape training tower at a later 

occation.



After the descission that 

the dry dock should be 

used for the Vasa 

museum an architect 

competition was 

announsed 1984, in 

which it was specified 

that the escape training 

tank building (red circle) 

should be saved. 

The photo on next frame 

is taken from the red <



The old escape training tank building



When the plan to 

donate the building to 

the Maritime museums 

in 1988 was launched, 

it was found that the 

the owner of the 

building most likely 

was the owner of the 

land and not the 

Fortres Administration.

No documents 

regarding permission 

to build and/or any 

drawings could be 

found.



In 1989 an estimate 

of the costs of a 

minimal renovation 

made 1989 landed 

on 1.2 milj SEK

(100 000 €) 

We could not find a 

sponsor for this and 

the house was left 

with minimal care  

(such as repairs of 

broken windows and 

door locks)



Bert Westenberg and Claes Lindmark at the the old escape 

training tower 1996, before the exterior was painted.



A pleasant view for the enthusiasts and the 

believers.   Spring 1996.



This book, by Dr Claes 

Lindemark,published by 

the Maritime Museum 

1996 introduced the 

concept of a diving 

museum to the public.



The building had been used as a storage

for many years. Please note the ROV

from 1955 in front of the vertical 

pressure chamber.



20 years of dust and dirt was taken care of 

after the painting of the exterior.



Lots of garbage all over the place



Coffee pause for the cleaning team



Activities late at night



Donated equipment is brought to the building



Opening May 1999

Sven Pettersson the 1st visitor

Kjell 

Åshede 

with a Le 

Prieur 

from 1938



At a rebreather meeting the 

autumn 2003 a large 

number of different old and 

new rebreathers were on 

display outside the Escape

Training house.



Visit by HDS 2004

Outside Mårten Triewald´s house at Kungsholmen



After the celebration of the Centennial of the Swedish submarine forces and 

the symposium ”Humans in submarines” 2004, we received money enough 

to convert the old boiler room to an exhibition room 



An old experimental chamber and 

the rescue bell are the only items 

outside today, but there are more to 

come.



One of the current 

projects is to renovate 

the rescue bell. 

Measurement of 

oxygen partial pressure 

was one of the safety 

measures before 

entering the bell that 

had been closed for 

several years. 



Divers day 2007



Just an example of one of manny events. 

This time, rescue divers from Stockholm



May 2014 one of the many hard hat diving                    

       events.



The celebration 2014.

The retired head of KDF Åke 

Linde and wife visited us



End

Thank you for watching. If you are interested 

in diving history, why do not become a 

member. Write to info@sdhf.se and give us 

your name and address.

In 2024 the membership fee is 300 SEK/year. 

Check at www.sdhf.se to see what is 

included in the membership.

mailto:info@sdhf.se
http://www.sdhf.se/
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