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Parish Register

Deaths

15 October 2025 Dorothy McPherson, Scone

17 October 2025 Leslie McCorkindale, Bearsden, formerly Scone
6 November 2025 Jimmy Edwards, Auchterarder, formerly Scone
9 November 2025 Gordon Lamond, Scone

Church News
Material for the next edition should be forwarded to the church office (tel
553900; email sconeandstmartinschurch@gmail.com) or to the editor Moira
Daly (moiradalyscone54@gmail.com) by Thursday 24 January 2026.
Please send in any items you think will be of interest to the congregation.

Church Office

Opening hours: Wednesday 9.30 am to 12 noon
Friday 4.30 pm to 6.00 pm

Email and Phone only: Monday 9.30 am to 12 noon
Friday 9.30 am to 11.00 am

Address: Balformo Road, Scone, PH2 6QX

Contact: 01738 553900 or email

sconeandstmartinschurch@gmail.com

PRAYER CHAIN

A Telephone Prayer Chain is available to support in prayer any person/s in
the church or community, or their family or friends whether living here or
elsewhere, particularly if urgent prayer is required for matters such as iliness,
operations or other problems. Phone requests to Lilian at 01738 553651 or,
if she is unavailable, to Frances at 01738 552681.

If you know of anyone who requires a visit from the minister or an elder,
please hand in the details at church on Sunday or to the church office.



mailto:moiradalyscone54@gmail.com

Dear Friends,
| wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and a Blessed New Year.

Christmas has often been described as the children’s time and a family time,
but in its blessing, it is a time for everyone. It is a time when we remember
the special gift of God’s entry into humanity. As the Gospel of John puts it,
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth”. It is
worth, if you have to, taking your Bible off the shelf and having a good read.
Luke, Matthew and John, are all worth a read at any time but are not to be
neglected during the Christmas season.

Talking of books, | have been in Waterstone’s in Perth quite often of late. |
cannot pretend that in its stock of Philosophy, Theology and Religious books,
it has not at times disappointed me, but this Christmas | have spent a little
fortune there. One of this year’s books is Bear Grylls’ book, “The Greatest
Story ever told”. He beautifully tells the story of our Faith. Bear Grylls is a
man of Faith. He understands too, that you cannot have Christmas without
the Easter Story, and in his introduction, he takes us briefly to the Emmaus
Road. His book is well worth including in your Christmas purchases.

Well, as one who has embraced Boys Brigade, Scouts and Cubs, Guides
and Brownies, and Girls Brigade, | find it heart warming to find the former
Chief Scout of the United Kingdom and Overseas Territories, bring out his
Christmas publication, and share the story of Jesus Christ. He is not
frightened to own his Faith. He has described his Christian faith as the
"backbone" in his life: "You can't keep God out. He's all around us, if we're
just still enough to listen." Why not stop and listen, this Christmas, amidst
all the noise and bustle and strife of life, to the message, unto you is born
this day, a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.

The Blessings of the Season be with you and yours,
Maudeen

Christmas will soon be upon us and | have no doubt many, if not most of
you, will have preparations underway. Maybe you have the presents bought
and wrapped; maybe you've already planned the Christmas meal. Hopefully
you’ll be looking forward to family and/or friends gathering round the dinner
table on Christmas day, whether that be at home, or at some other venue.

Jewish people have a custom at Passover in which a ceremonial cup of wine
is poured during the family seder dinner on Passover (Pesah). It is left
untouched in honour of Elijah, who, according to tradition, will arrive one day
as an unknown guest to herald the advent of the messiah. | wonder what it
would mean if we were to reserve a place for Jesus at our Christmas table
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and invite him, as the host, to share what is in effect his birthday and not just
our Christmas. Indeed, Jesus comes to us, and to others, in unexpected
ways, and in ways we can so easily overlook.

As | look toward Christmas this year, I'm reminded of one of Bernadette
Farrell's hymns, “Longing for light, we wait in darkness”. So many in our
world will wait in darkness this Christmas, their lives having been uprooted,
fleeing from persecution or oppression, in places such as Ukraine, Israel and
Gaza, Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the Sahel, to
name but a few. Mary and Joseph were forced to go to be registered in a
distant place, then later they had to flee with their child to Egypt due to the
death threats of king Herod.

Others wait in the darkness of their own lives, having experienced broken
relationships, hopes and dreams. We live in a political world where many
things are broken. Others again feel excluded from modern society, because
of their background. Christmas can be a hard time for those who feel lonely
or downhearted.

Yet to each and to all, Christ comes just as he did at Bethlehem that first
Christmas. Arguably he remains neither looked for nor longed for, but still he
comes to heal broken hearts, to set free those who are burdened or
oppressed. He doesn’t come with all guns blazing, rather he comes in
humility and weakness, as a tiny little baby. He comes to us clothed with our
humanity so that we can be clothed in his divinity, born to raise the sons of
earth, born to give us second birth. (Wesley).

We can make room for Jesus this Christmas, and not just at the dinner table.
Our hearts, our homes, our church, our society can know true joy and peace
when Jesus is given his rightful place as the host, not merely as a guest, for
unless Jesus is Lord of all, He is not Lord at all. (Luther).

May we know the grace of the Lord Jesus with us during this Festive Season
and throughout the New Year when it arrives.

On the next few pages, you will find details of our Festive Services over the
Advent and Christmas period. We would love if you are able to share any or
all of these events.

Meantime, | wish you all God’s richest blessing for Christmas and for the
coming year, 2026.

May it be a year of peace, love and good health.

In Christian love,

Maudeen



What is happening during Advent, Christmas, New Year, and
Epiphany? Read all about it!

SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER, we are in the OLD KIRK, Burnside.
DECEMBER 3". Refreshments and treats in the Hub in Balformo Road
Halls.

DECEMBER 4" The Christmas Fellowship Lunch in the Burnside Halls.
DECEMBER 7™ 10.45am: CHRISTMAS PIE SUNDAY for Christian Aid and
it is the day we bring GIFTS for those challenged at Christmas.
DECEMBER 14" 10.45am: CHRISTMAS WITH THE CHILDREN AND AN
ADULT CHRISTMAS SKETCH.

DECEMBER 14" 4.30pm: THE NIGHT KIRK CHRISTMAS HAPPENING IN
OUR PARISH. Piper, Trumpeter, Clansmen, Shepherds, on the hillsides of
Perthshire. Mairi and Hamish (the Scottish names for Mary and Joseph)
enter Scone. The place is heaving, and there is dancing on the streets.
Brown and Blacks is full to overflowing but they are directed into a stable
nearby. This happening has folk engaged in it, including from Balbeggie,
Guildtown, St Martins, and all parts of Scone. All young people are invited to
dress as shepherds, modern or ancient, angels, clansmen and women in
their tartan. Parents are invited to participate too. The story unfolds in the
singing of Christmas Carols, and | have an unpublished carol, simple to sing,
written for me by my first music teacher, Emma Buchanan, which takes the
listeners and participants into the wonder of Christmas. Treats follow in the
hall afterwards.

DECEMBER 21t 10.45am CAROLS AND REFLECTION with
COMMUNION for the adults and a CHRISTMAS BLESSING OF THE
CHILDREN.

Each of the afore-mentioned services is in the Old Kirk, Burnside. Note the
arrangements now for CHRISTMAS EVE.

December 24" 6.30pm CHRISTINGLE SERVICE In Scone New Halls,
Balformo Road, for those who have to be in bed before Santa arrives.
December 24" 11.15pm COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING. 11.30pm the
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT SERVICE commences in Scone OIld Kirk,
Burnside.

December 28" 10.45am The Old Kirk, Burnside. LESSONS AND CAROLS
of CHRISTMAS, and having fun with a little toy Santa left the children. (The
minister always writes him a note for a can of blow bubbles)

ANYONE WISHING TO JOIN SCONE AND ST MARTINS BEFORE THE
END OF THE YEAR is asked to CONTACT, Maudeen, the Minister, NOW,
please.

THE MONTH OF JANUARY: In January we are in Scone New Church
Balformo Road at 10.45am each Sunday. January commences the Season
of Epiphany, the Season of Signs and of Wonders.
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January 4" is the FIRST SUNDAY OF THE NEW YEAR.

January 11" is the FIRST SUNDAY IN EPIPHANY and January 18" the
second Sunday in Epiphany.

Candle-light continues throughout this season and it is a time for Reflection.
January 25" is the Conversion of St Paul and it is Burns Day. Hymns to
Scottish tunes and Readings in Scots will be included in the service that day.
And, by that time, we will see the day light stretching.

Do pop in and join us, and enjoy being carried and loved through the winter
months to a new springtime.

With every blessing, Maudeen

CHRISTMAS COMPETITION FOR GARDENS AND WINDOWS!!!
SIGN UP!!!

This year, we are having a Christmas Competition and inviting Scone to take
part. Decorate your garden or window on a Christmas theme. There are
many Christmas Carols, Old and New, and imaginations can be used to
address the theme of Christmas — Nature Scenes, Climate, Peace not War,
Love came down at Christmas, Away in a Manger, Still the Night, Good King
Wenceslas, Remember your Neighbour, Heal the World, Be Socially Active,
Hark! The Herald Angels! — | could fill this page with suggestions but it would
be great to see yours in action. And, | am sure some will not forget Santa or
St Nicholas or Christmas Around the World even When Santa got stuck up

the Chimney, could make for enlightenment in our age @)

Go to it"!! If entering our competition email Linda and let her know. All
participants will receive a Certificate. And the Winner will receive their prize
following the service at 10.45 am in the Old Kirk, Burnside, on Sunday
21 December! Certificates will be presented then too, or emailed out.
Linda’s email and telephone number:

linda.a.massie@btinternet.com Telephone: 07500847477
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NIGHT KIRK AT CHRISTMAS TIME 4.30pm SCONE OLD KIRK,
BURNSIDE

ON THE 14" DECEMBER

The Pipe Major is coming, and the Trumpeter from the Boys Brigade,
Dancers are coming from St Martins and the Organist is arranged, and now
we need YOU!

”~n ~»N
S’

| have themed a Nativity on Scone and St Martins Parish. On the Perthshire
hills, the bagpipes are to be heard. The Clans are gathering with the
shepherds.

Children and Adults Young and Old and all In-betweens are invited to wear
tartan. We invite Shepherds, ancient or modern, to come dressed too, and
angels. A strange sound is to be heard in the Night Sky. It is the Trumpeter,
joined by the Herald Angels, and, so we sing, Hark the herald angels.

Scone is very busy that night! The hostels and bars are full to overflowing.
They’'ve come in too from Balbeggie, Guildtown, and St Martins, also. A
young couple are searching for a place to have their baby . .. it is hard
going for them . . . the highland fling is being danced on the streets . . .

As the dancers stop for a breather . . . the young couple make their way to
an out-shed, near Brown and Blacks where something special happens . . .
The night has stilled . . . and even the lowing cattle from the fields at Burnside
can be heard . . .

As a group sing a new Carol (well it's an unpublished Carol taught me by my
first music teacher, Emma Buchanan, kept in my head for we will not say
how many decades, and expressed in Staff Copy by Barbara Murray, to
whom | sang it in Sol Fah) the Carol tells the story simply, and each verse
sets the scene .... A lantern sheds a gentle light on Mary and on where her
baby lay — a choir of angels and the shepherds and clans gather around in
the next verse — then the wise appear — and then the merry bells ring out
Christmas Joy ....

Ah, now sing: Away in a manger, no crib for a bed.

Come dressed as Clans, Angels and Shepherds and be part of the
Christmas Happening here is Scone. Sing: It was on a starry night, when the
hills were bright, earth lay sleeping, when ...

At Christmas God enters our humanity. We ask God’s blessing on all in
Scone and much further afield, and sing: Giving Glory to Immanuel!
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Come and participate in Christmas in Scone and St Martins.

It would be lovely, also, if some dressed the parts at home in advance of the
service, and came along.

YOU ARE ALL WARMLY INVITED on 14" DECEMBER AND AT ALL
WORSHIP THROUGHOUT THIS SEASON.

THE 14TH DECEMBER AT 10.45am will also be GOOD!
ALL OUR TINIES AND CHILDREN WITH THEIR FAMILIES ARE
WELCOME.

Laura, our Sunday School Leader tells me that there are surprises in store
in the first part of the service, and Glen who is now doing his Honours in
Theatre Studies and whom many of you saw in Perth Theatre in a Starring
Role is involved in a sketch for the Adult Part of the Service. It would be
lovely if the Mothers and Toddlers Groups joined us. There is a Creche.

SENDING OUR LOVE TO MARGARET BUCHAN

| am sure we are all sending our Love to Margaret Buchan, our Organist.
Many are glad that you are back home from hospital. In every season, there
can be no place like home. You are missed but our thoughts and prayers are
with you.

We are not forgetting that the day of the Boy’s Brigade Coffee Morning is
your birthday. We wish you God’s blessing on your birthday, and hope you
have a special family time.

The speakers you have arranged for the Guild have been good, and Barbara
is ensuring the standard of fine Church Music is being upheld.

Perhaps, weather permitting, a group of Carol singers will sing near-by,
though we won’t come in. There will be a wee phone-call to ask which Carols
you would like to hear drifting through the Christmas air.

Meantime, the Love and Blessing of the Season be with you.
Maudeen, and on behalf of your very many friends in Scone and St Martins.



The talk at the meeting on 14 October was by Viscount Stormont, who spoke
on his family’s background, on Scone Palace and how it is now run as a
business. His talk was well received by all.

The next meeting was on 28 October by Barry Davidson on the Y Centre
(formerly YMCA) which was the old St Stephen’s Kirk in Atholl Street. It was
fascinating to hear and see the improvements made to the church and how
it helps youngsters with guidance in their lives. It was good to see a church
building being saved and used. Barry gave a real insight to what is there and
accommodation is also available.

On 11 November, we had Elaine Duncan, Chief of the Scottish Bible Society,
talking about projects that we raise money for — Bibles for Bairns. She gave
us a detailed account and slides which showed us how the project works —
the form to fill in, and what is received free from the Bible Society in the first
five years of the baby’s life. We are happy to advise anyone who has a baby
on the way in the forthcoming year.

Our speaker on 25 November was Simon Grant, owner of Health and Fitness
Scotland, based at Scone Airport. He spoke about the connections between
our mind, body and gut. He is a physiotherapist, hypnotherapist and
nutritionist who is currently filming a documentary about the impact what we
eat has on our mind and body.

We are now looking forward to our Christmas Lunch at Brown and Black’s
on 9 December.

Advance Notice - Our quiz Night is on 24 February at 7.30 pm in Burnside.
£5 per head, teams of 4. Please keep this date free! There will be
refreshments and a prize draw.

Dates for your diary:

« 13 January at 2.30 pm Beautiful Perth (Gordon Lindsay)
o 27 January at 7.30 pm Antartica (Jeanette Steele)

Bring and Buy Stall
« 10 February at 2.30 pm Robert Burns (Jonathan Buchan))

All welcome to any of our meetings which are held in Burnside Hall.

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year from the Guild.
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Session Clerk’s Report

As you will know, the Presbytery at its meeting on 1 November 2025,
decided that there would be boundary changes to the current parish and that
the ministerial post at Scone would be reduced from a fulltime minster to a
0.5 post, when our current minster retires. At the meeting, we put forward a
motion that this matter should be looked at more fully, as there had only been
one meeting with two members of the Planning Committee, where, in effect,
there was no consultation with the Kirk Session but we were told that this
what was going to happen. That's Presbyterian democracy in action! Our
motion was rejected, despite the fact that probably 90% of those attending
and voting would have difficulty knowing where St Martins was, let alone
know anything of the current situation.

We then objected to this proposal and asked for a review of the matter. This
was then sent to the General Trustees of the Church of Scotland and | have
now received the document that requires to be completed by 9 January and
returned to the Trustees. There is up to three months for a decision to be
made as to whether the matter should be reviewed.

Perhaps you should also know that | asked the question of what our
commitments to “121” would be if we had a reduction in ministry to 0.5. Our
commitment for 2026 would be £68,000 if we had a full time minister but on
reduction to a half time minister, we would still be sending £60,000. We
would then be subsiding non-contributing parishes with a fulltime minster but
not allowed to have a fulltime minister of our own. Where is the logic in that?
The Kirk Session will continue to pursue the matter until we think we have
reached a satisfactory conclusion. In the meantime, if you wish to write
directly to the Presbytery Clerk, his address and email address is as follows:
Presbytery Clerk, Presbytery Office: Suite F/3, Riverview House, Friarton
Road, Perth, PH2 8DF.

perth@churchofscotland.org.uk

Mike Moir, Session Clerk

Leslie McCorkindale

As many of you will already know, Leslie died on Friday 17 October at the
age of 94. He had a close association with the church in Scone as an elder,
as a Boys’ Brigade officer and the posts he held within the congregation as
Clerk to the Congregational Board and also for two years as Session Clerk,
when | had leave of absence from the post.

Latterly, Leslie suffered from Alzheimers but | will remember him as a very
good friend, someone with whom you could always have a great
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conversation with and from whom you could learn a great deal. He had a
ready wit, had such a great knowledge of the world and you could always
depend on him, no matter what the situation. | will always remember the
great friendship that Leslie, Stan McMillan and | had, and the wonderful
evenings when, with a wee dram in our hands, we put the world to rights,
and even the Church of Scotland.

He will be sadly missed by all those who knew him, and he will be fondly
remembered.

Gordon Lamond

Gordon was an elder of the kirk for over fifty years and was a great supporter
of the Boys’ Brigade. As part of his service to the church, Gordon was Fabric
Convener for several years, and was responsible for the internal decoration
of Scone OId as it currently stands. Gordon was a very keen bowler and
played to a very high standard. In later years, he suffered from back
problems which curtailed his bowling.

He also enjoyed a wee dram (seems to be a consistent part of being an
elder!) and was excellent company. Our sympathies go to his family.

Mike Moir, Session Clerk

Glebe Orchard Project

Progress is being made with regard to the orchard project. We have now
received confirmation for Perth and Kinross Council of funding for the project
and also, to assist our start up, a donation of £500 has been received from
the Village Association.

We are currently waiting for the lease agreement between the group and the
General Trustees of the Church of Scotland, so that we can then get a bank
account. If all goes to plan we intend to hold an open meeting in mid-January
and invite the public to come along and see what we intend to take place. |
have had several enquiries about the purchase of a tree in memory of family
members and if you are interested in doing so, just let me know.

We hope to be able to start planting the first trees in February 2026.
Mike Moir
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Pastoral Care

Autumn has been a busy time for the Pastoral Committee. There have been
2 film lunches — “Moulin Rouge” with Ewan McGregor and a fun musical
“Sing 2” enjoyed by 6 children and grans during the school holidays. It has
been decided to discontinue the Hot Dog lunches as the low uptake does
not justify the time and preparation involved.

“Billy Elliot” will be the next regular film on 22 January at 12 noon in Burnside
Hall. Please book by phoning 551560, 552370 or through Church Facebook
Messenger.

It was a pleasure to host the short informal afternoon communion on
26 October. There was a nice gathering of those less able to manage the
formal morning service — the cakes and catch up afterwards were good too.
If you missed this and it would meet your circumstances look out for a repeat
on the Sunday of April communion.

Christingle — This early Christmas Eve service for all
ages shares the love and the light of Christmas
through song, story and activity.

Come and join in at 6.30 pm on 24 December at
6.30 pm in Balformo Hall. Mince pies to follow.

Fellowship Lunch

Fellowship Lunches continue to be well supported — over 50 at the
November meal. Christmas will be celebrated with all the trimmings in
December and the extra effort from all the staff who work at lunches
throughout the year is much appreciated.

Please note that 1% lunch in the new year is on
& “ 8 January and not the normal 1st Thursday of
the month. February will be back to the 1%
Thursday of the month — 5 February.
Cost for lunch is £5, all welcome.

Flowers which are a feature of Sunday worship are shared to cheer,
congratulate and sympathise through the congregations ups and downs of
life. Please take a turn to contribute and to keep us informed - please contact
Margaret McMillan.
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Community carol singing within the residential homes in the
village will be on Friday 19 December starting at 2.15 pm in
the Robert Douglas Home, Abbey Road. An opportunity to
enjoy the songs of the season and bring cheer to those “shut
in” so come along ready to celebrate - Santa hats and
Christmas jumpers welcome.

As we move through advent to Christmas may we seek and find joy and
peace.

Margaret McMillan, Pastoral Care Committee, 01738 551560/07393851332

Sunday Club |
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Over the last few weeks of Sunday Club we have been learning all about the
animals God has created and how some of these animals feature in the
nativity story. We’'ve had fun making sheep biscuits and have looked at what
animals might have been in the stable when Jesus was born.

We would absolutely love to see some new faces at Sunday Club, everyone
will be made very welcome. We meet at 11:40 am on Sunday mornings.

The Sunday Club will take a break over the Christmas holidays (Sundays
21st, 28th December and 4th January) and return on 11th January for more
fun and games.

Laura Oxburgh




Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2025

A huge thank you to everyone who supported
this year's appeal. We delivered 21 shoe
boxes and £270in donations to the Perth
Blytheswood team. We received this letter of
thanks:

On behalf of the Perth Blythswood team | would just like to say a massive
thank you to everyone who contributed or helped in any way to make this
year's shoebox appeal a great success.

Over the 4 days of the sort our volunteers opened, checked and repacked
6,830 shoeboxes which were loaded onto the lorry destined for Odessa in
Ukraine on Thursday afternoon. Our best year so far! It was a great effort
and wonderful to see how everyone worked together to make this possible.

Each hat or scarf that has been knitted, each pencil, notebook, toy or bar of
soap donated will be gratefully received and will bring hope and joy to many
people living in difficult circumstances.

So thank you again, we couldn't have managed all this without you.
Best wishes, Heather Fletcher, Perth Blythswood Team

Marian Forgan and Moira Daly

Sunday Teas & )

Thank you to everyone who helps each Sunday to make sure we have a cup
of tea or coffee and a chance to catch up after morning worship in Scone. As
we go into December the teas have already raised £1329.50 this year. This
money goes to the Treasurer to help with the ongoing work of the Church
and its upkeep.

By the time you read this we will have had our St Andrew's Day clootie
dumpling and we are getting ready for 14 December when we will have some
Christmas cake which has kindly been donated by a church member.

Thank you for your continued support.

Marian Forgan and Moira Daly
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By the time that many of the readers get this newsletter we will hopefully
have had a successful coffee morning. This plus the Christmas card delivery
service helps us to pay the annual fees that we have to pay to BB HQ. If
you were there then many thanks. We are having our usual Christmas card
delivery service in the village again this year. Stamps are 40p each and they
are available from officers; at the Hub; at the church; and the Sweetie Shop
and the Spar. Post boxes are at the Sweetie Shop; the Spar and at both
church halls. Last date for posting is 13" December.

During the school holidays in October | went with one of our Seniors and one
from the Junior Section to present a cheque for the proceeds of our 2024/25
fun run to the SCAA at Scone airport. After a discussion with one of the fund
team we went out to the helicopter where the duty pilot and two paramedics
met us to answer questions about the SCAA and their jobs. A highlight was
that the lads were allowed to sit up front in the helicopter.

Last weekend our four King's men went to the skills course at BB Scotland
HQ at Carronvale House, Larbert. This is one element of the requirements
for gaining the King's Badge. Unfortunately one of them took unwell on the
Friday night and had to go home but the other three all successfully
completed the course.

At the beginning of November we took part in the Battalion dodge ball
tournament. Our team was in a three way tie for first place but just failed to
come out top in the play offs. Again by the time that this newsletter reaches
its audience the Perth Battalion will have hosted the mid Scottish swimming
gala at Perth Leisure pool. Some 60+ member of the BB and the BB Girls
Association will have taken part in the event with the first three getting a gold;
silver or bronze medal in each event. As part of badge work activity we
recently had a pizza making night. There were some very interesting
concoctions. The boys say that they enjoyed making and eating the pizza
and | understand that there were no cases of food poisoning.

Unfortunately our roll still only numbers seven in the Company
Section/Seniors which makes doing drill a bit difficult. Next year hopefully
the numbers will increase as there are at least seven lads who are eligible
to come up from the Junior Section. There is space in all sections for new
boys so if anyone knows of anyone who would like to become involved then
please get them to come along.

lain Lamond

15



.@ CHRISTIAN AID WISH YOU A
HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL 2026

NO CRIB FOR ABED WHEN YOU'RE FLEEING VIOLENCE.

This year, Christian Aid’s Christmas appeal asks us to remember the many
who are fleeing violence. At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
Prince of peace - a baby born in a time of division and conflict. He calls us
today to be compassionate peacemakers who act justly. Christmas is a time
to live our values and love our neighbours. Christian Aid hopes you'll feel
moved to join them and act for families like Chance’s.

CHANCE’S STORY - ‘As soon as my child was born, we fled. All he knows
is a world where bombs fall from the sky’. When armed conflict swept
through Chance’s community in the Democratic Republic of Congo, she saw
her shop looted and her neighbour raped. Clutching her newborn baby and
rallying her children, Chance fled on foot, carrying whatever she could. As
jet fighters screamed overhead and bombs fell around the family, Chance
felt her recent caesarean open. Chance tells us she is haunted by the image
of herself running with two month old Siborge, who was wearing only a
nappy. It's a stark reminder of how fragile a precious newborn’s life is in a
war zone.

Courageous Chance found medical assistance and relative safety in
Katashola camp for displaced persons. Now, in a temporary shelter, she
has nothing of value and fears that her husband is dead. Chance’s children
are hungry and at grave risk of malnutrition and malaria. She tells us: ‘Here
in the camp, people need food, blankets, clothing, mattresses, jellycans
and saucepans. The life | am living with this baby is very painful.
Even finding soap to wash him is so difficult’.

This year we are holding a 'Mince Pie Sunday’ in aid of Christian Aid’s
Christmas appeal where there will be envelopes which you are invited to fill
to contribute and where you can enjoy a mince pie or shortbread with your
cuppa after the service. It is held on 7 December. | am aware that this
edition of Church News will not reach many of you before this date. If you
wish to contribute after this, | will have envelopes available on Sunday
14 December or you can donate on ‘ caid.org.uk/Christmas appeal’

CAROL SINGING — Come and join the Christian Aid representatives and
friends at Dobbies Garden Centre, Perth on Saturday 13 December from
11 am until 11.45 am and then from 12 noon until 12.45 pm. Come for the
whole time or just one session. It is a great way to start off your Christmas
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celebrations and raise funds for Christian Aid Christmas Appeal. All
welcome. For more information speak to:

Peggy Lamond (Scone and St Martins Christian Aid representative)

Social and Fund Raising

Our COFFEE MORNING - Saturday 18th October 2025 in Burnside Hall
raised the magnificent sum of £1144.82 and our SCOTTISH COUNTRY
DANCE - Saturday 15th November 2025 - Balformo Hall, raised £415. These
amounts are great and much appreciated by the committee and the Church
Treasurer.

| wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped in any way
with all the Fund Raising events this year. Whether you donated baking,
served coffees and teas, washed dishes, donated prizes, assisted on Stalls,
called 'House' at the Bingo or Country Danced, | and my committee
appreciate all the help and assistance we receive. So a HUGE THANK YOU
to all.

FUND RAISING EVENTS FOR 2026

7 March Scottish Country Dance, Balformo Road Halls, 2 to 4 pm
14 March Coffee Morning, Burnside Halls, 10 am to 12 noon
17 April Bingo Tea, Burnside Halls, 7.30 pm

May | also take the opportunity to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Prosperous 2026.

Anne Lamond, Social & Fund Raising Convener, Tel 07711394452

Gaza Brunch

This community fundraiser was held to raise money for charities Medicins
Sans Frontiers and the International Red Cross who are active in the
devastated areas of Gaza which touch our hearts as we watch TV news.

The sum raised is £1137.60. Thank you to “Team Gaza” who came together
to run the day and to all who supported the event with generous donations.
Special thanks for the Spar Shop, Abbey Road for fresh rolls and Lindsay
Butchers for fillings.

Margaret McMillan
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Children’s Story — Mary’s Baby

One day | went to see a new baby. She was just lovely! She had tiny hands
and tiny feet; a little nose and very small ears. Her hair was black. She lay
there all wrapped up, as warm and cosy as could be. | said to her, "Hello!
Glad to see you!" One day long ago, Mary had her new baby. His name was
Jesus. He lay there all wrapped up, warm and cosy, in a manger which was
filled with hay for the animals. Mary looked at her little baby, at his tiny hands
and feet; at his little nose and ears. She said to herself, "Isn't he just lovely!"

Baby Jesus was very special. Yes! very special indeed! He had lived with
Father God until God sent him to live in our world. He came to help us love
God and love one another. Jesus is God's very own Son, sent that first
Christmas to love and help us all. Then he went back, after his work on earth
was done, to live with God again.

e @:} Children’s Prayer

/ - v Thank You, Father, for Christmas.

@\ (0 We spend many weeks preparing for this festival of

(% ) giving and remember the special gift You gave us of
Jesus.

The tree we use at Christmas was named by an eighth-century English
missionary, St Boniface. In Germany he chopped down an oak tree that was
being used in a pagan service and there, trying to grow among its roots, was
a small fir. He dedicated it to Jesus as the Christ tree, the evergreen symbol
of Peace.

Anne Lamond




Scottish
Bible
Society

Have you heard of Bibles for Bairns?

| know that some of you will have attended the talk given by Elaine Duncan
on 11 November at the Guild, but for those who were not able to attend here
is information about Bibles for Bairns.

Any parent, carer or family member can register any baby born in this year
2025. Once registered, on the child’s first birthday they will receive a Share-
a-Story Bible, then on their 2nd,3rd and 4th birthdays they will receive
birthday cards and a fun resource to encourage the whole family to keep
engaging with the Bible. On their 5th birthday they will receive a Children’s
Bible to start to read for themselves and explore with the whole family. You
can register your baby on the Scottish Bible Society website
www.scottishbiblesociety.org The Bibles for Bairns registration box is the
first thing you see so click on the link and follow the instructions, OR you can
fill out the form in the leaflet. It is also possible to register more than one
baby at a time.

Did you know that the well known proverb: -
“A red sky at night is a shepherds delight, and a red sky in the morning is a
shepherds warning” is based on Matthew’s gospel chapter 16 verses 2 and
3. Have a look and see if I’'m right or wrong.

Please don’t forget to keep the used stamps from your Christmas cards or
parcels they raise about £1,000.00 a quarter.

May | take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy Christmas and every
blessing and good wishes for 2026.

Frances Moir
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Scone & St Martins Parish Church Finances
Receipts for 6 months ended 31 October 2025
(excluding Guild and Clubs)

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 2025 2024
RECEIPTS £ £
Offerings 48,526 49,626
Appeals 415 600
Tax recovered on Gift Aid 10,664 11,151
Donations 3,713 3,869
Legacy 0 5,000
Weddings and funerals 2,046 1,460
Contributions from congregational organisations 1,680 1,595
Hall Lets 14,916 15,917
Fundraising events (net income) 7,745 8,069
Other income 3,225 2,278
Withdrawals from Consolidated Fabric Fund 0 2,900
Total Receipts 92,930 102,465
Notes:

Offerings have continued to show improvement, but still 2% down on last
year.

The tax recoveries include the first two quarters of 2025.

Donations include £1,162 from Ashton McKenzie Trust, and £200 from
Fellowship Lunches, towards expenditure incurred in 2024.

Last year we received a legacy from the estate of the late Bob Wallace.
This year, the November figures will show a £5,000 legacy from the late
Graham Watson’s estate.

The contributions from congregational organisations are from the
Belleplate Group (£350), Badminton Club (£280), the Guild (£500), the
Knit & Chat Group (£150), and the Country Dance Club (£400).
Fundraising is from the Quiz (£262), Movie Lunches (£444), Country
Dance (£342), Coffee Mornings (£2,214), the Bingo Tea (£1,222), and
Summer Fair (£3,261).

Other income includes £405 for sale of St Martins furniture, and £2,320
bank interest and dividends.

Our withdrawal from the Consolidated Fabric Fund will be £3,000 this
year, to come in November.

Our expenditure is up on last year, particularly on repairs and
maintenance, examiner’s fee, and other licence fees.
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o After 10 months we are showing a deficit of £17,508. November and
December will reduce the deficit, but we will need to make another Appeal
to the congregation this Christmas.

Robin Walker, Treasurer

Knit and Chat

Wishing all of the group a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. All welcome on 7 January and
4 February 2026.

Anne Gellatly 01738 552730

The Hub

Community Café

Christmas will be at the Hub on 17 December. Wishing all customers and
volunteers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We are back after the festivities on 7 January 2026 at 10 till 12 for delicious
home baking, teas, coffee and chat. All welcome.

Ann Gellatly, 01738 552370

3

e 2 = 1Y = R |
= W 'n;\.[_ N o —
o~ - - ___ e y

= C. ﬁrts tmas T’r'ayer

Lord, bless us,
this Christmas with
Peace that passes all

understanding,
Joy that is beyond

material possessions,
Love that Rrnows no
boundaries, and
Strength that emanates
Sfrom faith in You.
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PARISH DIARY

Dec 9 | 12.30 pm Guild Christmas Lunch Brown & Black’s’
10 |10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
14 | 9.30 am Morning Worship Balbeggie Hall

10.45 am Morning Worship Scone Old
4.30 pm Night Kirk Scone Old
17 | 10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
191215 pm Community Carol Singing RDM Home
21110.45 am Morning Worship Burnside Hall
7.00 pm Carol Singing Scone Old
24 16.30 pm Christingle Balformo Hall
11.15 pm Comminuity Carols then Scone Old
11.30 pm Midnight Service
28 | 10.45 am Morning Worship Scone Old
Jan 4| 10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
7 10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
10.30 am Knit n Chat Balformo Hall
8 112.30 pm Fellowship Lunch Burnside Hall
111 9.30 am Morning Worship Balbeggie Hall
10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
131 2.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall
14| 10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
181 10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
21| 10am -12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
251 9.30 am Morning Worship Guildtown Hall
10.45 am Morning Worship Scone Old
27 | 7.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall
28 | 10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
Feb 1| 10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
41 10am-12noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
10.30 am Knit n Chat Balformo Hall
5112.30 pm Fellowship Lunch Burnside Hall
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Scone Rotas

Welcoming Party Reader Beadle
14 Dec | Mike Moir, Dorothy Morrison Mike Moir Bob Murray
Kate Carswell
21 | Linda Thomson, Robin Walker Robin Walker Mike Moir
Rosalene West
28 | lan Baillie, Hamish Breckenridge Hamish Paul Stewart
Margaret Breckenridge Breckenridge
Jan 4 | Kate Carswell, Moira Daly Marian Forgan Ross Merson
Marian Forgan
11 | Anne Lamond, Peggy Lamond Anne Lamond Gordon Pirie
Linda Massie
18 | Margaret McMillan, Ross Merson Ross Merson Robin Walker
Moira Daly
25 | Frances Moir, Mike Moir Mike Moir lan Baillie
Dorothy Morrison
Feb 1 | Linda Thomson, Robin Walker Robin Walker Hamish
Rosalene West Breckenridge
Teas
Tea Duty Milk and Money
Dec 14 | Linda Massie, Moira Daly, Linda Thomson Linda Massie
21 | Marian Forgan, Margaret & Hamish Breckenridge Marian Forgan
28 | Moira Daly, Rosalene West, Noreen Hunter Moira Daly
Jan 4 | Cona Beatson, Viv Croal, Daphne Forbes Cona Beatson
11 | Val Grossart, Christine Townend, Margaret Lobban | VVal Grossart
18 | Margaret & Hamish Breckenridge, Kate Carswell Margaret Breckenridge
25 | Moira Daly, Rae Farrow, Marian Forgan Moira Daly
Feb 1 | Joan Gilchrist, Aileen Hamilton, Anne Lamond Joan Gilchrist
Flowers
Donating Delivering
Dec 14 | Margaret Breckenridge Margaret Breckenridge
21 | AN Other Helen Lowe
28 | Marian Forgan Kate Carswell
Jan 4 | Moira Ramsay Val Grossart
11 | Maudeen MacDougall Caroline Haddow
18 | Vacant Peggy Lamond
25 | Vacant Helen Lowe
Feb 1 | Marie Kemp Margaret McMillan
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CONTACT DETAILS

Minister

Rev Maudeen MacDougall
Tel 01738 551942

Email: Maudeen.Macdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Mike Moir
Tel 01738 551549
Email: mikemoir@blueyonder.co.uk

Rollkeeper

Kate Carswell
Tel 01738 551174
Email: katecarswell@hotmail.co.uk

Editor Church News

Moira Daly
Tel 01738 552773
Email: moiradalyscone54@amail.com

CONVENERS
Communications Christine Munro 01738 628349
Finance Douglas Calderwood 01738 553399
Pastoral Care Margaret McMillan 01738 551560
Property Mike Moir 01738 551549
Safeguarding Marian Forgan 01738 552064
Social & Fundraising Anne Lamond 01738 552262
USEFUL CONTACTS

Boys’ Brigade lain Lamond 01738 553582
Christian Aid Peggy Lamond 01738 553582
Church Flowers Margaret Buchan 01738 621814
Church Office Roksolana Clark 01738 553900
Fellowship Lunch Margaret McMillan 01738 551560
Free Will Offering Margaret Nicol 01738 552232
Envelopes/Gift Aid

Guild Helen Moir 01738 551549
Hub Ann Gellatly 01738 552370
Knit n Chat Ann Gellatly 01738 552370
PACT Hamish Breckenridge 01738 551072
Sunday Club Laura Oxburgh 07789014142
Treasurer Robin Walker 01738 551936

Scottish Charity No SC007094
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