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Parish Register
Deaths

22 August 2025 Catherine (Rena) Grant, formerly Scone
23 August 2025 James Moncrieff, formerly Scone
26 August 2025 Archibald McGowan, Guildtown

Church News
Material for the next edition should be forwarded to the church office (tel
553900; email sconeandstmartinschurch@gmail.com) or to the editor Moira
Daly (moiradalyscone54@gmail.com) by Thursday 27 November 2025.
Please send in any items you think will be of interest to the congregation.

Church Office

Opening hours: Wednesday 9.30 am to 12 noon
Friday 4.30 pm to 6.00 pm

Email and Phone only: Monday 9.30 am to 12 noon
Friday 9.30 am to 11.00 am

Address: Balformo Road, Scone, PH2 6QX

Contact: 01738 553900 or email

sconeandstmartinschurch@gmail.com

PRAYER CHAIN

A Telephone Prayer Chain is available to support in prayer any person/s in
the church or community, or their family or friends whether living here or
elsewhere, particularly if urgent prayer is required for matters such as iliness,
operations or other problems. Phone requests to Lilian at 01738 553651 or,
if she is unavailable, to lan and Alison at 01821 640450 or Frances at 01738
552681.



mailto:moiradalyscone54@gmail.com

Dear Friends,

As | write, it is Harvest time. Harvest time is so special. The Church will look
colourful and the air will be full of the fruits of the harvest. Our thanksgiving
will commence with the 9.30am service in Guildtown and follow with the
service in Scone New at 10.45am. Three farmers and those closely
associated with farming life will prepare the Harvest Table in Guildtown Hall.
God’s blessings, and the wonders and challenges of nature, and humanity’s
response to the harvest provision, may not be far from their minds. Farming
life and challenge is oft times not the easiest to cope with, and too often we
who are not engaged in these, from some distance take all blessings for
granted! There is something to be said for the adult mind and experience
prompted, to consideration of all that we are about in our time, by the
innocence of the old children’s grace: “Thank you for the world so sweet,
thank you for the food we eat, thank you for the birds that sing, thank you
God for everything. Amen” Thanks be to God for our farmers and farming
friends, thanks be to God for the world of nature and creation, and thanks be
to God for all our blessings.

In Scone, we stand in solidarity with our farmers and farming communities,
and a feature of our thanksgiving, along with the grain, fruits and vegetables,
is the display of the sunflowers. The sunflowers speak of our solidarity in
Hope for the world. Recall these words from Genesis 8 verse 22: ... “As long
as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and
winter, day and night will never cease.” And, these words from Psalm 107:1:
"Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever! In 1 Thessalonians 5: 18 we read: "Give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God's will for you who belong”. In 2 Corinthians 9:10, we read:”
"He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness.” Galatians 6: 9 reminds us:” Let us not be weary in well doing:
for in due season, we shall reap, if we faint not. Remember, Jesus said,
(Luke 10:2) The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore,
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his
harvest. In John 12: 23, we read: Truly, truly | say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit. In John 11: 25 we read: And Jesus said: | am the Resurrection
and the Life. Whoever has faith in me shall live, even though they die; and
no one who lives and has faith in me shall ever die. “The sun flower in the
harvest sanctuary speaks our Hope in Christ, and may you, in your lives,
give witness to the Hope we have in Jesus Christ.

Harvest is a special season.



| am reminded too of that poem to which | was first introduced when young,
viz., John Keats poem, Ode to Autumn. “Season of mists and mellow
fruitfulness, close bosomed friend of the maturing sun”. Why not read the
poem? | have books of Keats and other poets on my shelves but, whether
you have or not, it is well worth delving into “Poetry Foundation” on the WEB.
Then, click the box for More About This Poem. Once into the box, click for
his Full Biography. It is excellent. There is no doubting Keats use of his
brainpower, his appreciation of Beauty and Peace, and his capacity to
commend his close friend to God'’s blessing. Let me whet your appetite.

“Keats was said to have been born in his maternal grandfather’s stable, the
Swan and Hoop, near what is now Finsbury Circus, but there is no real
evidence for this birthplace, or for the belief that his family was particularly
poor . . . Although Keats had a liberal education in the boy’s academy at
Enfield and trained at Guy’s Hospital to become a surgeon, he had no formal
literary education. Yet Keats today is seen as one of the canniest readers,
interpreters, questioners, of the “modern” poetic project-which he saw as
beginning with Wiliam Wordsworth - to create poetry in a world devoid of
mythic grandeur, poetry that sought its wonder in the desires and sufferings
of the human heart.” He did not escape experience of “the romance of the
London circle of artists and intellectuals who supported progressive causes
and democratic reform, and opposed the aristocratic counterrevolution then
waging war on Napoleon . . . in April 1814, when the kings of Europe had
defeated Napoleon, amid the general optimism in England, liberals,
including Keats in “On Peace,” called on the victors to support reform.” It
may be said of Keats that intellectual debate, philosophical and spiritual
challenge were not his to escape. Creation and beauty he did not escape
either. When at the untimely age of 25, he died of TB, he did commend his
closest friend to God’s blessing, and he certainly had an appreciation of
Beauty.

| was reminded of this when looking on the WEB for a modern harvest poem
to share. They all seemed a bit “tra 1a”, jingly in tone and substance.
However, | extract two verses from “When We See The Harvest” by Susan
Y Nikitenko.

Be grateful, be humble, give thanks to the Lord; He has showered His
blessing here in our world. But have we been faithful, and have we been
true? Have we put God first in all that we do?

A harvest of souls and a harvest of love; A harvest of mercy from our Father
above.

When we see the harvest, let's see through God's eyes; And share with the
nations the life He supplies.



It is good that our daily sharing this year has included gifts for the foodbank.
And yet there are so many needs to be met. | should particularly like to hear
from those who feel house-bound and lonely, and from those struggling to
make ends meet, including young families. Often too, | feel we could be
doing a lot more for those who know mental challenge and physical. The
Church provides fellowship in the course of a week. Often it is those who
can arrive under their own steam or through the help of a friend who benéefit,
and though that is great, the others concern me. Please make contact if we
can help. Telephone 01738 551842 and leave your name and telephone
number.

Blessings, Maudeen

Following on from The Harvest Message a Plea:

In the Parable of the Sower, we read: “If you have ears to hear, then hear”.
If you are not already engaged in the reaching out of the congregation, and
are reasonably healthy, do give thought to putting aside some time to help.
There is much | can offer but oft times feel so many skills | have in my kit
bag go ignored. Time and again, | ask for people to show some interest in
doing something new but the same folk cannot be called on time and time
again. Also, new people bring their own new ideas. Some say, “we’re worried
that we trample on others toes.” The time has come not to be frightened but
simply to engage.

| am making a personal plea and wish you to respond in person to me. Will
anyone help in a story telling and sharing afternoon? The first story we might
share is the Jesus picnic, the feeding of the 5,000, and its significance. You
might like to share stories and photos of a picnic you were on and what was
enjoyable about it. If you would like to paint your pleasure or illustrate it in
some way, we’d give a short time for that. But we’d have a picnic and a sing-
a-long, and a prayer and blessing before we go home.

There are many great stories in the Bible to share. David and Goliath might
be another one. One of Paul's encounters on his journeying might be
another. Consider the lilies of the field and the birds of the air, might be
another. Everything simple and sharing. And so, | could go on. We all have
different experiences to share but there will always be some refreshment
and a sing-a-long, and a prayer and blessing just as we prepare to go home.
INFORMAL.

Others may like to help get an After Eight Club going for those who enjoy
some dynamic, singles, married, friends within and out with the
congregation.



Would you help, or do you have a son or daughter, or partner who would
help, with a teenagers’ non-alcoholic club on a Friday or a Saturday or a
Sunday evening?

You might be interested in getting a candle-lit Night Kirk going. Can you help
theme Stations in the Church on a variety of themes? Are you musical?
Artistic? Up for taking part in a Sketch? Able to make a pot of stovies from
time to time, etc.? What time? Does 4.30pm interest you or is another time
better? 4.30pm has proved popular in some places as it follows shopping,
football etc. What do you think?

Would you be interested in helping with activities for children mid-week or
on a Sunday? Do you have an age group or interest group for which you
would like us to cater?

Are you into art work and publicity? Could you help with visiting organisations
and showing an interest in all that they do? Would you be willing to deliver
leaflets about all that is on offer and an invitation to come and explore all we
are up to?

Most of those happenings do not require you to be PVG checked as they are
open to all. Children’s and Teenagers’ work would require this but help with
the process is at hand.

| am keeping, as | have kept, a record of response, as | am sure this will be
helpful in the future planning towards ministry in the parish. | am also keeping
a record of the response to the plea to be invitational to others. We are called
to Mission and Outreach. But to be Missional you have to be about and
around the Church on Sundays as on all days. No prizes for considering
yourselves too spiritual or indifferent to engage with others involved in
congregational life.

Do we need a sanctuary in Scone for the future? That you will demonstrate
by your commitment to Jesus Christ and his Unconditional Love. Your
readiness to respond to Christ's Word and Example, and the Power of the
Spirit, will answer the question.

Presbytery in its Planning for the future will have much to occupy its mind,
prayerfully led, we would expect, by God’s Spirit. But what we expect, we
must be living, as human temples of God’s Spirit, and this includes lack of
judgement of one another and humility. | am committed, as long as God calls
me to Scone and St Martins. The Union, Tripartite in its nature truly matters
to me, as | have evidenced in keeping worship going in all three sanctuaries
until the sale of St Martins went through. All that was asked for insurance
purposes was that something happen every 42 days or so but such was my
commitment to this Union that worship was offered every week in both Scone
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and St Martins. You will recall the Closing Service and the Presentation in
Scone of Records and Artefacts. And, | give thanks, supporting worship and
pastoral care in all parts of the parish, that we also have opportunity to come
together in the Trinity of Love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, our Guide and
Leader.

In Presbytery Planning, we must be respecting of the Life-blood of the Kirk.
| give thanks for those who in leadership have kept truly active in mind and
spirit and commitment. This | am sure is appreciated by all who having
reached advanced years still keep alive in their spiritual support. That all
able-bodied members, on the Church Roll, take stock of their commitment
to Jesus Christ, is vital, as is their supporting spiritually, physically,
practically, and financially, the work of Christ in this place and time. Thanks
be to God for those who do.

In closing, | leave you with these words: Summer and winter and springtime
and harvest, Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, join with all nature
in manifold witness, to Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Pardon for
sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to
guide, Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow— Blessings all mine,
with ten thousand beside!

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new
mercies | see: All | have needed Thy hand hath provided— Great is Thy
faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

In Harvest Blessing,
Maudeen

Cause for Thanksgiving

It was so good to read the news that Huntington’s Disease treatment shows
Promise in a new trial, and that many are experiencing a “feeling of hope™
as Huntington's disease is treated for the first time in a 'groundbreaking' UK
trial. Well done the researchers. May they know the blessing, and may many
go on to know the benefit of this harvest gift.

Having ministered over the years to a number of people who have met the
challenges of suffering from this disease, lovely, lovely people, | can rejoice
with those meeting these challenges today and with their families. And, | am
sure the families of those who once suffered give thanks too for this news,
among them medics and nurses.

Thanks be to God for this harvest!

As we hear the news, we pray for continued advances including advances
in further research on Alzheimer’s, Dementia, Brain disorders, Epilepsy,
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Motor Neuron Disease, Parkinson’s, Strokes, Cancer treatments, Spasticity,
and so many more. And we give thanks for those who have reached the
pinnacle of their professions and, amid their considerable gifts for healing,
teaching, and administration, continue to be motivated by their love and
respect for humanity, we pray that all who follow them will be led to do
likewise. May God bless them.

Maudeen

Scone Glebe Community Orchard

Progress is being made towards the establishment of the community orchard
in the glebe field just beyond the car park at Scone Old. The General
Trustees of the Church of Scotland, who own the land, have agreed to the
setting up of the project. The committee members met with a representative
from a company who deal with orchards and their establishment. We have
been advised as to how to set up the orchard and it is hoped that planting
will be done in the early part of the New Year, as this is the best time of year
to plant fruit trees. The funding for the project is coming from Perth and
Kinross Council. The committee has drawn up a list of required items, with
projected costs.

Further details will be made available as soon as matters have been
finalised, and it is intended to have an open day so that anyone in the
community who is interested can take part in the initial planting and the
continued maintenance that will be required. If you can let me have your
name if you are willing to assist, that would be very helpful.

Also, several people have shown an interest in buying a tree as a
remembrance to a loved one and, again, if this is of interest to you, please
let me know. The cost of a tree plus other associated cost will be around the
£30 mark.

This is an exciting project and it hoped that there will be sufficient interest
within the whole community to ensure its success.

Mike Moir

Now he who supphes seed 10 the sower
and bread for food will also supply
and increase your store of seed
and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.
2 Corinthians 9:10



Letter from the Moderator of the General Assembly

In Scotland we know too well that we need God to shine, to enter the hearts
and homes of those who struggle against poverty and marginalisation.

In May the General Assembly endorsed Scotland Demands Better, a broad
civil society movement of people and organisations seeking to transform our
society and challenge the injustices which make life so much harder for
people who have less to begin with.

The main part of Scotland Demands Better is a march and rally in Edinburgh
on Saturday 25 October. I'm writing to you to say - you are invited! Let's hit
the streets together and show Scotland that Christians are witnesses to a
God who puts the poorest and the least at the forefront. Simply turn up
outside the Scottish Parliament from 1030 for a 1100 start with your banners,
flags and placards. Church folk from all traditions and denominations are
invited to journey together and to meet behind the visitor entrance building
at this spot: https://what3words.com/wiping.small.chief

If you want to find out more, come to a special free webinar which is being
organised by our Public Life and Social Justice team, on Monday 6 October
at 7pm. Follow this link to register for your place.

If you can't make it to Edinburgh on 25 October then we ask you to remember
this movement in your prayers, and to spread the news among your
congregation and communities. Resources for prayer and communication
will be made available on a dedicated Scotland Demands Better section of
the Church of Scotland website shortly. With the Scottish Parliament
elections taking place in May, now is the time to get people thinking about
what can be done to support our neighbours and be a visible witness to
Christ's teaching and inclusion on the streets as well as in our churches.

Questions to FaithAction@churchofscotland.org.uk or sign up to email
updates from Scotland Demands Better

This has come in today, 26 September, from the Presbytery. Frankly, many
have considered for some time that it is way beyond time that the Church
took to the streets about various issues, so it is good that something is
happening. | hope in this that we are embracing a breadth of concern, not
forgetting the sick, the dying, those bereaved and left wondering as to
whether this would have been so, if care and action had been faster. And
there are the challenged in body and mind who often fear neglect, lack of
neighbourliness, lack of caring facilities, and appointments cancelled as
people strike for higher wages while others absolutely live on the breadline.
Ministry in the Church is a 24hour service. We call out the importance of
Christ’s Unconditional Love!
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THANK YOU

Thank you to Mike Moir for all he is doing to forward the Orchard Project. It
is rather good to hear of the Community Organisations willing to be involved.
If these fruits grow as well as the ones in the Manse Garden, we will have
no cause for complaint. Apple Crumble and Apple and Bramble will soon be
the staple food here.

Thank you also to Robin Walker for keeping the Church Finances before us.
The household budget for the Church, as with our domestic budgets
increases with a rise in prices, and if repairs become necessary, we have to
meet them. Anything we can all do to help, | am sure, would be appreciated.

Employment of a Youth Leader of Christian conviction must be on the near
horizon. Does anyone feel like pursuing grant applications? | am sure that
also would be helpful.

Thank you to Helen Moir for the many years she has led the Sunday Club.
There will be opportunity to say a proper thank you. Meantime, thank you to
Laura Oxburgh, by far the youngest minister’'s daughter on our Church Roll,
and one of our Mums, for taking on the Sunday Club. Laura has experience
of working with babies, school pupils, and teenagers, and her own bright
young daughter is now at the RDM School. Good to hear that Marie and
daughters are back too. I'm shy about printing names without permission but
we know our girls and love them. And great that boys are joining us too!

Maudeen

In the months of October and November look out for Intimations about Cafe
Church and Night Kirk

October 5th All-together Service in Scone Old Kirk 10.45am.

October 12th. 9.30am Balbeggie Community Hall. 10.45am Scone Old Kirk
October 19th All-together Service Burnside Hall - Cafe Church

October 26th Communion Sunday - Guildtown 9.30am, Scone Old Kirk
10.45am and Burnside Hall at 2.30pm

November 2" All Saints and Cradle Role Service

November 9th - Remembrance Sunday

9.30am St Martin's War Memorial, 10.45am Scone New (It would be good to
have local organisations parading to our Church in this special year!

3pm Scone War Memorial.

3 rd Sunday in November is an All-together Sunday

4th Sunday is Guildtown 9.30am and Scone New 10.45am - Scottish in
flavour as we move towards St Andrew's Day.

10



There are 5 Sundays in November and the 5th Sunday is an All-together
Service in Scone New. This is Advent Sunday when we invite all who have
lost loved ones to join us for a candle-lit service.

In December we are in the Old Kirk

7th December Christmas Gifts and Christmas Pies

14th December Christmas Play

21st December Christmas Family Communion and Blessing of Children
24th December Midnight Service, Scone Old Kirk

Christingle Service earlier in Balformo Road Halls

28th Carols of Christmas

Maudeen

Invitation to Holy Communion

Jesus said “l| am the bread of life: he who comes to me shall not hunger and
he who believes in me shall never thirst; he who comes to me | will not cast
out. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: for they
shall be satisfied.”

The Minister and Kirk Session
invite you to celebrate the
Sacrament of Holy Communion on:

Sunday 26 October 2025

Guildtown Hall at 9.30 am
Scone OIld Church at 10.45 am
Burnside Hall at 2.30 pm

Please note that the elements of non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free bread
will be provided at the Communion Services.

Sheltered Communion

There will be a short informal service in Burnside Hall on Sunday 26 October
at 2.30 pm with the sacrament of sharing bread and wine. This time is given
especially for folk less able to access and participate in the regular service
but is open to all.

Transport is available if needed, please phone me.
Margaret McMillan 551560/07393851332
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Session Clerk’s Report

As you may know, the congregation was cited to attend the Presbytery
meeting held on 9" September as the Planning Committee was presenting
its report, which contained matters relevant to Scone and St Martins. Due to
an error on someone’s part, the citation had to be withdrawn because it was
not read out to all the congregations cited, and had, therefore, to be put off
until the next meeting of the Presbytery on 15t November.

The relevant part of the report is as follows:

After discussions with the Kirk Sessions of the above congregations, the
Planning Committee propose that the congregations of Cargqill Burrelton,
Collace and Kinclaven unite and then form a linkage with Coupar Angus and
Bendochy, who will also unite. It is proposed to adjust the parish boundaries
to incorporate other rural villages like Balbeggie and Guildtown to form one
large rural charge staffed by 1full-time MWS. This would allow the
congregation and minister of Scone and St Martins to concentrate solely on
the village of Scone. The ministry allocation for Scone will be reduced to 0.5,
although this would NOT effect the position of the current minister. We also
understand that the congregation and minister of Scone and St Martin’s are
already active in some of the surrounding villages and so propose that all of
the aforementioned congregations form a Parish grouping, allowing
cooperation across Parish boundaries. This would be a change to the current
PMP.(Presbytery Mission Plan).

There are so many questions which arise from this, it is difficult to know
where to start. But, first of all, if there is to be one large rural parish to include
the villages of Balbeggie and Guildtown, why is St Martins parish not
included in the new enlarged parish? This nebulous creation of the Planning
Committee was not part of the discussion that the Kirk Session had with the
Planning Committee. All that was discussed — and dismissed by the Kirk
Session — was the possibility that the minister of the new parish of Cargill
Burrelton, Collace, Kinclaven linked with Coupar Angus and Bendochy
would, somehow, “assist” the minister of Scone and St Martins with the
needs and requirements of the members living outwith Scone.

The new enlarged parish would have one fulltime minister. However, Scone
and St Martins, with a larger number of members and with a larger income
than all these other churches combined, is due to drop down to 0.5 of a
minister when our current minister retires. Where is the logic, where is the
finance and where is the mission in such a proposal?

Then there is the question of finance. If Scone and St Martins is expected to

have only a half time minister, presumably we would be expected to

contribute only half of what we currently send to “121! | have asked that
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question and, surprise, surprise, | have not yet received an answer. In
addition, as part of the Presbytery Plan, we are expected to close one church
building in Scone and to close one set of halls. The question again is “WHY?”
Neither church building is in need of any major repairs and until such time
as the buildings cost more to repair than is deemed worthwhile, why do we
need to close one of the churches? As far as the halls are concerned, they
are both used by church organisations and used by many organisations in
the village and bring in valuable income. Close one set of the halls and we
lose half of that income.

There seems to be no rhyme or reason for these proposals from Presbytery
and we will have the opportunity to put forward our own proposals at the
meeting on 1%t November. In the meantime, the best way forward is for you
to keep on attending church if you already do so, to come back more often
if you have stopped attending regularly and to come if you have not been in
church for some time. The old phrase, “use it or lose it” is as relevant for
churches as for any other organisation.

Mike Moir, Session Clerk

Duck Race 2025

The weather was the main factor in events preceding the race. It has been
a very dry summer, and the water levels on the race course were extremely
low and it was even suggested that the race would have to be shifted to a
different venue, such as the River Tay. This was met by outraged comments
from both competitors and the onlookers. An extraordinary emergency
meeting of the Race Course Committee was held on the Friday evening prior
to the race to decide what action would be taken. After long discussions up
to midnight, it was decided by a majority of one that the race would go ahead.
This resulted in several resignations from the committee, which was met by
a comment of “good riddance” from the chairman.

Early on the Saturday morning, the course team were hard at work trying to
ensure that the course was viable, with the removal of debris, overhanging
branches, loose stones and any other detritus which might hamper the ducks
in their search for glory. The day was overcast, with little or no wind, and no
sign of any rain. Concern had been raised by several of the competitors with
regard to the condition of the course, with several claiming there should be
a new starting point, to reduce the crowding, jostling and pushing that went
on at the start of the race, One competitor even complained that in last year’s
race, there had been a deliberate attempt at holding a rival under the water
by one well known rough duck. The organisers threw out the complaint on
the basis that no one else had seen the incident or complained.
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A large crowd had now gathered along the banks of the course as the start
of the race approached. There was a full turn out of 260 ducks and there
were immediate cries of “not enough water’, “my feet are touching the
bottom”, my bottom is touching the bottom”. These were met with
indifference by the organisers and the competitors were told “to get on with
it”. Because of the shallow nature of the water, there were several blind leads
that many of the ducks made, which resulted in them being trapped and
unable to get into the mainstream. However, there was a break made by
several of the ducks who were working out the best route to take, but then
came the big problem. With the low water level, the current slowed and the
ducks had to work hard with their feet and, as can be seen from the
photograph, some even tried to use a “side-on” method of propulsion in the
calm are of water. The photo also shows that, at this stage of the race, there
were still about seven ducks in with a chance of victory, and a large
“duckaton” behind the leaders, just waiting for a chance to slip through.

As the victory line came into to view, there was a sudden break by two of the
ducks, who were, in fact, from the same team, numbers 218 and 220, and
these two suddenly steamed ahead of the rest with 218 claiming a
resounding victory. There were immediate complaints that there had been
collusion between the first two ducks, with claims of prevention of other
ducks being allowed to get into the fast lane of the course and “duck-
handling” of other likely winners by the leading two ducks. But, after a VAR
check of the whole race, the organisers announced that the result would
stand. There was usual booing at this, but, all in all, it had been deemed a
“great success” by the Race Course Committee, who promised that next
year, there would a much higher level of water for the race, even if it meant
damming the Annaty Burn. The Duckmaster
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The speaker at the first meeting was our minister Rev. Maudeen
MacDougall, who gave us a talk on the Guild theme "Living Stones" (from
1st Peter 2:4.) She also quoted from Ephesians 2:19. We were urged not to
project weariness; but we were to remember that we are "Temples of the
Spirit" and should be vibrant. She mentioned several people in the public
eye who are Christians, including Clive Myrie. Prior to her talk, the minister
conducted a short act of dedication.

On 23 September 2025, lan Morrison, Consultant Neurologist at Ninewells
Hospital, gave a talk on "Sleep". After describing different types of sleep, he
said that 7-7.5 hours of sleep was acceptable; as was an afternoon nap
lasting 15 minutes. Teenagers have a Circadian rhythm from 12 midnight
until 10am. lan said lack of sleep could cause anxiety and depression. There
was also a significant risk of drivers falling asleep at the wheel. 14% of fatal
road accidents were caused by sleep deprivation.

We hope you are enjoying this sunny autumn weather. Do come along to
any of our meetings (all now held at Scone Old Halls, Burnside) where you
will be made most welcome.

« 14 October 2025 at 2.30pm Lord Stormont (Scone Palace)

o 28 October 2025 at 7.30pm Y Centre (YMCA)

« 11 November 2025 at 2.30pm Bibles for Bairns (Elaine Duncan)
« 25 November 2025 at 7.30 pm Health & Fitness (Simon Grant)

With every good wish,
Margaret Buchan (Guild Secretary) tel 01738 621814

BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL 2025

We now have a supply of leaflets for this year's
Blythswood Christmas Appeal. The last date
we can receive filled shoe boxes
26 October 2025. The appeal is particularly
short of boxes for teens, boys and men. We
can also accept monetary donations.

Thank you for your continued support.

Marian Forgan and Moira Daly
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Pastoral Care

Autumn has come with a bite in the wind and | had my gloves on for morning
dog walk today. | am buoyed up though by the joy of having this last week
in Seil Island, just south of Oban and over the hump backed bridge over the
Atlantic. We stayed right on the water’s edge with deer and rabbits on the
drying green — and this year 2 hedgehogs with the small one needing a
rescue trip to Oban’s vet. The tide and sky are ever changing, the seal pops
up now and again and heron visits to our rocky shore were very regular. The
TV and phone signals are very poor but gadgets are not missed with all the
natural wonders to enjoy, this is Heaven’s corner. Meanwhile, back in Scone
- the Fellowship Lunch Outing was enjoyed by 38 folk who took the chance
to go to Dobbies by Stirling after the lunch in Burnside Hall. Steven, the
helpful driver and lift operator for Docherty’s Midland Buses, kindly dropped
passengers off near homes round the village in time for tea and feet up.
Dobbie’s variety of shops and plant centre and café of course, all under one
roof were ideal for lunchers, especially as we travelled with 3 wheelchairs
and a few walkers.

Film Lunches

“Sunshine on Leith” shown in August was much enjoyed. Next films are:

———f
HOT DOG MOVIE LUNCH 1
SING 2 v

COME FOR LUNCH |

Stay for a film

“NMOULIN ROUGE”

ONE OLD / BURNSIDE
o CHURCH HALL

R e
THURSDAY 9 OCTOBE!
2025 JOIN US ON £3 pp

THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER e CHURCH

M
@1230PM coNEBURNTIL AL AGES AREWELCOME

7 S1EASE BOC
llm‘s*““mnaﬁzmn | t 50 / 07393¢
GER" DR 01738 551 54S

OR FACEBOOK MESSEN R FACEBOOK MESS

Harvest

A big thank you all who decorated the church for Harvest Thanksgiving and
to all who brought gifts for the Foodbank. A large amount of
grocery/household items plus £140 cash donations were greatly appreciated
by the Foodbank.
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Fellowship Lunch

> Next fellowship lunch is on
— 6 November at 12.30 pm

Christmas Fellowship Lunch will be
held on Thursday 4 December at
12.30 pm - Christmas fare in a warm
and welcoming atmosphere.

Flowers in Church

Doreen McKay, one of the three arrangers for
Balformo Road Chruch pedestal has been unwell
lately and we wish her a good recovery. Audrey
Cooper has been away celebrating an important
birthday. We thank them both for the time and
skills they have given over many years and
continue to give to this special service to their
church.

Unless additional volunteers come forward
donated flowers will often in future be displayed in
vases rather than in a pedestal display.

Margaret McMillan, Pastoral Care Committee, 01738 551560/07393851332

Gift Service

7 December 2025

We are collecting Christmas gifts to take to the Salvation Army. If the gift is
wrapped please put a tag on with details of suitable recipients eg teenage
boy. Gifts for children and adults are welcomed and gifts should be
new. We will take the gifts to the Salvation Army to meet their Christmas gift
deadline. We had an excellent response last year and look forward to your
continued generosity this year.

Marian Forgan and Moira Daly
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| must have had a senior moment in putting together the article for the last
Newsletter. | forgot to put in details of a very important BB event which was
held in Scone - The Annual King's Badge parade and presentation of
certificates was held in the village on 8" June 2025. 32 awardees of the
badge paraded from the common on Abbey Road down to Scone Old
Church let by the band of the 25". Stirling (Dunblane) Company of the BB
led by Fraser Boyd (who teaches at RDM School). Two of our boys (Callum
and Eoin) were in the parade as part of the band and another two (Ryan and
Christopher) were in the host Battalion Squad. Ben Wylie of the Scone
Company was in the parade as he had gained his King’'s Badge last session.
As well as getting his certificate Ben also read the lesson during the service.
Dunblane also provided two pipers who played at the gates of the church to
welcome everyone. The service was jointly conducted by out minister Rev.
MacDougall and Rev. Jonny Wylie the Battalion Chaplain who is also the
Chaplain at Strathallan School. After an uplifting service and march past
there was afternoon tea held in the halls at Burnside courtesy of the Perth
and District Battalion. The lovely edibles were provided by Effies (tea room
in High Street) and well served by ladies of our congregation.

Courtesy of the weather we did not manage to have our outdoor BBQ to start
of the session but instead the whole company had a fun evening of games
in the hall and were fed burgers and some sweet treats.

Unfortunately in addition to the two boys who left the company being “time
served” we lost another two so we are down to only seven lads in the
Company/Seniors. We are however unique in that we are the antithesis of
other BB companies in that we have six seniors to one company section lad,
Of the seniors four have now started out on their quest to gain the highest
badge in the BB, the King’s Badge and two are under way to get the second
highest badge, the President’s Badge. As part of attaining such badges the
lads have to do a certain amount of community work so if anyone knows of
anything needing done in the village please let me know and we will see
what we can do.

With so few boys it means that we have ample room for recruits so if
anyone can point any lads in our direction these lads will be more than
welcome.

Last year we had to cancel the bonfire and the fireworks. Regrettably there
will be no more held at our behest. There are two reasons for this. Firstly the
area where we have the bonfire is probably going to become a community
orchard. Secondly public liability insurance through the BB Master policy no
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longer covers such events. It would apparently cost us around £300 to get
cover for the one night! This plus the cost of the fireworks (roughly £350)
would mean us dipping in to our funds instead of having a surplus towards
the funds.

Two of our lads plus a parent and five lads from the Junior Section took part
in the Battalion annual charity fun run round the North Inch at the beginning
of September. Money still to come in but we are probably going to raise
around £700 which along with monies raised by other companies will be
donated to CHAS.

The Battalion Monopoly Challenge (not monopoly as you know it but a trek
round Perth to find various Ilocations) was held mid-
September. Unfortunately we could not get a team together for that event.
It was won by a team from (would you believe) Kinross who narrowly pipped
a team from Kinnoull.

By the time this newsletter arrives we will have had the Battalion annual quiz.
We have been top in the last three years so hopefully this will be another
win.

Finally before the end of the year there is the
annual coffee morning on 6 December at Burnside
Hall from 10.00 am to 12 noon to which all are most
welcome.

lain Lamond

Sunday Club N

ey ola
’}:’}ﬂ&‘ }&M &r@
During Sunday club we have been learning, through games and crafts, all
about God’s wonderful creation and how we can care for our planet. We

would love to see some new faces to join in the fun. We meet at 10:40 am
on Sunday mornings.

We will take a break over the October holidays (12th and 19th October)
returning on Sunday 26th October for more fun.

Laura Oxburgh
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CHRISTIAN AID NEWS

==

Thank you to anyone who supported the Christian Aid Quiz on Friday
12" September. £695 was raised at this. Please look out for next year’s quiz
and help make it even better.

The unstoppable power of hope.

Dates for your diary —

Sunday 7" December - We will again have a Mince Pie Sunday where mince
pies and shortbread will be served after church instead of a biscuit.
Donations for The Christian Aid Christmas appeal will be gratefully received
at this.

Saturday 13" December - Come and join us in Dobbies, Perth to sing carols.
This year we are singing from 11 am until 11.45 am and then 12.15 pm until
1 pm. Please come for as long as you are able. Don’t sing? We need bucket
holders as well. This is great fun as well as giving the Christmas message
to shoppers and raising funds for Christian Aid.

On Saturday, 13" September, | was privileged to attend the Guild Annual
Gathering with other members of our guild. At it, the new moderator, Rt Rev.
Rosie Frew, gave a moving address. She also gave us all postcards to take
home with us . | would like to share with you what she writes on the card.
‘The Rt Rev. Rosie Frew, moderator of the General Assembly, invites you
to join her in supporting the work of Christian Aid to reflect God’s extravagant
love for us to our neighbours.

For 80 years, Christian Aid has existed to create a world where people can
live a full life, free from poverty. Together with the Church Of Scotland and
40 other sponsoring denominations, we seek to love our global neighbours
by tackling the root causes of extreme poverty and injustice.

Through our local partners in over 25 countries, we fund
emergency responses to  humanitarian disasters, and long term
development work that empowers local communities.

Local churches Ilike yours are core to our movement. Visit
Caid.org.uk/moderatorsqift

To learn how you can pray, act and give with Christian Aid’ Rt. Rev Rosie
Frew suggests that we read Ephesians chapter 3 verses 14-19.

Celebrating life giving legacies.
Anne Booth-Clibborn was a lifelong Christian Aid supporter. After the
second world war she travelled to Germany to help rebuild communities
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devastated by the conflict. That experience shaped her world view and led
to her becoming in involved in the laying of the Christian Aid foundations.
When Anne passed away, her family chose to honour her memory by inviting
donations to Christian Aid. If you would like to celebrate your loved one’s
life and make a gift to Christian Aid intheir memory please
visit caid.org.uk/love.

Peggy Lamond (Scone and St Martins Christian Aid representative)

Brunch for Gaza/Palestine

So many people feel helpless in face of the ongoing tragedy in Palestine.
Generations of mutual distrust have brought this present horror — families
losing children, loved ones, homes, hospitals and schools, even towns and
cities — a terrifying chaos all around them.

What can be done? Something surely! - So we have organised a simple
community hot filled roll breakfast in Burnside Hall on Saturday 8 November
from 10.30 am to 12 noon. All funds raised will got to 2 charities active in
front line of the area and with unquestionable credential — Medecins Sans
Frontiers (MSF) and International Red Cross. There will be a stall of goods
produced in Palestine.

Please come along — tell your friends. These small acts of kindness can
make a difference. We will need help on the day. If you are willing to give
time please phone me on 07393851332.

Margaret McMillan

Thank You

Isobel and her family would like to thank all her friends for celebrating her
100th Birthday on 6th August 2025. Mum has always loved living in Scone
and we are always comforted by the warmth and affection shown to Mum,
wherever she goes in Scone.

Many thanks to Scone and St Martins Churches for celebrating with Mum,
both the Sunday before her Birthday, on the day itself at the Hub, and at the
Church Lunch on the Thursday. Thanks too, to the Robert Douglas Memorial
Institute for helping us with our celebrations for Mum. It was a lovely
afternoon. It continued into the next week, with her day at the PKAVS day
care a big party. So many flowers and gifts that we had to get more vases!!!!
But mostly, just thanks to the people of Scone for keeping our precious Mum
safe and secure.

Sheila and Rhona McCallum
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Social and Fund Raising

Well, the Church Fair has again come and gone with another lovely day. Not
sunshine all the way, but at least it was dry which meant a great deal. There
was a brilliant response to our requests for all the stalls and for that, my
committee and | say a HUGE THANK YOU. The total this year is around
£3,200, which is a wonderful amount.

The children came along to the fancy dress and they all received a prize, but
one little boy who really caught my attention was a little one in a pram and
dressed as a cowboy which was so cute. He too got a wee prize. The stalls
were all laden, and everyone who attended seemed delighted with all the
goods. The tea tables were all buzzing with great conversation, which
showed it was a great Community afternoon.

The story of how the Ducks got on in the Scone Burn is reported on another
page. The Winners of the Duck Race were Jimmy Reid, Scone and Liz
Bowie, Wolfhill.

Thank you to everyone who came along and supported us once again to
raise funds for Scone & St Martins Parish Church.

In the evening the helpers and stall holders went along to Brown & Blacks
and had a most beautiful meal. Thank you once again, Katy and Staff.

FUTURE FUND RAISING DATES

Coffee Morning on Saturday 18 October in the

Burnside Hall from 10.00 am to 12 noon. Baking for

the Cake and Candy stall and the teas, also prizes
. for the Prize Draw are required. There will also be
stalls selling books, jewellery and Christmas items.
- Helpers also required. Thank you.

= N

§ "{

Saturday 15 November 2 pm to 4 pm - there
is a Scottish Country Dance in the Balformo
Road Hall with live music by our local talented
musician Jim Lindsay. If you are not a
dancer, but would like to come along and
listen to the brilliant music, you will be made
very welcome (along with your admission fee
- suggested donation of £4 per person).
Tealcoffee and home baking will be included Y e
and there will be a prize draw. N\ e

Anne Lamond, Social & Fund Raising Convener, Tel 07711394452
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Children’s Story — Promises! Promises!

It was just after tea time and Peter wanted Daddy to play a game with him.
"Not just now, Peter!", Daddy said crossly. "| am busy and have something
important to do". "Oh but Daddy, you promised you would play with me after
tea!" "Very well then" said Daddy, "that is different, if | promised, I'll certainly
come and play with you".

When the game was almost over, Peter's little sister Marion, came along.
"Please may | borrow your paints?" "No! you can't!" said Peter angrily. "Oh
but Peter! you promised!", replied Marion. She got her paints.

Mummy came along then. "Come on you two, time for bed!" "We don't want
to go to bed yet", the children said, "it's much too early, just a little longer,
please?" "Now, Marion and Peter, have you forgotten? you were up very late
last night and you promised to go to bed early tonight". So off they went.
After all - a promise is a promise!

A promise is made when you say you will be sure to do something. Promises
are very important. We must always keep our promises. Long ago God made
a promise. He said he would send someone very special from heaven. For
a long time people watched and waited. "Is this the time for God to keep his
promise?", they would wonder. Years passed - then it happened! God sent
his very special person - Jesus! You see, God always keeps his promises!

Children’s Prayer

AN\ R Thank you for the changing seasons, dear God, and
ii/f%ﬁ\” \\} the pleasure they give us.
/ S At Autumn we can see the leaves turn to red, brown

4 \ '

NN and gold
[—-’j \)b We can see the animals busy at Autumn time,
g “ﬁ gathering winter supplies of food and nest materials.
Thank you, Father, for such interesting creatures
which give us so much pleasure.
Anne Lamond

The Hub Community Café
Every Wednesday at Balformo Hall
from 10am — 12 noon. Everyone
welcome to enjoy the chat, coffee
and lovely home baking.
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Scottish
Bible
Society

| have been asked to take over this section which Jim Currie has done
brilliantly for many years. As this is my first time | thought it would be good
to refresh our memories, especially mine about what the Scottish Bible
Society stands for and does.

Please bear with me a mini history lesson follows:

1. The Scottish Bible Society has been around since 1890.

2. It seeks with God’s help and guidance to make the Bible available in every
language and form at an affordable price.

3. The Society works in partnership with individuals, churches and
organisations across the world.

4. Distributes Bibles, New Testaments and other scripture based materials
in a range of media. (Yes that includes the internet. Sorry)

5. There is a volunteer network that includes action groups, local church
representatives and speakers.

6. Their vision is to see individuals, communities and cultures transformed
as people encounter the Living God of the Bible.

7. Their mission is to equip people in Scotland and around the world to share
the Bible so that these encounters can take place.

To finish | have two questions for you to think about in light of what the
Scottish Bible Society stands for. Please do not take offence as none is
meant.

1. Do you believe the Bible is just a book of stories and not relevant in
today’s society? OR

2. Do you believe the Bible is the Living Word of God and God’s Handbook
which will guide us on how to live in today’s society?

Thank you for taking the time to read this and thank you for continuing to
collect your used stamps for the society.

Frances Moir

If you know of anyone who requires a visit from the minister or an elder,
please hand in the details at church on Sunday or to the church office.
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Scone & St Martins Parish Church Finances
Receipts for 6 months ended 31 August 2025
(excluding Guild and Clubs)

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 2025 2024
RECEIPTS £ £
Offerings 38,171 39,399
Appeals 415 600
Tax recovered on Gift Aid 7,253 9,674
Donations 3,077 6,565
Weddings and funerals 1,646 1,120
Contributions from congregational organisations 1,580 1,555
Hall Lets 11,299 13,246
Fundraising events (net income) 6,463 6,693
Other income 2,975 2,278
Total Receipts 72,879 81,130
Notes:

e Offerings are 3.1% down on last year, but showing some improvement
over the summer.

e The tax recoveries include the first quarter of 2025. Our claim for second
quarter has been submitted (£2,114).

e Donations include £1,162 from Ashton McKenzie Trust, and £200 from
Fellowship Lunches, both towards expenditure incurred in 2024. Last
year we received a legacy of £5,000 from the Estate of the late Bob
Wallace.

e The contributions from congregational organisations are from the
Belleplate Group (£350), Badminton Club (£280), the Guild (£500), the
Country Dance Club (£400), and Knit & Chat Group (£50).

e Fundraising is from the Quiz (£262), Movie Lunches (£337), Country
Dance (£342), Coffee Morning (£1,059), Bingo Tea (£1,222), and
Summer Fair (£3,241).

e Other income includes £405 for sale of St Martins furniture, and £2,320
bank interest and dividends.

e In August, we incurred very high maintenance expenditure as a result of
5 yearly electrical inspections (£3,719, offset by £1,000 grant from Ashton
McKenzie Trust).

e For the first 8 months of 2025 we have incurred a deficit of £17,921, but
we anticipate some improvement in the remainder of the year.

Robin Walker, Treasurer
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PARISH DIARY

Oct 7 | 7.00 pm Kirk Session Meeting Burnside Hall
8 |10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
12 1 9.30 am Morning Worship Balbeggie Hall

10.45 am Morning Worship Scone Old
14 | 2.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall
15110 am -12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
18 | 10 am — 12 noon | Coffee Morning Burnside Hall
19110.45 am Morning Worship - Café Church Burnside Hall
22 |10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
26 | 9.30 am Morning Worship - Communion Guildtown Hall
10.45 am Morning Worship - Communion Scone Old
2.30 pm Sheltered Communion Burnside Hall
28 | 7.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall
29 |10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
Nov 2 | 10.45 am Morning Worship - Cradle Roll Scone New
Service
5110 am -12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
10.30 am Knit n Chat Balformo Hall
6 |12.30 pm Fellowship Lunch Burnside Hall
8 |10.30 am Brunch for Gaza/Palestine Burnside Hall
9 Remembrance Sunday
9.30 am Morning Worship St Martins War
Memorial
10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
111]2.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall
12 | 10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
151 2.00 pm Counry Dance Balformo Hal
16 | 10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
19|10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
221 10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
25| 7.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall
26 | 10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
27 | 09.30 am Morning Worship Guildtown Hall
10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
30 | 10.45 am Morning Worship Scone New
Dec 3|10 am - 12 noon | Hub Community Café Balformo Hall
10.30 am Knit n Chat Balformo Hall
4112.30 pm Fellowship Lunch Burnside Hall
6 | 10 am - 12 noon | Boys Brigade Coffee Morning Burnside Hall
7 110.45 am Morning Worship Scone Old
Gift Service/Mince Pie Sunday

Knit and Chat

Future dates for Knit and Chat are 5 November and
3 December. All welcome.
Anne Gellatly 01738 552730
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Scone Rotas

Welcoming Party Reader Beadle
Oct 12 | Anne Lamond, Peggy Lamond Anne Lamond Paul Stewart
Ricky Martin
19 | Linda Massie, Margaret McMillan Margaret McMillan Hamish
Ross Merson Breckenridge
26 | Marian Forgan, Frances Moir Marian Forgan Ricky Martin
Mike Moir
Nov 2 | Helen Moir, Dorothy Morrison Christine Munro lan Baillie
Christine Munro
9 | Linda Thomson, Robin Walker Robin Walker Ross Merson
Rosalene West
16 | lan Baillie, Hamish Breckenridge Hamish Gordon Pirie
Kate Carswell Breckenridge
23 | Moira Daly, Marian Forgan Marian Forgan Robin Walker
Anne Lamond
30 | Peggy Lamond, Ricky Martin Peggy Lamond lan Baillie
Linda Massie
Dec 7 | Margaret McMillan, Ross Merson Frances Moir Ross Merson
Frances Moir
Teas
Tea Duty Milk and Money
Oct 12 | Dorothy Morrison, Christine Munro, Linda Thomson | Dorothy Morrison
19 | Rosalene West, Noreen Hunter, Barbara Murray Rosalene West
26 | Margaret & Hamish Breckenridge, Kate Carswell Margaret Breckenridge
Nov 2 | Cona Beatson, Viv Croal, Daphne Forbes Cona Beatson
9 | Val Grossart, Christine Townend, Margaret Lobban | Val Grossart
16 | Moira Daly, Marian Forgan, Aileen Hamilton Moira Daly
23 | Margaret & Hamish Breckenridge, Margaret Ewen Margaret Breckenridge
30 | Rae Farrow, Marian Forgan, Joan Gilchrist Rae Farrow
Dec 7 | Aileen Hamilton, Anne Lamond, Peggy Lamond Aileen Hamilton
Flowers
Donating Delivering
Oct 12 | Helen Lowe Margaret McMillan
19 | Lorna Moss Moira Daly
26 | Helen Moir Audrey Cooper
Nov 2 | Margaret Lobban Dorothy Traynor
9 | Audrey Cooper Ray Kuhn
16 | Anne Duff Margaret Baillie
23 | Vacant Anne Lamond
30 | Vacant Moira Daly
Dec 7 | Margaret Buchan Val Grossart
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CONTACT DETAILS

Minister

Rev Maudeen MacDougall
Tel 01738 551942

Email: Maudeen.Macdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Mike Moir
Tel 01738 551549
Email: mikemoir@blueyonder.co.uk

Rollkeeper

Kate Carswell
Tel 01738 551174
Email: katecarswell@hotmail.co.uk

Editor Church News

Moira Daly
Tel 01738 552773
Email: moiradalyscone54@amail.com

CONVENERS
Communications Christine Munro 01738 628349
Finance Douglas Calderwood 01738 553399
Pastoral Care Margaret McMillan 01738 551560
Property Mike Moir 01738 551549
Safeguarding Marian Forgan 01738 552064
Social & Fundraising Anne Lamond 01738 552262
USEFUL CONTACTS

Boys’ Brigade lain Lamond 01738 553582
Christian Aid Peggy Lamond 01738 553582
Church Flowers Margaret Buchan 01738 621814
Church Office Roksolana Clark 01738 553900
Fellowship Lunch Margaret McMillan 01738 551560
Free Will Offering Margaret Nicol 01738 552232
Envelopes/Gift Aid

Guild Helen Moir 01738 551549
Hub Ann Gellatly 01738 552370
Knit n Chat Ann Gellatly 01738 552370
PACT Hamish Breckenridge 01738 551072
Sunday Club Laura Oxburgh 07789014142
Treasurer Robin Walker 01738 551936
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