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An Agroecology Fund project supporting the Bilim alliance
Report by and for Bilim partners

SHARING KNOWLEDGE FOR STRONGER AGROECOLOGY MOVEMENT 
in Eastern Europe and Central Asia

The region includes four sub-regions: Eastern Europe, 
Western Balkans, South Caucasus, Central Asia.

Bilim Forum 2023, Nilüfer municipality, Bursa, Türkiye.



the Bilim community of practice on 
Agroecology - Geographical repartition
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SHARING KNOWLEDGE FOR STRONGER AGROECOLOGY MOVEMENT 
in Eastern Europe and Central Asia

Local action 
“Cow on the 
balcony”

Workshops / 
Agroecology schools

Coordinated 
work on seeds 
saving / 
UNDROP 
working group / 
…

Bilim Alliance
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Project’s outputs

SHARING KNOWLEDGE FOR STRONGER AGROECOLOGY MOVEMENT 
in Eastern Europe and Central Asia

1. Bilim forum 2023

2. Agroecology schools

3. Report of local experiences

4. Agroecology school toolkit

5. Podcasts and Videos

6. National seminars

7. Internal communication

8. External communication
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Bilim report APL Report Forum webpage

Documents: ACTION PLAN / What is BILIM?

https://www.scholacampesina.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Bilim-Forum-2023.pdf
https://www.scholacampesina.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/APL-Report-Bilim-Forum-ENG2.pdf
https://www.scholacampesina.org/eastern-europe-and-central-asia-eca-agroecology-network-forum/
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Agroecology school in Kyrgyzstan

4 field farmers agroecology schools on “peasant seed production” with Dyikan Muras
women seed savers in 4 regions of Kyrgyzstan: Jalalabad, Chui, Issyk-Kul and Batken
“The training program was developed in collaboration with members of the seed bank 
network and agronomists and is updated every year with topics added upon request”.



« For women specifically, drip irrigation is much easier than their daily life, they can milk two cows at the same time »                                                  
« It’s small and easy and we don’t give big governmental projects »
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Agroecology school in Kazakhstan
An agroecological school was organized in the Akmola region by Zher-Ana NGO in collaboration 
with Olzhas cooperative on drip irrigation for 30 local farmers
During the entire season from February to the end of September, both theoretical and practical 
trainings were conducted. In May-June, practical sessions were held with the installation of drip 
irrigation systems on the plots of farmers
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Agroecology school in Uzbekistan
One training on agroecology practices (soil-protective and resource-saving) organized by Agrarian 
women of Uzbekistan, for 20 women, in collaboration with the local Andijan Institute of Agriculture 
and Agricultural Technologies. It closely connected the academia sector with women-farmers. 
University scientists were thus able to learn more about the problems of farmers and the practices 
they use. Visit of the Institute / Visit of a greenhouses
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Countries experiences
From Bilim newsletters (Agro-Perma-Lab): 
- Traditional Saami ways of eating
- The Ukrainian way of understanding agroecology
- Shortening the supply chain in Kyrgyzstan
- Agroecology and interconnectedness of things - Tomiris
- The power of seeds in Iran
- Moldova’s Seeds of Change
- Restoring Peasant dignity – Elkana

And also:
- Yazidi community with Ekoloji Derneği organization

created a productive oasis in a refugee camp
- ANDR Community seed bank Bushat
- Elkana seed saving and recovery
- Elkana traditional cheese making and safety rules
- RUSHNOI work on seeds
- ZZ EkoLinden cooperative and market difficulties
- Ekoder seed library
- Balkan Seed Network
- Gardens of victory
- AFZU Elders houses, schools with disabilities, ….
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Countries experiences
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Countries experiences
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Agroecology school toolkit and manual
Report available on in text version and slides version

The recording of the toolkit presentation in Russian is available on Mega MEGA
Запись презентации на русском языке доступна на сайте Mega MEGA

https://mega.nz/fm/yltmzajL
https://mega.nz/fm/yltmzajL
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Videos

Cow on the balcony in Kazakhstan

Farmers shop in Kyrgyzstan

UNDROP video’s

Elkana on Climate Change
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National seminars (just some of them…)

Elkana (June 2023) International conference (March2023) National Workshop and seed exchange in Tbilisi. 
Open event for interested agroecological/organic seed savers. Marika Kapanadze talked about the Bilim network 
and its benefits.

ADI (February 2023) in Bishkek with 25 members of the Dyikan Muras network. The main topics of this year were 
increasing soil fertility, pest control, biological plant protection products, a special feature of this year was 
studying the experience of partners - online sessions from Kazakhstan on the “Cow on the Balcony” project (from 
Zher-Ana) and a online session from CENESTA on Evolutionary Participatory Plant Breeding.

EcoRuralis: Seed working group meeting, Bilim, Agroecology, 3 days, fields work Sept 2022.



TABLE OF CONTENTS 17

National seminars
Zher-Ana (September 2023) in the village of Karabulak during the Earth Market (Slow Food project), NGO 
Zher-Ana held a round table with the participation of farmers from the agroecological school and the local fair. 
During the round table, the project farmers shared their successes, the results of the harvest using new 
knowledge, also discussed the difficulties encountered when using drip irrigation systems and organic 
fertilizers, and discussed ways for the further development of the School of Agroecology

Alica Foundation: Food Sovereignty and Agroecology. Sustainable agricultural production and preservation of 
family farms and rural life.

Albanian Network for DR / Agroecology 
as a response to climate change and 
benefits to farmers (16 September 2023) 
for youth members of the Rural Youth 
Hub.
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Bilim internal communication 
Digital platform / Online meetings
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Bilim external communication 
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ACTIVITIES ORGANIZATION DATE

Coordinated work on UNDROP to have a Working Group voted 
at the UN Assembly / Collective call to align strategy, share 
tools and update on the process

Bilim community Oct 2023

Serbian national seminar to identify partnership for agroecology 
advocacy on the Balkans 

EcoRuralis, Subotica,.. Oct 2022

Farmer’s shop in Kyrgyzstan ADI

Organic fair in Kyrgyzstan (Slow Food project) ADI

Forum in Ukraine AFZU, EcoAction, EcoRuralis Dec 2022

International forum on UNDROP implementation in Ukraine AFZU, EcoAction, EcoRuralis, Schola Campesina Dec 2023

Elkana trainings: Agroecology for schoolchildren / Training on 
grafting / …

Elkana bread festival: valuying traditional wheat crops Elkana. 

Elkana Annual Conference / Agroecology and organic farming Elkana, EcoRuralis, Ciftci-Sen, Schola Campesina,…

UNDROP work in the region: awareness raising, advocacy, 
video

Bilim, EcoRuralis

Creation of Draft Laws on the Right of Indigenous Peoples to 
Free Land Lease for Clan Communities
The right to realisation of the traditional economic activities of 
the Ancestral Communities for their maintenance.
Creation of draft laws on free access of indigenous peoples to 

Indigenou Forum
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These outputs are closely interconnected with the other activities of 
Bilim agroecology organizations

Non-exhaustive list of Activities of Bilim organizations Bilim partners Period

Webinar on farmer’s seed system (seed quality assurance) Gradina Moldovei, Schola Campesina, Balkan Seed 
savers. 

Nov 2023

Balkan Seed Savers development

Webinar „Basics of Botany for saving vegetable seeds” Gradina Moldovei Jan 2023

Participation to the Civil Society and Indigenous People 
Mechanism for the Committee on World Food Security

ADI, Schola Campesina, Ukrainian Rural Development 
Network

2023

Participation to the FAO regional conference Elkana, Schola Campesina, …

Webinar "New regulation on heterogeneous organic plant 
reproductive material: perspectives and opportunities for 
resilient seeds in Moldova"

Gradina Moldovei Oct 2023

Webinar on Participatory Plant Breeding Gradina Moldovei, Schola Campesina, ADI, CENESTA, 
Elkana

2024

Training on Participatory Plant Breeding ADI, CENESTA

Kazakh agroecology school focused on drip irrigation / 
provision of equipment, exchange of knowledge

Zher-Ana-Astana, ADI


