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17th October 2024

Research into Occupational 
Therapy and Occupational 

Science Foundation 
(ROTOS) Board



Plan for the session

• Introduction to ROTOS

• ROTOS’ mission, vision and goals

• Friends of ROTOS

• ROTOS Research interest groups

• Group discussion and SWOT 
analysis

• Final comments and questions

@_ROTOS_

communications@rotos.eu

mailto:communications@rotos.eu


ROTOS Foundation Board

Prof. Alison Laver-Fawcett (Chair)
alison.laver-fawcett@rotos.eu

Naomi Hankinson 
(Board member)

Sandra Sánchez Viramalay 
(Communications Lead)
sandra.sanchezvir@rotos.eu

BOARD MEMBERS (rotosfoundation.eu)

Dr. Margo van Hartingsveldt
(Vice-Chair)

Prof. Daphne Kos
(Secretary) daphne.kos@rotos.eu

Dr. Mirian Santamaría Peláez
(New Chair from 1st November)

mspelaez@rotos.eu

Dr. Iris DimbwadyoTerrer

(Research Network, 
Friends and RIGs lead)
i.dimbwadyo@rotos.eu

mailto:alison.laver-fawcett@rotos.eu
mailto:sandra.sanchezvir@rotos.eu
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/about-rotos/
mailto:daphne.kos@rotos.eu
mailto:mspelaez@rotos.eu
mailto:i.dimbwadyo@rotos.eu


Co-opted Board members

Lisette Farias Vera
Liaison with European Network 
of Occupational Therapists in 
Higher Education (ENOTHE) Board

The ROTOS Board members 
• are appointed for an initial 4-year period 
• can be extended for 2 more years 
As a Foundation, the Board has up to 7 Board members. 
In addition, The Board can co-opt members for particular projects 
or who have specific expertise

María Alonso-Ferreira
Liaison with the Occupational Science 

Europe (OSE) Board

Sinead Hynes
Lead for the COST 
Grant application

Current 
Board 

vacancies



Would you be interested to 
join the Board?

• Treasurer

• Secretary 

• CALL FOR NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS (rotosfoundation.eu)

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/06/18/call-for-new-board-members/


ROTOS Network Survey

• Purpose of the survey: To gather information about 
researchers across Europe interested in ROTOS Foundation 
and their expectations and suggestions for the ROTOS 
Foundation. 

• Open: 18/12/23   Closed: 19/02/24
• Disseminated through: LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, X 

(Twitter). 
• Total participants: (N=53) 
• Are you currently engaged in occupational therapy and/or

occupational science research? YES: 39 NO: 14
• A wide range of research areas were mentioned by 

respondents











Highest level of education



How would describe your level of research knowledge and expertise?



Expectations of the ROTOS 
Network

What are you expecting joining the ROTOS NETWORK? (E.g.: services, 
meetings, assistance, networking of researchers, guidelines, information 
about grants....)
• The most frequent response was ‘Networking’ or ‘Network’ with 27/53 

people mentioning this in their responses
• Respondents also frequently mentioned ‘connecting’ ‘connections’ and 

‘meetings’
• Respondents sought a space to discuss research ideas, share their 

research, and form research collaborations
• A few respondents joined the ROTOS Network ‘for inspiration’ 
• A few respondents mentioned receiving information and/or support 

with research grants
• A few respondents were seeking information about research 

opportunities, guidelines, research post vacancies



ROTOS’ Mission

Connecting occupational therapy 
and occupational science 
researchers across Europe to 
maximise the impact of their 
research.



ROTOS’ Vision

Improving European 
peoples’ lives by having 
one strong voice about 
the benefits of 
occupational therapy 
and occupational science 
research.



Goals for 
2024-2027

1. Sustainability: 

• ROTOS aims to build a sustainable Foundation to work towards its mission and vision. 

2. Connections: 

• ROTOS aims to build a strong network of occupational therapy and occupational science 
researchers. 

3. Research Impact: 

• ROTOS aims to support occupational therapy and occupational science researchers to 
build impact for people and society into their research. 

4. Use of voice:

• ROTOS aims to encourage occupational therapy and occupational science researchers to 
use their voice to speak out about the benefits of their research and wider evidence.



Friends of 
ROTOS

Become a Friend of ROTOS
 Friend of ROTOS is the title awarded to those 

actively participating in and supporting the 
ROTOS Foundation. By becoming a Friend of 
ROTOS, you contribute to the Foundation's 
ongoing efforts and gain access to exclusive 
benefits.

Benefits of Being a Friend of ROTOS
1. Support ROTOS’ Mission: Your donation helps 

the ROTOS Foundation continue achieving its 
goals

2. Exclusive Resources: Gain access to various 
resources and be the first to know about 
upcoming events

3. Research Interests Groups (RIGs): Enjoy access 
to the RIGs hosted on our website

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/06/frien
ds-area/

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/research-interest-groups-rigs/&data=05|02|a.laverfawcett@yorksj.ac.uk|f9aa7ab28b134bd2af4408dc87d8ef33|5c8ae38ef85b4309b7ec862815a37aee|0|0|638534613000534043|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|0|||&sdata=EtC7u/SXVEvNCr8TAQIcpgMc3dPM58wIgMNZL1Qr2Xc=&reserved=0
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/06/friends-area/


How to Become a 
Friend of ROTOS

Choose Your Friendship Level: Decide on 
the type of friendship you want to pursue:

• Student Friend of ROTOS: For 
undergraduate students the suggested 
minimum donation is 10€

• Friend of ROTOS: For practitioners, 
master students, PhD students, 
researchers, educators, and managers 
the suggested minimum donation is 20 
€.

• For institutions, organisations or 
universities, the Collaborator type is 
recommended. It will include all the 
staff as Friend of ROTOS. The suggested 
donation for collaborators is minimum 
100€



How to Become a Friend of 
ROTOS

1. Make a Donation: Contribute the 
suggested donation amount.Please note 
that this suggested donation grants you 
benefits for an entire year, with 
memberships being renewed or cancelled 
each September.

2. Provide the following details:
o Full name
o Institution/organization/university
o Proof of donation
o Preferred email address
o If you are a student, include a copy of 

your current studies.
3. Submit Your Application: Send the above 

information to communications@rotos.eu

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/donate/&data=05|02|a.laverfawcett@yorksj.ac.uk|f9aa7ab28b134bd2af4408dc87d8ef33|5c8ae38ef85b4309b7ec862815a37aee|0|0|638534613000542826|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|0|||&sdata=J7FCEDCGAM0DxS0LCLArw43x/M3DYhv3Kp8ZKcqHfOU=&reserved=0
mailto:communications@rotos.eu


Friend of ROTOS

After Submission

 Confirmation: Upon receipt, 
you will receive a confirmation 
email and a password to 
access the FRIENDS AREA

 Password Updates: Please 
note that the password will 
change periodically, and you 
will receive updates via email

Please contact us 
with any 

suggestions or 
questions



Research interest 
Groups (RIGs)

One of the primary goals of ROTOS 
Foundation is to build a robust 
network among researchers in 
Occupational Therapy (OT) and 
Occupational Science (OS)

To facilitate this, ROTOS is 
developing the Research Interest 
Groups (RIGs), designed to connect 
OT and OS professionals who share 
common research interests



What Are 
RIGs?

RIGs are going to be specialised 
groups led by dedicated researchers 
who volunteer their time to guide 
and organise the group’s activities. 
Each RIG will focus on a specific topic 
within OT and/or OS, providing a 
platform for members to:
• Inspire and learn from each other
• Share their work and current 

research projects
• Collaborate on new research 

pathways and initiatives
• Collaborate on research projects 

and grant applications
• Discuss relevant articles and 

research
• Provide possibilities for 

mentoring



RIGs

Currently we are thinking of 5 RIGs but are 
very open to people suggesting other groups, 
which might also be on methodologies or 
research with other populations:

1. Children and Family 

2. Older people

3. Mental Health

4. Long-term health conditions

5. Community

Focuses on the role of occupational 
therapy in community settings, promoting 
social inclusion, participation, and 
community health initiatives.

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-children-and-family/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-mental-health/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-chronic-pain/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rigs-community/


RIGs

RIGS will have their own page on the ROTOS website

Research Interest Groups (RIGs) (rotosfoundation.eu)

RIG leads will be invited to the ROTOS annual meeting 
each year to provide a brief update about their group

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/research-interest-groups-rigs/


RIGs

• What do you think of the 
suggested 5 topics for RIGs? 

• Do you have any other suggestions 
for a RIG?

• Would you be interested to join 
any of these RIGs?

• Would you be interested to lead or 
co-lead a RIG? Please contact Iris 
i.dimbwadyo@rotos.eu

•

mailto:i.dimbwadyo@rotos.eu


Group discussions

Please get into one of 5 
groups for the potential 
RIGs:

1. Children and Family 

2. Older people

3. Mental Health

4. Long-term health 

conditions

5. Community

6. Other

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-children-and-family/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-mental-health/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-chronic-pain/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rigs-community/


Please discuss and then on Post-it 
notes write down

Brainstorm

How best to set up and 

maintaining a successful RIG on 

a research area/population

Put your ideas and advices on 

the post-its



Group feedback on brainstorm

Group feedback, comments and questions



Thoughts, comments and questions

• communications@rotos.eu

mailto:communications@rotos.eu


How to get involved

ROTOS website: https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/

Contact us at communications@rotos.eu

or using the form on the website:

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/contact-us/

@therotosfoundation    @_ROTOS_

LinkedIn (20+) FacebookAlso find us on

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/
mailto:communications@rotos.eu
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/contact-us/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12865528/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094470124840

