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Plan for the Network meeting

• Summary of the results from the 
ROTOS Network Survey

• ROTOS’ Mission and Values

• ROTOS Strategy 2024-2027: updates 
to ROTOS’ vision, new goals and 
objectives, and action plan

• Occupational Therapy Europe 
Congress plans

• How you can get involved

• Final comments and questions

@_ROTOS_

communications@rotos.eu

mailto:communications@rotos.eu


ROTOS Foundation Board

Prof. Alison Laver-Fawcett (Chair)
alison.laver-fawcett@rotos.eu

Naomi Hankinson 
naomi.hankinson@coteceurope.eu

SandraSánchez Viramalay 
(Communications Lead)
sandra.sanchezvir@rotos.eu

BOARD MEMBERS – ROTOS Foundation

Dr. Margo van Hartingsveldt
(Vice-Chair)

Dr. Daphne Kos
(Secretary) daphne.kos@rotos.eu

+ 2 
vacancies

mailto:alison.laver-fawcett@rotos.eu
mailto:naomi.hankinson@coteceurope.eu
mailto:sandra.sanchezvir@rotos.eu
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2023/07/04/board-members/
mailto:daphne.kos@rotos.eu


ROTOS Foundation Board

Lisette Farias Vera
Liaison with European Network 
of Occupational Therapists in 
Higher Education (ENOTHE) Board

BOARD MEMBERS – ROTOS Foundation

The ROTOS Board members are appointed for an initial 4-year period. 
Their role can be extended for 2 more years. Therefore, the maximum 
term served as a ROTOS Board member is 6 years.
As a Foundation, the Board has up to 7 Board members. 
In addition, The Board can co-opt members for particular projects 

or who have specific expertise.

María Alonso-Ferreira
Liaison with the Occupational Science 
Europe (OSE) Board

Sinead Hynes
Lead for the COST 
Grant application

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2023/07/04/board-members/


ROTOS Network Survey

• Purpose of the survey: To gather information about 
researchers across Europe interested in ROTOS Foundation 
and their expectations and suggestions for the ROTOS 
Foundation. 

• Open: 18/12/23   Closed: 19/02/24

• Disseminated through: LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, X 
(Twitter). 

• Total participants: (N=53) 

• Are you currently engaged in occupational therapy and / or 

occupational science research? YES: 39         NO: 14

• A wide range of research areas were mentioned by respondents



Occupational role (multiple options) 









Highest level of education



How would describe your level of research knowledge and expertise?



Expectations of the ROTOS 
Network

What are you expecting joining the ROTOS NETWORK? (E.g.: services, 
meetings, assistance, networking of researchers, guidelines, information about 
grants....)

The most frequent response was ‘Networking’ or ‘Network’ with 27/53 people 
mentioning this in their responses

Respondents also frequently mentioned ‘connecting’ ‘connections’ and ‘meetings’. 

Respondents sought a space to discuss research ideas, share their research, and 
form research collaborations.

A few respondents joined the ROTOS Network ‘for inspiration’ 

A few respondents mentioned receiving information and/or support with research 
grants.

A few respondents were seeking information about research opportunities, 
guidelines, research post vacancies,



ROTOS’ Mission

Connecting 
occupational therapy 
and occupational 
science researchers 
across Europe to 
maximise the impact of 
their research.

Connecting Supporting DisseminatingEmpoweringFacilitating



ROTOS’ Proposed Values

❖ Diversity, justice, and 
inclusion 

❖ Sustainability

❖ Collaborating with all 
stakeholders

❖ Valuing input based on 
equity

Aligning with 
COTEC’s values

This work will 
be led by 

Naomi



ROTOS’ Updated Vision

Improving European 
peoples’ lives by having 
one strong voice about 
the benefits of 
occupational therapy 
and occupational science 
research.



Proposed Goals for 
2024-2027

1. To build a sustainable ROTOS Foundation to work 
towards its vision and mission.

2. To build a strong network  of occupational therapy and 
occupational science researchers.

3. To empower occupational therapy and occupational 
science researchers to build impact for people and 
society into their research.

4. To encourage occupational therapy and occupational 
science researchers to use their voices to speak out 
about the benefits of occupational therapy through 
their research and wider evidence.



Objective 1: By the end of 2024 we will have a clear 
sustainable structure for ROTOS for the next 3 years

Example of Actions for 2024:
− To update the strategic plan

− To define the ROTOS Foundation’s values

− To update the ROTOS website with our new mission, vision, goals, objectives, and actions

− To set up how people can donate by Paypal on the website to become a friend of ROTOS, 
Contributor to ROTOS, and/ or make a donation

− To recruit new ROTOS board members: 

− Chair (vacancy from 1st November 2024, with an opportunity to shadow from summer 2024)

− Secretary (vacancy from 1st November 2024, with an opportunity to shadow from summer 
2024)

− Treasurer and fundraiser (current vacancy, Treasurer currently being undertaken by Margo 
along with her Vice-Chair role, so an opportunity to shadow)

− ROTOS network and Research Interest Group (RIG) lead – a new Board role

− Co-opted Board member to provide a liaison with SPOT – a New Board role

− Plan an online meeting near the end of 2024 between the ROTOS board and the OSE board to 
discuss further collaboration (we already have a Co-opted Board member who is  liaison with the 
OSE Board)



Objectives 2: Facilitate connections between Occupational 
Therapy and Occupational Science researchers 

Example Actions:

− To facilitate the development of a minimum of five Research Interest Groups (RIGs) for 
different areas of Occupational Therapy and Occupational Science research by the end of 
2024 for ‘Friends of ROTOS’ members of ‘ROTOS Collaborator’ organisations

− To identify five Research Interest Group leaders before Occupational Therapy Europe 
Congress in Krakow

− Developing guidelines for the Research Interest Groups - Naomi

− Sending the emails to the ROTOS Network and OT-Europe expert list for leading and 
joining the groups

− To hold a network meeting on the 10th of June to discuss the development of ROTOS 
Research Interest Groups

− To have a minimum of 50 friends of ROTOS

− To have a minimum of 100 researchers in the ROTOS-network
Initial Research Interest groups:
− Older people
− Children, young people, and 

families
− Mental health
− Long-term health conditions
− Community

RIG goals:
- Connecting
- Collaborating
- Learning 
- Inspiring 



Objective 3: to raise awareness of the importance of research 
impact and building understanding of how to achieve impact 

To raise awareness of the importance of research impact and build understanding of 
how to achieve impact, and how to include planning for impact in research proposals 
by reaching a minimum of 50 researchers by the end of 2024.

Example actions:

- Research Impact webinar (held Jan 2024, PowerPoint on ROTOS website) 

- 2 hour session on Research Impact at the OT Europe congress (October 2024).

- Create a space for discussion about research impact in a network meeting.

- Webinar in December 2024 on impact of occupational therapy and occupational 
science research



Objective 4: Support making occupational therapy and 
occupational science research evidence accessible

Example actions:
• Deliver a webinar on ‘Creating Evidence matters’ (in July 2024)

•  Deliver a webinar on ‘Lay summaries and infographics’ (in early 2025)



Please get in touch 
if you would you 
like to contribute to 
the ROTOS actions?



How to get involved

• ROTOS website: 
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/

• Contact us using the form:

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/contact-us/

@therotosfoundation    @_ROTOS_

LinkedIn (20+) FacebookAlso find us on

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/contact-us/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12865528/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094470124840


1st Occupational Therapy Europe Congress 2024 || Poland, Krakow | (ot-
europe2024.com)

• Please come to the 2 hour ROTOS Network 
meeting at the Congress

• Please attend the OT Europe ROTOS led 
session on Research Impact at the Congress

https://ot-europe2024.com/
https://ot-europe2024.com/


ROTOS Pre-Congress 
Masterclass

Title: Critically appraising standardised assessments and outcome measures for practice and research 

Date: Tuesday 15th October 2024, 1 – 4 pm CET
Duration: 3 hours   
Venue: ICE Congress Centre in Krakow, Poland
Cost: 50 euros or 35 euros (reduced rate for COTEC / ENOTHE members).

In this Masterclass we will discuss factors to consider when critically appraising standardised assessments and outcome 
measures for practice and research. This includes the assessments’ purpose, content and level of measurement, the 
adequacy of standardisation, and evidence of validity, reliability, and clinical utility. Several websites and resources to 
support your critical appraisal will be shared. 

The Masterclass is being delivered by Professor Alison Laver-Fawcett, Professor in Occupational Therapy, and Emeritus 
Professor Diane Cox, co-authors of the textbook ‘Principles of Assessment and Outcome Measurement for Allied Health 
Professionals: Practice, Research and Development’, and Dr Margo van Hartingsveldt, Associate Professor. Both Alison and 
Margo have experience in developing and standardising occupational therapy assessments, including the development of 
assessments during their PhD studies. 

Add to your Congress registration: Registration | 1st Occupational Therapy Europe Congress 2024 || Poland, 
Krakow (ot-europe2024.com)

https://ot-europe2024.com/registration/
https://ot-europe2024.com/registration/


COST grant application

• Improving Clinical Outcomes And 
knowLedge ImplementaTION for 
Older Adults

• Lead: Synead Hynes and the University of 
Galway 
sinead.hynes@universityofgalway.ie

Submitted October 2023 – we 
are awaiting the outcome 

mailto:sinead.hynes@universityofgalway.ie


Thoughts, comments and questions

communications@rotos.eu

mailto:communications@rotos.eu
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