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Plan for the Network meeting

• ROTOS Board vacancies

• ROTOS’ mission, vision and goals

• Friends of ROTOS

• ROTOS Research interest groups

• How you can get involved

• Final comments and questions@_ROTOS_

communications@rotos.eu

mailto:communications@rotos.eu


ROTOS Foundation Board

Prof. Alison Laver-Fawcett (Chair)
alison.laver-fawcett@rotos.eu

Naomi Hankinson 
naomi.hankinson@coteceurope.eu

SandraSánchez Viramalay 
(Communications Lead)
sandra.sanchezvir@rotos.eu

BOARD MEMBERS (rotosfoundation.eu)

Dr. Margo van Hartingsveldt
(Vice-Chair)

Prof. Daphne Kos
(Secretary) daphne.kos@rotos.eu

+ 2 
vacancies

mailto:alison.laver-fawcett@rotos.eu
mailto:naomi.hankinson@coteceurope.eu
mailto:sandra.sanchezvir@rotos.eu
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/about-rotos/
mailto:daphne.kos@rotos.eu


Co-opted Board members

Lisette Farias Vera
Liaison with European Network 
of Occupational Therapists in 
Higher Education (ENOTHE) Board

The ROTOS Board members are appointed for an initial 4-year period. 
Their role can be extended for 2 more years. Therefore, the maximum 
term served as a ROTOS Board member is 6 years.
As a Foundation, the Board has up to 7 Board members. 
In addition, The Board can co-opt members for particular projects 

or who have specific expertise.

María Alonso-Ferreira
Liaison with the Occupational Science 
Europe (OSE) Board

Sinead Hynes
Lead for the COST 
Grant application



Would you be interested to join the 
Board?

• Chair (from 1st November 2024) advert and 
application form circulating

• Treasurer advert (from 1st September 2024) 
advert and application form circulating

• Secretary (from 1st November 2024) to be 
advertised shortly

• ROTOS Network Lead (from 1st November 
2024). To be advertised shortly



ROTOS’ Mission

Connecting occupational therapy 
and occupational science 
researchers across Europe to 
maximise the impact of their 
research.

Connecting Supporting DisseminatingEmpoweringFacilitating



ROTOS’ Vision

Improving European 
peoples’ lives by having 
one strong voice about 
the benefits of 
occupational therapy 
and occupational science 
research.



Goals for 
2024-2027

1. To build a sustainable ROTOS Foundation to work 
towards its vision and mission.

2. To build a strong network  of occupational therapy and 
occupational science researchers.

3. To empower occupational therapy and occupational 
science researchers to build impact for people and 
society into their research.

4. To encourage occupational therapy and occupational 
science researchers to use their voices to speak out 
about the benefits of occupational therapy through 
their research and wider evidence.



Friends of ROTOS

Become a Friend of ROTOS
• Friend of ROTOS is the title awarded to 

those actively participating in and 
supporting the ROTOS Foundation. By 
becoming a Friend of ROTOS, you contribute 
to the Foundation's ongoing efforts and gain 
access to exclusive benefits.

Benefits of Being a Friend of ROTOS
1. Support ROTOS’ Mission: Your donation 

helps the ROTOS Foundation continue 
achieving its goals.

2. Exclusive Resources: Gain access to 
various resources and be the first to know 
about upcoming events.

3. Research Interests Groups (RIGs): Enjoy 
access to the RIGs hosted on our website.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rotosfoundation.eu%2Fresearch-interest-groups-rigs%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ca.laverfawcett%40yorksj.ac.uk%7Cf9aa7ab28b134bd2af4408dc87d8ef33%7C5c8ae38ef85b4309b7ec862815a37aee%7C0%7C0%7C638534613000534043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EtC7u%2FSXVEvNCr8TAQIcpgMc3dPM58wIgMNZL1Qr2Xc%3D&reserved=0


How to Become a Friend of 
ROTOS

Choose Your Friendship Level: Decide on the 
type of friendship you want to pursue.

o Student Friend of ROTOS: For 
undergraduate students the suggested 
minimum donation is 10€ 

o Friend of ROTOS: For practitioners, 
master students, PhD students, 
researchers, educators, and managers 
the suggested minimum donation is 20 €.

o For institutions, organisations or 
universities, the Collaborator type is 
recommended. It will include all the staff 
as Friend of ROTOS. The suggested 
donation for collaborators is minimum 
100€



How to Become a Friend of 
ROTOS

1. Make a Donation: Contribute the suggested 
donation amount.Please note that this 
suggested donation grants you benefits for an 
entire year, with memberships being renewed 
or cancelled each September.

2. Provide the following details:
o Full name
o Institution/organization/university
o Proof of donation
o Preferred email address
o If you are a student, include a copy of 

your current studies.
3. Submit Your Application: Send the above 

information to communications@rotos.eu

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rotosfoundation.eu%2Fdonate%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ca.laverfawcett%40yorksj.ac.uk%7Cf9aa7ab28b134bd2af4408dc87d8ef33%7C5c8ae38ef85b4309b7ec862815a37aee%7C0%7C0%7C638534613000542826%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7FCEDCGAM0DxS0LCLArw43x%2FM3DYhv3Kp8ZKcqHfOU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:communications@rotos.eu


Friend of ROTOS

After Submission
• Confirmation: Upon receipt, 

you will receive a 
confirmation email and a 
password to access the 
FRIENDS AREA.

• Password Updates: Please 
note that the password will 
change periodically, and you 
will receive updates via 
email.

Please contact us 
with any 

suggestions or 
questions



Research interest Groups (RIGs)

• One of the primary goals of ROTOS 
Foundation is to build a robust 
network among researchers in 
Occupational Therapy (OT) and 
Occupational Science (OS). 

• To facilitate this, ROTOS is developing 
the Research Interest Groups (RIGs), 
designed to connect OT and OS 
professionals who share common 
research interests.



What Are RIGs?

RIGs are going to be specialised groups led by 
dedicated researchers who volunteer their time 
to guide and organise the group’s activities. 

Each RIG will focus on a specific topic within OT 
and/or OS, providing a platform for members 
to:

• Inspire and learn from each other.

• Share their work and current research 
projects.

• Collaborate on new research pathways and 
initiatives.

• Collaborate on research projects and grant 
applications. 

• Discuss relevant articles and research.

• Provide possibilities for mentoring.



RIGs

Currently we are thinking of 5 RIGs but are 
very open to people suggesting other groups, 
which might also be on methodologies or 
research with other populations:

1. Children and Family 

2. Older people

3. Mental Health

4. Long-term health conditions

5. Community

Focuses on the role of occupational 
therapy in community settings, promoting 
social inclusion, participation, and 
community health initiatives.

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-children-and-family/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-mental-health/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rig-chronic-pain/
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/2024/05/19/rigs-community/


RIGs

Research Interest Groups (RIGs) (rotosfoundation.eu)

RIGS will have their own page on the ROTOS website

Research Interest Groups (RIGs) (rotosfoundation.eu)

RIG leads will be invited to the ROTOS annual meeting 
each year to provide a brief update about their group

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/research-interest-groups-rigs/


RIGs

• What do you think of the 
suggested 5 topics for RIGs? 

• Do you have any other 
suggestions for a RIG?

• Would you be interested to 
join any of these RIGs?

• Would you be interested to 
lead or co-lead a RIG? Please 
contact Margo at 
m.j.van.hartingsveldt@hva.nl

mailto:m.j.van.hartingsveldt@hva.nl


Thoughts, comments and questions

communications@rotos.eu

mailto:communications@rotos.eu


1st Occupational Therapy Europe Congress 2024 || Poland, Krakow | (ot-
europe2024.com)

• Please come to the 2 hour ROTOS Network 
meeting at the Congress

• Please attend the OT Europe ROTOS led 
session on Research Impact at the Congress

https://ot-europe2024.com/
https://ot-europe2024.com/


ROTOS Pre-Congress 
Masterclass

Title: Critically appraising standardised assessments and outcome measures for practice and research 

Date: Tuesday 15th October 2024, 1 – 4 pm CET
Duration: 3 hours   
Venue: ICE Congress Centre in Krakow, Poland
Cost: 50 euros or 35 euros (reduced rate for COTEC / ENOTHE members).

In this Masterclass we will discuss factors to consider when critically appraising standardised assessments and outcome 
measures for practice and research. This includes the assessments’ purpose, content and level of measurement, the 
adequacy of standardisation, and evidence of validity, reliability, and clinical utility. Several websites and resources to 
support your critical appraisal will be shared. 

The Masterclass is being delivered by Professor Alison Laver-Fawcett, Professor in Occupational Therapy, and Emeritus 
Professor Diane Cox, co-authors of the textbook ‘Principles of Assessment and Outcome Measurement for Allied Health 
Professionals: Practice, Research and Development’, and Dr Margo van Hartingsveldt, Associate Professor. Both Alison and 
Margo have experience in developing and standardising occupational therapy assessments, including the development of 
assessments during their PhD studies. 

Add to your Congress registration: Registration | 1st Occupational Therapy Europe Congress 2024 || Poland, 
Krakow (ot-europe2024.com)

https://ot-europe2024.com/registration/
https://ot-europe2024.com/registration/


How to get involved

ROTOS website: https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/

Contact us at communications@rotos.eu

or using the form on the website:

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/contact-us/

@therotosfoundation    @_ROTOS_

LinkedIn (20+) FacebookAlso find us on

https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/
mailto:communications@rotos.eu
https://www.rotosfoundation.eu/contact-us/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12865528/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094470124840
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