
AUUL? ' k T i Z 4 ,  hospitoZized siiicp 
1361, coniinued h i s  eiucotion b3 
t u t o ~ .  in 1365 he wn8 mong t h e  
.five best  secondard sc>iooL g~ndu- 
oies of the  ~ i l 0 2 e  0: B m m ~ i o .  His 
hopes t o  achieue a higher educa- 
t i o n  and become n teacher were 
thwarted b!i the  medieval faciZi-  
t i e s  of Cem.a?i u?!-I.~e?sities. A f t e r  
f inding ?g aniiversity t h o t  would 
accept n ~ e s p o ,  he arriiiea i n  t i e  
U.S. i n  i!arch 1966 to study a t  U. 
C. L. A. (Llniuersiia of Call.?ornia, 
Los AngeLesJ. Hls  ezpenses are 
being dsfrayzd by schoLarshipa 

46 nni t i !e a n ~ n r i a n  Csoen?mzr;t. 

by Adolf Ratzka ODYSSEY of a BAVARIAN SCHOLAR {iespo) B a v a r i a I C a I  i tornia 

I n  July 1961 I contracted polio. After 
having spent three months in an iron 
lung I was able to breathe an my o m  
d-ring the day. For sleeping pvrposes I 
am still dependent on respiratory aid. 

I" 1963, after learning to sit up in 
a wheelchair with the aid of a leather 
and steel corset and to write legibly, 
I felt like continuing my education. 
~ ~ ~ i n g  the next years some teachers 
came info the children's hospital, the 
place where I am still living, and tu- 
tored me in the main subjects. In July 
1965 1 was lucky enough to pass the fi- 
nal exams of the secondary school with 
a good average. 

If had always been my plan to attend 
a university after secondary school.But 
after this seemed impossible. Be- 
cause of the great age of German univer- 
sities they contain many architectural 
harriers to wheelchairs. The buildings, 
which are dispersed over the city area, 
are narrow with smal1,overcrorrded rooms. 

NOW it is time fo fell of the key fig- 
ure in my post polio life, Mrs. Vollmar 
manager of the "Pfennigparade E.V. ." an 
~ ~ ~ a ~ i s a t i o n  for the aid of polio vic- 

tims. Mrs. Vallmar, the most unusual 
and charming person you have ever seen, 
had encouraged me to conrinue my sec- 
ondary school. She had the idea that in 
the U.S.A.there might be better chances 
£01 me to attend a university especial- 
ly adapted fa the needs of the disabled 
someone told her of the Toomey j Gazette 
$0 she wrote for the excellent 1962 edi- 
tion, "Quads on Quadrangles," and in 
December 1964 we began our inquiry for 
a university which would take me. 
During this rime of hope and set- 

backs, Mrs. Joseph S. (Gini) Laurie, 
managing editor of Toomey j Gazette,was 
happy with me when I reported success 
and encouraged me, gave me new ideas, 
and some more addresses when I told her 
about disappointments. 
During the last year, I contacted the 

following schools: University of Illi- 
nois, Southern Illinois University, Uni- 
versicy of Nissouri, University of Cal- 
ifornia (LO* hgeles), university of 
California (Berkeley), City College of 
New York, and Hofstra university. 
Hofstra and the City College of New 

York replied that they had no residence 



h a l l s  f o r  me.   he u. of Xissour i  reject- 
ed my app l i c a t i on  f o r  admission because 
I not  s e l f - su f f i c i en t - - I  have only 
"se of both hands and t he  r i g h t  arm be- 
low th e  shoulder.  The u. of I l l i n o i s ,  
which seems ro have the  b e s t  f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  wheelchair  s t uden t s  i n  the  world, 
also handles mostly iadependent stu- 
dents.  Although i t  has a program fo r  a 
few non-se l f - suf f ic ien t  s t uden t s ,  t h i s  
i s  s t i l l  i n  r he  p i l o t  s tudy s tage .  

Saufhern I l l i n o i s  U. admits t he  more 
severe ly  handicapped s t uden t ,  but  makes 
h i s  admission dependent on h i s  a l ready  
having secured an a t tendant .  

I turned  t o  Ca l i f o rn i a  where t he  c l i -  
mate is s a i d  ra be favorable  for  res- 
pos. At Berkeley, t he r e  are two lloornay 
readers  l i v i n g  i n  t he  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  in- 
f i rma ry  and doing wel l  d e s p i t e  t he  
h i l l y  campus. 

I n  September 1965, M r s .  Vallmar v i s i t -  
ed,  on h e r  t r i p  through t h e  U.S.A.. t he  
V.  of I l l i n o i s  and U.C.L.A. At U.of Ill- 
i n o i s ,  she was informed t h a t  they covld 
n o t  take me because of my kidney rrou- 
b l e s ,  on account of t h e i r  l a ck  of su r -  
g i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  A t  U.C.L.A. she  was 
t o l d  t h a t  my po l i o  d i s a b i l i t i e s  would 
c o n s t i t u t e  no obs t ac l e  t o  my academic 
admission i f  I covld work our arrange- 
ments for my housing and a t tendant .  

I n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  M r s .  Vollmar a l s o  m e t  

Toore? reader ,  >lr. Ralph Dosch of Long 
Beach, o f  whom she  had heard through 
~ ~ l ~ h ' s  pen p a l  i n  Zlunich, Toomey read- 

er Eliss Ingr id  Leirner.  On my inqu i ry  
f o r  a u n i v e r s i t y  I asked many Toomey 
r e ade r s  f a r  information and they helped 
m e  i n  every way pos s ib l e  and encouraged 
m e  a g r ea t  dea l .  I would l i k e  t o  rake  
c h i s  oppor tuni ty  to thank them a l l .  I 
found o u t  t h a t  Toomey readers  s t i c k  to- 
ge the r  l i k e  a creJ. 

As 500" as Ralph heard of my p l ans  to 
a t t end  U.C.L.A., he  s t a r r e d  doing every- 
t h ing  pos s ib l e  as t o  g e t t i n g  infarma- 
t i on ,  contac t ing  f i rms  and organisa-  
t i o n s ,  v i s i t i n g  p l ace s  and meeting per-  
sons. ~ l y  f i n a l  arrangements are: the 
f i r s t  few months I w i l l  a t t e n d  English 
courses as an aud i t o r  and w i l l  l i v e  i n  
a nearby Convalescent Hospi ta l  (Beverly 
West Hospi ta l ,  1516 Sawte l le  Blvd., Los 
Angeles 25, Cal . ) .  I n  t h e  summer ses- 
s i o n  I w i l l  s t a r t  r egu l a r  study and 
w i l l  l i v e  i n  a Residence Hal l ,  i f  pos- 
s i b l e ,  o r  f ind  a s u i t a b l e  apartment and 
l i v e  with one o r  two a t t endan t s .  

Without Ralph's and h i s  mother 's  he lp  
it would have taken me much longer  to  
f i nd  such accommodations i n  Los Angeles. 
S ince  I h o w  t h a t  I "ill have a r e a l  
f r i e n d  t h e r e , I  am even more happy about 
the thought of going co L.A. 

Soon a f t e r  I had begun my correspon- 
dence I r ea l i z ed  t h a t ,  us ing  a rocking 
bed , i r  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  ge t  a room. 
So I looked around f o r  a l e s s  bulky r r  
s p i r a t o r .  F i r s t  I t r i e d  out a Thompson 
pnevmobelr which Toomeg reader,Mr. Char- 
l e s  F roe l i che r ,  European Thompson repre-  

s e n t a t i v e ,  l e n t  me. After  i f  turned o u t  
t h a t  I covld not s l e ep  with t h e  a i d  of 
t he  pneumobelt, I t r i e d  a chesr-abdomen 
cu i r a s s .  After  o r i g i n a l  d i f r i i - u l t i e s  I 
a m  now used t o  it.1 a l s o  iomr-;rl nu t  t h a t  
my chances of g e t t i n g  a d n i t l e d  by a 
school would be b e t t e r  i f  8y medical re- 
p a r t  d id  n o t  con t a in  "kidney t roubles ."  
Since my i ron  lung period I had had a 
b ig  kidney stone which always caused 
t roubles .  Af t e r  cxarninafions and consid- 
e r a t i o n s ,  the  surgeons f i n a l l y  took t he  
r i g h t  kidney ou t  i n  December 1965. 

But a l l  endeavors would have been i n  
va in  i f  Mrs. Vollmar had no t  solved the  
main problem--the f inances.Because I  am 
a war orphan t h e  Bavarian Government is. 
sponsoring me. But to  convince t h e  au- 
t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t he r e  was no way f o r  me 
fo a t t end  a German u n i v e r s i t y  and to  in-  
t e r e s t  them i n  f inancing  my study i n  
t h e  U.S.A. was Elrs. Vollmar's work.This 
was i n  t he  summer of 1965. Then, i n  Feb- 
ruary  1966, t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Bavar- 
i a n  Government--all are n i c e  people-- 
were ready t o  s i gn  t he  necessary  papers. 

Af te r  g e t t i n g  the  v i s a  and making a l l  
p repara t ions ,  I am today (March 25,  
1966). t h r ee  days before my rake o f f ,  
t h e  happies t  man i n  t h e  world. 

I wovld be  happy i f  t h e s e  l i n e s  would 
be of some va lue  to  o the r  respos who 
are  looking f o r  a s u i t a b l e  school o r  i f  
they covld even encourage others co 
start i;,e Odyssey from u n i v e r s i t y  to  
v n i v e r s i t y  applying f o r  admission.  B 
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