
A PROACTIVE APROACH FOR 
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF 
PLASTICS & RECYCLING 
INDUSTRY IN TURKIYE 
 A CASE STUDY: PAGEV 

The Unifying Power of the Plastics Industry 



TURKIYE’S CURRENT SITUATION , SHORT BULLETPOINTS

• Turkiye is mostly exporting its plastics goods products and Europe is the biggest destination. So most of the 
products become waste in EU. Turkey is an OECD Country that imports from all over the World waste 
thus it is also the leading importer of EU Plastics Waste .

• If  Turkiye’s domestic waste collection and recycling rates are fitted to EU level Turkiye  would be appr. 14. 
th in 27 EU countries in terms of recyling rates. 

• As PAGEV we transform our recycling industry , by setting standards to increase quality, increasing waste 
availability ( domestic, and imported) , preparing infrastructure, assisting public authorities on legislation , 
supporting DRS system setup , recycled content certification programmes, Microplastic prevention 
certification, design for recycling etc.

 
• %90 of the recyclers in Turkiye are our members , and today you have two of them here one of them in 

depolymerisation recycling ( Tulipack)  , and the other on mechanical recyling ( Meltem Kimya).



CURRENT REGULATIONS IN TURKİYE CONCERNING FOOD CONTACT OF RECYCLED PLASTICS

* At the moment the mechanically recycled Plastics is not allowed to come in contact with food in food packaging. 
Only depolymerized PET can come in to direct contact with food in food packaging.

* New EU 2022/1616 Regulation requires all approved mechanical recycling facilies to be certified and to be 
registered and thus «local authority» positive opinion . Whereas  there is no designated public local authority in 
Turkiye , curently.

* 2022/1616 requires use of food pacaking waste to be used in Food Contact Recyled Materials. As of October 10, 
2024, third-party quality assurance systems must be certified to control plastic waste during collection and pre-
processing. We are also building up a acreditated certification system.

* A lot of companies invested in EFSA approved Technologies from Europe and now wait for Local authority to be 
designated. PAGEV is working with Ministeries to catalyze the designation of  «local authority» . 
2022/1616 requires use of food pacaking waste to be used in Food Contact Recyled Materials.

 



PLASTIC INDUSTRY OF TURKİYE

Turkiye ranks 6th in the world sharing 2.8% of global production with more than 11 million 
tons of plastics processed each year.
Turkiye is second in European Continent after Germany in terms of plastics products 
production.

PAGEV ( Turkish Plastics Industrials’ Research Development & Education Foundation)

Founded: 1989
1750 associated firms and 1050 trustee companies
Representation; Approximately 11,000 companies in the entire Turkish Plastics Industry
value chain with 350,000 employees

International Memberships;
PlasticsEurope, EuPC, GPCA, WFO, CIPAD, World Plastic Council



PAGEV has its own Vocational and Technical High Schools
 Total Number of Students : 2000 

SUSTAINABILTY STARTS WITH EDUCATION



         We share the graduation joy of our students..

PLASTICS & RECYCLING TECHNICIANS OF FUTURE



COMPETENCE BUILD UP ON PLASTICS & RECYCLING

PAGEV VOC-TEST CENTER – PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE

• PAGEV Plastics Industry Vocational Knowledge and Skills Testing and
Certification Center

• In the Plastic and Recycling Industry "Professional Qualification
Certificate"



Plastics and Plastics 
Technology

PAGEV PLASTICS & RECYCLING PUBLICATIONS

EPS GEOFAM Applications and 
Technical Information Booklet

Cooling Systems and Applications in 
Plastics Industry 



«PAGEV PLASTICS CENTER OF EXCELLENCE» FOR ADVANCED PLASTICS



PAGEV PLASTICS INDUSTRY CONGRESS
PAGEV PLASTICS PACKAGING CONGRESS
PAGCEV PLASTICS RECYCLING CONGRESS

•MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT        EREMA  
•EU COMMISSION                             STARLINGER
•COCA COLA                                     BRUCKNER
•UNILEVER                  BATTENFELD
•DANONE                                           ENGEL
•EVYAP                                               ARBURG
•KLÖCKNER PENTAPLAS                HUSKY
•EuPC                  SABIC
•PLASTICS EUROPE                         RAVAGO
•INEOS STYROLUTION                     BOREALIS
•DOW CHEMICALS                            NETSTAL
• TOMRA                                          MITSUI
•ARCELIK                                        FORD
•PEPSI                                      RENAULT
•GPCA                  TOYOTA
•NESTLE                      P&G  
•AND MANY MORE PRESTIGIOUS BRANDS                                   



TECHNOLOGY & RAW MATERIALS MADE ACCESSIBLE WITH
 PAGEV PLASTEURASIA EXHIBITION

•13 halls, 
•120 thousand m2 
exhibition area, 
•41 participating 
countries, 
•1087 companies and 
representative offices, 
•115 visitor countries, 
•With 64.047 visitors 
•2nd largest Plastics 
Exhibition held every 
year in the world



SUSTAINABILTY STARTS WITH INFRASTRUCTURE
PAGEV ORGANISED INDUSTRY ZONES FOR PLASTICS & RECYCLING





MARINE DEBRIS, BASELL CONVENTION, 
UNEP INCs,MICROPLASTICS, 
TECHOLOGY UPDATES AND MORE ARE INTERNATIONAL 
PROBLEMS AND 
SHOULD BE SOLVED INTERNATIONALLY.
EU – TURKEY RELATIONS MATTER
ISTANBUL PLASTICS SUMMIT



INT. RELATIONS
US – TURKİYE INDUSTRY RELATIONS



INT RELATIONS
MIDDLE EAST – TURKIYE RELATIONS 
GPCA PLASTICON CONFERENCE - DUBAI



INT RELATIONS
GPA GLOBAL PLASTICS ALLIANCE - MALAYSIA



ACTIVE EFFORTS ON 
FIELD

«GREEN TRANSITION 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

ASSOCIATION 
(PAGCEV)»
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INCREASING DOMESTIC RECYCLING RATES. PAGCEV ( EPR FOR PACKAGING) 

•  To date, the representation of about 7.000 companies has been obtained.
•  1 million 346 thousand tons of packaging waste was recycled throughout Turkey.
• In 2020;
• A total of 83 municipalities in Balıkesir, Ankara, Denizli, Bursa, Muğla, Çanakkale, İzmir, İstanbul, 

Eskişehir, Mersin, Kocaeli, Aydın, Tekirdağ, Sakarya, Antalya, Adana, Konya, Karaman 
• 13.5 million people were served.



COLLECTION EQUIPMENTS



COLLECTION EQUIPMENTS



COLLECTION EQUIPMENTS



EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES - FOR HOUSEHOLDS



EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES



EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES



EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES-WORKSHOPS



AWARENESS ACTIVITIES



AWARENESS ACTIVITIES



AWARENESS ACTIVITIES



AWARENESS ACTIVITIES



AWARENESS ACTIVITIES



WASTE FREE OCEANS HAPPY FISH PROJECT
• The Turkish phase of the PAGÇEV Waste Free Oceans project will be carried out with the

cooperation of the Ministry of Environment and Urbanization of the Republic of Turkey, The 
fishermen and local governments.

• It will spread to all coasts of Turkey.
• In this context, our project work continues.



WASTE FREE OCEANS HAPPY FISH PROJECT



PROJECT ACTIVITIES

In cooperation with Cargill-ITU-PAGEV, we have implemented
the "1000 Farmers 1000 Abundance" Project.



OUTFIELD WORK 
OPERATION CLEAN SWEEP

• Microplastics in form of 
Granules/Pellets, Prevention 
Programme 

• OCS( Operation Clean Sweep) 



Trainings



Trainings



Trainings



Audits



Audits



Audits



Certified Companies



Events



Events



Events



Events



Press



REPLAST EURASIA PLASTICS RECYCLING 
TECHNOLOGIES AND RAW MATERIALS EXHIBITION 

RePlast Eurasia Plastics Recycling Exhibition in Istanbul

Türkiye is becoming the center of global recycling both by 
means of booming recycling investments and liberal waste 
feedstock policies . Thus Turkiye has availabilty of waste 
feedstock both domestically and by imports. As one of 
the largest importer of plastic waste and with its 80 million 
population and great tourist destination Türkiye has high 
amounts of plastic waste feedstock generation. Parallel to 
booming industry, Turkish Recycling Machinery & Equipment 
Industry has made a great leap supplying both domestic and 
international demand. Türkiye is Europe’s second largest 
Plastics Goods Manufacturer after Germany with annual 
production level of 11 million tons.
RePlast Eurasia, Plastics Recycling Technology and Raw 
Materials Exhibition will be held by TÜYAP and PAGCEV Green 
Transition and Technology Association at in Istanbul between 
2-4 May 2024.



RECYCLING CAMPAIGNS – PUBLIC AWARENESS UPLIFT





THANKS
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