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1. Introducing NMWE 
and the sector 
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• Representing NMW and SW producers 
• Founded in 2003 (successor to UNESEM, Paris, 1953)
• Team of 5, based in Brussels
• Mixed membership base of national trade associations and companies

• Member of 
Ø FoodDrink Europe (FDE) 
Ø International Council of Bottled Water Associations

About NMWE



NaturalMineralWatersEurope.org naturalmineralwaterseurope NMWE_Europe

>
50

0 
PR

O
D

U
CE

RS

Bottling companies 

Suppliers

National trade associations

Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
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EU associations

Watercoolers Europe
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Fragmented industry 
contributing to local 
development 

Source: GlobalData 2022
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Individual company…

Top 5 companies 
= less than 30% 
of the market
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Existential relationship with the environment

• Natural mineral and spring waters are a part of a water cycle fed by the nature. 
• Obligation to be ‘pure at source’ implies a high degree of protection upstream
Ø Thousand hectares of protected land around the sources (Spa, 1772)

- Prevention of 
harmful activity

- Sustainable water  
abstractions

- Healthy forests
- Healthy wetlands

Healthy water cycle
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PET – key component of NMWE’s circularity strategy

PET
87,48%

Glass
12,26%

Other (incl. unpacked, 
board, metal)

0,25%

Packaging materials
EU 2022

PET Glass Other (incl. unpacked, board, metal)

Source: GlobalData Soft Market Insights - 2022 Cycle
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Petcore Europe: a natural partner

Potential areas 
for future 

collaboration 
e.g. 

decarbonisation
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2. NMWE’s advocacy –
our journey
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The beginnings of NMWE (EFBW)

• Mission of the association focused on 
regulatory advocacy consisting in:

Ø Providing industry data to policymakers
where required

Ø Identifying regulatory gaps and 
suggesting measures to address them

Ø Propose EU-validated self-regulation
(GMP Code)

Ø Strong role of Expert Committees and 
Comitology

• No dedicated staff other than SG
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Evolving environment 

Need to be an 
actor of change!

Wider remit and 
engagement

Pressure from 
civil society

Green EU 
agenda

Expectations 
from stakeholders

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS
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Re-shaping our approach

From a regulatory level.. ...to an ambitious 
roadmap

From engaging with policy 
makers...

...to engaging with a 
wider community 

From individual... ...to joint advocacy
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Providing the sector with an ambitious roadmap

Decarbonisation

1.

Biodiversity

2.

Water efficiency

3.

Packaging
circularity

4.
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• Biodiversity project with IUCN
• EU Commission’s Business and Biodiversity Platform
• «Water Protect» project: best practice sharing with scientific community, drinking 

water suppliers, etc.
• Water stewardship: NMWE as a driver of collaboration with local partners
Ø Environmental NGOs
Ø Farmers

• Engagement with value chain on decarbonisation

From policy makers to a wider community
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Getting heard : from individual to joint advocacy 
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PPWR - A unique opportunity to enable circularity

• PPWR = opportunity to increase 
resource efficiency BUT need for

Ø Necessary enablers
Ø Science-based approach
Ø Preservation of value chain’s 

investments towards circularity
Ø Make it work for SMEs (a bottling line 

costs millions and is for 20 years...)



NaturalMineralWatersEurope.org naturalmineralwaterseurope NMWE_Europe

3. Challenges faced by small 
(and big) associations
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Advocacy – challenges faced

• Tight deadlines
• Multiplication of responsible stakeholders due 

to extention of policies’ scope
• Increased complexity requiring highly 

sophisticated data
• Dogmatism (scientifically-supported decision-

making?) and tabloid-style communication 
• Addressing local specificities while speaking 

with one voice and preserving internal market
• How do you get our SMEs on Board?
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It is all about collaboration.
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We look forward to strengthening 
our collaboration with Petcore.
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Thank you!

Patricia Fosselard
Secretary General

Natural Mineral Waters Europe
Place des Barricades 1

BE - 1000 Brussels

*patricia.fosselard@nmwe.org

Follow us! 

Natural Mineral Waters Europe 
(NMWE)

@NMWE_Europe

mailto:patricia.fosselard@nmwe.org
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