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Advocacy, Outreach, and Missions

Throughout 2023-2025, PJI engaged in advocacy missions, training programmes,
and outreach activities in The Hague and other locations worldwide.

These activities targeted legal practitioners, academics, civil society, and
policymakers, promoting stronger application of international criminal law and
supporting victim-centred justice.

PJI members produced a number of high-level publications related to international
criminal law.

Key Events and Contributions

Assembly of States Parties (ASP)

On 4 December 2024, during the 23rd Session of the ASP, PJI Directors Dr.
Matthew Gillett and Manuel Ventura delivered a formal statement highlighting the
urgent need to accelerate ICC proceedings, especially the delivery of reparations to
victims.

PJI urged the ASP and the Court to adopt judicial deadlines in binding instruments,
allowing deviations only in exceptional cases.

The statement cited the Central African Republic Special Criminal Court as a
model, having concluded proceedings, including reparations, within 19 months.

PJI also called for the greater integration of digital technology to improve
efficiency, transparency, and the probity of the Court’s work.

Speech Crimes Workshop

From 8-10 December 2024, PJI co-organised an expert workshop on speech crimes
at the University of Essex.



The event brought together a dozen leading experts to provide feedback on the draft
updated PJI Guidelines on Speech Crimes Under International Criminal Law,
advancing the next phase of the 2023-2026 project.

Publication Contributions

In March 2025, the International Nuremberg Principles Academy released
Understanding Hate Speech Within the Context of International Criminal Law,
authored by Rachel Horan with substantial contributions from PJI personnel.

The report provides analytical and practical guidance on addressing hate speech as a
precursor to atrocity crimes.

International Conference Presentation

In June 2025, at the 4th Annual Centre for Truth and Justice Conference, Dr.
Matthew Gillett presented “Crime Against Peace: Addressing the Crime of
Aggression in a Changing World”.

The presentation examined legal and policy challenges in prosecuting aggression in
light of contemporary geopolitical developments.

Strategic Projects and Partnerships

In 2023, the PJI Directors (with Dr. Matthew Gillett not voting) decided to
cooperate with the University of Essex to produce updated Guidelines on
Prosecuting Speech Crimes under International Criminal Law as an update to
its 2017 Hartford Guidelines on Speech Crimes which it co-produced.

This three-year project (2023-2026) seeks to incorporate recent jurisprudential
developments, comparative approaches, and practical lessons in prosecuting
speech-related crimes in the context of genocide, crimes against humanity, and
war crimes.

Conclusion

From 2023 to mid-2025, the Peace and Justice Initiative advanced its mission through
strategic legal research, expert collaboration, and active participation in global justice
forums.

Its efforts to modernise approaches to speech crimes, advocate for timely reparations, and
promote technological innovation in court proceedings reflect a consistent commitment to
strengthening the effectiveness, fairness, and accessibility of international criminal justice.
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