COURAGE OF THRUTH
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PARRHESIA
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Answer: To have the opportunity to think and speak.

Knowing why this is the way, will increase the potential enhancement
of this possibility.

Presumption: “Everyone" must know, and respect it.

“It's a slave's life not having the right to speak (...)
then one must endure the idiocy to those who decide (...)
you find that it pays to refuse ones nature, and become a slave"

Evripides




«Parrhesiay:
The core of democracy, "fearless speech”, knowledge
to say the truth, truth-saying / "parrhesiastes”.

It’s the brave, good, and openminded that carry F E A R

development. Michel Foucault
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NEW DEMOCRACY AND ANTIQUITY RESEARCH

UNITED STATES
CANADA
ENGLAND
NEW INTERDISCIPLINARY "DEMOCRATIC" LOOK AT ANTIQUITY.
ORIGINAL TEXTS FROM ANCIENT TIMES APPEAR IN A NEW LIGHT.

YOU ARE NOT GOOD. YOU BECOME GOOD!



250 vears before democracy; Homer:

"[s it strange that a tyrant unpunished can violate justice, and subtlety and continue with
no shame?" People do not deserve better (...) First and foremost, I am angry at the people
sitting silent, looking, and not even with words, trying to hide their shamelessness —even
that many (...) ..!' "

Mentor, in “The Osyssey”

(The people are cowardly, but a potential power. A seed for democratic thinking)




““Watch your tongue Thersithes. You should think twice about being the only one around
here who argues with one of your betters. I do not care how eloguent you are, you're
nothing but thrash” Odyssevs hits him with the sword over his back, and Thersithes turns

away with tears in his eyes and blood flowing from his back »”

Homer

Aristocracy = gr. «The bettersy
Thersites: A thruth-teller and a «whistlebloweryy, but also a shameless disrespectful

Mentor og Thersithes (Homer) are early stimulators for the free speech.




From Zevs to Stephen Hawking.




Dialectics: «To talk about the casen(Plato)/verbal investigation.
(Scientific method)

3. Synthesis: Higher level of knowledge/insight/new ideas/knowledge.
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1. Tesis: To hold something as thruth. 2. Anfithesis: «Not right», experience of loss,

disagreement, debate.

Man'’s consciousness: Must learn to survive/develop the talent: Attitude: Listen to Me!l What do you mean 2 What is true?
How to improve? What is righte Why, how, when, and what? Must be involved and recognized in order to be developed.

Democracy is the only form of society that ideally sets the expression as a method of justice and development.



PLATO:

“But when you don 't know the basics and the conclusion, and the intermediaries are put together
by something one does not know, how would one, even if they agree in such cases, say that they
have achieved true knowledge? (...) Dialectics are the only form of investigation that goes so that
it pushes the assumptions aside and tries to achieve a safe starting point. (...) Don t you look at
dialectics like the crown of all subjects, and you will do injustice in setting a different science
higher than that? It forms the keystone in the line of science. (...) By law you will decide that they
will receive the training that enables them to ask and answer questions in the most insightful
manner.

" The Republic” 533d, 5335.



Deduction: Split/devide to its parts.
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Induction: Generalize: From one thing to all alike.
Scientific thruths

«If», ... «so»: From premises,... to conclusion.



Democracy-cultural dynamic:

1 .Overall values: Autoritarian: Expectation of "loyalty." "An arm's length-management", fear of loosing job, exploitation, bullying
and harassment. Religion, special interests, individualized elitist power. Corruption and friend services.

2. In our time: Discovery of speech-lack. Improving appearance, but approaching a tipping point:

New issues / debates: “Whistleblowing” and reprisals, personal characteristics, democratic correctness, resolution of class
affiliation and political ideologies, accusations of populism, “fake news”, immigration from foreign cultures, religious skepticism
vs racism, special interests, individualized elitist power. Careerhunt, do and say "the right things." Corruption and friendship
services. Increased power centralization, more secret.

Results: Mix of old and new values/culture. Bullying and harassment. oppression and abuse of power uncovered, less production
and wealth, broken people and family life, poor expression reality, polarization, less truth and knowledge and development of
individual and community. The people loose courage. Mistrust in leaders, and democracy, and “turn away".

Feels confident to those who promise to “clean up”.

It gives "strong" leaders/mainstream (“correct”) opinions; danger of tyranny. (Plato)






