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Letter to UN Women regarding Theme 
of 16 Days of Activism 2025 
 
To: UN Women Executive Director, Sima Bahous 
CC: President of UN Women Board’s Bureau - H.E. Ms. Nicola Clase (Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative of Sweden to the United Nations); UN Women Brussels & Geneva 
Offices 
Subject: Not Just “Deepfakes”: Why the UNiTE Campaign Must Address Pornography as Digital 
Violence 
Date: October 2025, Stockholm 

Submitted by: Women’s Platform for Action International   

Dear Sima Bahous,  

As a global platform for action created to combat the growing multidimensional backlash against 
women and girls, we welcome the UNiTE campaign’s focus on digital violence against women 
and girls, particularly as AI-driven abuse escalates. However, we strongly object to the 
campaign’s framing of “digital violence” that excludes pornography except in the narrow 
context of non-consensual deepfakes. This framing risks erasing one of the most pervasive 
and normalized forms of digital violence against women today.   

As highlighted in the report1 the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women and Girls 
Reem Alsalem “Sex-based Violence against Women and Girls: New Frontiers and Emerging 
Issues”, referring to crimes of sexual digital forgery merely as “deepfakes” undermines their 
unlawfulness, trivializing what are in fact serious sexual crimes. Equally, she emphasises 
that the system of pornography presents violence and dehumanizing depictions of women, 
reinforcing stereotyped roles and maintaining women’s inferior status globally. Pornography is 
not a neutral or harmless digital medium; it is a structural driver of online and offline 
violence against women.   

Research consistently shows that the majority of pornography depicts physical aggression, 
humiliation, and coercion, overwhelmingly targeted at women. A landmark content analysis 
found that “88% of porn scenes contain physical aggression and 49% contain verbal 

 
1 https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-
regular/session59/advance-version/a-hrc-59-47-aev.pdf 
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aggression”2. Moreover, global studies highlighted in the UNSRVAWG’s report, show that 85% 
of women experience online violence, including harassment, sextortion, cyberbullying, and 
sexual exploitation, while 97% of reported child sexual abuse imagery involves girls. New AI 
tools exacerbate these harms by generating sexual and pornographic content aimed at coercion 
or extortion, resulting in trauma or even suicide.   

Therefore, to categorize pornography as harmless when it involves “consenting” women, ignores 
structural inequalities, coercive environments, and systemic grooming, abuse and 
commodification of women within the pornography industry. Consent in such circumstances 
cannot be used as a justification for gross human rights violations perpetuated in the 
pornography industry, which profits from the objectification, dehumanisation and 
degradation of women and girls.   

By excluding pornography from the definition of digital violence, the UNiTE campaign risks 
legitimizing one of the central drivers of misogynistic social norms, fuelling what the campaign 
aims to counter.   

As the effective action against AI-generated sexual abuse must occur within broader efforts to 
combat pornography and prostitution, prevent sexual exploitation, and criminalize pimping 
and the purchase of sexual acts, we urge UN Women to adopt a  human rights based definition 
of digital violence that includes pornography and not only AI-generated or “non-consensual 
deepfakes”. Failure to do so undermines the survivor-centred, transformative, and feminist 
principles of the campaign itself.   

As the UN body entrusted to monitor the global progress of the Bejing Declaration and Platform 
for Action (BPfA), the UN Women must not undermine the commitments of governments and 
international organisations under the Platform to  “Take effective measures or institute such 
measures, including appropriate legislation against pornography and the projection of 
violence against women and children in the media”. Making pornography industry invisible in 
the campaign against digital violence, UN Women does not only casts a serious doubt as to its 
understanding of the BPfA, but sends a signal to all women and girls that it is permissible to 
violate and harm our lives, sexualities and bodies as long as powerful industries make profit from 
this violence.  

The position of “neutrality” that the UN WOMEN has been trying to maintain on prostitution and 
its filmed version, pornography, is untenable in the face of systemic and gross violations the 
different branches of this industry perpetuate. We urge the UN Women to give a serious 
consideration to the reports (2024) produced by the UN Special Rapporteur on Eliminating 

 
2 Bridges, Ana & Wosnitzer, Robert & Scharrer, Erica & Sun, Chyng & Liberman, Rachael. (2010). 
Aggression and Sexual Behavior in Best-Selling Pornography Videos: A Content Analysis Update. Violence 
against women. 16. 1065-85. 10.1177/1077801210382866. 
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Violence Against Women and Girls, Reem Alsalem, which present sound evidence on the harms 
produced by the system of prostitution on the lives of women and society as a whole, as well as 
analysis on the legislation perspectives that work and those that do not in line with international 
human rights framework, including CEDAW Article 6.  

When women around the world demand respect to our dignity and rights, the UN Women 
must listen. It must respect international commitments under BPfA and CEDAW and must 
firmly align itself with the standards of these two instruments. We ask that the UN Women 
stands to its mission and have a clear position grounded in human rights on prostitution and 
pornography. 
 
-- 
Warm regards, 
Women's Platform for Action International (WoPAI) 
LinkedIn | womensplatformforaction.org 

Women’s Platform for Action International (WoPAI) is an International Non-Profit Women’s Association. We are an umbrella of 
women’s organisations and informal women’s rights groups globally. We are independent of religious and political affiliations. 

 

This letter is co-signed by the following organizations: 

Democracy Development Center 

VOGOI A-VESTA 

Center Women’s Perspectives 

БО « Волонтери Таїрова» 

NGO WA Sphere 

CIAMS - ICASM 

MARTA Centre 

Сеntre for Social and Gender Research "New Life" 

ХОГО Подільський центр «Ґендерна рада» 

Weavers of Hope 

NGO"ÇENTRE of GENDER CULTURE" 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-s-platform-for-action-international/
http://womensplatformforaction.org/
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Women’s Folk High School 

FiLiA Hague Mothers 

RISE 

Feminist Legal Clinic Incorporated 

FiLiA 

Association of Women of Southern Europe AFEM 

Swedish Women's Lobby 

Föreningen Hjälp till Behövande 

Dignity: A Journal of Analysis of Exploitation and Violence 

Red de mujeres Feminista Unidas por los derechos humanos CMDYM  

Corporación mujer denuncia y muevete  

Women's Declaration International - Argentina 

Campaña Ni una mujer mas victima de las redes de prostitucion Neuquen 

Fundación Arco iris Siglo XXI 

FUNDACION COMMUNITAS 

RIMA plataforma  

Centro para el Desarrollo de la Mujer AC 

Red Nacional de Mujeres Afrocolombianas Kambirí 

Laboratorio Feminista de Derechos Digitales 

Sin organización específica 

Mariposas Insurgentas 

Frente Feminista Nacional y Centro Cultural Esperanza Rodríguez , A.C. 

Observatorio Feminista Clara Zetkin ( OFCZ). 
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Independiente 

Frente Nacional Feminista Abolicionista  

Mujeres Siglo XXI  

Apomunda 

Alianza De Mujeres Tejedoras de. Vida  

Movimiento Amplio de Mujeres de Veracruz y Boca del Río (MAMVBER  

International Council of Women 

AFEM 

Sorroras irreverentes  

End Demand Switzerland 

Care For the Future a Foundation  

Ukrainian Association for Research in Women's History 

Mujeres por más Mujeres, A.C.  “CONECTADAS” 

Carolina del Ángel Cruz 

Lesbian Action Group Inc 

Afra Mujeres 

Non-profit organization Connectown 

Mulher Século XXI  

Persons Against Non-State Torture  

Rosa María Díaz Arellano  

Women's Baltic Peacebuilding Initiative 

The Sexual Exploitation Research and Policy Institute 

Unizon 
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Association for Considering Safe and Secure Facility Use 

BådeOch Ef. 

Charlotte Deogan 

NGO "FEMINISM UA" 

Save Women's Space 

Wake Up Brother 

Association for Women’s and Children’s Health 

Lesbisches Aktionszentrum (LAZ) reloaded e.V. 

Charitable foundation "Unity" for the Future" 

Tokyo Rape Crisis Center 

Tokyo Rape Crisis Center 

IKF Malmö 

Anti Pornography and Prostitution Research Group (APP) 

Acandi soy yo  

Malta Women's Lobby 

NGO "Women's Consortium of Ukraine" 

CEASE UK 

SOLWODI Deutschland eV 

Swedish Women's Lobby 

Unizon 

Nordic Model Now! 

Östersjöfred 

Society Ključ - centre for fight against trafficking in human beings 
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Bulgarian Platform EWL 

End Demand Switzerland 

Women’s Front 

WWAFE (Women Worldwide Advancing Freedom & Equality) 

Nordic Model Now! 

Resistenza Femminista  

Autonomous Women's Center 

Associazione Iroko Onlus 

Associazione Dorad 

Iroko Charity Organization 

Centre for Women War Victims ROSA  

Women's Network Croatia 

Comisión para la Investigación de Malos Tratos a Mujeres  

Estonian Women's Associations Roundtable 

Kvinnofronten 


