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Dear Feliow Oblates,

The philosopher, Beatrice Bruteau'in her Jecture, The Holy Thursday Revolution,

" states that the greatest revolution in the history of mankind occurred on
Holy Thursday, the day before Jesus' crucifixion,

She says the revolution took place in two stages. The firsL stage occurred-

vhen Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. Until that moment the focus of
all things was to get on top and push to get even further up, Jesus, who was
already on top ... rabbi, teacher, master... suddenly went down Lo the bottom
and began to wash the feet of his followers. In that act, she says, Jesus
symbolically overturned the whole social order. Not understanding what was
happening, even his disciples were almost horrified by his behavior,

Bruteau then says that Jesus, having symbolically overturned the whole social
order, 8ave us a new social order through the Last Supper. in the symbolic
form of Communion. Through Jesus the early Christians discovered the secret
of community., We know from Acts and the history of the early church that
this was the case., It was the witness of the comnunal life of the early
Christians that attracted people to Christ and his way of life.

The lighting of the festal lights at the Last Supper evokes memories voiced

by Jesus in Luke's Gospel. "I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how
T wish It were blazing already!” (LK 12:49)

St. FEugene, a man on fire in his love for the church,

said on so many
occasions

"The aim of our Institute is the very same which the Son of God had
in coming on earth."
cooperate in His work...; .our attitude is the same as His, beginning with
vashing the feet of the “disciples and identifying with Him in the Pascal
Kystery.

Christ is Risen| Indeed, He Is Risen
Fraternally in Jesus Christ & Mary Inmaculate,

0"‘?@!%&9.

Angelo Siani, 0¥]
Provincial

We as Oblates have promised Lo become like Him and to
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TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENTS

Jan VAN HOYDONCK, OMI NAGOYA House of Studies April-May
Bradly ROZAIR0O, 0MI TOKUSHI¥A

April-August
Jaime del ROSARIO, OMI NARUTO

May-September

SPRING MEETING 1997

Welcome to Fr. Paul FACHET, OMI. Paul will conduct

a course on the
Scriptures from April 1 - April 3.

AORC TO BE HELD IN AUSTRALIA

The Provincial will leave for Australia on April 3 to attend the AQRC. He
will return oo April 10.

ACTING PROVINCIAL

Fr. Michael YAMASAKI,OMI will be Acting Provincial from April 3-10.

NARUTO PARISH MISSION

The Provincial, Angelo SIANI, OMI will move to the Naruto Mission from April
11, 1997 - Apri} 1998 while the Pastor Francis HAHN, OMI is on sabbatical

leave. As of April 11, 1997, please address all your business with the
provincial to the Naruto address.

GENERAL FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING ROME

Raymond BOURGOIN, OMI will attend the General Finance Committee meeting in Ronme.
He will dspart for Rome on April 8 and return to Japan on May 1.

STUDY FOR THE DEAF

John DEELY, OMI will interpret for a group of Japanese deaf people in the USA
and England. The study tour is for two weeks. John loaves on March 7.

DIOCESE OF FUKUOKA

Bishop Hisajiroo Matsunaga has asked for help in the Yoshizuka Parish. The
Scarboro Fathers had to leave the parish. and because of the recent death of
one of his priests, the Bishop finds himself without a replacement.

He asked for Bradly ROZAIRO to take on the responsibility of Yoshizuka Parish
for a two or three year period. After consultation with Bradly, the council

decided to make an agreement with the Bishop on condition that it is only for
three years.

Since Bradly will be in Tokushima during the summer and then will have his
homeleave, the Agreement will not take effect until after his return from Sri
Lanka, Fr. Len Inul who has been covering the Yoshizuka Parish for some
months now, will continue to cover weekends.
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NEWS FROM NAGOYA

To? news billing has to go to Taku AKABAE. He came back to the.house with
a driver’s license on December 8. With his school a long way off and his

heavy schedule, it was a remarkable feat to be able to attend driving school.
We take our hats off to him!

Renaining on the topic of Taku, he also celebrated “Coming of Age” Day this
past January 15. The Church in Zendana honored him the previous Sunday. He
looked good in his suit! Actually he will be 20 March 11. Nice to be young!

Ray BOURGOIN and Angelo SIANI left Nagoya for a meeting of the Provincial
Council. After the first day Alfons KEUTER, General Treasurer, joined the
Council. The following day it was the Finance Conmmittee’s turn to meet Alfons.

Ray then left for Korea to join Alfons and the Korean Community in discuss-
ing their finances. He also got to meet Shirantha PERERA for the first time.
Shirantha is the new addition to the Province. You can read about him in the
MAMI Newsletter which comes out later this month!

Jinmy DEL ROSARIO has been experiencing the Homeless Problem here in Nagoya.
He attended Mass being held for them and at another time joined in making

meals and distributing them to the Homeless in a few Subway stations of the
area.

The parish day of recollection went off well and most of the community join-
ed John Eenney MAHONEY and the speaker for lunch afterwards.

The 3 prenovices: Taku, Akio HORIUCHI and Ken-ichi FURUKAWA are becoming
musicians of sorts. Taku has improved on the guitar and the other 2 hone

their skills on the organ. Once in a while the fruit of their work graces our
liturgy. Right on, guys!

Jimmy's language classes require him to give short speeches and face ques-
tions afterwards. When he's preparing a speech, you don't hear from him!
Wonder what it will be like when he prepares sermons later on!

Some of the community were able to go to cultural activities too. Akio and
Ken-ichi attended a Concert in which some of their classmates took part.
John Kenney and Jimmy attended Bach’s “Passion of Christ” played by a German
Orchestra. Since Jan VAN HOYDONCK has graciously accepted to be in the com-
munity during my absence in April and May, he may be able to get in a couple
of concerts with them. Not too many groups go to Awa-Ikeda!

In order to have the prenovices experience other churches and liturgies,
they are encouraged to attend area Churches. Akio and Ken-ichi seemed to have

settled on Johoku-bashi Church and Narumi Church respectively. They may also
learn something we can use.

Our community of students: Jimmy, Taku, Akio and Ken-ichi, all left Nagoya
for the holidays. Ray spent Christmas Day, and a few days thereafter, in the
hospital. No complaints! Just stating a fact.

In early January they all reassembled here with various impressions of their
stays either at home or in their home parish. Listening to them you can feel
that they grew from the experience. The topics of conversations also varied!

They certainly all enjoyed the Christmas Dinner in Kochi. For some it was
the first time meeting so many OMI's in one place. Jimmy took the opportunity

to visit Kyoto and Nara with Nobuhiko YAGI on his way back. He thoroughly en-
joyed that.

Angelo, John Kenney and Jimmy also journeyed to Tokushima for their monthly
gathering. From the report that Jimmy wrote in the Codex Historicus, it seems
to have been a very fruitful stay with our brethren in Shikoku.
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The prenovices had their year end examinations from January 21 to February 8.
All 3 were successful. Because Nanzan University must revamp part of ‘its
Theology Department, our 2 seminarians were asked to take the entrance exam in
the post-graduate department. They sweated out the month of February here
rather than be on vacation. With this, some graduate courses would be elimi-
nated and things should be easier for them since they would have to concen-
trate on only what is really essential. Getting in was not going to be easy.

BUT, we received word today that they both passed. So their college days
are over and they matriculate in the University come April 11 Congratulations
is due both of them for the hard work. You could have cut the tension in the
house with a knife. But both Akio and Ken-ichi as well as the whole community
are now in a relaxed atmosphere wearing big grins!

When Alfons was here, he encouraged Ray to get a computer in order to keep
up with the finances. So in early January he did so. Now after erasing a
nunber of things he shouldn’t he is slowly starting to get the hang of it.
Since he had to go the Kochi for a Formation Committee Meeting, he took ad-
vantage of the trip to consult our Computer Expert Jerry NOVOTNY. If Ray can

remenber 10% of what Jerry showed him, he’ll be sitting pretty. Don’t give up,
Ray!

Our monthly retreat day in January was on the Centrality of Christ in Crea-
tion. Ange led the February based on Scripture and the Preface to the Consti-
tutions in order to get us in the mood to consider as a group the question-
naire in preparation for the Chapter.

See you in Fukuoka!

The NAGOYA COMMUNITY

From John Mahoney:

From an article about Cardinal Bernadin's last days.

"One of his last public appearances was to gather the priests of
Chicago for an evening of prayer. His homily that evening is an
astonishingly honest challenge to those he loved so dearly, loved in
fact as a father, and from whom he wanted only their very best. His
words of challenge are apt for us as well.

"What does Jesus expect of me, of us, " the Cardinal asked, "That we
focus on essentials...that we speak the truth with love...that we
minister in a special way to (one another)...He expects us to live a
simple life style...He expects us to live a pure and chaste life... To
accomplish the above (and more) requires that: we love the Lord more
than anyone or anything else; we have deep abiding faith in him, and
with faith as a foundation, that we trust him, really trust him as he
accompanies us on our journey; and finally that we let 'ourselves
go, ' that is, that we put ourselves totally in the hands of the Lord -

which Fan only be done if there is a lot of love, faith and
trust.’

Thenthe Cardinalconcluded: "I am in the midst of this 'letting go'.
It is like the cross: sometimes it is sweet and easy; sometimes it is
very difficult. But my faith is unswerving. It shapes my mind and
will and keeps me on the right track. But human emotions can be quite
fickle,as all of you so well know. But there is no need to hide those

emotions. In no way is there a contradiction between them and our
faith and trust.”

Happy Easter John Kenney Mahoney,0.M.I.
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17th Meeting of Formation
Committee REPORT

January 27-28, 1997, Kochi
In attendance: Brad, Nobu, Ray, Len

Topic #1: Aspirants and Postulants

We had an extensive discussion on our Prenovices.

Topic #2: Easter MAMI Newsletter

We finalized the articles, Ray: Easter Greetings; Nobu: Aug Summer Camp
1997; Shirantha: Self introduction; Ray: Founder; Leo: Life in St Louis;
Mauro: Life in St Louis; Ray: News from the House of Studies; Ray: MAMI
appeal; Hirowatari: Meeting MAMI members abroad.

Topic #3: Summer Camp 1997:

Place: Koga Kindergarten
Dates: August 7-10
The Prenovices will oversee everything with Nobu keeping a low profile

Topic #4: General Formation Guidelines:

Spent one hour on translating important parts of this document. Nobu's
Reaction: I can use this at the orphanage!

Topic {#5: Others:

a. New Formation Committee: Remains the same except for Leo becoming the
head of the committee and Ray becoming a consultor.

b. Use of the Formation Pamphlet in a more meaningful manner:distribu-
tion of same and appeal to cooperators

c. MAMI: Some type of certificate; Small pamphlet with greetings from
director, Outline of St Eugene’s life, Prayers, Contact addresses; Badge
or Cross; Drawing up of Constitution.

d. Youth: Work on programs, retreats etc for youth.

The next formation meeting will be held Apr 1 (Tue) or Apr 2 (Wed) in
the Fukuoka Retreat House, for a couple of hours. Brad will lead the
prayer and sharing.
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REPORT from the PASTORAL COMMITTEE (PC)
Minutes of the PC Meeting, Tokushima, January 13, 1997, 3-5:30PM

In attendance were Frs. Angelo, Wency, Dick, Bill and Bradly

We tried to situate ourselves by recalling the purpose of forming a “Pastoral
Committee.” The idea was conceived during the Provincial Congress in 1993 (With Sr.
Monique and Ron LaFramboise as moderators). In the very broad sense, the Pastoral
Committee is to “help find and obtain relevant materials here and abroad on matters that are
‘pastoral’ in nature.” The committee will also keep track of available short updating courses in
Japan and suggest them to the group. The committee can also facilitate in sorting out materials
from Oblate sources, e.g. OMI Documentation and non-Oblate sources, e. g., materials from
Japan Catholic Center, the Korean Church, FABC, Vatican, etc. The amount of materials
coming out from all places is overwhelming. How can we be of help in sorting out what are
useful to us and perhaps help people save time by separating the grain from the husk without
being superfluous nor pretentious. It was also noted with regret that the committee was just
meeting for the first time since the 1993 congress.

The group discussed the meaning of the word “pastoral” and came to agree that it covers
all our ministries, from parish work to teaching, etc. When we share in the work of Christ, the
Pastor, then we are sharing in the Church’s pastoral work. The work is not ours, we are only
partakers in Christ’s work through His Church. The group agreed that the term “pastoral” is
all- inclusive. There is no work that the Vice Province is involved in through the work of each
member that does not fall under the category of pastoral work. “Pastor” does not only refer to a

parish priest incharge of his flock but to a leader who tries to continue the work of Christ in His
Church through a particular ministry.

The relationship of PC with the other committees was also discussed. It was suggested
that we try to save time and resources by working with the other existing committees and try to
avoid duplication though the tasks might overlap. Are there things together with the Ongoing
Formation Committee, for example? How can we work together and be more effective?

Lastly, we took a cursory look at the Vision-Mission Statement of the Vice Province
(until one member of the committee exclaimed “I never knew that such a document existed!”).
Would it be too presumptuous on our part as a small committee to suggest to the Vice Province
that it’s time to take a second look at our V-M statement considering that the Vice Province has
received a lot of blessings through the opening of the Korean Mission, the arrival of our
brothers from Sri Lanka and the Philippines, a modest answer to our years of praying for
vocations, etc. The changes in the realities of the local Church and society since the time we
formulated the V-M statement might lead us to want to change the way we view ourselves as a
group through our V-M statement. The Chairman of the committee also presented to the group
the latest statistics on the composition of the Church of Japan in relation to the whole Church.
The report is the latest from the Committee on Social Concerns of the bishops’ conference
(CBCJ) and takes into consideration the changing demographics of the Japanese Church. How
should we as a group see these recent “sign of the times?” Copies of the report will be made
available during the Spring Meeting. Below is a reprint of our V-M Statement:

We the Oblates of Mary Immaculate of Japan are called by the Holy Spirit, as a Christian Community
(C37-44, R23-28), for the proclamation of, and witness to Jesus Christ. (C2)

In aspirit of interdependence amongst ourselves and with all around us: (C6)
© we seek and embrace the Kingdom values in the people, their religions, traditions and culture.(C8,R8)
© we foster and work with christian communities and other Kingdom building communities.(C6)
© we proclaim the Good News to those who have never heard God'’s word, especially the most abandoned.
(C5,7-9)
WE DO ALL OF THIS (sic) TO BRING ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. (C5,7,9)

Reported by J. Bradly Rozairo, OMI and Wency Laguidao, OMI



THE DEATH OF TWO OBLATE BISHOPS IN THE PHILIPPINES
by Wency Laguidao, OMI

The Oblate missions in the islands of Sulu and Tawi Tawi, in the southernmost tip of the
Philippines, have always been the showcase of Oblate work in the Philippines, particularly, the
work with the Badjaos (sea gypsies). It is in keeping with the Oblate tradition of going to places
where other religious groups would not dare go, that the Oblates are in Sulu and Tawi Tawi.
(Although others say that the Oblates are there because of the pristine beaches that Jolo and the
other islands are famous for!) The town of Jolo serves as the capital and it is where the first
Bishop of Jolo, Frank McSorley, OMI built an imposing cathedral as the seat of the vicariate in
the center of this predominantly Muslim town. The Oblates also run a college and other
congregations run high schools where both Muslim and Christian students attend classes. Jolo
has always longed for peace but peace has remained very elusive. People of Jolo, Muslims and
Christians alike, have tried hard to live together in harmony under very volatile conditions.
Efforts for peaceful co-existence have always been dampened by a small band of Muslim
extremists who terrorize the town through extortions, kidnappings, killings, etc. Rumors about
these extremists being funded by countries like Libya are also heard though unverified. The
murder of Bishop Ben de Jesus of Jolo on Feb. 4, 1997 was so far the most daring act of
violence by a desperate group who wants to rule by the barrel of the gun. Fear about the start of
areligious war between Muslims and Christians is purely speculation and unfounded.

When I heard the news about the murder of Bishop de Jesus, I felt a sudden urge to go
and at least, attend his funeral. I immediately called up Fr. Phil Estrella, Provincial of the
Philippines and a good friend, who made the arrangements for us to fly together from Manila to
Zamboanga where we would transfer to a smaller plane that would take us to Jolo. There were
four of us, including Bishop Tony Nepomuceno and Fr. J. Jacobe. We woke up at 2AM to
catch our 4AM flight and it was early afternoon when we arrived in Jolo met by heavily armed
marines to escort us to the bishop’s house where all the guests were being housed. Upon
arrival, we were briefed that under no circumstances are we to go outside designated places
without “clearance” from those in charge and without the escort of the marines! We were
practically held captive at the bishop’s residence, guarded by the marines 24 hours a day, with
nothing to do but eat, sleep and tell stories until late at ni ght. There were threats of revenge
from the followers of those who were put to jail for the murder of the bishop and the military
did not take them lightly. After all, everyone knows that hand grenades are a very common
commodity in town and there had been incidents of grenades being lobbed at innocent crowds at
the slightest provocation or sometimes for no reason at all.

It turned out to be a grand reunion of Oblates from Cotabato, Manila and other nearby
places. For me, it was a good chance to meet several young Filipino Oblates for the first time
and visit Jolo also for the first time. The remains of Bishop de Jesus was at the Carmelite
Monastery right next to the bishop’s residence where people had kept vigil, night and day, since
the day he was killed. The hundreds of people who kept vigil plus the soldiers and guests had

to be fed three times a day but there was never shortage of food as it came in all forms from
different places.

The murder hugged the headlines of the national dailies for days and was condemned by
President Ramos and Pope John Paul II. It was said earlier that Bishop de Jesus was the first
bishop to have been murdered in the Philippines but that was corrected by an historian who said
that two other bishops were murdered earlier this century, one by a petty thief during a burglary
and the other by Japanese soldiers when the bishop tried to protect young girls from being taken
away for prostitution. Questions remain unanswered as to the motive of the killing of Bishop de
Jesus but what seems closest to the truth is that he was murdered for putting to jail two well
known extortionists in town who had been terrorizing the cooperative store connected to the
Church. The father and a brother of the two extortionists in jail are being held as suspects for
the murder of the bishop and vendetta as the reason for the killing.
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The day before the funeral, the body of the bishop was transferred from the Carmelite
Monastery to the Cathedral after a send-off liturgy presided by Archbishop Orlando Quevedo,
OMI. The long procession to the cathedral was composed of grieving Muslims and Christians.
The funeral mass was held on Feb. 14 and concelebrated by some 20 bishops from all over the
country led by the Papal Nuncio and more than a hundred priests. Big politicians flew in from
Manila and the funeral became a “national event.” Muslims and Christians wept openly during
the funeral mass presided by retired Bishop George Dion, OMI, former Bishop of Jolo assisted
by Archbishop Phil Smith, OMI of Cotabato and the immediate predecessor of Bishop de Jesus
in Jolo. Muslims and Christians eulogized the bishop as a man of peace but nothing was more
moving than the appearance of three young Badjao girls in their native costume who came to
sing a native love song of the Badjaos for whom Bishop Ben had a special affection. Amare est
servire (To love is to serve) was his episcopal motto which he tried to live in his service to both
Muslims and Christians. In death, the same motto reverberates in the hearts of many who were
touched by his life and who have vowed to continue his search for lasting Peace in Jolo.

Fate sometimes adds insult to injury as in the crash of one small plane chartered to carry
some guests who attended the funeral. On that plane was yet another Filipino Oblate Bishop,
Tony Nepomuceno, OMI. He died in that crash with three others. Bishop Tony invited me to
go with him to the airport to wait for a “vacant seat” in one of those chartered flights but luckily,
I already was able to get a reservation on the commercial flight that same day. 1 saw the black
smoke bellow from a distance as our plane took off but did not know that Bishop Tony was on
that ill-fated plane. Later, I leamned that the people who should had been on the plane that went
down were the nephews of the slain bishop but did not show up so their seats were given to
other people, one of them, Bishop Tony. They have families, wives.and little children waiting
for their return in Manila. Bishop Tony took their place so they could be with their families.

Minus two, there are three remaining Oblate bishops in the Philippines, namely:
Archbishop Phil Smith of Cotabato, retired Bishop George Dion and Archbishop Orlando
Quevedo of the Archdiocese of Vigan, northern Luzon.

From Bill Maher:

I don’t know what it is but T can’t seem to get my thoughts
together for this month’s newsletter. With the moving and all I'm
really busy. But I had a lot of time to prepare for it and I thought it
would be much easier than it has been. I hope that you all have a very
Happy Easter and I’m looking forward to seeing you in Fukuoka.

Bill
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From Xavier Tosa:

OMI Spring letter 1997

Writing the "OMI Spring Letter"coincides with Lent in the chufchvcalendar.
Lent is for me also the end of the school year. So, it is a religious as well

as a profane soul searching season.

The beginning of a school year is not easy. There are various reasons.
Except for the students at the Kochi State University most of the freshmen/
women ( or should we coin the word 'freshperson'?) don't want to learn
English conversation; it is a compulsary subject. During their Junior and
Senior High School years, their ears were never trained. They can hear
English sounds transcribed in [kana] (Japanese syllabary). They can 'see’
English words. They can make an English sentence with 4 words, not with 8
words. It takes them almost the whole first semester, to accept my method and

--me. Just like Easter follows Lent, in the second semester we have a happy
working relation. The teachér even comes to love all the students and it
happens that the students donate flowers at the last class.

However there is no 'Time after Easter'. A new schoolyear in April means

the beginning of 'Lent' again.

As a christian educator, I am more concerned about the students' scale of
values than about their English ability. The Japanese society looks more and
more like a broken mirror. There seems to be more chaos than, let's say, 25
years ago. As an educator I must try to bring these 18/19 years old students
a little bit closer to maturity. In the classroom I expect obedience. I
expect discipline. I expect some respect towards the teacher (authority). How
to be a christian educator among young people who don't seem to feel the
need for 'christian' (human) values. How to work in their pluralistic
society? How to make them feel true values, and at the same time respect

their "freedom to be lazy"...? May I give an example? 18 years old and
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they think it's normal to have their 'pocket bell' on their desk in front of
them during the class hour. When I confiscate it ( after they had been
warned during the orientation hour), the answer is: times have changed!
During my education at home and with the Oblates, the virtue of 'obedience'

was strongly stressed; 'discipline' was very important.

The situation at the Reform School ( till 15 years of age) is something
different again. Since last year, corporal punishment is completely
forbidden. Even the traditional 'zazen' way of sitting is corporal
punishment! "Spare the rod and spoil the child" is an obsolete proverb. The
so called 'delinquents' know very well "the Rights of a child". But some
14/15 years old boys and girls behave more like dogs than as human beings.
How do you train (educate) a dog ? By counseling? I have been working in

this school for about 31 years, but my days are counted.

I know that in order to have my tulips in bloom at Easter, I shouldn't pull
them up during Lent. I must fertilize and water thenm...and wait for the sun
to give them warmth. Faith in youth and patience seem to be two virtues I
need most, rather than expecting obedience and respect. Somebody told me
somewhere along the way of life, that Christ didn't call me to be successful
but to be fruitful...("...bear fruit...."). However, it isn't easy to believe

that one's life is in fact fruitful, if no fruits are seen.

Yoshikazu Xavier TOSA omi



JUBILEES

BIRTHDAYS

March

23 Bill MAHER

April
1 Satoshi Leo KAWAGUCHI

17 John DEELY
22 Wency LAGUIDAO

May

29 Thomas MAHER

June
24 Giovanni ZEVOLA
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ORDINATIONS
March

19 Ray Bourgoin
27 Wency LAGUIDAO
29 Satoshi Leo KAWAGUCHI

April

4 Jerome NOVOTNY
11 John DEELY

25 Vincenzo BORDO
26 William MAHER
29 Francis HAHN

May

26 Thomas MAHER
30 John MAHONEY
30 Bertram SILVER
31 Angelo SIANI

June
2 Richard HARR
7 Edward WILLIAMS
14 John IWO
14 Leonard INUI
24 Mike YAMAZAKI

NEWS

HONORABLE MENTION

Akio HORIUCHI (pre-novice)

Kenichi FURUKAWA (pre-novice)

Taku AKABAE (pre-novice)
James JEYACHANDRAN, OMI
Shirantha PERERA, OMI

Leo KAWAGUCHI, OMI

Mauro CONCARDI, OMI
Giovanni ZEVOLA

passed the entrance exam for Nanzan University
passed the entrance exam for Nanzan University
second year college

Korean Language Studies

Korean Language Studies

St.Louis U. formation studies completed March

St.Louis U. formation studies completed March

Aixperience completed March

ANNIVERSARY of the DEATH

of our MISSION’s FOUNDING FATHERS

12 April Robert GILL
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CONGRATULATIONS

- with the Gbﬂd@m Jubilee in Religious Vows, to
Xavier DELPORTE TOSA, OMI Jan VAN HOYDONCK,OMI
- with Porty Years of Priesthood, to
Edward M. WILLIAMS, OMI Thomas MAHER, OMI
- with the 8ilver Jubilee of Priesthood, to

Fran HAHN, OMI

PRAYERS

are always in order for a wide variety of intentions. This time special
prayers are requested for

-Betty WILLIAMS, the wife of DANNY, Ed WILLIAMS’ brother. Betty died of a

stroke, this month on March 11, at 58 years of age. With our profound
condolences to Ed and the families.

-Gerard STEVENS,OMI at the first anniversary of his death (May 10).
-the mother of Paul FACHET, OMI, who died on November 28 last year.
-Bishop Ben de Jesus,OMI and Bishop Tony Nepomuceno,OMI .

-deceased relatives and friends.

Also for all those dear to us who for reason of age or illness or other needs
count on our prayers.

And, in closing:

JOTE(L AND HAPPY RASTER 10 ALL!
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Dear Fellow Oblates,

1 returned to Japan on September first. Making it back in time for the
retreat was a real plus as it gave me the opportunity to meet all of you

after my six weeks of absence spent in the Philippine Islands for their
Canonical Visitation.

Kevin CASEY, OMI, Antony JEEVARATNAM, OMI and I formed the Visitation Team.
We began our assignment with a week of input by our General Consultor,
Angelito LAMPON, OMI. Many thanks for this excellent input. It helped
bond us as a team and paved the way for smooth work,

The Provincial, Phil ESTRELLA, OMI and all the Oblates gave us a very warm
welcome. The Filipino Oblates really know how to make you feel right at
home. Where else but in the Philippines can an invitation for a cup of

coffee turn into an eight course meal...and at ten in the morning?!!

The Canonical Visitation was a wonderful experience. For one month, we
visited eighty-six Oblates. We began in Manila and worked our way down to
Jolo, Bongao, Batubatu and then on to Cotabato and Kitapawan.

The Visitation which we conducted 1s an animation process which is
different from the kind of visitations held in the past. The Officiél
Mandate given to us by Father General stated that the primary goal was “to
evaluate the quality of religious life and the effectivenessof mission in

the Philippine Province. It also identifies today’s reality and tomorrow’s
vision. *

Our interviews with each Oblate lasted for about two hours. In some
Districts after our orientation session, some were so eager to get going,

they were literally jumping over tables and chairs to sign up for their
interviews!

The result of the Visitation was a Bixty-six page report. It is hoped
that our team effort has reflected to the Philippine Province it’s own
concerns and hopes for the future. I think the report is a valuable
source of information and foundation for animation. '

After participating in the visitation of two Provinces, Sri Lanka and the



Philippines, what has impressed me very deeply is that Oblates want to be
authentic, that is as OBLATES. There is a great desire to return to the
inspiration of our Founder, St. Eugene.

What made the Founder so different in his day? We know that he dared to
preach in the dialect of the people...unheard of in those times. He
initiated new ministries with the poor and the youth. He wanted men first
of all who “follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ” and who would “dare”
anything to extend the Kingdom of Christ.

We know that St. Eugene went to those whom the Church wasn’t reaching but
it was not enough for the Founder to have an Oblate who was the best
teacher, preacher or pastor. The Founder wanted Oblates to be where they
could respond to the needs of the people. This is what marks the Oblate.

Today, everyone is talking about a new “"world culture”, the youth are

“different”;"we don’t épeak their language-”. As the saying goes “things-
are-a -changing ”.

CHANGE, any change is difficult. The next General Chapter will be talking
about changes 'in our structures. The decisions will certainly have a big
effect and bring a change in our Vice-Province. The presence of the
Diocesan Seminary in Takamatsu with thirty seminarians will certainly
bring a change. The reunification of Korea would bring an enormous change.
Are we ready to respond? How would we respond? In his book “"From Chaos
to Mission” Gerald Arbuckle insists on the fact that, “what we are being
called on to do 1s not renewing our congregations but refounding them"!
Vatican II asked all religious congregations to return to their founding
experience in order to rediscover and reown the vision and driQinq energy
of the founders. We can respond to the new changes we face today, only if
there is a CHANGE IN US. The change in us must be the rediscovery and
reowning of the vision and driving energy of St. Eugene, to be faithful to
vwhat makes us really Oblate.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ & Mary Immaculate,

@% Gl

Angelo Siani, OMI
Provincial
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ON-GOING FORMATION ON SPIRITUAL LIFE

To constantly renew our zeal, deepen our bonding as Oblates and look into
our spiritual life as missionaries, ve had our On-going Formation at the Takara-
zuka Retreat House near QOsaka City. It vas a blessing that we had perfect atten-
dance this year. Thus, from Korea, Maurizio, Vincenzo, Mauro, Giovanni, James
and Shirantha came, From Japan, ve wvere Noby, Leo, Bradly, Jude and Jimmy, Ve
had it from August 25th to 31st, on the theme Spiritual Life. .

Our resource person vas Fr. Bob Deiters, S.J. from Tokyo’s Sophia Univer-
sity, He facilitated our sharing of experiences. He guided us on spiritual dis-
cernment of our present concerns and future plans. He pointed out that our spi-
rituality in a mission country calls for self-emptying to be like Christ among
the disadvantaged. We share in the people’s sufferings for a culture that does
not fully know Christ yet. Our struggles in building our Oblate communjities vis-
a-vis our apostolates or studies vere among our dominant concerns. Fr. Bob gave
us five steps for discernment of spirits. To be faithful in Christ and loving in
community and ministry vere the culminating steps.,

At one night, ve had the opportunity to listen to Fr. Mike Yamasaki’s per-
sonal sharing. le was very open. We deeply appreciated his presence vwith us, co-
ming from Itami by bicycle.

Part of our regular schedule vere the Eucharist and Communal Prayer. Ve
took turns in presiding the Mass, leading the prayers, and giving homilies or
sharings,

We had the chance to visit Kyoto. Spending some recreational time together
fostered our camaraderie. We also visited a few places in Osaka.

For some apostolic éxposure, ve stayed overnight at Kamagasaki Area of 0-
saka. Ve vitnessed the plight of the thousands of homeless people sleeping at
the train station, the park, and on the sidevalks. Fr, Honda, a Franciscan, gave
us some sharing on this apostolate. We also helped prepare soup for the homeless
people’s lunch, on the following day.

Since our Oblate parish of Itami vas just nearby, we joined the altar boys
and girls for svimming at a nearby pool, Ve enjoyed being with then. We also had
the chance to converse with the parishioners vho prepared the barbecue supper
for us. After that, most of us had an experience of homestay with the parishio-
ners, It vas a real christian experience of having been shared Japanese homes by
some families, for one night. We had intimate talks and an exchange of our di-
verse cultures being Korean, Sri Lankan, Italian, Filipino and Japanese.

Ve celebrated the Sunday Eucharist with the parishioners of Itami and Fr.
John Iwo, the Pastor, the following day. Leo presided at Mass and delivered the
homily. The MAMI members had a good meeting with us, after the Mass., Lunch wvas
also served. Some of us took the chance to drop by Hiroshima along the way to
Fukuoka. Noby and Leo vere our indefatigable tourist guides anytime. The follow-
ing veek of Oblate Retreat vas timely indeed to fortify what wve gained from the
on-going formation.

From the On-going Formation, ve saw the importance of deepening our spiri-
tuality in our present concerns and self-giving in community. Ve opened up our-
selves making us closer to one another. Ve learned from each other’s sharings
and made our togetherness in the mission as a source of spiritual support, des-
pite physical distance of places,

Ve saw the value of continuing this program of on-going formation in the
fruits ve gained from it, Hence, ve planned to have our next On-going Formation
to be held in Korea, sometime near our Oblate Spring Meeting in March 1998, Ve
set December to be the deadline for us to decide on our theme. Some suggestions
vere Community Life, Prayer and Mission, Affective Life and Mission,

Ve agreed to continue to have a resource person vho will facilitate our
personal sharing of experiences and provide some experiential input. Ve sawv the
value of having some days for the sharing and some days for communal recreation,
Ve also planned to compile the reports of our previous On-going Formation gathe-
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rings for future reference., Ve planned to provide next year’s resource speaker
vith these reports, so that he can be guided on the level of sharing that we
have reached so far., Because we still do not have a report of the first gather-
ing, ve requested Mauro to do it until December. Last year’s and this year’s re-
ports are already available in our Provincial Newsletter.

We also talked about until when our group will gather. We thought that the
number of years since our arrival in the mission be considered, in stead of the
year of ordination. In this regard, since we have no designed program yet for
those who have been in the mission for a longer period of time, it was our gene-
ral sentiment that everyone will still gather together next year. After that, we
will evaluate hov ve may follow up on the On-going Formation of those who had
been in the mission for a number of years now,

Our On-going Formation gathering vas a real experience of nourishing our
Oblate Spiritual and Community Life, for the Mission. So, ve will strive to keep
this kind of On-going Formation going, through God’'s graciousness.

Reported by Jiumy del Rosario, OMI

From XAVE: Autumn 1997

Dear Friends,

_ Typhoon M. 19 passed. Now we are waiting for No. 20111 There should be enough water
in the reservoirs to bring us to next spring.

] On the 3lst of Auggst, [ returned from a visit to the living and the departed family
in Flander§. The trip itself was no problem. My stay with my sisters seems to have had
some good influence. They all seem to be on speaking terms again...

I al§o met a_lo@ of OMI confreres from the Flemish and the Dutch Province. The colour
of their hair is just like mine ( if they have some left)! One really ponders how the
Congregation (and the Church) will develop and what she will become in the next century.

The Sunday the Pope was in Paris for the International Youth Gathering, I was there,
too. .The Pope didn't see me, but I saw him on TV! Speaking about TV, I spent a lot of
time in front of my set, watching the funerals of Diana and Mother Teresa. 1 realized
that with my advanced age, one becomes very emotional. The morning of the death of
Mother Teresa there was a phone call from the Kochi Newspaper. I told the reporter that
I had met Mother Teresa 43 years ago in dirty Calcutta. She and me, we were still young.
She only had started her new vocation about 3 years before. She wasn't famous yet...and
tpat I only saw a small little woman bending over dying people in an annex hall of a
Hindou temple. She didn't have any "special" famous sentences yet, which I could quote
for the Newspaper. But I told the reporter that I had a few sentences now, like "Works
of Charity are works of Peace")...However the reporter asked me about my feelings now.

I answered that I wasn't "sad", if that what he expected me to say. "Why not?" asked
the reporter. "Because Mother Teresa had fulfilled her mission in a heroic way. She was
ready to go to Heaven etc...etc...I also told the him that I was thankful to have met

her whgn she and I were still young. .. (The Kochi Newspaper didn't quote anything of the
interview, only my name and telephone number...)

On the 2nd of September I was back in the Reform School. There were a few newcomers.

The bgginning of school is also difficult for the teacher. 1 have the impression that
I don't have the patience I used to have...

Yoshikazu TOSA omi



From WENCY:

TWO MEETINGS: Kidapawan, Cotabato and Pattaya, Thailand
by Wency Laguidao

OBCOM Meeting in Kidapawan

The General Council of 1992 has served as the catapult for the congregation’s recognition of
mass media as an integral part of Oblate mission. The same Chapter has mandated the General
Administration to: bring a special attention to the area of media, and seek to develop appropriate
resources within the congregation; support the development of an international Oblate communication
network; include an adequate preparation in media in initial formation. Media is understood not so
much as technology but as a culture. Hence, the Oblate Communications (OBCOM) Animation
Committee was born to give attention to media apostolate and develop resources in media within the
congregation. Obcom Animation Committee stands along other committees in the congregation such
as Formation, Finance, Mission, Justice and Peace and Integrity of Creation, etc.

The meeting in Kidapawan held from August 11 to 13, was called by the OBCOM contact
person for Asia, Fr. Ed Tanudtanud who is also the General Manager of the Notre Dame Broadcasting
Corporation (NDBC), a network of six radio stations serving several dioceses and juridical provinces in
Mindanao. NDBC has recently branched out into Marketing (advertising). There were 10 participants
during the meeting from the provinces/delegations of the Philippines, Jaffna, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
India, Australia and Japan. There was an extensive sharing on the media involvement of each
province/delegation. With the exception of the Philippines Province which is involved in radio and
print media, the rest of Oblate Asia/Oceania is not directly involved in institutionalized media but
involvement in such traditional forms of media such as street drama, ethnic song composition, etc. are

" works that are distinct to the region. As mentioned earlier, the understanding of media as culture and
not only as technology enabled the participants to freely share about their work through the wider
meaning of the word media. On the last hours of the meeting, two delegates to the OBCOM meeting
that will be held in San Antonio, Texas on Nov. 18-22, 1997 were selected. Fr. Cyril Joseph Augustine
of India and Wency Laguidao will represent Asia/Oceania during that meeting.

involvement in the media apostolate, however, predates the 1992 General Chapter. Many
Oblates all over the world have been using media in their work of evangelization. The late Archbishop
Gerard Mongeau of Cotabato envisioned the delivery of the gospel message through the airwaves
more than three decades ago. To fulfill his dream, he started with very modest facilities for a radio
station but at the time of his death, the network of media apostolate of the Philippine Province was far
more extensive than what the Archbishop originally envisioned. Another pillar in the media apostolate
of the congregation is Fr. Pierre Babin, Founder and Director of CREC-AVEX in France which offers

professional and pastoral training programs in mass media. The regions of Canada, Latin America and
Africa are also actively involved in the media apostolate.

During the meeting in Kidapawan, the influence and impact of the most recent form of media,
namely, the Internet were also discussed. Information-highway and cyberspace are fast becoming
household terms. Can we just close our eyes to the influence of the Internet on people's lives? Or,
can we look at it as one possible vehicle for evangelization? Can we create an Oblate website that
people can visit? To start with, we should make a list of people who use the e-mail. These were topics
we touched superficially since they will be discussed at length during the meeting in San Antonio.

Waste of time and money? It is more difficult to convince people that our lives are not affected
by the influence of the media than to prove otherwise.



PATTAYA, THAILAND: OHD-FABC Meeting ’

After Kidapawan, | had one week in Manila to prepare for the colloquium in Pattaya, Thailand
organized by the Office for Human Development (OHD) of the Federation of Asian Bishops'
Conferences (FABC). The meeting was held at tha Redemptorist Center in Pattaya, Thailand, Aug. 25-
31. The topic was Church In Asia In the 21st Century: Communion and Solidarity in the Context of
Globalization and was attended by about 150 participants including some 40 Asian bishops,
representatives from the Vatican, Caritas Int'l., Missio, Miserior and the rest composed of priests,
religious and lay persons from all over Asia who are either members of committees of episcopal
conferences or invited by the organizers. Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, President of the Pont. Com. for
Justice and Peace and also head of the Great Jubilee celebrations graced the affair. | went as the
official representative of the Commission for International Cooperation of the local bishops’
conference. Other participants were persons involved in education, parish ministry, community
development, administration, social communications, Basic Ecclesial Communities, Youth ministry, etc.

It was good to see the Asian bishops in action (no pun intended!). The meeting showed us
how wide and diverse Asia is. At least English, though not Asian, is a common language we could
communicate. We shared our similarities as well as differences. Outside of the conferences, there
were customs we laughed at or baffled us. (If you find rolls of toilet paper on the dining table, don't be
so naive to think that you can do it therel Can only happen in Asia.) We noted the fact that harmony is
something that is treasured by the great part of Asla but at the same time lament the fact that in many
places in Asia, division and strife are the daily bread of people. The Church in Asia is very much alive. It
is home to great religions though we are the minority. It is where poverty shows itself in its ugliest forms
but at the same time a region so rich in natural resources. Indeed, Asia is a land of contradictions.

A very select group of people were asked to present their papers on different topics that affect
the Asian region. These topics were discussed as they relate to the overall theme of Globalization.
Globalization is a very strong current that is sweeping through Asia today, shaping the lives of peoples.
It can be a blessing or a curse. During the meeting, we looked at Globalization from the economic,
theological, sociological, political standpoints and also as it affects the ministries of the church in the
media, the youth, the marginalized, etc. The range and scope of the topic were overwhelming but the

group was able to identify challenges and formulate pastoral strategies that can be of help to the local
churches.

| have copious notes from the colloquium (about 500 pages) which | can share with those
interested. They are: The World of Media; Religious Fundamentalism; Youth Ministry; Transnational
Mobility of People; Right to Food As Fundamental Right; Religious Traditions and Cultural
Communities In Asia/Pacific; Globalization: Tasks for the Church and others.



THE DAILY YOMIURI carried the following heart-warming articles in its issue
of September 20, 1997:

By Tsuneo Sugishita
and Satoru Watanabe

Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers .

The fourth annual Yomiuri Shimbun
International Cooperation Prize has gone
to Japan Overséas Missionary “Activity
Sponsorship (JOMAS), a charitable group
active in poverty-stricken areas in Asia,
Africa and Latin America. Throughout its
25-year history, the group has tried to live
up to its motto: “Practice charity without
being noticed.” Programs that JOMAS
launched years ago have expanded with
each passing year and are bearing fruit.
The organization owes a great deal to its
founder, Ayako Sono, who is also a well-
known author and the group’s representa-
tive, :

- Tt all started with a phone call.

In 1972, a South Korean publishing
company called Japanese author Ayako
Sono to confess that it was translating and-
selling her works without her permission.

Sono’s reply was, “Why don’t you
donate what little profit you may make to a
charity in your country?” - ;

She never expected the caller to heed her
suggestion.

Some- time later, however, Sono
received a call from a Catholic priest work-_
ing in a South Korean community for
patients with Hansen's disease. He
expressed his gratitude for “a present from
Ms. Sono.” .

Thus began a friendly relationship
between Sono and the community, -known
as Saint Lazarus Village. Sono, with long-
time friend Eiko Ishikura, even decided to
set up an association to support the village.

The group was a predecessor of the
Japan Overseas Missionary Activity
Sponsorship.

Sono wrote about the sad yet heart-.
warming life of the village. She also wrote
about a poor maternity clinic in Mada-
gascar, the Ave Maria Maternite, where
newborn babies were destined to die.

Her writing moved her readers, who
gradually began to offer donations. Sono
then established another association to sup-
port the clinic. :

In 1987, the two -associations were
merged into a single body, JOMAS, which
has since been involved in a wide range of

JOMAS:

activities, including giving donations to
Japanese Catholic priests and nuns who
help the poor in developing countries.
JOMAS is particularly careful about
“making the best of its donations.” '
The steering committee follows strict
rules—working expenses are to be covered
by the leader and.the committee members
themselves, and donations. are not to be
used for religious purposes. -
‘Today, about 1,600 people of "various
backgrounds continue to offer donations to
the group. In fiscal 1996, the total amount’
collected surged to a record ¥49 million,

which was distributed to 16 countries
worldwide.

~ The ‘money has been used' for various
causes, including the construction of a cit-

izens center in the Philippines,
chase of incubators in India,

Twenty-five years after its inception,
JOMAS continues to recejve letters of
thanks from all over the world for its con-
tributions.

and the pur-

Donations appreciated
The headquarters of JOMAS is 3-5-13
Denenchofu, Ota Ward, Tokyo 145,
Donations can be sent to “Ayako Sono.
Representative of JOMAS™ at the above
address by registered mail.



25 years of worldwide service

Courtesy of JOMAS
Above: Nuns and children in Bolivia wel-

come members from Sono’s group.
Right: Sono shakes hands with a patient
at St. Lazarus Village about 15 years ago.
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_ Responsibility, integrity =
| fundamental to-group’s approach

Yor‘niurf Shimbun ' 4
-~ AyaKo Sono, founder-and representa-:
tive. of "Japan Overseas Missionary

"/ Activity Sponsorship- (JOMAS)," said: -
)| ‘she waspleased to accept the The

- fourth annual Yomiuri Shimbun Inter-

~JOMAS. - i

~"“All those who have -sﬁppofte'd the

~-needy should -be- thankful (for this

- ‘award). We appreciate beirig-evaluated: -

“highly and will share the news with our
- donors. Most donations come from indi- * *
viduals, 'some anonymous, who will feel

honored as well,” she said. i : - - '
Despite the religious ‘nature ‘of the

" group’s name, ‘Sono said that about 90 -

percent of JOMAS’ donors are- not
- Christian. The group also has'made it a

‘nuns, but it declines requests from reli-
-+ gious groups. to build churches and dis-
- patch missionary workers. ... . *.

JOMAS requires its staff to watch
-expenses carefully, .Sono noted. They.
must pay for phone calls and stamps, for
| ‘example, out of their own .pockets.
Funds are always handled by at least two
staff members to prevent theft and mis-'
-use. ST
~ Sono, who believes in fisal responsibility,
routinely visits project sites at her. own

‘| expense to see how funds are being used.

“We should realize that there’s always
a chance of embezzlement, so we need .
to caution those involyed that we will
return from time to time to check on
their activities,” she said,

Sono will even go so far as to visit the
homes of Catholic priests who oversee
local charities and notify them of the
purpose of her visit. ~

“When projects go smoothly, I occa-
sionally apologize (to the priests and

uns) for having had doubts,” she added
witha shiig o e

Asked if she had’ ever encountered |
such problems, Sono said there had only
been three cases and that she thoroughly

» ‘documented them in her books.. . .
" ‘national Cooperation Prize on behalf of -

She surmised that people have come

" to trust JOMAS because of her honesty
‘and. willingness -to reveal everything

about the group, even its mistakes.
Sono also gently chided her fellow

Japanese for being igforant about. the
‘true nature of poverty.: As am example,

she -cited' people who send clothes to

‘Africa, of which 60 to 70 percent are

“party dresses™ or of other designs that

© are not suitable for the recipients.

“This " mismatch occurs because

-*.Japanese don’t bother to consider what
rule, she said, not to use donations to. -

. fund missionary work.. JOMAS 0CCa- .
sionally solicits help from priests ‘and -

others need and simply send what they

no longer use,” she said. o
“What people in Africa really need

are T-shirts and jeans. But in South

‘America people have many T-shirts,

probably more than Japanese. (There-
fore) Japanese should know the different
shapes that poverty takes.”

- Sono, a Catholic, believes in ‘divine
destiny. For that reason, she prefers not
to make concrete plans for the future of
the group. ‘

" “JOMAS will continue to carry out its -
work as long as God wants us to,” she
said.

Sono also said she has learned from
the Bible that it is better to give than to
receive. A Korean friend taught her that

it is right for those who help others to

feel thankful.

Sono takes great satisfaction in know-
ing that JOMAS has been operating for a
quarter of a century, much longer than
she ever expected, and has surely saved
hundreds of lives.

“I feel content and extremely grate-
ful,” she said.
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From our men in KOREA:

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?

This morning the sun found me waiting; yes this morming very early I went
up to the mountain and while climbing, the darkness was leaving space to a
light so small at the beginning, . . When at the top, I sat down and trying to
relax I waited for the sun.

How many times I desired such a thing and there it was, the sun didn't
surprise me this time, finally I was waiting for its coming, Days after days
spent in asking other people about the weather, if it was raining or shining; I
was too busy for other things considered to be much more important, task to
accomplish, people to look after, situations claiming my presence.

But this morning was different I was waiting for the sun, to shine around me
making visible what was already there in the darkness, but for so long invisible
to me; shining within me and clarifying and letting things come down and take
their own place. Always running, trying to accomplish things and the self is
scattered here and there, small pieces everywhere and the risk of loosing the
sense of unity.

This momning 1 was waiting, nothing else to do, just waiting and the silence
around me made possible to hear the question from within: "What are you
looking for?".

Years spent in activities, somehow the people say it is a success but look at
this, there is no satisfaction, [ desire much more. Do we go for something that
is meaningful or we are buying from the market place? Do we make the choice
or we take what is simply being offered ?

We are going to celebrate 50 years of missionary presence or simply our
presence in this beautiful land? I'm part of that, because there is a sense of
belonging, of sharing the same charigma. What about making this celebration a
thanksgiving and a challenge for us as a group who believes it has something to
say or the offer, What about giving a sign, not only for the outsiders to see, but
also for us so that we might believe.

Do we try to keep the positions or we are able to take the opportunity and
ask ourselves about a renewed missionary presence; I'm still young in age and I
want model to follow. Are we as a group too old to run? At the least show the
way! Let us keep the fire burning; are we simple followers or we try somehow
to be leaders? Let us celebrate together not only a presence but a missionary
one.

Yes, it was this morning while waiting that I heard from within; " What are
you looking for?",
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BIRTHDAYS ORDINATIONS
Happy Birthday to: Happy anniversary to:
October October
5 Ken'’ichi FURUKAWA
10 Jan VAN HOYDONCK 1 Mauro CONCARDI
13 Akio HORIUCHI
27 Xave TOSA 19 Maurizio GIORGIANNI

30 Bradley ROZAIRO

December ‘ December
24 Mike YAMAZAKI

In your PRAYERS are recommended:

Our beloved deceased:
--The Father of Ray BOURGOIN

Our mourning,suffering and/or ailing beloved:
-- Ray Bourgoin and his family in particular

-- All those that have been recommended before, our ailing and our
convalescent fellow-Oblates, relatives, friends and benefactors, and all
who have asked for or count on our prayers.

NEXT ISSUE ! !!

With my thanks to the contributors of this issue and looking forward to
your contributions for the coming Christmas-New Year’'s issue of the
Newsletter, may I ask the contributors (Everyone, I hope!) to have their
messages in by December 10 ? And again, many thanks in advance!
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Dear Fellow Oblates,

1998 marks 50 years of Oblate presence in Japan. Wa naturally lonk hack to
the time of our founding fathers with a sense of awe and pride. Wo remember
the first three men, Jrs. Robert Gill, Charles McBennett and Leonard
Robitaille, who came to Japan in 1948 to bring the Good News of Christ as the

nation struggled to rebuild this great. country after years of war and near
starvation.

When you talk with some of the older Oblates you will finevitably hear
stories of "in those days when” it took 21 hours to g0 from Fukuoka to Itam]
by train, three hours to get a phone cal) through from Ikeda to Kochij and the
only source of heat in the winter was a small "rentan” (charcoa) burner) ...
a totally different world from Lhe Jupan of today)

There was much success. The Oblates extablished 14 missions and 8
kindergartens, worked in universities, prisons, delinquents’  schools,
teaching English and doing volunteer work, In recent times, (ke Oblates
added new apostolates with the non -hearing, pro-life, Jjustice and peaco,
migrant workers and the establishment of the Korean Mission. Our history

howaver was not all (hat rosy., It also revealed some hard times with years
of polarization and some departures,

Marking 50 years is a timo of challenge. What direction will the Oblates
take for the next 50 yoars?

Recently, I was given a copy of the "TREND LETTER". Tt is a business
publication, On the firgt Page there is a Free Offer

BY PRIVATE INVITATI1ON ONLY

"Dear Friend:

Imagine discovering what's hot ... ono to six months before most people read
ft in the "The Wall Street Journal™.  Just think whati you could accomplish”
It then goes on to list the POWERPULL TRENDS which companies who ignore or
regist. will fgil, Thuss who adapt will succeed. Tho list included such
trends as: §1 Prom THE STATUS QUO to FLEXIBILITY, #2 From VOGUE TO VALUE, #3

NATIONALTSH to GLOBALIZATION, #4 COMPETITION to CONPERATION" etc.

As we move into our next %0 years our works and attitudes wil] certainly ha
shapod by the trends and gsign of the times. We may even adapt the positive
values of the modern and secularized world but in the process we must
continually recapture the inspiration of 8§t Kugene, that js, 1like him we
seek to gathor around the person of Jesus Christ, as apostolic men, in order
to respond to the challenges presented to us, s0 as Lo conlinue vur service
in the church as missionaries to the most abandoned,

Fraternally in Josus Christ & Mary Immaculate,

| J.
Angelo Siani, OM] O"“?‘/ﬂ Qg""

Provincial



NEWS FROM NAGOYA

Just off the press! Leo KAWAGUCHI arrives to the House of Studies to take
up his duties as Superior of the Community. He just finished his courses at
the IRF program in St Louis, Missouri where he studied/experienced Formation

and Spirituality. Welcome to our tight quarters, Leo! We'll cooperate as
best we can.

Congratulations are in store for Taku AKABAE, one of our postulants. lle
received Confirmation at the hands of the Bishop Jun-ichi NOMURA of the Nagoya
Diocese, on the feast of Pentecost, May 18. Former Scholastic Hiroshi HAYASHI

is his Godfather, but could not attend so Ray BOURGOIN stood in for him. All
responsibility is now Hiroshi’s!

Jimmy DEL ROSARIO finished his first full year of Language School at Nanzan
University. Congratulations! During his break of over 3 months he will help
Ange SIANI hold the fort in Naruto during Fran HAHN's absence. Ange is there
for one full year. He goes to the Philippines for a Visitation in July and
August, so Jimmy will get his baptism of fire then! Hang in there! We're
praying for you here in Nagoya.

Ray went to Rome for the General Finance Committee Meeting in early April
and returned May 15 to get ready for the CPA audit June 5-6. He brings back
greetings from Ron LA FRAMBOISE who is on the chubby side but very busy and
happy! Jan VAN HOYDONCK ably covered Ray during his absence. He made little
repairs here and there as only Jan can do!

John Kenney MAHONEY continues to thrive in Zendana. He has just finished a
novena long prayer service for vocations (May 21-29). He also had a baptism
of twins! We don't know the history of the parish, but this may be a first!
Talk about sudden influx! Get out more seats!

In late March, the Nagoya House put in a whole new Phone System. Now there
is less running up and down stairs to get someone who is not home! We also
put in a new Gas Range, something we can gather around, when we cook together.
It saves hours for the cook too! She can do all the fish at once!

The Postulants are in full swing with their studies. OQur two new university
students Akio HORIUCHI and Ken-ichi FURUKAWA are kept quite busy with seminars
and trying to master Latin and Greek at the same timel! Imagine studying
Aesop’s Fables in Latin rather than Greek!

During the Golden Week in early May, Ken-ichi attended the CHOICE (an off-
shoot of MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER for young unmarried people) Program in Himeji.
Because of cancellations by all the other young men who were to attend, Ken-
ichi had to share with young women only. An experience in itself! Luckily,
there were four male presenters on the Weekend (a priest, 2 husbands with
their wives and a young man) so he didn't feel so alonel

Jimmy gave a Recollection for migrant workers in conjunction with Mother
Teresa’s Sisters. Participants were Japanese, Filipinos and Indians.

Nobuhiko YAGI was in town to help the Postulants prepare for the Summer Vo-
cation Camp. He will be here again with Len INUI and Brad ROZAIRQ for a For-
mation Committee Meeting in conjunction with Leo and Ray, June 10-11. You
think we have tight quarters, how about room for three morel We'll do it! TV
Room, Library etc. Nobuhiko will take the opportunity to familiarize himself
with the Provincial Treasurer functions. If something happened to Ray, some-

one has to be in the know. Ask Bill MAHER about that sometime, if you have
more than a minute to sparel .

The NAGOYA COMMUNITY



Dear Friends,

When the by now traditional postcard arrives from Jan inviting us to send
something for the Newsletter, my first reaction is: "how time flies !" 1
don't think that the Newsletter is becoming a superfluous letter, as so many

other items in brown or other colored envelopes.

Time after Pentecost! Green vestments and green trees! And back to school!
This year I have a good impression of the freshmen/women. The orientation on
the first day was probably very effective. As a matter of fact, I gave them
an examination!!! Only when it was over, did I tell them that it was a

foretaste of what the last hour of the year will be like...

The Sundays have become rather busy. Since Jan went to Nagoya for some
weeks, I replaced him for the Sunday masses in Awa Ikeda. Now that he is back

untill he leaves for Europe, I cover Nakamura while Tom is in America. Going
to those places makes me think again about 'mission' and 'religion'...What are

we bringing to the people and why is nobody interested in our 'merchandise'?

At the Reform School we got a new principal and the work atmosphere has

completely changed for the better. However the boys and girls are still

difficult beings...

The case of Ft.Tissa Balasuriya omi doesn't seem to have faded into
oblivion. I like to thank all who cooperated with the appeal from Hong Kong
and Tokyo. Still new articles and comments appear around and about this
excommunication . One has the feeling that the Church is trying to ignore

Vatican II. With the revival of Islam and the trend now in the Church, I got
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interested in fundamentalism. In the Church there seems to be a kind of
tendency to repophlate the church buildings, rather than taking an interest in
pluralism and freedom. Unity and discipline are emphasized, (authority of the
Pope and one catechism for all cultures etc.). I know this Newsletter isn't a
magazine for essays, so....Xave will stop here. Though of one thing I try to
convince myself: behind 'fundamentalism' there are always concrete people,

each one with his/her personal life history.

One more piece of information: I am leaving for Flanders at the end of
July, when summer vacation begins. I have to be back for the new classes,
officially beginning on the lst of September.

Have a "cool" summer!

Yoshikazu X.TOSA o.m.i.

P.S. When I had finished this writing for the Newsletter, I received a
letter from Ft. Daniel Corijn omi, which you will find in this Newsletter. The
documentation sent by Daniel are : (@ A text from the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith ( signed by Joseph Card. Ratzinger and Tarcisio
Bertone). (@ Note from the General Administration of the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate on Fr.Tissa Balasuriya, omi. (These documentations ® and @
were sent in January to all the OMI houses.) ® An article published in
'America’ and written by David Toolan sj.- The title is: Heresy or hokum in
Sri Lanka? Those of you who are interested in having these documents and
article, please ask me directly and I copy them for you, (all together 9
pages) .

Xave



OBLATI DI MARIA IMMACOLATA

Curia Generalizia
C.P.9061 00100 Roma - Aurelio  Italia

Rome, 26 April 1997

Rev. Fr. Yoshikazu Tosa, omi
Kita Honmachi 3-9-13

KOCHI 780

Japan

Dear Father Tosa :
and all those who signed your April 2 letter,

re: Fr. Tissa Balasuriya, omi.

Thank you for your letter manifesting your concern for Fr. Balasuriya.

For the past five years Father General and the members of the General Council
have been following this case and have tried to find a solution which would be
fraternal and respectful of all concerned. Such solution presupposes goodwill
on both sides. Father Balasuriya, therefore, must do his share by expressing
his faith and recognizing the Church's Magisterium. Perhaps you could
encourage him to do so and thus help facilitate a solution.

Be assured of our desire to help Fr. Balasuriya and our commitment to finding
an outcome which will be both amiable and just.

Including I am sending you some documentation which you may perhaps not have
seen.

Yours sincerely in the Lord Jesus and Mary Immaculate.

Daniel Corijn, o.m.i.
Vicar General
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l18th Meeting of Formation
Committee REPORT

April 1, 1987, Pukuoka
In attendance: Brad, Nobu, Ray, Len

Topic #1: Aspirants and Postulants

We had an extensive discussion on our Prenovices.

Topic #2: Baster MAMI Newsletter

Wo prepared the articles for the July issue. Founder (Ray): Invitation
to the Summer Camp (Prenmovices), Word from MAMI Director (Leo); Anniver-
saries; 40th (Ed), 40th (Tom), 25th (Fran): News from the House of Studies
(Prenovices); Article by a MAMI Member (Sugie): etc.

Topic #3: Summer Vocation Camp 1997

Over 80% will be left up to the Premovices. Akio Horiuchi will be the

main leader. Nobuhiko will come to Nagoya in April Lo speak with Prenov-
ices aboiut the Camp,

The next formation meeting will be held Jupe 10 (Tue) and June 11 (Wed)

at the House of Studies in Nagoya. Len will lead the prayer and sharing,
Brad will serve as Secretary.
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OFFICIAL NEWS

- Mike YAMASAKI will be the acting provincial from July 12 until early September
during Ange’s work in the. Philippines.

- Jimmy DEL ROSARIO moved to Zendana (Nagoya) on May 13, and will 1live there
until the end of his language studies.



BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday to:

June
24 Giovanni ZEVOLA

July
4 Mauro CONCARDI
23 Jimmy DEL ROSARIO
31 Lei SIMONS

August
4 Nobuhiko YAGI
23 Ange SIANI
31 Bert SILVER

September
6 John IWO
17 Jude PEIRISPULLE
17 James JEYACHANDRAN
20 John MAHONEY
22 Fran HAHN

ORDINATIONS

Happy Anniversary to:

June
24 Mike YAMASAKI

July
1 Jan VAN HOYDONCK

5 Lei SIMONS
August
22 Jude PEIRISPULLE
22 Bradly ROZAIRO
22 Shirantha PERERA
September
8 Giovanni ZEVOLA

23 Jimmy DEL ROSARIO

Perpetual Vows

August
4 Nobuhiko YAGI

GOLDEN JUBILEE of Religious Vows

September 8 Jan VAN HOYDONCK and Xavier Yoshikazu TOSA DELPORTE

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES

July
3 Timothy MULVEY
23 Sueho TSUDA

September
4 Daniel WARD

PRAYER INTENTIONS

In your prayers are recommended:

Qur beloved deceased:

-- The brother of Shirantha PERERA, O.M.I.

Shirantha and the PERERA Family.

Our sick and suffering, particularly:
-- The father of Jerry NOVOTNY, O.M.I.

-- The mother of Giovanni ZEVOLA, O.M.I.
-- The father of Raymond BOURGOIN, O.M.I.

And all those who need the Lord’s special assistance, and who count on our
prayers.

CLOSING WORD

Many thanks to all for your cooperation, in writing or otherwise, with my
best wishes for a pleasant Summer, and an invitation for your contributions for
the next issue of the Newsletter, to be in by September 16.

Jan, O.M.I.
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NEwS

ROME

The most Rev. Angelito Lampon,
Father, Pope John Paul II at Sst.
new Bishop'’s

OMI will be ordained Bishop by the Holy
Peter’s Basilica on January 6, 1998. The

installation in the Vicariate of Jolo will be held in
February.

NARAMURA

The 20th anniversary celebration of the Mission in Nakam

ura was held on
November 2.

The celebration was attended by more than one hundred guests.

ITAMI

——

A meeting of all the principals and teachers of Aki no Hoshi Gakuen
(Kindergarten Corporation) was held in Itami from November 9-10. The
guest speakers were Sister Sato, SND and Leonard Simons, OMI .

KOCHI

An exhibitionof Yoshikazu Tosa’s woodblock prints was held in Kochi from
November 25-30.

ASSIGNMENTS

Jaime del Rosario, OMIl is assigned to Nakajimacho in Rochi for the

duration of his Christmas holidays from Language School.

Raymond Bourgoin, OMI will be acting Pastor at Nakajimacho in Kochi fron

January 5 - March 22, 1998, while Jude Peirispulle is on homeleave in Sri
Lanka.

LEADERSHIP_CONSULTATION

Vicar General Daniel Corijn, OMI will visit the Vice Province of Japan
to conduct a consultation for the new Provincial.
from January 20 to 28.

He will be in Japan
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CONGRATULATIONS

BISHOP ANGELITO LAMPON, OMI

APOSTOLIC VICAR

JOL.O

PHILIPPINES

FROM THE

VICE PROVINCE OF JAPAN



Dear Brother Oblates,

Not long before her own conversion to Catholicism, Pulitzer-winner Annie
Dillard published a reflection on Catholic liturgy in Teaching a Stone to
Talk. "On the whole” she wrote, "I do not find Christians, outside of the
catacombs, sufficiently sensible of conditions. Does anyone have the
foggiest idea what sort of power we blithely provoke?...It is madness to
wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should all be
wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life preservers and signal
flares:; they should lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god may wake up
someday and ...draw us out to where we can never return.”

The scripture readings during this season of Advent offer a similar
caution. Perhaps, we too easily tend to tame the God we await this season.
We anticipate a sweet infant lying in a manger. Yet Luke reminds us “"Make
ready the way of the Lord. "

Advent reminds us that we are “"waiting” but also "becoming”. Our part in
the "becoming” is a way for preparing the future. The decisions we make

now, in a sense create our future. Our General Chapters provide the
opportunity for this renewal.

The theme of the forthcoming Chapter is THE EVANGELISATION OF THE POOR AT
THE DAWN OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM. The Congregation once again focuses us on
the basic foundation of our vocation as Missionary Oblates, to serve the
poor. We are called to shape our future by renewing ourselves in the
service of our people and seek new ways to make that service more
effective and Christlike in the new millennium.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
and
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Fraternally in Jesus Christ & Mary Immaculate,

, T,

Angelo Siani, OMI
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Oblate Communications (OBCOM) -Meeting
San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 18-22 e
by Wency Laguidao

1997 has been a year of meetings. The latest that | attended was the OBCOM Meeting held in
San Antonio, the “Heart of Texas.” *“Connections: Oblate Mission and Media Into the Third Millenium”
was the overall theme of the meeting. Some 25 participants, Oblates and laypersons closely working
with Oblates in mass media, from the six Oblate regions (U.S., Canada, Latin America, Europe, Africa
and Asia-Oceania) gathered at the new Oblate Renewal Center in the sprawling campus of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio. The Oblates in San Antonio provided the excellent venue and
the Oblates from the U.S. Central Province led by Fr. Tom SINGER provided the expertise and
resources in running the meeting. Fr. Ron CARIGNAN and Fr. Lito LAMPON are the mass media
animators from the General Administration who were at the meeting. Mr. Ed MURRAY, recently made
an honorary Oblate and in communications work with the Oblates in St. Louis, is the OBCOM Executive
Chairman and was also a moving force during the meeting.

The organizers put us to work for five straight days. We did not even get the chance to see
the Alamo or downtown San Antonio except for a few glimpses of the city skyline at night but we were
treated to real Mexican fiesta twice, real margaritas, fajitas, tamales, etc. and of course those hot salsas!
Fr. Charlie BANKS, Provincial-Southern and Fr. Bill MORELL, Director of the Oblate School of
Theology were gracious hosts. The meeting was well run, exploring the resources and possibilities in
each region as far as mass media work is concerned. There was enough time to discuss and report
about media work in ones own region as well be enriched by listening from Oblates coming from
various parts of the world. There were language barriers as always happens in international meetings
but these were easily bridged by the presence of Oblates who spoke three or more languages.

The importance and influence of mass media in evangelization cannot be overemphasized.
We live in a world where values and attitudes are shaped and formed by mass media, oftentimes,
without us knowing it. Education in mass media is a must for evangelization especially as we enter the
Third Millennium. There is still fear or misconceptions regarding mass media, however, among many:
technology, specialization, expensive machines, bad influence are but a few thoughts that people
associate with mass media. But how can we deny the influence of mass media in our lives?

One strong proposal put across by the participants is the inclusion of mass media training in the
General Norms of Oblate Formation. How can an Oblate preparing to be a missionary in the Third
Millennium remain ignorant or indifferent about the recent developments in mass media and muiti-
media? The discussions during the meseting were lively as we were guided to some hands-on
experience in creating a website, video film-making, etc. We also heard reports from some areas in Asia
where modern technological gadgets are a luxury such that street plays and dramas or puppet shows
are used as means of bringing the Gospel to the people.

Towards the end of the meeting, we were led into drawing up concrete proposals that the
Obcom Animation Committee will present to the capitulars during the Chapter of 1998. Another strong
proposition is to make Mass.Media a permanent portfolio in the General Administration. | can share with
those interested the minutes of the meeting which will be sent by the Animation Committee perhaps
sometime in February.

As another year comes to a close, | join all of you in thanking the Lord for the many blessings
He has given us as a group and individually. | thank him personally for the chance of meeting so many
people this year who are involved in various works of evangelization especially during the FABC
Meeting in Thailand and again in Texas.

May the economic gloom that hovers all throughout this region be a prunning process that will
bring us back to a realization that no “economic miracle” will ever surpass the miracle of God becoming
man in Jesus Christ. To all of you:

Merry Christmas and a Bappp Pew Bear



From John Deely:

News from Hoya
RB®E Y '

Wow! It’s been quite awhile since I last contributed to the Newsletter. No legitimate
-excuses. It’s just that the deadlines come ‘n go before I know it!

Actually, nothing earthshaking has happened over the past year...except that I am
teaching Japanese Sign Language at Junshin University as a fully accredited course
which, I've been told, is a first in Jépant And, starting next April, I'll be teaching
American Sign Language at Sophia...another first. It was 20 years ago this November
when I first suggested that Sign Language be accepted at Sophia as a fully accredited
course. It took a long time, but the thinking has changed. In fact, the University has
asked me to interpret the graduation and entrance ceremonies into Japanese Sign
Language. So things are looking up in that respect.

Shortly after the OMI retreat, I had a Signed Retreat with the Deaf at the Catholic
Center. We tried some new things with the liturgy to make it more intelligible to the
deaf; for example, we didn’t use any missal...everything was done in sign language
without reading or voicing. The Eucharist took 3 full hours! It was quite an experience.
In fact, 1 think it's the way to go and will probably do the same at the retreat in
Kanazawa, '

I hope to see many of you at the Kochi Christmas Party. If I don’t see you there, then
‘I'll see you at the retreat in Fukuoka (since I won’t be able to attend the March
Meeting). ' o

Health and Blessings on you and the people you servel Merry Christmas!
Jack
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A CURTISTMAS SHARING
Fr. Jimmy del Rosario, OMI

In reading a novel or walching a movie, some people have Lhe habit of wan-

Ling to know the ending first bofore beginning to read it or vatch it. Similarly,
the Gospel reading for the Sunday celebration of Christ the King struck me first,
before I made my reflection on Chirist’s birth,

Jesus said, "My Kingdonm does nol belong to this world.... I was born and
came into the world .for this one purpose, to speak about the truth. Whoever be-
longs Lo the Lruth listens to me,” as lle vas being interrogated by Pilate. To me,
Lthis Gospel reading serves as a prelude to the Gospel reading on Christmas day,
"The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. Ve
sav llis glory, the glory which lle received as the Father’s only Son.”

Indeed, our one and only King is our Lord Jesus Christ. But, the world’s
priovities appear Lo be some 'things’ else or oven the 'self’ first. A person
vithout money does not seem to be listened to, as if he is not a person at all,
Honey has become more important Lhan persons.

Christ the King was born in a munger, and to a carpenter and a simple
housevife, lle came as a vulnerable infant entrusted Lo the care of Joseph and
Mary. He vas pursued by lerod to be killed. Among us humans, lle came to give us
life to the fullesL, [k vas a life of forgiveness, healing, and casling off of
evil. Host of all, it vas a life of love given to us, unto death on the cross.
IL was o victorious death, for in lis resurrection, lle has shared vith us eter-
nal Life.

This Christmas Season, 1 pray to God: "Thank You dear Lord for sharing Your
very Self with all of humanity, Thank You for all of Your gifts to each one of
us. May we share Your gifts of (ailh, hope, and love, ospecially wilh our bro-
thers and sisters vho are Lreated as outcasts Irom humanity, because of race,
language, gender, religious affiliation or social status, llelp us to forgive
those who offend us physically or emotionally. Forgive us when we quell our
neighbor’s growth and hopes.”

"Lord, as we approach the year ahead, may You harvest the fruits of our
labor of love. You sowed the seeds Lhroughout the 50 years of Oblate presence in
Japan, and recently in Korea. Our continued growth is in Your hands, in Lhe
yoars to come. May we glorify Your Name forever.”

May the Lord inspire us through this scripture passage: ”"Let us profess the
truth in Jove and grow to the full maturity of Christ the head, Through Him, the
vhole body grovs, and with the proper lunctioning of the members joined firmly
togother by each supporting ligament, builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 4).

Merry Christmas and A lappy Now Year to all!



From Bill Maher:

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR,

I don't know how many of you I'll meet during the
holidays but 1I've got my tickets for the Dec. 26th
celebration in Kochi and I'm looking forward to it. In
my mind, Fukuoka is an entirely different ball game
than Shikoku. There are all kinds of Church related
activities and responsibilities, as well as the fact
that everything is on a much bigger scale than 1 was
usedto. Living with other Oblates in the same house has
been great, plus the fact that we have more people,
Oblates and otherwise coming through from time to time.

I hope the Christmas and New Years Season is one
of abundant blessings for everyone. You'll all be in my
prayers during this time, please keep me in yours.

Bill

From Len Inui:
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(Missicen for childreén) For the Feast of Nativity of 1997
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A handful dust of the universe has been constructed into a living form, same

as ourselves,by the loving Spirit of God. He was named Jesus.Then He had to spend
growing years on earth so that He may serve for the other creatures of the loving

God. ... Some people havenoticed that there is a service-work for infante to
grow in the same way as Jesus has been helped by the holy family's oarents. Lot
celebrate this season, as "Peace on earth for the people of good heart!|

Len Morio Inui. O.M.1.



From Jerry Novotny:

Greetings from Kochil

This year came and went so fast that I forgot to celebrate my birthday. Yet Christmas
season is a good time to reflect on this year and that is what I did last night on my Internet,
searching for Pro Life materials. Let me share some Catholic World News Briefs, available via
email, which are bringing this year of 1997 to a close. (To subscribe or for further information,
contact subs@cwnews.com or visit the Web page at http://www.cwnews.com.)

#1, Kevorkian and his attorneys have stated that he has helped between 70 and 100
people kill themselves. The former pathologist lost his license to practice medicine in 1991 and
has been acquitted on assisted suicide charges three times with a fourth trial ending in a
mistrial. On Wednesday night, Dr. George Reding helped Martha Wichorek, 82, kill herself while
Kevorkian was present in the woman's home, according to Kevorkian attorney Geoffrey Fieger.

#2. SUSPECT ARRESTED FOR DUMPING ABORTED UNBORN BABIES. Los
Angeles County sheriffs on Tuesday arrested & man suspected of taking the bodies of 45
aborted children from an abortion clinic and dumping them in a field where children often play.
According to a state waste management law passed six years ago, aborted babies must be
disposed of by cremation.

#3. US ABORTION RATE DROPS TO LOWEST IN 20 YEARS. This year the US killed
only 1,210,883 babies.

#4. FLORIDA COURT RULES ON MOM SHOOTING UNBORN CHILD - Florida's
Supreme Court ruled on Friday that a pregnant woman cannot be charged with murder or
manslaughter for shooting herself in the belly to kill her unborm child.

Kawana Ashley, then 19 years old, was arrested in March 1994 when she shot herself in
the stomach in an attempt to kill her six-month-old unborn child because she didn't have enough
money to afford an abortion, She underwent an emergency Caesarean section and delivered a 2-
pound 2-ounce gir] who had a bullet wound on her wrist. The baby died two weeks later.
Prosecutors charged Ms, Ashley with third-degree felony murder and with manslaughter, both
with possible 15-year sentences.

The murder charge was dismissed, first by the trial court and then by an appeals court.
Both the state and Ashley appealed to the state Supreme Court. The state wanted the murder
charge reinstated and Ashley wanted the manslaughter charge dismissed as well. In today's
unsigned ruling, Florida's highest court said an expectant mother can't be criminally charged
with the death of her child resulting from self-inflicted injuries during the third trimester of
pregnancy. But the Supreme Court noted that opinions by earlier courts have held that a third-
party -- but not the pregnant mother -- can be held criminally liable for causing injury or death to
an unborn child.

#5, TEACHER CLEARED OF WRONGDOING IN DISCUSSING "ELLEN" - The
Alameda school board has cleared a fifth-grade teacher of wrongdoing when she discussed the
homosexuality of the main character in the television show "Ellen” with her class, according to a
report in the San Francisco Chronicle.

The board acted on the complaint of parents who complained that Victoria Foresters
violated their rights by discussing the show in their daughter's class, despite an order on file
with the school that they should not be required to participate in such discussions. Mike and
Judy Trelow said Forrester described the Ellen character as "brave” and "proud” for announcing
that she was lesbian. When his daughter did not agree, Trelow says Forrester suggested that
she be open to other points of view. He said the alleged comment trampled on his parental rights
and his Christian beliefs by putting homosexuality in a positive light.

Board president Anna Elefant said the parents' allegations were not supported by the
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evidence because no student was "harassed, intimidated, ridiculed, or intentionally
embarrassed.” -

#6. BRITISH PRO-LIFERS RECALL KEY ANNIVERSARY - Since the Abortion Act
came into effect in April 1988, more thun 4.5 million abortions have been carried out under the
law. The 1990 Human Fertilization and Embryology Act set the upper time limit for legal
abortion at 24 weeks, and subsequent attempts to lower the limit have not succeeded.

And the list continues. Part of the speech that follows was transcribed by Father Anthony
Zimmerman who was at the time executive director of the Japan Family Life Association, which
sponsored Mother Teresa's tour in Japan. (Quote)

In your country, in Japan, like in Tndia, the government is very anxious about
overpopulation. And we have helped our government. In India, in Calcutta specially, in ten years,
we have had over a million babies not born - more than a million fewer babies in ten years. So
we have helped the government.

And that is why our government has fully recognized natural family planning; and our
sisters are doing that all over India. And | hope someday, some of you will come to India, learn
there, and come back to your country and teach it, teach them that very beautiful way. You can
plan your family without destroying anything, without committing sin. And that is not very
difficult. If our poor people, our beggars, can learn it, how much more people who are better in
life, who are better educated.

Abortion destroys conscience. Lately a Hindu lady came to our house and told her great
sorrow. She was rich, she had everything, but was in great sorrow. She said, "I just saw a child
of eight years old. Eight years ago I did an abortion; and as I saw that child, immediately my
heart was 50 painful, my conscience hurt me so much. My child would be eight years old today if
I had not killed it,"

And if you do not want the child, give me the child. I want it. I will find a family and give
the child to them. Do not kill. Do not destroy.

Lask you one thing. When I spoke to the Diet in Tokyo, I asked them to change the law
of abortion. And I ask you also to get together and never allow, in this beautiful country, that
regular killing which destroys not only the life of the child but destroys your very heart. You will
never again be the same person. God forgives; but deep down in your heart the pain of having
destroyed some life remains always. So get together and ask the government to change the law
to respect and to love life that is created by God.

(end quote)

Two litde words are in my heart this Kochi Christmas: Mary was "with Child," This little Child
was never called a fetus, was never experimented upon and certainly not & glob of tissue, From
the moment of conception, Jesus was referred to as a child. Two thousand years have passed
and we still rejoice on this birthday. But mingled with the joy of celebrating this birthday, is the
sorrow we carry in our hearts over all the mothers with child who will not give birth as Mary did.
We close out another year with the haunting reality that just in Japan, another 380,000+ unborn
babies were aborted in the past twelve months.

How can we allow this to continue to happen to tiny Japanese children without speaking
out? Pro-choice people often argue that life does not begin at conception. But Jeremiah's life
began before conception! Jexemiah's life began in the heart, in the mind of God before he was
ever conceived in his mother's womb. (Jeremiah 1:5) The same holds true for every person ever
bom on this planet. And I guess that's exactly what makes life so sacred. To abort an unborn

(L}
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child is to destroy something precious, something unique, something created in the image of
God. (Ps.139:14,16)

This Christmas message strengthens my convicton that all human life is very, very
sacred, I ask that all Oblates unite themselves with all Pro Life people throughout the world in
praying for unbom babies who deserve a chance at life, for women in crisis pregnancy, for women

who have had abortions and need to know that God loves, heals and forgives, and finally for the
men involved to accept their responsibilities as protectors of life.

Merry Christmas and be assured of love and prayers. Jerry Novotny, omi

From Lei:

My wishes are that the coming of the Lord be a time of grace and peace for
everybody.

Kierkegaard wrote:"You have loved us first, o Lord. Alas, we talk about that
as if it is just history, as if You have loved us first only once; and we forget
that You love us first continuously, every day and all our life."

In our Christian community not much has changed, except that people are
getting older and weaker. Two young families have moved in, so, the average age
has come down a little. This year we had four baptisms, but only one of them is
still living in the parish. In the Adonami no Ie (Blue Wave Home) people come
and go. We call the Home Tachi~agari no ie (where people try to get back on
their feet). I wouldn’t say that this is always achieved; it is so easy to fall
back into one’s old habit.

The Volunteer Bureau I started to promote volunteer work in Kochi is 22 years
young, and I may say that it is recognized in the city and even more widely.
This year 1 was made a member of the Committee for the establishment of a
Volunteer Center in the city. Because the word volunteer is very much
associated with social welfare the name was changed to Shimin Katsudo Support
Center (Citizens’ Service Support Center) to make clear that all volunteer work
is included. On September 30 we went to the City Hall to present the proposal
to the Mayor.

Four years ago I was on a committee to compose a proposal for improvement of
the living conditions of handicapped people, and I was introduced to the Mayor;
this year I am on the committee to review the proposal.

The Kokoro no daiaru (emergency telephone) is becoming 12 years of age, and
Kochi together with Miyazaki Prefecture being the only places in Japan where
there is no Inochi no Denwa (Life Line) has prompted us to start the Inochi
no Denwa in Kochi in the near future. Because the headquarters of that movement
request the necessary structures many more people have to be involved.

The year 1998 will be a great year for the Oblates in Japan, I wish you all
a fruitful year and a joyful Golden Jubilee.

Lei Simons.
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Once again we are all looking forward to a beautiful, happy Christmas. Let
me first of all wish you a very happy Christmas.

Christmas means the celebration of the coming of Jesus Christ. If you think
of the great event, it goes even further to the sacrifice of his life. I think
the birth of Christ is for sacrifice.

Sacrifice of our life, time, talents etc. to welcome the coming of Jesus.

This year this theme reflects to me in a special way. Because my original
plan was to spend Christmas this year with my family members. Bradly and I came
to Japan together. He is now back in Sri Lanka, enjoying his Christmas with his
parents. Due to unavoidable circumstances I have to spend this year Christmas
with my parishioners, sacrificing my life, my wishes, in order to welcome Christ
into my heart and to welcome him among my brothers and sisters of the parish.

Sacrifice also brings blessings, happiness. I leave for my first home
vacation in January to spent Lent in Sri Lanka.

Jude Peirispulle, 0.M.I.
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From Xavier Tosa:

A Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!

Peace in the whole world and in our hearts!

A lot of things have happened during the last year, but most of the happenings
have been written up in previous OMI Newsletters. The only thing I must tell you
is the exhibition of my lino printings (AR ®E) in Kochi last November. Friends of
mine (all used to study French some 20 years ago in the Seibo Gakuen) wanted to
celebrate my 70th birthday. So they came up with the idea of an exhibition of my
selfmade New Year cards. I was, of course, opposed to this idea, for my prints
don't have much artistic value. Finally I gave in because I thought that I had
to respect their feelings. They borrowed the NHK (Japanese Broadcasting
Corporation) gallery and paid all expenses themselves. 32 printings were hung on
the walls, and on two tables photographs, old passports, newspaper clippings
etc. introducing Flanders and my 40 years of working and living here in Kochi
Prefecture were on display. I was introduced first as a catholic priest and then
as a teacher of languages and as a companion in life for some. ( Trying to
"witness" the gospel values is not a waste of time, but it cannot be put in
statistics.) To the visitors who were not acquainted with me, I was introduced
as a man with two countries, (two "fatherlands"), and as a bridge between two
cultures.

More than 700 people visited the exhibition during its 6 days. That is rather a
success. And 222 prints were sold. (We are still in the progress of making them
one by one ...} Selling prints was an afterthought and I was again not in favor
of that idea. A big part of the profits went to the end-of-the-year charity
project (BAEBITAEWF v 1) 5 1) of NHK. As for myself, I was a little tired. My
ordinary schedule of teaching (and hearing sisters' confessions) continued as
usual. However, meeting the visitors at the exhibition was a great compensation
and deep joy. People I hadn't met for 30 or more years came to encourage me.
Some flew in from Osaka and returned the same day. The mayor sent a telegram with
friendly well-wishings. Not a few Oblates took time off and came to the gallery,
while others phoned or faxed to "congratulate" me. It was all very heartening.
Sitting in my easy chair in the quiet evening and staring at the light of an
early Christmas candle, tears can come to my eyes when I rethink everything.

God and his people have been good to me. ( Yoshikazu Xavier TOSA )
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From John Iwo:

Nerry Christmas to all of you.

This Christmas message comes from Itami. It is almost nine months since I
arrived here. The noise is not as bad as I feared, and I have enough to do every
day. I study the Church’s teaching, Church documents and Bible. I sleep well and
my health is good. While I was in Aki I stayed on a good diet, but now I anm
gaining weight. Since I have been here I have done the rooms over, painted the
church fence, repaired the roof and the outside wall. I was able to do that
thanks to the people’s help.

It is still a little early, but I wish to send you my New Year’s greetings
anyway:

BHappy New Year?l

The dentist of the City Hospital give me the following little story:

Footprints

One night 1 dreamed o dream.

I'was walking along the beach with my Lord,
Across the dark sky flached sceno from my life,
For cack scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the gom
one helonging 10 me

and one to my Lord,

When the lust seene anev life shot hefore me
Isoked hack i the footprints in ihe sand.

There wos only one ser of fousiprings,

Lrealized that this was at the lowest

and saddl: st times of my life.

This aheays bothered me

and I questioned the 1ord

ahout my dilemma,

“Lord, you told me when I decided 1o follow You,
Souwould walk nnd 1alk with me ali the way,
But 'm avware tha during the most troublesome
tires of my St theve i only one set of footprings,
! jusi don't understand why, when | needed You 20081,
You leave me,* '

He whispered, "My precious child,

Ilove you and will never leave you

never, ever during vaur trials and testings,

When you sow only one gor af fontprings

itwas then that I carried vy,

"
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From Ray Bourgoin:

MERRY CHRISTMAS
and
A MOST BLESSED NEW YEAR

Hope this finds all of you healthy and striving.

Of course the biggest news for me this year was my Dad’s death. In a sepa-
rate letter, I already shared with you my feelings at the time, so I don’'t need
to repeat myself here except to add that my Mom is doing better all the time,
thanks to so many people’s prayers.

I was kind of behind schedule with the CPA because of ny long absence, but I
seem to have caught up and now it will be only keeping up till I must leave for
the annual General Finance Committee meeting in Rome in April.

As the Christmas Season approaches I want to wish each and every one of you
the best for this season and the New Year.

Ray

From Jan:

To All a Christmas Season and a New Year full of the Lord’s blessings!

Going over all the contributions to be put in this Newsletter I rejoice
seeing all the activities everyone is involved in. And an encouraging tendency
is the recognition that is given to those activities in different fields.

As for me here in Ikeda, my activities may be at a more humble level, but I
am happy that I can be of help in things like this putting out of the
Newsletter, or doing some research for some projects, or relieving persons from
their backaches and many more little things that cannot be classified but that
nevertheless keep one really occupied. All the while I am hoping that it all
contributes to the building of God’s Kingdom.

Immediate church work is limited, as it always has been in this rural area,
but even more so now with the moving out of young people to more industrial
centers and the ensuing rapid aging of the staying population. Those elderly
people are not prone to change from their traditional way of life. On the other
hand there is only a small number of parishioners, mainly higher up in age also
(the oldest is a lady of 93); another factor is the long distance away from the
church, where practical all of the parishioners live, to the East and the South
(the church is located right in one corner of the triangular parish territory,
the sides stretching about 50 kilometers to the East and about 60 to the South).
With my advancing (or should I say advanced?) age restricting my moving around,
especially by car on narrow and winding mountain roads, and the immigrated
Christian women living on those mountains for the most part unable to get around
on their own, the contacts are not frequent.

One of my regular prayers, and one that I dare recommend to you, is imploring
the Lord to send someone younger to look after this corner of his Garden.

Let me again extend my fervent wishes for an abundantly blessed Christmas and
a prosperous New Year with good health and happiness.

Jan Van Hoydonck.
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From his home, where he is on vacation, Bradly sends his greetings:
Greetings from Sri Lanka!

I thank God for giving me this opportunity to be with ny family for
Christmas this year. The situation in Sri Lanka remains the same. People who
live in the war zone go through lots of hardships and suffering. But still

there is hope for peace. We hope and pray, so that the birth of Jesus may bring
peace to our country.

I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a grace-~
filled New Year 1998. May the Infant Jesus fill our hearts with Jjoy and peace

to share with one another, to give to all we meet and to light the lives of
others everyday of the New Year.

Brad
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BIRTHDAYS ORDINATIONS

Happy Birthday to: Happy Anniversary to:
December

24 Mike YAMASAKI

January

2 Ed WILLIAMS 15 James JEYACHANDRAN
6 Shirantha PERERA

22 Ray BOURGOIN
29 Dick HARR

February February

13 Maurizio GIORGANNI

15 Len INUI 22 Xave Yoshikazu TOSA
21 Vincenzo BORDO

March ' March
1 Jerry NOVOTNY 19 Ray BOURGOIN
11 Taku AKABAE 27 Wency LAGUIDAO
23 Bill MAHER 29 Leo KAWAGUCHI

CONGRATULATIONS with the GOLDEN JUBILEE of VOWS to
Lei SIMONS and Bert SILVER on September 8, 1998,

ANNIVERSARY of the DEATH
of our MISSION’s FOUNDING FATHERS

2 February Charles McBENNETT 12 March Leonard ROBITAILLE

PRAYERS

remain in order for the intentions that have been brought to your attention
before, our deceased near of kin, our ailing or/and aging beloved, all those
that count on our prayers out of gratitude or of justice. Especially recommended

are Jerry Novotny’s father and Ray Bourgoin’s father. May God’s mercy and
blessing embrace them all.

EVER VALID REMINDERS

Check - expiration date of Visa, Alien Registration, Driver’s License, Health
Insurance Certificate, Reduction Certificates for the Aged, etc.

Editor’s Repeated Request

The next issue is scheduled for March 21. Could I prevail on you to have your
texts in by March 10, and may I again implore ALL of you to reread and CORRECT
your texts so that I am not obliged to retype AND correct them? May I also ask
you to leave a margin of at least one inch from the top and bottom (A4 size
pages, please!), and the width of the text no more than 17 ca. (63/4 in.)?

Some FAX-machines and some typewriters may need some cleaning, although
sometimes weather conditions may cause some smudges in a FAX. Also sending
documents on THERMAL paper (Faxes or other prints) by mail is to be avoided,
because of the danger of getting smudged or stained.
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