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Provincial Newsletter of the OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE

Vice Province of Japan

February, 1987
* My dear fellow Oblates,

At the close of our Oblate Meeting in March of last year it
was desire of those present that the meeting this year also
be a meeting that would give us input on the poor in Japan.
On July 15 the F-T committee met in Itami. At that meeting
it was agreed that I should invite Fr. Keizo Yamada, S.J. to
be the speaker at the Congress. On July 21 I called Father
and asked him to speak about the problem of the Poor in
" Japan. He accepted the invitation. :

In the middle of January I had word from Father that he would
not be able to fulfill his commitment due to an unexpected
meeting of the Jesuits in Japan. He did suggest some other
dates but as you had been notified of the dates of the
meeting in my letter of August 12,1986 I did not think it
right at this late date to ask you to change your schedules.

I consulted by phone with the members of the F-C Committee
and suggested that we hold to our previous announced schedule
and also recommended that we still have a meeting giving
input on the Poor in Japan. As that was the desire expressed
at the meeting in 1986

As you know all of us are involved in working with the poor

in Japan. I thought a very interesting and meaningful
meeting could be had if we asked some of our own Oblates to
speak to us on their work with the poor. I am sure their

T experience will help all of us when faced with helping these
various type of poor when they come to us.

I have asked the following to be speakers at this meeting:
Jack Deeley on the Ministry to the Deaf and Handicapped

Wency Laguidao on the Ministry to the Filippinos in Japan
Jerry Novotny on the Ministry to the Unborn (Right to Life
Movement) '

Ed Williams on the Ministry to the Poor in the Parish

At the meeting there will be five two hour time periods for
input sessions. Four of these time periods will be taken by
the four speakers mention above. As to the fifth time period:
A video tape of the Chapter was made. Fr. General has sent a
copy to every Province, Vice Province and Delegation. It is



his desire that all have some idea of the Chapter that
produced Missionaries in Today’s World

I feel that this meeting can be an experience of listening to
each other and of sharing about our Oblate Mission to the Poor
in Japan in Today,s World I hope that you will take
advantage of this opportunity for an Oblate gathering that
will not only be a learning experience but more important
perhaps, a time of Oblate community.

Fraternally yours in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

SR i {gA?/W. /.
Fr. John Kenndy Mahoney, 0.M.I.
Provincial
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NEW SCHOLASTIC RESIDENCE IN NAGOYA

February 9, the Provincial completed negotiations for the

purchase of land and a three story ten room house for the
Scholasticate. The community moved into their new residence

on February. 11. Many thanks to you and the people of our
parishes for the donations of furniture, dishes etc.

NEW ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER:

z‘g Oblate House of Studies
+ i Aza Kuroishi 2878-1161
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JAPANESE SCHOLASTICS TO VISIT PHILIPPINES

February 17 Brothers Hayashi and Kawaguchi will leave on Air
Pakistan for the Philippines. Brother Kumashiro will leave
on February 28 after attending the Graduation Ceremony at the
Catechetical - Institute.

The purpose of the visit is threefold:

1. to flavor the international character of the Congre-
gation.

2. to share the ministry of the Oblates who are working
with the materially poor.

3. to learn English in an English speaking atmosphere.
Itte irasshai!

F-T Committee

The F-T Committee sends a reminder that your personal discern-
ment on Criteria #2,4,6,&5 should be completed by March 1.
Please send your completed work to the Provincial by that date.

Praxers

Tom Maher wrote recently that his father is recovering very well
and has returned home from the hospital. Bill and Tom thank you
for your prayers.

Narui-sensei is home after one and a half months in Kochi City
Hospital. He will still need some rehabilitation for his leg
but is doing very well. Thanks for your prayers.

GENERAL FINANCIAL MEETING ROME

The General Administration has requésted that Bert Silver con-
tinue as the Asian representative on the Financial Committee
for one more year. Bert had been on the Asian Representative
for three years. This years meeting will be held at the Gen-
eral House May 16-23.

ONGOING FORMATION

EAPI . 2hA-five wéek ‘¢dourseiwill be held at the EAPI in Manila
from May 4- June 5. The 1987 summer course will have as its
theme THE FAMILY. If you are interested in this course please
contact the Provincial.

FIRST FORMATION

A new Formation Committee has been chosen by the Provincial

Administration. The members are: The Provincial and Frs. La
Framboise, Siani; Yamazaki and Inui. The Committee will meet
for the first time on March 9 in Nagoya.



JUSTICE AND PEACE MEETING - ENOGUCHI

February 10, Fr. Sasaki, 0.P., Mr. Doi and Mr. Kawano from
Matsuyama were the guest speakers for a meeting held on issues
of Justice and Peace conducted by Fr. Tosa Yoshikazu. Among
the topics of discussion were the Doowachiku problem, Yasukuni
Shrine and the unjust practices of large corporations.

KOKORO NO DIAL

February 14 & 15 Fr. Leo Simons conducted an Ongoing Formation
Program for the volunteers of Kokoro no Dial. The program dealt
with methods of correct guidance of people calling for help
with various problems. The two day sessions were held at Taka-
joo-machi.

Oblate Novitiate

On March 19, two young men from Tokushima Prefecture will begin
their novitiate. They are Hashimoto Masashi (27) and Yagi Nobu-
hiko (26).

H ashimoto Masashi is a native of Naruto and is well acquainted
with the Oblates. The late Bro. Tsuda, OMI was a close friend
of the Hashimoto family.

Yagi.Nobuhiko comes from our parish in Tokushima where he was
baptized as an infant. For the past two years he has been a
voluhteer working with Fr. Leo Simons in the Kochi Volunteer
Bureau.

Birthdays Ordinations
February: February:
15 'Len IHui *“ - 22 Tosa Yoshikazu
March: March:
1 Jerry Novotny 19 Ray Bourgoin
23 Bill Maher 27 Ron La Framboise

27 Wency Laguidao

NEW EDITOR FOR INFORMATION OMI JAPAN Ange Siani

Fr. Provincial has asked me to be the editor of the Japanese
Newsletter.

We are all greatful to the former editor Wency Laguidao for his
excellent Newsletters.

I would aitso like to thank in a special way those who have con-
tributed excellent articles through the years. Please keep
them coming! And I'd appreciate any comments or suggestions
which might help to serve you more effectively.

Fr. Provincial has suggested that the Newsletter be publiébd
every two months. 'The next issue will be printed in April.
Please send your articles and items of news by April 20.

OMI MARCH MEETING :please send enclosed postcard by March 15 to Ange.

Thank you.



TOKYO JACK DEELY

1st Asian-Pacific Regional Conference
on
DEAFNESS

“Toward Better Communication, Cooperation and Coordination”

The conference was held in Hong Kong, 8-13 December. Since my
expenses were being provided by both Tsukuba and Sophia, I de-
cided to leave early and go to Taipei to renew some contacts

that were made at the seminar I gave at Gallaudet two summers ago.

Before leaving for Taipei, I wrote to a Dr. Wayne Smith of
Gallaudet College (who attended that seminar) to inquire of the
vhereabouts of two Taiwanese.vho had also attended that summer
seminar and have since returned to Taiwan. Unfortunately, I was
late in writing to Dr. Smith and had left Tokyo before hearing

from hin,

On arriving in Taipei, I asked people at the front desk of the
Mandarin Hotel to call the Taipei School for the Deaf to arrange
a visit there. The school authorities, or, at least, whoever was
on the other end of the phone turned me down because I didn’t have
a formal letter of recommendation, which I thought was rather
strange. Over the phone, it was explained that security throughout
the city vas tight because municipal elections were being held
that same day. However, on meeting the Principal, I was told that,
in his absence, no one vanted to take responsibility for okaying

my visit,

To make a long story even longer, I went to the school anywvay
and vaited at the gate (where I vas again refused entrance) till I
sav someone signing. I spotted a teacher who was signing in Tai-
vanese Signs, so I got his attention by signing in Japanese Signs.
From then on, I was home free...had four fabulous hours with the
Principal, teachers, and kids. Pictures are forthcoming. Also

received tvo books on Taiwanese Signs, which will come in very
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handy. in the future. The following day I was treated to a dinner
at the flat of the teacher I spotted at the gate to the school.
He vas having tvo deaf Koreans, two deaf people from Hong Kong,
and a couple of deaf Taiwanese for dinner, and thought I would
enjoy meeting them. What an afternoon! Four different Sign Lan-
guages! When we couldn’t get through to one another in sign lan-
guage in our discussions on such topics as the education, reha-
bilitation, and employment of the deaf, we wrote the appropriate
Chinese ideographs. One of the Koreans was a deaf Protestant Mi-
nister. I found out later that another reason for inviting me to
the dinner was to ask if I’d be able to help the other Korean.
He passed the entrance exam for Gallaudet, but the Korean gov-
ernment won’t let the deaf study abroad unless they have letters
from VIPs. I told him that I’d be meeting the head of Gallau-
det’s International Center, at the Hong Kong Conference...vho,
by the way, has since said that he will gladly provide whatever

papers the Korean government requires.

In Hong Kong, I stayed with the OMIs. And, before I forget,
John Chai and Stan Sun vant to be remembered to those of you
they have met over the years, through their trips to Japan and
your visits to Hong Kong. They also asked me to pass on to all

of you their best wishes and promise of prayers.

Hong Kong was quite an experience. There were over 600 delegates
in attendance (250 from foreign countries). The schedule was quite
grueling (vould like to go back someday to see the sights). Of the

600 or so delegates, I was undoubtedly the only non-professional.

There vere doctors, audiologists, teachers, researchers etc.
vho were reporting on some pretty heavy stuff, both in the Plenary
Sessions and in the Workshops. Yours truly presented a paper for
Tetsuji Tomikawa (a deaf friend I work with here in Tokyo...who
has also been asked to teach at the proposed Tsukuba College of

the Deaf). I hired a camera-man to videotape the presentation,



hoping that NHK will use the tape for its Sunday-nite “Deaf Hour”.
Over the holidays, I plan to rewrite the paper and send it on to
The American Annals of the Deaf and to other journals for publi-
cation. The paper emphasizes the importance of communication be-
tveen teacher & student and among the students themselves in

language acquisition.

There vas also an unexpected “bonus” in attending the confer-
ence. Vhile the main thrust of the conference vas in the area of
medical, social, and technical services for the deaf...one lunch
vas arranged for Pastoral Workers in the Asian Region, at which
ve discussed what services and programs vere being offered for
deaf Christians. Among the countries represented at this lunch-
eon vere Australia, Sri Lanka, India, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Halgysia and Japan. It vas suggested that there be greater ex-

change of information in the future.

In sum and substance, that is vhat my trip was about...an ex-
change of information on what is being done to bring the deaf into

the mainstream of society.

An very very happy that I vas able to attend and participate
in the Conference. Besides the experience of being there and of
meeting these people vho are so determined to make it a better
world for the deaf, I’'m sure that the information I gathered and
the contacts I made will go a long way in helping me to better

organize my work in the future.

UE
‘:. Jack Deely
61-12-20



FORUM FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE INFORMATION
FORUM ITS NATURE AND HISTORY

HISTORY In the 1970's, because of the inhuman situations of injustice and

oppression in Asja, Africa and Latin America, the local Churches in various
nations began to establish Episcopal Commissions or Councils for Justice amd
Peace. At the same time the Vatican set up the Pontifical Commission for
Justice and Peace., '

Between 1970 and 1986 the situation of the poor and the oppression they
experience has become much worse, especially in emerging nations. It has
become more and more evident that the prosperity of the northern developed
nations through their international systems {international policies and
institutions of economy and trade) and theithnstruments (Trans-national
Corporationsj Military Dictators, etc.), is the largest cause of the poverty
and suffering experienced by two-thirds of the earth's population., And,
further, this prosperity is causing the wanton destruction of the earth's
resources and environment.

Because.of this, the Local Churches of both the North and the South have -~
widened and deepened their involvement in the cause of the poor and the
oppressed.in their own and in other nations. Encouraged by the National .
Offices of Justice and Peace many Diocesan Offices, or Committees were
established in the early 1980's, This was followed by Religious Congre-
gations who have set up desks for Justice and Peace under the vwing of the
National Bishop's Councils. Congregational Chapters and General Assemblies
are no longer able to ignore the pattern of exploitation and impoverishment
and de-humanization experienced by the peoples of the world. More and more
Christian Religious, both men and vomen have felt the ugency of the Gospel
mandate and their founder's inspiration to become involved in the coming
of the Reign of God.

In Japan, together with the National Council for Justice and Peace the
Diocesan priests and Congregations of men have tried to deepen their com-
mitment through seminars, experiences and prayer., In 1985 the men's orders
and Societies joined in establishing a FORUM IN ASIA.

FORUM NATURE It is a FORUM to encourage and assist Religious Congregations

in their understanding of their mission for justice and peice as mandated by -
the Gospel and the Church through her recent documents. It is also a FORUM

for those already active in.this mission as a "place" to meet together for

mutual encouragement and sharing, and an opportunity to deepen a spirituality

for justice and peace. Of itself it is not another orgsnization for action

but a support for and the sustainment of existing groups, or individuals who

are invovled.

FORUM I This FORUM was held in the Philippines in 1985 and only the

men's congregations and societies were represented. However there were
present observers from ASC and other groups. Their suggestion that women's ’
congregations be represcnted was enacted in the 1986 FORUM II.

3

FORUM II  The presence of Women's Congragations was an important contribution
to the whole meeting, especially in sharing the people's situation and in
their insights,



FORUM FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE

(Forum Of Religious for Understanding their Mission for justice & peace)

SECOND CONFERENCE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE
October T - 13
New Delhi, India

Themes"The Peoples' Struggle for Justice and Peace in Asia and Oceania
in the Context for TNC's and Militarization Todey" .

Report to the.Association of Major Superiors of Women, Japan, &
the Maryknoll Sisters.

[N

At a later date the Conference Ad Hoc Committee will send out a
reflection paper giving a brief taste of the conference. Following this
a8 booklet describing the conference in detail will be compiled and dis-
tributed. However, in the meantime, I would like to give my own summery

and reflections.

One of the most outstanding features of this Conference of 12 congrega—
tions of Women, and 9 men's orders and societies, was the support end soli-
darity that was felt by 46 members of the group., This happened almost
immediately even though 12 countries were represented and the participants
included both nationals and foreign missioners. Perhaps the reason for
this was the theme which attrzoted sisters and priests working with gress
roots people affected by TNC's opperating either directly or indirectly in
their countries. For some of the participants it was an awareness raising
experience, while others have experienced harassment and even imprisonment
as a result of their faithfulness to the Gospel.

We owe FORUM to the Religious priests in Asia who felt the need for soli-
darity, spiritual encouragement, and netvworking. -. With the assistance of
OHD they held their first FORUM meeting in Davao, Philippines in 1985. At
that Conference, AMORE was represented by 2 women Religious who encouraged
the men to open FORUM to women's congregations, Thus the 1986 FORUM II,
included men and women from congregations that work in three Asjan countriés,
and who have members ihvolved with justice and peace, or working with people

whose lives are affected by justice issues.,

The arrival in India at 3 AM was in itself an experience for most of the
delegates from the rest of Asia. The remainder of the day, October 6th, was
given to situating.ourselves in the city of Delhi and settling-in at the
Indien Social Institute which the Jesuits put at our disposal. 'The next

maning we awoke to the morning praises of hundreds of birds, the bells of
the Hindu temple and the insistant lowing of a sacred cow!
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October 7 Each congregation that was not present at FORUM I, shared their

charism and the present expression of their founders! ond foundress' ¢concern

and involvement with people who are poor, and whose lives where deliberately

made less human by governments or by society.

Father Desmond de Sousa from OHD. gave us an over-view of the Spirit work-
ing in and through religious life in history as God fashioned it in each
changing age. Father challenged us with a warning that uglpgs'neliggguq
Gommunities' Charisms bgcome once again, prophetic in their g§pre§219n,

—

that we are heading for irrelevnncel

Bishop Labayan, well known to many as the dynamic bishop of Infanta, Philippines
spoke to us of the powers,of this world and their use of deception in order-

to make National Security States and loss of human rights and freedoms seem

a2 national good and actually acceptable to large majorities of peoples. - -
This is done by constantly insisting that danger and conflict comes froﬁ N
the East, or from the West, depending on where you live! Thus the unjust

and inhuman situations created in the south to maintain the northern

countries standard of living and economics,this is kept on the periphery of

our consciousness and concern. This is properly termed as neo—-colonialism

and unfortunately, most organized religions have. for the most part legitimized
this deception. Bishop warned us that the super-power struggle is basically

an economio one, not areligious conflict as is portrayed to keep us divided
among ourselves, whole nations and whole peoples! Bishop challenged us to

understand that we cannot re-form these systems which are basically evil.

The afternoon we spent learning about TNC's, their hold on the world
economy, and their ways of gaining control in resource-rich nations of the -
south. We learned that fof most of the emerging nations that the only
choice open to them is to go along with the 'INC's and the northern vorld's
economic system or be doomed to poverty and hunger. This is of course, no
choice at all. The basic choice is an option for a vay of life and

appropriate alternatives to support that option.

October 8 The representatives divided into théir reSpeétive Asian Areas:s
South Asia, South East Asia, East Asia, and Oceania. ‘'There the national
reports were presented with special emphasis on THC's and militarization
in their respective areas. 1In the afternoon these reports were synthisized

into one report which was presented to the whole group.on the 10th,

October 9 This was a day dedicated to an exposure for the whole group.

Father Desmond facilitated the preparation, followed by videos of the TNG's



cruel interventions in India. The Bophal incident is the most famous and
it was shocking to us to learn that until today the people are still suf-
fering the consequences of this accident and that justice has not been yet
been done., The second video was about small boys sold into labor to make
the beautiful Kasimir rugs so famous in the world, for a British company.
The rationalization of the company representative revealed the corrupt and

cynical philosophy of economics opperating in our world today.

In the aftgrnooﬁ, Swami Agnivesh explained the bonded labor system
which even today keéps~around 5 million persons in virtual slave;y in India,
and this is in spite of the Indian'Constitution and an Abolition act of -1976.
After showing us a video we went to meet and experience the very people we
saw in the film, There working in 2 rock quary we met men, women and
children breaking rocks to be used for gravel. Some of these people have
been in bondage for three generations, and still it is impossible for them
to become free from their debts. We discovered that any improvement on.
the conditions of these dignified and brave persons was due to the efférts
and activities of the Swami and the jpeople themselves, The Swami gave us
an eiample of the role religion and religious persons must pléy in rénew-

ing society according to God's dream,

October 10 The area reports were presented to the total group in the

morning and were synthésized by Bishop Labayan who summarized the cry of
the poor as the voiceless, powerless peoples of the world and named &8 the
anti-christ the actors in the world today, namely TNC's, governments, mili-
tary supporting inhuman economic systems., Bishop called for honest soul-
searching on the part of religious and religions on the part they (we) have
played in these systems through our institutions and our silence. He chal-
lenged all remember our hefitage es an exgmple to explore options open to

us in our present historical situation.

Father Tissa Balasuriya, OMI, spent the afternoon with the group deep-

ening their understanding of the situations deéscribed . the Area Reports

October 11 Father Tissa continued his presentation.. Father summerized
his dynamic analysis with the need for the transformation of the Church
and of Religious who are both multi-national end multi-community in the
good sense, To do this requires first a re-thinking of our values, and
the needs of the people, and also a re-orientation from personal salvation
to commiting ourselves to service with the people against original and

organized sin in the world from which they are suffering. This pointed
out the need for a new spirituality and to capture the inspiration of



of our founders as applicable to the present.

The afternoon started with a brainstorming to name the important
points and inspirations the group discovered during the past doys.
Father Samuel Rayan, S.J. led us back to Faith roots in Moses and in
Christ, and to what it really menns to believej to believe is to face and
to resist powers that oppose God, and to destroy human life, dignity and
rights is to abolish God, Father Sammy opened to us the doors to a deep

and nourishing spirituality and we could hear the words of Ghrist,
"Fear not "

“Oéfobéf'12:' The Area Groups met to work out plans based on fhe'rebdfts
and needs of the areas, Following this the Congregations also met to do
the same. Another task was to design the future of FORUM, whot it should
be ahd how it will act in the future. ’

October 13  This was only a half a day dedicated to the presentation of
the reports of yesterday's Area and Congregational plans., The final item
of’busiheas was the groups decisions about FORUM III,

After the businesé was completed and the final words were given we shared

our last meal together. Some prepared to leave immediately while others
were able to experience Indian culture and beauty before returning to
their countries refreshed and renewed by their inter-community experience
:at FORUM II,



BRREERTRUAICHATI IR —R7I7ARELE
rEVEwaszazh—vayveighhrdEfnrHXLT)

SBREHTI2AH~13HZTHAM MNELE. ROBRMIEHMAFELE
BREISGHINDATWEDT., REAPULRLEIIIIT->T. ZEH¥yo—
Fo MBARETAIRELEEIF—TCHYES>EBBOALELICEST LD
LicLEULE,

BICHRBT 380, oI F—KBMLTVWEXY» O —F v
AFEDAI AL FREFVWTZOAELOHEBEETRE DT LE. BAhH
BRAARAI AMEICERERLONEI> EEDICEISERED S INNICH
HERHODZLiChoTLEWVWELE,

BAKBENTTCRART Y H YUY ERF VD TOY hOAIKKIETZE
FRICBELTCHEERFALTWAZ L2 EATHLVWELE. BEICHEA
. ZROBEBESEZOHEI DMV FEAUNRSERREBIREE- T
Wihozizd, BibbhE Uk, i UTR. #BRKRATHIA->TEML
WEBSEDTTAN. ASREOHITHTRENHIOTEMAMULL T
WHRDELHWLELE, LZAH, BEELELBEWULTHDI LBORTH
KIREDROYMEHFATIREEAVWELRVWABESELWSIZ L AD,
VELE,

BANINERRZ LS RYETH, RIBLIAHSERAT>THELE,
FlIDL ZABTH>THEDTTN., FEBDOAhTUIVWELE. FOBRIK
NP EEER > TVHDICENZILE. BBOFEHFECLE. 22 TRIIRH
KOFETHRBERZVILE, TALBRFIHIFLWEFEULE, KEXRED
BMOKESPFREDBDLEUVLSUBHBRILELE. ZOBOBEHAEDD
HLIELNWTRIZLTULEY. £k, ABOEFEOA: W i=EEELE
AZhMBERICBRICEZDILTLEY. ROHIL. #BOMDL 25 T4-
ERENHPOTNR—FCHRELTTFEnEWE. #ik. 2OBAAORS
(BEAZA. BBAZA. BBABA)BBBELTVWELE. BXZEOAED
LDRBERUDBEAILBESESBLVWODTT., LW HEKALWHES
EOTLEY. BONDRRIZEDEFHRORW., BEOHKHERPUNE YD
ARELVSEHBMBEEBEUAOHICEBR B Rvw e HETHivELE. —
ADBEARUBCLE. Bich->T, BABEEZAEDI—DOBBADH
VELE. HIZALRATVWEDI—~ADBREBAOTIYIT 2 LTHIT SH R
WEBINLBEL=DOTT. BR¥YO—-F 9 PAFOAERRBRICET MY E
LA, BEBHFIE VIP QBRI RThERFICHELFTLREVOTT .,
TITHRRBBOSHTY v u—F v FRZEOBEREEBEETEMREY 24—



BIRILEIFPENSBZLEETELE. ZUTZOREXARBEBHFOE
REYBUARBEHTCHEACRRLET. LSoTLhTnET,

BFHETR. BEBA TV FEOFEBICHBELELE, ZLT. Ehln
DB, BREALETH. FrAHRLAVHRIEZLICAELL LB LY
sTWwWELE,

BFETHRAMOSLVWEREULELE. 2MBIKG04 2. 2055,
HEISOEMELB0HTLE, BABAY Va—VESEDT, K. b
S>KYEBRTITEEVWLBEVWET, 00RBORBO D LTHMRTCR I -
DIk, HBWRLLAETTCLE,

BIT, TEHHAT. EHECHEBELPHMOHRENEMHLBEDR
WHEERLELE. RREATHIBNZAORVICERELE Ui, i,
AR IHRT—HIHEELTVWAREDST. SHEROARBE A CTHK
M L2&), BEhTVET, ARAASTVER-TZORABEYET A
KRS E Uz NIK HAHEOEDHEEBEES OB N HEMRT 2L 245 L
TWEDTY ., KhiBOM. Ak ZORMEFZIRDT7Z AU HOBHEHM
WOZDMOMYBARBT 20V T, 2ORMEEBEIBICAVTRAEL
o, Tk, A0 aIazhr—vavokYXEBRIALTHET.

SBCBRBLTED) -3 X)) AHYVELE. SROEHIZIERDH
SEFPEWNETO T 0TS ALBEDATVWELEN., —EEF 7Y 70
REAEDOLLTHIMARY ARSI —, ELTHFZXAADEDICERSNHE
Eh, BEFICHLTYAR U IS AN BHIATVWIOH»FELADAEL
e ZOBRREGKBBLEORI—ARS Y7, RUSVUA. A VK, YUH
R—iv, B, 2V—v 7. HEATUE. BEMT I VEELTRIRN S
Ehaz L RERIIFTUE.

EY3IL. ThHABORITOHSELTT. BFE2HSIC LT TE 2
DILEALRILATabhTwWahrnd, HEARRIhEDTT.,

RRSBMICHRTE L 2ERIKBULBoTvET. ZhiclELT
HEEBEDEAIVWBFICTIZ LY FRULTWAIALXICHEE>ELWHIR
BICMAT. RRASFED HH-BEDORAY A, 2o LRRAOMHLS
DRERBINLRZ2DOTHIL WD, BEEBEz L I ICHMELET,

Bk
I¥v Ve Fa4—Y
61-12-20



Vo——— e e o o e e n

FORUM & D D T8 & THM
(Forum Of ReligiOus for Understanding their Mission for Justice & Peace)
EFRETFOFEGEITORDOEL - i5828Y
B {TabhE L2Q) EPS 2 GFORUN(C86.10.11~13 fA: BN &) 7V 7 - KFifibigss 2 @
FORUN(’86.10.7~13 JA: 4 ¥ KT Y =) D8 & (3) [EAF5 3 [GIFORUN( 86.2, 250 5 IBF T H— L
SN & @) W7 o 7 EFORIMD— BT L L TD FEfE Fho=H0EE ) O - HH5£(87.8.
23~29 :BINB LUHESEIBEDOTRMERLET,

(1) E*155 2 [EFORUM

lODEH - 582&D 1 62 ML . BRENEOELRI R L KICH2EDORED T2 X
L%,

DEFROESERBLEAHALD KOBBEZITELE,

MERUMSMHES 2 & A, EROMHH 3 2 TER(LT S0, 53 38R0
FHROBPAL LTEFTIERL . BEADEZLFRRALONNE - HEHL LT, &%
FiGEIRE I, TOLSITE2EOSRSSMU T, EFRL IO HA
TTE3Z LIZFEILENTT )

DS EIDEFZRLFMEESENE ICESUNFHET ORI L WD HMAEZDOT., &BRLD
5T ORISR | HICESOERRAy b - FiIEHLTHNT ST
&, XHIT8INICECT T, AISBIoRAHEHERL LN THI L EERLE
e '

NP1 EATOREWHE (Z2D NEFKLFhy HEEIL. 5L LETHOHBLERR
GE2EDICHIEL . SEOMSENIOMEEBRBITT AT YEIERELES .

QD77 « KEiEHbES 2 @FORUM

EyRapi (XY 7 —=NE) BKELTENT BFETLRY, BEHiflcHTUcRo LD, (86,
WALLEHRT. BE7 A ATEN. F%h, €Y RaMORERFEO~DIN2LSLLI ST,
y—v(}U/—w%)ﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁ?é:tt&@ibﬁcﬂﬁ‘Sr.y—V#G%wﬁ%%hﬁ
EnEOT. ThEBRUTRALET,

1)FORUMOAE L EH

B

FIOF. TIVA, FFUT7AYAREHCHZMREETIEFEL WEICKHIEAL

KBS ESEEL L BB E T 516, 1968/ TS I EII/NF A VIZHEIFIE



uavm EARZIRIT D LRSI HERTTd 5501z L =,
wmﬁ#SﬁELi%iT~Aﬁﬂ&@&ﬁﬁho%ﬁﬂmbfhéo%@%@K&

D LRBGE—FE0TER . ZLITRR XL B OT ARV EBIRI L D T R —6Eh )

BIERSAMD2 /3 0BEE . X 6RO EA - BRIEOS b RIR L 2
2TW3,

CO NeibRIH ) ORIRZHIL T, fAitmgoAHSITAHE L WERRD =D
CEDBRMALZILD. FDTWS, 1980ERICAD . 2ELVXLVOEFEHICHIIT6H,
EPRTHEERIBBEEINZ LS IR0, FEK - 1SEAITHAGHORTIC TiE

LEM) MBI RBESIch ok, BEOBLIRIBIFORKEROA 2 HHEEL T
WAIE. . JEANHLOBRRAERTER W, BAWThOENK - 52, #F
DRELERIEDAY A4 ZOFFICREL. HEMICKHRAESL LTS,

BERIZRWTIZ, #RY v JEEREHICHREISEPLHEY - (SESA5IMEL. 1K
BREH. N EEE2LSLT. TOFHICIDHMA TS, 1985EIIZBFEH - 5t
&7 T 7 WIEFORUNGRILICS ML 72,

PIBE:
B - BELHPBESOIRL REORSANBOEHL LT, ERLFHOEGLERL.
BIFTSoLABEL. BT 32 LHFORUMDBMIT Y, FTICEDEMEREZLTH
31841, SSYHAEISHBEIRD &V, BiTaw. ERLFROEDOEELED
HRE%BIT HZ L HFIRMMOBERTT , THIXHE2EBOMETIIZS . ITIC
CORBTHIHATWEIN—TREAEIXHHDTY,
DT I 7 - KFifihIskas 2 [FORUN
FTF o  AEIEL 2IENS2 LOEH - 1588 (KF12, BF9) D46 ZHi%
. RENEVOMM L XHLIECELE, 20O 2ERAE L TR, SEOT—
rEEEAE LTS HEEROEDBLAVOAZICL > TKEREBERETHO
THN. BELEFETISMEICL > TR, B ZHEE LTETFEDONENSGT
H5De
KUTF. WAT~BHOABICOWTUL, HEOEREISRIEZI W,
BLRMENIROEED
Fr. Desmond de Sousa (OHD)
Bp. Labayen (74UEYDS 277 Y ¥HE)
Fr. Tissa Balasuriya (RAYZ72/A0MI)
Fr.Samuel Rayan(fvF S.J.)



0]\ | RINEOIRIVIAYHIEN

JAPAN

Provincial Newsletter of the OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE

Vice Province of Japan

May 1987
Dear Fellow Oblates,

A few days ago you received my letter and the material you
will need to participate in step 3 of the Province
Discerment Process. I am sure that when you read this
you realized how much of your time the team discernment is
going to require. I feel that if we are going to be
Missionaries in Today’s World here in Japan this is a
sacrifice we are all going to have to make. I believe
that this is what Father General and the Congregation are
calling us to do. In his first letter to the Oblates
~™ Father General addressed this call to us.

“The celebration of the Chapter is happily concluded; now
we need to proceed to its implementation. This ought to
include two things. First of all each part of the
Congregation needs to relive the Chapter’s own experience:
a community experience of fraternity and prayer, of
listening to one’s brother in order to perceive God’s
call, of community discerning, searching and deciding
objectives in terms of missionaries in today’s world. 1k
am convinced that provincial gatherings and meetings of
committees, groups and communities will benefit from such a
positive experience.”

In our monthly district meetings we have begun to do this.
The sharing and discussion which we have begun in each
district using Fr. Des O0’Donnell’s REFLECTION PROCESS ON
THE CHAPTER DOCUMENT is certainly part of what Fr. Zago is
speaking to us about. I am happy that this is being done
in our district meetings. I also feel it is very important
that the Districts make a real effort to have this meeting
each month and for each one to make it his duty to be
present. Every single Oblates contribution to the sharing
and discussion is important. If one is not present the
community loses.

“Then we need to implement the Chapter’s orientation which
articulates our missionary vision, determines general
policy for the Congregat ion. (C106). Making t hese
orientations more concrete and translating them into life
is a matter of concern not only for provincial gatherings
and councils; it involves each community and every Oblate.

Every single Oblate needs to face up to these directives.
The Congregations future depends on each single Oblate, on



each community, on each delegation and province. At every
level we need to make real what the Constitutions say
about formation, namely, that “it enables us to accept
ourselves as we are and develop into the person we are
called to be”that it “calls us to an ever renewed
conversion to the Gospel and a readiness to learn and to
change in response to new demands” ( 47).”

I feel the Discernment Process that we are in is most
certainly a response to Fr.Zago’s call for our ongoing
formation. In this regard I think the section from
GENERAL NORMS FOR ONGOING FORMATION concerning the Nature

of Ongoing Formation is most meaningful for us at this
time.

“Ongoing formation is a process of integral growth and
renewal through which we become more and more capable of
living our religious and apostolic life in the concrete
circumstances of our daily existence. This implies
openness of spirit and constant conversion to the Gospel
and assures our response to the needs of evangelization.

Ongoing formation is a continuous process. As the Oblate
continues to grow and live out his vocation, he inevitably
becomes aware of his own Ilimitations. While these
limitations may finally lead to the abandonment of some
forms of ministry, they also call the Oblate to enter into
new stages of development or to new forms of ministry.

Ongoing formation is a daily process. It is not simply a
matter of going, from time to time, on a sabbatical, or of
following courses or taking part in some special session;
it is rather a matter of daily effort. Through daily self-
examination, prayer and meditation, through one’s daily
effort at self-renewal according to the Gospel, through
one’s sacramental 1life, though regular study carried on
with perseverance, the Oblate takes in hand his own
ongoing formation.

The ongoing formation of individual QOblates goes hand in
‘hand_ with the renewal of the Congregation and of the

Province in which they live and minister. In this way,
harmony 1is established between the renewal of the

individual member and of the group of which he is a part.
(The underling is mine.)

The fruit of ongoing formation is achieved intergration.
If someone has been trully liberated and renewed in his
vocation, he ought to be able to 1live community
better, fulfil  himself in it and contribute to the
fulfilment of others.”

This is a long quote but I do feel that if each one of us
thinks of the Discernment Process we are in as part of his



personal ongoing formation it will help him to make the
necessary sacrifices to participate fully. I feel that if
we are aware of the effect that our personal renewal can
have on the Oblate Mission in Japan we will willingly and
most urgently want to pursue the process in preparation
for our Province Discerment Congress in 1988.

May the Holy Spirit give you, His Comfort, His
Strength, and His Light. May the Holy Year of Our Mother

M?ry Immaculate be a time of grace and growth for each one
of us.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0. M. I.
Provincial, Japan

NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS

NAKAMURA TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF CHRIST THE REDEEMER CHURCH

Hata-gun including the three small cities of Nakamura,
Sukumo and Tosa-Shimizu is 1located at the Southeast

end of Kochi Prefecture. It has a population of 112,00
people. For many years the Oblates had been serving the
Hata area on a monthly basis. In April of 1970 Nakamura
was established as a permanent mission with Fr. William
Maher as its first pastor.

In 1970, Bill rented an old small Japanese house. The
furnishings were donated by various churches, the Oblates
and the Catholics in the area:

Bill writes,"We asked Bishop Tanaka to write in hisown hand
a scroll for the Church's 'tokonoma'(Alcove -place of honor).
When he asked, 'what should I write', I asked him to write,
'yorokobi to kiboo' (Joy and Hope), the first words of Vati-
can II's Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern
World. This was to be our community's charter, our spirit
for the mission in Hata-gun....The underlying principle of
my ministry has been and still is to proclaim the Gospel
message to the world."

"Om June 21st. 1987 the Mission of Nakamura will celebrate
the 10th. anniversary of the building of the present chapel-
living quarters combination. We are not sending out formal
invitations but if any Oblate would like to celebrate to-
gether with us, the welcome mat is out and you're welcome

to stay as long as you like. If you can't make it in persolN
we ask you to please keep our small community in your prayers
in a special way on that day.



SCHEDULE
10:30 Mass - Bishop Fukahori
12:00 Lunch
12:45 Reminisces & Witness
1:45 Refreshments
2:30 Closing Remarks

Please let me know if you are coming and why not spend
a few days with us?"

TAKAJOO-MACHI FR. TOM MAHER GUEST SPEAKER

On May 16 and 17, Fr. Leo Simons arranged a meeting for the
volunteers of 'KOKORO NO DIAL". There were 30 volunteers

in attendance. Fr. Maher gave three 2-hour sessions. The
theme was "Maturing and Communications by getting in con-
tact with your own feelings".

PRO-LIFE INFORMATION CENTER

Fr. Jerry Novotny has gathered the most recent materials on
the PRO-LIFE MOVEMENT. He will provide video tapes, slides,
books and other materials for the asking.

Jerry will lend this material to you for up to four weeks.
If -you prefer to have this material in your own library,
Jerry will be happy to order it for you and have it sent to
your address.

This material is excellent to use with any age group, Church
organizations, youth groups, English class etc.

BIRTHDAYS ORDINATIONS
April April

17 Gerard Stevens
17 John Deely
22 Wency Laguidao

May

29 Tom Maher

June

2 Bro. Hayashi

1 Bro. Kawaguchi
4 Jerry Novotny
11 John Iwo

26 Bill Maher

29 Fran Hahn

May

30 John K Mahoney
30 Tom Maher

30 Bert Silver

31 Ange Siani

June

2 Dick Harr
7 Ed Williams
14 John Iwo
14 Len Inui

24 Mike Yamazaki(25 years)



NEW ADDRESS:

As of October 20, 1987, Fr. Jan Van Hoydonck's new address
will be: ' '
Kobe Mariner's Center
Port P.O0. Box 709 °
" 185-3 Motomachi-doori, 3 Chome
Chuo-Ku, 650 KOBE

ILLNESS:

Please continue your prayers for Ray Bourgoin's mother and
John Deely's sister. Both Ray's mother and John's sister
are in serious condition.

THE LUCKY SEVEN

On March 14, Bros. Hayashi, Kawaguchi and Kumashiro, who
were visiting in the Philippines, were due to leave for
Jolo. THerplane however did not arrive and lucky for Bro.
Hayashi. That night, he had a sudden attack of appendicitis!
He was rushed to the hospital. When the doctor saw that it
was not Brother's appendix that was the problem, he made
another incision and discovered the problem was a stomache
ulcer. The resulting scar appeared to be the number "7" and
Bro. Hayashi calls-it his lucky seven. However, it appears
that the wound is not healing properly and the operation may
have to be done over. What next? A figure "8"? Thank you
for your prayers while Brother was hospitalized.

TOKYO

Ray Bourgoin is working on a translation into Japanese of
MISSIONARIES IN TODAY'S WORLD (General Chapter 1986) and
Blessed Eugene de Mazenod SELECTED TEXTS related to the

O0.M.I. Constitutions and Rules. Much of this work has been
completed. Many thanks to Ray for doing this important work.
This material has been a great help to the Scholasticate and
Novitiate communities.

KAMAKURA - RETREAT

Fr. Parmananda, S.J. from India will direct the retreat. Since
he is an expert in spirituality and has experience in many
apstolic fields, Fr. Ikenaga, S.J. Provincial of the Japanese
Province thought that non-Jesuits also may be interested in
making a retreat with Fr. Parmananda. The retreat is planned
as follows:

Director: Parmananda Divarkar, S.J.
Date: September 20, evening - September 26, morning.
Place: Jesuit Retreat House of Kamakura.
(Kamakura-shi, Juniso, 80, tel 0467-25-1616)
Language: English. Father will give 2 or 3 talks a day and
make himself available for persoanl direction.
Fee: 28,000 yen (everything included)

APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE MADE DIRECTLY TO THE RETREAT HOUSE IN
KAMAKURA



Z U o ERIT T D EER
R 18

7N SH2BHOHF#3WMICREAYHERBLT. FHROE (74U 9 VM) I,
»7JUyEyu§%$bt.&%i?t@*&?#UyEyoﬁﬁ&ﬁw.?UE%?
Nménfnibku(ﬁuz#ﬁ%@%#)%bt.&%@ﬁﬁ%%<.7w:xﬁ®
a—?a—#ﬁ&&ht&fbﬁu.&*$§%§U&bta

74UyEy®§%K§<t.Exmﬁéme.7JUyEy®E#ﬁornibt.
#- EREVWBIARELLBLELE, ﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁtﬁbﬂiibbv. TR K#IESL
a%&ﬁbvbk,ﬁﬁmf—b&ﬂ%ﬁa.%:umx¥®A&ﬁmﬂknx<wsb
tuB*Evm%wmbémzﬁwmur%tof.m¥u16mﬁﬁmot.n%nf
&%mewﬂkmA&ﬁbr.ﬁ%&ﬂcwa:aﬁmﬁﬁokrfﬁj.ﬂknu,
&ywa$$&Aﬁ—ﬁuxt<n§btoﬁ#ﬁ<$fﬁ.#ﬁamnﬁﬁmak#
K%b(ﬁb?wtiifbto%@ﬁﬁ~W$§AOZKM$U~ﬂﬁﬁﬂ@@iﬁ@
twu.Ju—xﬂ—amﬁénﬁ%.Mmfmﬁﬂﬁwiﬁﬁgﬁbibto§é®¢
TREDALFIYICEHY., —Ric7 - SHI ¥ MTbhFd. AL, —HHEE
U@&ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ&&fﬁ%i?.Wﬁ&ﬁbtunm.ﬂ%@kmu.k%ﬁwubr
WEEEELE., ROH . HMEL B2 A MCEW, FExsMbae<d, BTz~
Nbuﬁ%ibtoﬂMMwma,ﬁ%mﬁmoﬁuvuibtof,%b<ﬁaibt
b,wwfoéﬁﬁﬁﬁ%fézbtonaﬂbwméénvxuﬁ.W$E.@§%‘
Em%.ﬁ&@&ﬁ@A4%4oﬁcsnw#@$ﬁfbt.ﬁaﬁ.ﬁmmb<.Am
%&i%xbva—W?,mnrnﬁi,Et.%ﬁt%uﬁuorwiﬁﬁ,%éﬁﬁ
9r§§bt.%btnab;uzoﬂmmmﬁﬁviﬁﬂﬁnibk,

itﬁ%&iﬁmmu%.naw&&%ﬁ#iinibk,%w—onﬂzw%mvt.
:nﬁ,mﬁmo&xgwmﬁu—#wkg#fbt,Btuﬁ%ﬁ&%&<r$§um
VELE. BEOENZIHLIATOEDT. I1 Yy Py COZORRIEER X 45
n&%w%&u&uto&t‘mw%&t%aoﬁ%%&u.%bn:a%,ﬁbn:a
b, HorwpSFEic, 15AFBETCLENELE, COEREBBLUT, BUEZ LN
AW@M%uawrf&Uiio%®E$A®§<u.?ﬁ.kAumaf.na%.ﬂ
mA#BMW&Himbr.ﬁﬁ:kﬁmU&ﬁorw$?,%h%ﬁﬁb%(.Au#
k%&ﬁ%ht#@&iffo74UyEy?ﬁ,W®A#ﬁﬂ§®§:%§n,EK&
Etbgﬁbﬁbt,L#L.QLHNWEEEBﬁ.ﬁbh¢#6ﬂ®AE,M#§$
i&itbrhibt°:®§éﬂf‘Eﬁ®®®ﬂé&366:kﬁf%$btoAm
w.%E%Kﬁbw&ﬁﬁ.bﬁﬁ#f&ﬂ.%ﬁ%nﬂ#t&h&&&&&.&ﬁﬁb
<BRBDTEHBRVWAILENELE, HAUWHEBHUERICS, BULVWALDS, 1nog
Mm&ﬁﬁ:a&ﬁﬁbrmtmrwmwma.Eﬁ#*%u‘%fmb<&vibt,
740y€&?®%®&ﬁ?%6£ﬁ‘Aénﬁiéxiuiﬁb.%Oﬁ%\%aﬁz
e&u.aia:a&tnﬁau.:nwen&%rwgknaﬁnﬁf.

by,



Puco

V»“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for justice.” (Mt. 5:6)

Guest Workers in Japan

Thank you for your article on the wors-
ening problem concerning migrant work-
ers in Japan who come mostly from. South-
east Asia (as1A, Jan. 19). NEwswERK used
the term Japayuki-sen rather vagu:ly and
should have informed its readers that the
word goes back to the time wher. young

. Japanese girls from very poor -families
were sold as prostitutes to rich Japanese or
brought to China to suffer the same fate.
These girls were called Karayuki-sc.n (Chi-
na or fereign bound). Today, with South-
east Asian girlsbeingbrought toJapanina
modern-day slave trade, the ter:m Ja-
payuki-san was coined. However, ii a re-
cent development, the same term is also
bemg applied to Southeast Asian m :n who
-atrrive illegally in the country *to find
" employment.

W. Lacuipao

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate

Fukuoka-shi Japan

The money required
to provide adequate
food,water,education,
hon.lula.mlho\ming

for everyone in the world
has been estimated

at $17 billion a year.

It is a huge sum of money

...ahout as

NEWSWEEK/Feb. 23, 1987 from New Internationalist magazine, 1980

[today's estimate is closer to $30 billion, but the
conclusion remains the same.]

-
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Japayuki-san, one of Asia's most exploited groups

FUKUOKA, Jspan -- Oblate of Mary
Immaculate Father Wenceslao Lagui-
dao, 37, has been in Japan for 11
years and is now serving as chaplain
to Filipino migrant workers there.

According to Father Laguidao, the
term Japayuki-san (Japan-bound) was
recently coined by a Japanese writer
to refer to women, most from South--
east Asia,.going to Japan to work as’
bargirls, hostesses and strippers. .

He recently wrote a report on,the’
Japayuki-san. Excerpts fol low:

LEGAL VS. ILLEGAL WORKERS

Legal workers have a valid visa:
and contract (usually qood for two.
months, " renewable ‘twice& They usu-
ally hold an entertainer's card is-'
sued by the Philippine Ministry of
Labor. Card-holders who sctually do
not possess any talent-wilifully re-
sort to or are coerced into works
other than singing or daricing.

Other workers are ‘recruited ille-
gally and brought to Japan on a 15-,
day tourist visa., They dre the most
vulnerable to'exploitation, and the
largest number of prostitutes, will-
ful or forced, come from this“group.

Some 50,000 of 'an estimated 60,000
Japayuki-san are illegal workers,

0f 6,905 such workers deported in
1985,  63.8: percent ' were: Filipinos:: 1
. Thére “18 "ho law ‘against Japanese
employing foreign workers il legally,
The Immigration (Office) cracks down:
on illegal workers, but enforcement
is lax. Well organized syndicates
selling fake passports or altering
genuine ones operate around Manila.

GOLD MINE FOR ASIANS™

Japan has become & gold mine for
poor Asians who clanor to share its
economic benefits. But, according to*
Newsweek (Jan. 19), most Japanese
view the foreigners in their midst
as troublesome, unruly and a threat
to their cherished homogeneity.

In a 8mall town in Nagano Prefec-
ture, local citizens protested Japa-
yuki-san using the publie swimming
pool for fear that they might be
carrvira infectious diseases.

In general, the attitude of Japa-
nese Catholics toward Filipinos does
not differ from that of a club owner
who told his Filipina entertainers,
"Prostitution is about the only work:
you can do, so why complain?"

A DOOR FOR JAPAYUKI-SAN

Japan's employment doors have al-
ways been closed to would-be migrant
workers, but are left ajar “for for-
eign women who, due to poverty, may
work under inhuman, vulnerable cir-
cumstances.. Japanese talent produc-
tions, with front offices in Manila,
recruit Filipinos, promising pros-
perity to the unsuspecting girls.

SPECIAL REPORT BY A FILIPINO MISSIONER

Fatber Wenggs!'ao Lanuldao

" WORKING CONDITIONS
Japayuki-san start working the day
they arrive in Japan and work seven
days a week. Contracts describe the
job as singer or dancer, but most
actually work as hostesses.
Hostesses must sit beside custom-
ers and strike up a conversation.
They may be asked to go with'a cus-
tomer for fleeting moments at a love
hotel or stay overnight somewhere.

"‘Regdrding' Sapayukj«santforced to’
hostesses, an owner of a big'

work ‘as’

nightclub said, "This is an accepted
practice all over Japan..Even the
Immigration tolerates the practice."

FINANCIAL REALITY

Regulations in the Philippines do
not protect the rights of entertain-
ers who enter a contract.

Most are not fully aware of what
they are going into, and recruiters
take advantage of their ignorance.

Filipino recruiters reserve the
right to deduct any sum from their
initial salary as a processing fee
or commission, and Japanese employ-
ers withhold pay until workers .are
about to board their plane for home.

The workers get a daily food al-
lewance of 500-7C0 yen, but no place
in Japsn offers a half decent meal
for only 250 or even 350 yen.

Some survive on tips.from generous

customers, but most owners require
the tips to' be turned in.

GOODBYE, JAPAN!

Women who have surrendered as il-
legal workers or escaped from forced
prostitution are asked to describe
their plight when they come to us.

Again and again, one human element
comes upt "I did it for my family.)"

Another irony is that, despite
cries of goodbye and nevermore, some
are back in Japan within months or
weeks with new fake passports to try
their luck again.

ATTITUDES TOWARD JAPAYUKI-SAN

The term Japayuki-san is synony-
mous with prostitution. There are
both civic and Church-related sup-
port groups in Japan for Japayuki-
san, but in general the feeling

toward them is strongly negative.

Will society forgive them because
they engage in prostitution to help
their families? Society's attitude
is like that of the pharisees --
self-righteous and hypocritical.

0f 30,000-40,000 she earns every .
day, a Japayuki-san keeps 10,000 yen
-- gbout what she might earn in the
Philippines in a month. For the un-
employed, the temptation to forsake
cherished moral principles for a
noble end, to help family, is great.

CHURCH RESPONSE

The Commission for- International
Cooperation (CIC) of the Catholic
Bishops' Conference of Japan has
issued a pamphlet (in both Enc™™h
and Japanese), called: "Primer 7 d-
book: The Problem of Asian W..aen
Workers in Japan It is the commis-
sion's first step in an effort to
confront. the problem. :

Once in Japan, .many Japayuki-san
look for a parish church. While some
perishes have begun English Masses,
others’ are-:reluctant for :fear4t- may
beé divisive to the parish community,

Some Protestant and Catholic
churches offer shelter to those who
have fled from abusive employers.
Legal and medical assistance is adso
offered by some churches.

The CIC has asked Filipino priests
and Religious working here to help
deal with the growing problem.'

A Filipina Franciscan sister works
fulltime with Japayuki-san in Tokyo.

A Filipina Assumption sister makes
herself available in the Osaka area,
I take care of southwestern Japan
and other Filipino priests and Reli-
gious help as they can. =

CORRECTING THE SITUATION

As long as the Philippines is eco-
nomically unstable,. there is no way
to stem the tide of Jspayuli-san who
want to gather scraps  falling from
the table of Asia's richest nstion.

We hope .to bring this problem to
the awareness of the Japanese and
Philippine governments ‘and to con-
vince the bishops' conferences of
both nations that the problem is
urgent. The Japayuki-san is one of
Asia's most exploited ?roup's today.

To correct the poverty-based prob-
lems of Filipino migrant workers in
Japan, the exploitative structures
perpetrated by the rich and powerful
must be opposed. We can do this only
when we have a genuine understanding
of what it means to be Japayuki-san,
and their hopes, joys and sorrows.

m



SUFFERING GOES WITH MIGRATION

The first Sunday of Lent in the Philippines is known as
Migrants’ Day. I happened to be in Manila on that day and I
concelebrated in the Migrants® Mass presided by Bishop
Gabriel Reyes who heads the Episcopal Commission on Migration
and Tourism. In his homily, Bishop Reyes reminded the
returning migrants and families of migrants left behind of
the message of the two popes (Paul VI and John Paul II) when

they visited the Philippines in the past. Both of them
exhorted the Filipinos to be missionaries in Asia and to the
‘whole world. Bishop Reyes said that quite ironically, the

close to four million Filipinos spread all over the world are
not only fulfilling their roles as bread winners of their
families but also spreading the faith in countries where
Christianity has very little influence like the Middle East.
In search for the mythical greener pasture, the Filipino
migrant worker can also be considered as a missionary.

Where there is migration, - there is bound to be
suffering, too, the Bishop added. A father who is a migrant
worker leaves behind a wife who in his absence has to take
the roles of a mother and a father; he also leaves behind
children who in his absence are deprived of a fatherly care.
Exploitation is also a common fate of many migrant workers.

Bulletin Today a Manila daily with the ' largest
circulation published my article The Problems Concerning the
Filipino Migrant Workers in four parts. The article seemed
to have ignited a series of newspaper headlines focusing on
our work of rescuing Filipina girls in Japan. This happened
about the time when Wakaoji, the Japanese businessman who was
kidnapped in Manila was released from captivity. The papers
in Manila tried to highlight the big uproar made by the
Japanese government over the kidnapping of one Japanese
national while it closes its eyes on the plight of the
thousands of Filipino workers in Japan. The reports
imprudently added that & commission headed by Fr. Wency
Laguidao has uncovered gangster syndicates trafficking
Filipina girls in the Osaka area!! We got frantic calls from
Manila over these reports but luckily I haven’t gotten any
threat yet and no bullet has come flying though my window!

In the short time that I have spent doing this work, I
have been able to meet different groups devoted to opposing
structures of exploitation and discrimination. I have gone
to several government agencies to ask their help and even
crossed swords with some of their men. Early this month, I
had to go to Nagoya to look after the cases of six girls
being housed temporarily by the Missionaries of Mercy (Mother
Teresa’s group). Some of the girls are unwed mothers who
have given their children for .adoption and are just waiting
to go home. I went particulary to see one girl whose case I
want to share with you now.

Mila (not her real name) was 16 years old when she was
brought to Japan by an illegal recruiter last year. Father,
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I have been praying to Jesus to allow me to go home and be
with my family again, she said with a childish expression.
The half-dazed expression in her face gave me the impression
that she is in drugs but the sisters who take care of her
said that she has already improved a lot since the time that

her case was referred to them in mid-February. Mila
attempted to commit suicide by jumping out of window of her
second floor apartment. She was suffering from nervous

breakdown when she tried to take her life. A passerby found
her sprawled on the cement pavement of a busy pedestrian
lane. The heel bone of her right leg was shattered to fine
pieces, right ankle bone broken and three upper front teeth
fell off as a result of the fall.

What drove Mila to near insanity leading to an attempted
suicide? The story is pathetic, one of the countless cases
of gross exploitation suffered by so many Filipino migrant

workers from the hands of their employers. Even now, she
hasn’t fully recovered from the state of mental shock and
perhaps will never be back to normal again. From the bits

and pieces of information she is able to give, the sisters
taking care of her were able to put together the following
story.

She came to Japan on a tourist visa a year ago. She was
promised a job as a waitress with a monthly pay of 5, 000 yen!
She seemed to had agreed not knowing anything about the

Japanese currency and standard of living. She actually
worked at a Bento shop (lunch-box shop) in Ogaki City, Gifu
Prefecture. She said she woke up early in the morning

everyday of the week and start working at 8:30 in the morning
until 11:00 at night. That is a good 14 and a half hours of

work everyday. I became very good at making o-bento, she said
with a half smile, but I also had to do the cleaning of the
shop after closing time and they did not give me enough food
to eat, she added while her facial expression changed to that
of disappointment.

Mila did not have to say more for me to draw my own
conclusion. She was forced to work as a slave and her young
mind was not able to bear the physical and mental burden.
This could only be the reason why she ended up a nervous
wreck. There were other questions I wanted to press on her
but out of propriety I just decided to 1listen to her
incoherent talk. When she becomes more lucid to be able to
remember the ordeal she went through, I wonder what other
stories will she tell us?

Mila’s medical expenses were covered by social welfare
and now she is waiting for her former employer to at least
pay her half of what is due her. The former employer cannot
be charged with any offence since there is no law that can
punish anybody who employs a foreigner with a tourist visa.
And with Mila’s mental state, she can never win even if the
case were brought to court.

The Missionaries of Mercy were given a house by Bishop
Soma of Nagoya where they can carry on their apostolate of

-2 -

™



helping women in distress. So far, most of the women they
have helped were Filipinas. I was asking the Superior how
many can they take in at one time. I found it very inspiring
that they always go back to the spirit of Mother Teresa,
especially her love for the poorest of the poor. To my
question, the Superior said that they don’t refuse anybody
who comes to them so they cannot set limits on the number of
women they can take in. Mother Teresa wants it that way,
she said. The sisters live very modestly, something I would
consider material deprivation but they provide  material
comfort to the women who come to them.

The sisters said that hospitals are very reluctant in
admitting Filipino patients not necessarily because they
can’t pay but for fear that admitting Filipino patients might
damage the reputation of the hospital. Hospital owners fear
that Japanese patients might stay away from them if it
becomes known that they are admitting Filipino patients.
They handle the Filipina patients roughly, the sister said.

Other developments: In Osaka, we are very much
encouraged by the support given by Archbishop Yasuda to the
work of helping Filipino workers in the area. He has given

permission for the use of an office space (sorry, the place
is not supposed to be known) where a telephone service can be
made available 24 hours a day. The office is called Bahay Ni
Maria (House of Mary) and the telephone numbers are: 06-941-
4999 and 06-941-4799. Tagalog speaking volunteers take turns
in manning the office. :

In June, members of S.T.0.P., Foundation (acronym for
Stop Trafficking Of Pilipinas), will come to Japan to launch
a branch here. The group is composed of very active men and
women who oppose organized exploitation of Filipino women.
They will visit the cities of Tokyo, Nagoya and Osaka.

Whenever I am asked to celebrate Mass with victims of
exploitation, I always talk about Forgiveness, especially
Christ’s sermon to love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you. It is a big temptation, even for me I must
confess, to norture hatred when one sees so much injustice.

Thank you for taking time to read my rambling thoughts.
I had a funeral in between writing this report, do you notice
it? Please continue to pray for the Filipino migrant workers
and all those trying to help them.
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Dear Fellow Oblates,

This evening there is the feeling of coolness in the air
perhaps it means the long and hot summer is about over.

It also means that we will all be back on full schedule in
are varied and important ministries. :

I have been seeing each one about his Discerment .This has
~  Mmeant reading the histories and personal discernments of each
and then having the dialogue or sharing which has come to be

called being done as in--Have you been done yet? But
whatever the expression used it has been an enlightening and
inspiring experience for me. I am sure that through this

process we are going to grow as individuals and as a
community. Because this mutual soul searching and exchange
will help us to know ourselves and each other better and on a
deeper level.

According to the suggested schedule we should be finished the
team discernment be the end of this month. I know that we
have all been trying to see those we have to discern and
often at a sacrifice of time and money.
I myself have three men I have not done yet but plan to do
them as soon as I get back from Indonesia. If you have not
been able to do your team discerment yet will you kindly do
SO0 as soon as possible. As you know the next step is for the
: three man teams to get together and prepare their report. If
-— all the team members have not done the man involved this will
be difficult.

I will be leaving for Jogyakarta on Sept. 15 and will return
on Oct. 2. At that time we can make plans as to how best
proceed with the next phase of this team discernment step.

You may have heard that Jim Sullivan had heart surgery. I

have had a letter from him recently and he assures me that he

expects to be here in March. He has canceled some other

commitments in order to get the needed rest for full
o recovery. Please keep him in your prayers.

Speaking of praying-- please pray. for your brother Oblates
working here in Japan and also for the success of the
Discernment Congress next March.

Fraternally in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr.John Kenney Mahoney, 0. M. I.
Provincial, Japan



ASTA-OCEANIA NEWSLETTER

A new administration means many new things for the Congregation
amd I,know you will be interested in a view from.the inside.
Since only three of the original Council remain, it was a dist-
Inctively new group which met for our two Plenary Sessions since
“the Chapter.

Our new General impresses me with his very purposeful style of
leadership; I find him challenging & supportive, uniquely well-
informed about the Church everywhere, clear about Oblate essentials,
open & committed to the Chapter mandate, but perhaps most of all,
he is actively concerned about our response to the modern world &
to our mission ad gentes.

Father Cazabon, our Vicar General, who cares for the government

of the Congregation while the General meets the men in these early
years, is a man of great experience and wisdom in administration.
In him too, and in his present role, we are very blessed. God's
gift of these two men to the leadership of the Congregation cert-
ainly confirms me in the importance of a discernment process for
all leadership decisions in the future. I would challenge each of
our Provinces & Delegations in A-0 in this regard - why not a good
discernment process prior to the straw votes & final voting ?

The General Council is forming an apostolic community successfully ™
as we share, support & plan about our goals & strategies for our )
leadership in the years ahead. We have already drawn up our prior-
ities and projects in a PLANNING DOCUMENT which we circulated to

the Major Superiors for their comments. The last COMMUNIQUE indic-
ated our response to their suggestions and our Plenary Session in
November will draw up the final edition of this Mission-vision which
will guide us in leading the Congregation. 0

Some new realities are emerging for GENERAL COUNCILLORS. It has been
decided that we will take a more active & prolonged role in the
ordinary government of the Congregation, with a consequent stress

on a full six weeks Rotation armually. A decision to 'h9ld orePlenary
Session each year in a different region - USA(Nov '87), Canada(May-
June '88), Asia-Oceania(Feb.'89) - with an invitation to spend some
time visiting that region, will also limit our time in our own reg-
ions. We have have made a decision to allot four rather than three
weeks to each Plenary Session - to help community building - with
the same effect on our time in our- own regions.

You are aware that all Major Superiors of Asia-Oceania will be in
Indonesia in September of this year for their biennial meeting. No
doubt your own provincial will be pleased to have your suggestions

for the agenda at this meeting. And may I ask your prayers for God's
blessing on our time there ?. Father Cazabon will attend and visit

all the Oblate provinces/Delegations that are on his way there.

At present I am in Australia giving the three annual Oblate retreats.
From here I go to Sri Lanka to give the Scholastics! retreat & to
conduct an Oblate Development seminar with them in Kandy. May I ask
your prayers for the peace movement just begun in that country.?

From there I go to Java for the AORC meeting and then back to Rome
for one week, after which I go to the USA for visits to each province
before attending the next Plenary Session in California. From there

I visit the Philipines where the discernment for a new Provincial
will be in progress. Then its back to Rome for my Rotation and the
next Plenary Session in February 1988,

May God continue to be with us all in our apostolic endeavours.
Desmond O'Donnell O.M.I.

General Councillor.
Aug 9. 187.
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Dear Fellow Oblates

The last few days seems to have brought the change from
summer to winter. The stoves are now in place and ready
for use, the electric blanket is on the bed and the summer
clothes are put away till next year. The nip in the air
reminded that we are coming to the end of the year and the
Christmas Season. This is a busy time for all of us. But
I have a request. It is that as you go about your work you
keep in mind the Newsletter. Many of the things that seem
ordinary to you are newsworthy and our Brother Oblates in

- other parts of the world would like to hear about them not

) to mention our brother Oblates here in Japan. Please send
these items to Ange and he will see that they get into the
next Newsletter

Sometime ago I asked Ron to be the Director of the

Missionary Association of Mary Immaculate (MAMI). At the
time of our retreat last August we took some time to talk
of MAMI. We presented a plan to revive MAMI in Japan.

Each parish would send a copy its parish register to Ron.
He would then send a personal letter to each parishioner
~asking them to become a member of MAMI. This direct
approach from a central office would save the pastors from
the need of involving themselves in the administration of
MAMI  i.e. mailing letters, sending thank you notes
atec.ete. Naturally those involved in other ministries are
most welcome to send in 1lists of names of people they
think might be willing to help. We need all the help both
spiritual and material that these people can give. I
— bring this to your attention in this letter because %ome
were not present at the time this was discussed in August.
There was also some confusion on some points of the
procedure on the part of others. To repeat you are
requested to send a copy your parish register and others
lists to Ron as soon as possible in order that he can get
the revitalization of MAMI moving.

At the Council meeting held in Koga on October 20 we
discussed the Resolutions of the 1987 A/0ORC
Meeting. (Confer letter of Oct.7, 1987). Under the heading
Justice and Peace, Resolution #4 calls for the appointment
of a contact man for Justice and Peace. I have asked Ange
Siani to be the contact man for the Forum JPD and Xave
Tosa to be the contact man for other matters concerning
Justice and Peace in Japan. Under the heading Oblate
Spiritual Renewal, Resolution #4 requests each Province
and delegation to send a man to the Workshop on an Oblate
Retreat Experience to be held in Rome from January 18 to



February 5, 1988. Ed Williams has been asked to attend
this Workshop. Under the heading Inculturation,
Resolution #2 asks that a man be appointed to monitor the
effects of modernization in our Provinces and Delegations.
Ray Bourgoin has agreed to be our Monitor. Under the same
heading Resolution ”#7 speaks of a contact man for the
exchange of information and experiences in the field of
Inculturation. Bill Maher has been asked to take on this
work. I would like to close this section by thanking each
one of you .for your cooperation in accepting these
assignments. I am sure your work will benefit both the
Mission in Japan and the Asia/Oceania Region.

In a recent letter from Father Zago he wrote the following:
In the 1986 Chapter the capitulars, moved by the Spirit,
tried to hear the call of Jesus Christ through the
people’s need for salvation today (C.1) and, after
discernment, they proposed them to the Congregation.
These directives, as presented in the green booklet
Missionaries in Today’s World, should be the object of
reflection, evaluation and prayer by every Oblate, every
community, every Delegation and every Province. As I said
above this is a busy time for all but even then we should
take to heart these words and make an effort to put them
into practice. This is something, as Father Zago reminds
us, that each one of us should do. After reading these
words I reflected that at the time of the monthly days of
gathering I take the green booklet in hand but at other
times it remains on the shelf. I must do more. Perhaps
you are in the same category as myself. If so then it is
time for both of us to do more. I am afraid if we do not
we will not be full fledged members in the Oblate
Missionaries in Today’s World. Or to put it another way

we could well be making ourselves into marginalized
Oblates.

Fraternally yours in Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. John Kenney Mahoney, 0. M. I.
Provincial
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9%“4 4 %e NEWSLETTER
W%J@ REMEMBERING OUR DECEASED

"We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not
’%%%". fail to pray for them, faithfully offering the suffarages
prescribed on their behalf." (Const. No. 43)

WMO Throughout the month of November let us remember
. . to pray for all the deceased Oblates who have
ﬁ%zgéhﬁ?t¢z

served in the Province.

zzag{dzbg Fr. Daniel Ward September 4, 1975
Fr. Leonard Robitaille March 12, 1979
Bro. Suneo Tsuda July 23, 1981

shall fhave Fr. Robert I. Gill April 12, 1982

Province at one time:

AW  Fr. Tim Mulvey
. _ Fr. Charles McBennett
Wﬁl;lﬂ Fr. John O. Meyer

22 "Once a month every Oblate priest shall celebrate Mass, and
W on every Brother attendMass, for all deceased Oblates."
(CCSRR, Apendix No. 5)

- ?a* 25 ilg%’ﬂ? The following decc€ased Oblates served in the

ZZ' Please also keep in your prayers Fr. Fran Hahn's aunt.
—Jotm 640 Mrs.Marion A. Card (74) died inBuffalo on November 5th.

NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS

BENIUZU KAI 40th Exhibition

The Beniuzu Kai, the Artist School of which Bro. Tsuda was a
member will have it's 4oth exhibition in Naruto, at the,City

—_ Library from November 12-15. Among the paintings which will
be presented for exhibition are paintings by the late Bro.
Tsuda, Mr. Saika and Mr. Takasago.

ISRAEL - PILGRIMAGE

Fr. Yamazaki along with two priests and three Ministers will
serve as Chaplain for a group of pilgrims going to the Holy
land. The pilgrimage three weeks long will return to Japan
in mid-December.

BIRTHDAYS

We have one Oblate celebrating his birthday this month.

Mike Yamazaki December 24
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AA OPEN SPEAKERS MEETING

ON November 3rd. an AA Open Speakers Meeting was held in Kochi
from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. ' ’

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who share
their experience, strength and hope with each other that they
may solve their common problems and help others to recover

from alcoholism.

GOHOKU MURA KARATE COMPETITION

On November 8 our "Black Belt Winner" Jerry Novotny was "kentei®

(official examinor) for the school Karate Competition. Congrasw! :uio.

tulations Jerry.

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE MEETING - YOSHIKAZU TOSA

From the 9th. of October to the 11th, the Thirteenth Annual
All Japan Meeting of the Justice and Peace Committee was held
in Sendai. It was the best attended meeting the Justice and
Peace Committee has had. Bishops Sado and Sooma also partici-
pated 'in the meeting. The Dominican Sisters had provided for
both our living quarters and meeting facilities in their High
Schoolcomplex.

The first day(evening) we listened to the "Voice of Sendai'.
Three ladies gave a twenty minute talk about their engagement
in society. The third speaker was especially ingpiring. She
9mrs. Niimura) is a co-founder of the ﬂVSRﬂ%Eﬁf%éi. Like the
PRO LIFE MOVEMENT, this association opposes all abortion, but
at the same time, it has an organization to foster adaptation.
She challenged "Mother Church" to listen to the voice of

women and not to reprat stereotyped phrasas ....It was a cour-
ageous talk.

The second day, the meeting continued with five committees:

The Alien Registration Law

The National Secret Law

The Third World

Nuclear Weapons and Atomic Power Generation
Capital Punishment and:False .Accusation

On the third day, we heard Mr. Nishinomiya,(73 years old and
former member of the House of Representatives). He spoke about

"The Citizen's Movements" on international, national and local
levels.

On the second evening there was a Happy Hour with plenty
of good food and kara-oke (singing). i1 s B AN I

At the closing session there were voices asking for the
committee to allow for a broader cooperation by Lay Christians.
Some said that they had the impression that Lay Christians
were "allowed”to join in the clergy-made policies and clergy-
organized movements.
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Indeed after the General Meeting, there was a special

gathering of the officially appointed 'priests' of the
dioceses, orders and congregations (;f'E-’E'E] 7<) In this

meeting it was decided to drop the word "tantoo-shisai' (priest
in charge) and to replace it with 'tantoo-sha' (person in
charge) thus allowing all chairmen and chairwomen of local
committees to join the annual meeting.

The plan for a "Lent Campaign" was announced. It will take the
place of the traditional "Ai no undoo" Love Movement). Co-
operating in this campaign are all the sub committees of the
Social Welfare Bishop Council. The primary purpose is to
educate and make Christians aware of their social obligations.

I introduced a dossier on "Human Rights in the Church" prepared
last year in Belgium. I presented them with an English trans-
lation, hoping that in Tokyo someone would translate it into
Japanese.

The meeting ended earlier than scheduled, so I took a short
trip to nearby Mt. Zaoo. )
Y. Tosa
NOTE: Enclosed are subscription forms for the Justice and Peace Newsletter.
Many of you are already receiving this letter. For those of you who
do not receive it, the Provincial will be happy to provide you with a
years subscription. Send your request to the Provincial Office.

ANNUAL BAZAARS

At the beginning of this month annual bazaars were held in
Tokushima, Naruto and Anan. Bert, Ed and Fran were not only
happy with the financial returns but also with the wonderful
cooperation of those who organized and ran the bazaars.

NAGOYA

The OMI House for Studies was blessed October 22 in a simple
ceremony conducted by BishopSooma. The blessing was followed
by a community celebration attended by the Bishop , the local
pastors and the Provincial.

Priests Retreats

Ron La Framboise finished preaching his third retreat for priests.
The first was for the MSC's. It didn't take long for the news

to get around and soon after the SVD's requested Ron for a retreat.
The last which was held at the Trappist Monastery, was for the
Maryknoll Fathers.

NBCLC

Enclosed is a list of seminars and Courses offered at the
NATIONAL CATECHETICAL AND LITURGICAL CENTRE, Bangalore, India.
If you are interested please contact the Provincial.
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ARTICLE FROM COSMIC The Austrlian Provincial Newslettet

M”MD@[HMM THE VICTORY OF FR. K. LEISNER

-~ by M.A. Keohane, O0.M.I.

—

One of the strangest and most unusual
ordinations to the Priesthood was that

P of Fr. Karl Leisner. It took place
/F%yCWQ9~ in Dachau Concentration Camp. A French
)60?/%6n79 Bishop, also interned there, performed
1 7 the ceremony. The ring and the crosier
Lf/hﬁf?f%%%/ were made by a Russian prisoner in the
n camp workshop. Fr. Leisner was born
on February 28, 1915 in Reco, a little
town in the lower Rhine. He was a deacon in Holy Orders

and suffering from tuberculosis when arrested the the Nazis.

| When the Nazis launched an.attack on Catholic Youth Organ-

isations, Karl fought back boldly and was interned with
hundreds of Priests and even Bishops who opposed Hitler.

The Gestapo took the opportunity to humiliate and torture
all Priests and Religious at Dachau. Karl although at
times depressed and suffering from a serious cough and
vomiting blood, never showed resentment, discouragement or
anxiety according to a Jesuit Priest also a prisoner, and
his courage and example made him popular with those around
him who used to hide him when doctors examined all those un-
fit for work and thus saved him from the gas chamber.

His will to live and his desire to be a Priest and offer Mass.

kept him alive. Shortly after his ordination the allied
forces captured Dachau and liberated all those interned there
including Karl. Fr. Leisner had the privilege of offering
one Mass. He died after his release. His body was taken
to his home village for burial. Dressed by his friends in
the vestments as a gift for his ordination and first Mass,
red roses and green palms decorated his coffin. A symbol
of martydom and victory. His life is a wonderful triumph
of faith in God and shows the strength of the human spirit
against the forces of evil. He emerged from the horror of
Dachau with his love for God and his fellow man as strong and
pPure as ever. His last entry written in his diary was that
of St. Stephen, the first martyr blessing his enemies. "Lord

-lay not this sin to their charge".

. May his courageous soul rest in peace and his love for the

. Mass and the Priesthood be an example to all Priests in our

modern world.,

flid<s
S
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